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NOTE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 


At  the  acijourned  March  meeting  of  the  town  of  LaiicasLer.  1803,  11 
was  voted  "to  appropriate  fr/e  hundred  dollars  for  publishing  some  of  our 
earliest  town  records  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Library  Committee :  to  be 
prepared  by  Henry  S.  Nourse." 

The  committee  thus  authorized  to  oversee  the  publication  now  pre- 
sented to  the  t0\vn,  must  not  omit  to  testify  here  to  their  conviction  of  the 
eminent  abilit}'  and  lidelity  witii  which  their  associate  has  completed  his 
task,  and  of  the  greatness  of  the  debt  under  v/hich  the  town  has  been 
brouglit  to  him  by  tins,  as  v/ell  as  by  oilier  labors  in  the  same  field.  Tliey 
have  found  diat  their  duty,  as  asiae  from  his,  has  devolved  upon  them 
little  more  tlian  a  careful  reading  of  his  manuscript;  while  the  toil,  the 
care,  and  the  zeal  wliich  the  matter  in  hand  demanded,  and  that  have 
been  spent  upon  it,  have  been  expended  by  him : 

"And  all  for  love,  and  nothing  for  rev/ard." 

It  may  not  be  useless  for  them  to  remind  the  town  of  sonie  of  tne 
reasons  tliat  gave  rise  to  the  resolution  under  which  tiiey  were  appointed. 
Among  these  were  the  risk  of  destruction  by  fire  ;  the  wasting  material 
of  the  originals  ;  the  desirableness  of  supplying  imperfections,  as  far  as 
possible,  from  other  sources  ;  clearing  up  obscurities  by  intelligent  annota- 
tion ;  and  such  a  multiplication  of  copies  as  it  may  reasonably  be  hoped 
and  expected  will  be  called  for. 

They  have  understood,  however,  that  the  work  was  to  be  undertalien 
primarily,  not  in  the  interest  of  the  historiographer,  but  for  the  use  of  the 
town;  for  its  more  famdliar  acquaintance  with,  and  its  surer  preser\-adon 
ot,  its  own  annals.  It  is  from  this  consideration  that  the  editor  has  added 
some  notes  vrhich  he  would  otherwise  have  withheld.  Nevertlieless  they 
are  well  avv'are  that  these  "  Early  Records"  are  not  confined  for  edification 
to  their  own  townsmen  ;  and  that  any  intelligent  person  of  New  England 
birth  may  not  only  behold,  as  with  ancestral  eyes,"  therein  "  the  doings  " 
that  are  described,  but,  more  or  less,  the  causes  also  wdiich,  from  without 
or  uathin,  gave  the  current  of  events  this  or  tliat  direction ;  and  see,  as  in 
a  mirror,  the  operation  of  the  forces  that  in  this  country  "  developed  local 
self  government,  and  furnish  the  basis  of  our  political  history." 

It  gives  the  commitiee  pleasure,  as  well  for  the  name  as  the  conven- 
ience of  so  doing,  to  consign  the  printing  of  this  book  to  a  local  press. 

I^KXCASTER,  March,  1884. 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE.  , 

George  M.  Bartol.  William  H.  McNktl. 

Charles  T.  Fletcher.  Nathaniel  Thaykr. 

Anna  H.  Whitney.  Herberf  Parker. 

Henry  S.  Nourse. 


I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N  . 


FROM  the  year  1726  the  records  of  Lancaster  become 
continuous,  are  complete,  and  in  good  condition.  All 
before  that  date  is  fragmentary.  The  earliest  existing  vol- 
ume opens  with  A.  D.  1653,  in  which  year  the  Nashaway 
Plantation  was  formally  given  the  classic  name  it  no^v 
bears.  The  earlier  pages  of  that  book,  however,  are  a 
copy,  made  about  1657,  of  the  first  records.  Of  ''the  old 
book/'  ol'ten  referred  to  therein,  no  leaf  remains,  and  mariy 
pages  of  the  transcript  have  disappeared,  while  others  are 
badly  worn  and  almost  illegible.  Daring  the  tirst  severity- 
five  years  of  the  town's  life,  the  inhabitants  nearly  all  held 
proprietary  rights  in  the  common  lands  ;  and  we  find  the 
clerks  recording  indiscriminately,  often  upon  the  same 
pages,  action  of  the  freemen  as  electors,  of  the  proprietors 
dividing  their  landed  estate,  and  of  the  people  directhig 
local  improvement  and  church  administration.  xAfter  Ti\e 
settlement  of  Rev.  John  Prentice  in  1708,  special  church 
records  begin,  and  a  register  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  dates  from  about  17 18,  in  which  a  fev/  earlier  dates 
have  been  casually  inserted.  This  register  is  exceedingly 
imperfect.  The  earliest  recorded  meeting  of  the  proprie- 
tors, as  distinct  from  the  town-meedng  proper,  was  Feb. 
4.  1716;  statute  provision  having  been  made  for  such  meet- 
ings March  25,  1713.  The  doings  of  regular  town-meet- 
ings continued,  however,  to  be  recorded  with  proprietary 
action  undl  1726,  when  a  new  book  was  opened  lor  the 
former.  The  proprietors  used  the  old  volume  until  1810, 
about  which  time  the  proprietors'  clerk  made  a  careless 
copy  of  the  whole,  by  which  we  know^  that  the  records 
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were  tlieii  in  the  same  imperfect  condition  as  at  present. 
The  common  land  was  all  divided  before  1836,  and  their 
last  recorded  meeting  was  held  x\pril  6.  1846. 

The  Book  of  Lands,  dated  probably  from  the  days  of 
the  commission  in  1657.  The  original  volume  has  been 
long  missing,  but  a  transcript  of  it  was  made  in  1763,  hy 
Caleb  Wilder,  then  proprietors'  clerk.  This  is  the  only 
town  book  that  contains  records  made  belvveen  tlie  massa- 
cre of  1676  p.nd  1716.  Three  h>rge  volumes  continue  the 
registry  of  lands  therein  begun.  The  Book  of  Roads 
dates  from  1729,  and  the  Book  of  Estrays  was  begun  in 
1755- 

Not  only  are  the  earliest  notes  of  the  town/s  action,  as 
set  down  by  the  clerks,  always  curt,  and  man}'  of  them, 
not  to  be  ibund,  but  during  a  long  and  eventful  period  of 
our  colonial  history,  all  t';)-v\n  records  entirely  tail  us.  A 
woful  gap  of  forty-six  years  }  awns  between  the  last  en.try 
of  Ralph  Houghton  and  the  first  of  Joseph  Wilder  ;  from 
the  sixth  of  Februaiy  ,  167 1,  to  tlie  fourth  of  February, 
17 17.  How  or  b}'  whom  the  records  of  the  town-meetings 
were  kept  during  this  period  we  have  no  t/Zr^c':/ information, 
and  the  time  and  manner  of  their  loss  is  unknown.  Of  the 
years  since  170S  we  L^lean  a  few  meagre  facts  trom  Rev. 
John  Prentice's  records  of  baptisms  and  church  member- 
ship ;  but  for  the  nine  years  previous  to  1653,  and  the 
forty-six  succeeding  1670,  we  must  seek  the  town  s  annals 
in  documents  scattt:red  here  and  there  through  the  Massa- 
chusetts Archives  and  the  records  of  the  Middlesex  Countv 
Courts.  With  such  of  these  documents  as  have,  by  dili- 
gent search,  been  discovere.h  throwing  light  upon  the 
history  of  Lancaster,  our  imperfect  records  are  herein  sup- 
plemented. Many  of  these  fuu-e  never  been  before  in 
print,  and  others  are  now  for  tlie  iirst  tim.e  copied  verbatim. 
To  pre>erve  so  far  as  is  possible  the  savor  of  the  olden  time, 
the  spelling,  punctuati'>n  and  capitalization  of  all  original 
manuscripts  have  been  f  uthfully  retained.    To  those  who 
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will  charge  —  and  ]ustly  —  that  tl\e  editor  has  magnified 
his  office  by  multiplying  comments  of  his  own,  he  would 
state  that,  in  what  he  has  intruded,  he  is  honestly  striving- 
only  to  bring  into  light  something  heretoiore  obscured,  or 
to  adduce  evidence  respecting  matters  in  doubt,  or  to  com- 
bat those  faUe  impressions  about  men,  localities,  and  events 
which  his  experience  has  found  unwarrantably  rampant 
among  us. 

Even  though  considered  —  as  by  too  many  it  will  be- — 
merely  a  list  of  the  Nashaway  pioneers,  and  a  schedule  of 
their  landed  possessions,  this  transcript  of  our  forefathers' 
records  is  of  especial  v^ilue  :  but  it  has  a  deeper  import. 
It  is  Lancaster's  modest  contribution  to  the  story  of  the 
growth  of  Iranian  freedom.    The  Dlaraers  of  Massachu- 

O  J. 

setts  brouglit  with  them  dogmas  of  spiritual  tyranny,  and 
old  world  political  formulas,  wliich  proved  too  inelastic 
when  framed  into  social  and  civic  institutions,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  restless  comnrunity  facing  the  deprivation, 
toil,  and  dangers  of  the  C'-lonist.  Struggles  with  savage 
men  and  savage  nature  Cv-mpelled  self  dependence,  and 
soil  and  climate  favored  liberty  of  thought  and  conscience. 
As  novel  external  conditions  modified  daily  life  and  indi- 
vidual character,  political  lit^e  progressed,  and  ever  towards 
freedom.  The  process  of  this  progression  —  so  painful  and 
slow  that  the  actors  were  perhaps  unconscious  of  advance  — 
is  nowhere  more  plainly  depicted,  and  nowhere  ofiers  more 
of  interest  to  the  student  of  history,  than  in  the  records  of 
oiu-  older  towns.  In  the  ''orderly  agitations"  of  the  New 
England  town-meeting  w  as  cradled  the  germ  of  our  na- 
tion's constitutional  life. 
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ANNALS 


OF  THE 

NASH  AWAY  PLANTATION. 
1643-1653. 

\TASHx\WAY,  or  Nashawog.  in  the  Indian  tongue, 
means  the  place  bclzueeii,  or  land  in  the  angle  made  by 
two  rivers^  and  is  descriptive  of  the  locality.  The  pion- 
eers soon  attached  tlie  name  exclusively  to  the  south 
branch  of  the  river,  the  other  branch  being  known  as  the 
North  River,  and  the  main  stream  being  called  the  Pene- 
cook. 

The  Sy.>ionds  and  King  Trucking  House. 

Like  many  another  American  town.  Lancaster  finds  its 
origin  in  an  Indian  trading  post.  Although  no  contem- 
porary mention  appears  of  this,  the  first  mercantile  enter- 
prise on  Lancaster  soil,  it  must  have  been  founded  before 
the  autumn  of  1643.  Whether  it  preceded,  or  was  subse- 
quent to,  the  pm-chase  of  eighty  square  miles  of  land  from 
Sholan,  cannot  be  told.  Both  Symonds  and  King  so  soon 
disappear  from  the  scene  that  they  have  been  commonly 
treated  in  our  history  as  mere  real  estate  dealers,  who  sold 
their  bargain  at  the  first  advantageous  offer.  Is  there  not 
in  the  scanty  facts  which  follow,  heretofore  ignored,  some- 
thing that  suggests  rather  trouble,  sickness  and  disappoint- 
ment, than  the  harvesting  of  profit? 

Henry  Symonds^  the  senior  partner  and  capitalist  of  the 
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Nashawav  trading  house,  planted  on  the  southeast  slope  of 
George  hill,  was  an  energetic  citizen  of  Boston,  and  a  free- 
man, ills  name  heads  the  list  of  the  associates  who  in 
1643  contracted  to  convert  the  useless  marshes  of  the  cove 
into  a  valuable  tidal  vpM\  power.  Before  any  of  his  well 
laid  plans  bore  fruit,  Symonds  died.  This  was  in  Se-ptem- 
ber,  1643.  His  widow,  Susannah,  in  1644  married  Isaac 
Walker,  which  perhaps  explains  the  presence  of  AValker's 
name  among  the  Nashaway  proprietors  for  a  few  years 
thereafter.  The  junior  partner,  Thomas  King,  outlived 
Symonds  little  more  than  a  year,  dying  December  3,  1644. 
He  Vvas  a  young  man,  probiibly  under  thirty  years  of  age, 
with  a  wife  Mary  and  two  young  children,  Mary  and 
Thomas,  and  lived  in  Watertown.  His  inventory,  found 
in  the  Suilblk  Registry,  sums  but  I5S''-  3'-  including  a 
dwelling-house,  barn,  and  four  acres  of  land  in  Watertown, 
and  74^-  y-^-  of  debts  due  him.  He  was  tiierefore  a  poor 
man  at  his  decease,  and  nothing  in  the  brief  list  of  his  assets 
gives  evidence  of  commercial  gain  at  Nashaway  ,  save  the 
item  among  the  debts  due,  *'iS''-  of  the  Indyans."  Rever- 
end Timothy  Harrington  asserts  that  King  sold  all  his 
interest  here  to  the  company.  John  Cowdall  was  soon 
after  in  possession  of  the  trucking  house  lot,  which  lie  sold 
to  John  Prescott,  October  5,  1647.  King's  widov/;  if 
we  niay  trust  the  rectjrd,  on  March  9,  1645,  married  James 
Cutler,  wliose  name  the  same  year  appeared  among  the 
Nashaway  proprietors. 

1643.  Others  of  the  sanie-town  [Watertovvn]  began  also  a  plantation 
at  Nashaway  some  fifteea  miles  N.  \V.  from  Sadbury.  .  .  . 

[Joliii  Winthrop's  History  of  New  England,  II,  152.] 

7*^-  of  i^'  month  1643  4  •  •  •  -At  this  Court  Cutshamequin  and  Squaw 
Sachem,  Mascononoco,  Nashacowarn  and  Wassaniagoin  two  sachems  near 
the  great  hill  to  the  west  called  Warehasset,  carne  into  tne  court  and  ac- 
cording to  their  former  tender  to  the  Governour  desired  to  be  received 
under  our  protection  and  government  upon  the  same  tei-ms  that  Pumham 
and  Sacononoc  were  :  So  we  causing  them  to  understand  the  articles, 
and  all  the  ten  Commandments  of  God,  and  they  freely  assenting  to  all, 
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they  were  solemnly  received  and  then  presented  the  court  26  fathom  more 
oi'  wampom,  and  the  Court  gave  each  of  them  a  coat  of  two  yards  of  cioth, 
and  ih;-ir  dinner,  and  to  them  and  their  men  every  of  them  a  cup  of  sack 
at  l!icir  departure     So  they  tonk  leave  and  went  away  very  joyful. 

[John  Winthrop's  History  of  New  England,  II,  189.] 

1644  Wassamcquiii,  Nashoonon,  Kutchamaquin,  Massaconomet  and 
Squaw  Sachem  did  voluntarily  submit  themselves  to  us:  as  appears  by 

their  covenant  subscribed  witli  their  owa  hands  

[Daniel  Gookin's  History  of  the  Christian  Indians.] 

Nashacowam  and  Nashoonon  are  aliases  of  the  Nashaway  sachem  usually  called 
Sholan  or  Shov.anon.  Vvasamegin  was  sachem  at  Quaboag  [Brookfield],  Warehasset 
is  John  Winthiop's  orthography  of  VVachuselt,  which  in  the  Indian  tongue  was  Wad- 
chu-st?ti,"the  great  hi'l." 

May  1644.  Many  of  Watertown  and  other  towns  joined  in  the  planta- 
tion at  Nashaway,  and  having  called  a  young  man,  an  university  scholar, 
one  Norcross  lo  be  their  Minister,  seven  of  them  who  were  no  members 
of  r:ny  cii-ar'.hes  were  desirous  to  gather  into  a  church  estate:  but  the 
magistrates  and  elders  advised  them  first  to  go  and  build  them  habitations 
&c  {for  there  was  yet  no  house  there)  and  then  to  take  some  that  were 
members  of  other  churches,  v/ith  the  consent  of  such  churches,  as  for- 
merly had  been  done  and  so  proceed  orderly.  But  the  persons  interested 
in  tiie  plantation  being  most  of  theni  poor  men,  and  some  of  them  corrupt 
in  judgment,  and  others  profane,  it  v/ent  on  v'ery  slowly,  so  that  in  tvvo 
vears  they  had  not  three  houses  built  there  and  he  whom  they  had  called 
to  be  their  minister  left  them  for  their  delays. 

[John  W'inthrop's  History-  of  New  England,  II,  161.] 

29^^-^  May  1644.  The  petition  of  Mr,  Natha :  Norcrosse,  Rob'''  Childe, 
Stephen  Day,  John  Fisher  ecc.  for  a  plantation  at  Nashawake,  is  granted: 
pvided  that  there  shall  not  be  more  land  allotted  to  the  towne  or  pticular 
men  (notw''\standmg  their  purchase  of  land  of  the  Indians)  then  the 
Gen^ail  Con  shall  alowe  . 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

Robert  Child's  prominence  in  the  company  was  perhaps 
Nashaway *s  first  misfortune.  He  was  of  Watertown.  com- 
ing thither  from  Northileet,  Kent  County,  England.  He 
h^ad  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  in  1635,  at  Corpus 
Christi  College,  Cambridge,  and  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at 
Padua.  Gifted  with  great  mental  force,  he  held  ideas  of 
man  and  nature  in  advance  of  the  age,  and  was  ambitious 
to  become  a  leader  among  the  people.    We  shall  probably 
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not  be  far  wrong  in  ascribing  the  inspiration  of  this  west- 
ward movement  from  Watertown,  not 'alone  to  the  prover- 
bial Saxon  greed  of  land,  but  partl}^  to  Doctor  Cliiid's 
sanguine  expectation  of  mineral  w"eaith  to  be  discovered 
in  the  western  hills,  and  the  acceptance  of  hi?  liberal 
theories  by  congenial  spirits.  It  is  noteworth}^  that  of  the 
chief  men  in  the  enterprise  more  than  half,  namely  :  Pres.- 
cott.  Day,  Garret,  Hill  and  Jenkes,  were  workers  in  iron. 
Little  aid  or  sympathy  could  be  hoped  for  by  the  company 
from  magistrates  or  ecclesiastics,  while  it  remained  under 
the  influence  of  one  who  was  esteemed  by  them  a  factious 
schismatic.  A  few  months  later  Doctor  Child's  petition  for 
the  enlargement  of  political  and  religious  privilege,  just 
and  mioderate  as  it  now  seems,  so  roused  the  ire  of  the 
Massachusetts  theocracy  that  he  was  compelled  to  seek 
safety  from  his  intolerant  persecutors  by  flight  across  the 
seas. 

Nathaniel  Norcross  received  tlie  degree  of  A.  B.  at 
Catherine  Hall  College,  Camlr-ridge.  1636-7.  He  very 
soon  abandoned  the  company  of  wliich  he  v\^as  only  the 
available  clerical  flgurehead.  The  cause  assigned  for  his 
defection  by  John  Winthrop,  quoted  on  the  preceding  page, 
differs  radically  from  that  set  down  by  Reverend  Timothy 
Harrington  one  huiidred  ^v'ears  later.  The  former  may 
record  the  excuse  of  the  deserter ;  the  latter,  the  tradition 
of  a  belief  that  had  justified  itself  to  the  deserted.  Mr. 
Norcross  neither  here,  nor  afterwards  in  England  appar- 
ently, gave  sign  that  he  had  in  him  the  stuff  of  which 
apostles  or  martyrs  are  made,  and  even  vexatious  delays 
were  not  an  unalloyed  misfortune  that  put  Joseph  Rowland- 
son  in  his  place. 

1645.  The  humble  petito  of  the  Company  Intended  to  pi^t  at  IVasha- 
way  12  June  1645. 

To  the  right  Worp^^  Tho.  Dudley  Esq'"  Gou'nour  and  the  rest  of  the 
Magistrates  and  deputy ss  now  Assembled  in  the  Generail  Court  at  Boston. 
Yo^  petitioners,  whose  names  are  Vnderwritten  Humbly  Sheweth  vnto  yo"" 
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Worp"  y-  wheras  wee  h.iue  formerly  received  favour  from  this  Court  in 
haueing  Liberty  granted  vs  to  plant  att  a  place  called  Nashaway  some  i6 
ni}les  beyond  Sudbery.  Wee  the  sayd  petitioners  doe  find  itt  an  vtter 
Iirp-.ssihilitye  to  proceede  forwards  to  plante  at  the  place  aboue  sayd  ex- 
cept wee  haue  a  conuenient  v/ay  made  for  the  transportation  of  our  Cattell 
and  goods  ouer  Sudbery  River  and  .Marsh.  Now  although  Sudbery  men 
haue  begun  to  sett  vpp  a  Bridge  ouer  the  Riuer  yett  the  worke  is  now  decist- 
ed,  And  the  bridge  left  altogether  vnusefull,  and  the  marsh  novv  way  mended, 
soe  that  wee  caunot  passe  to  the  plantation  abouesd  without  exposing  our 
persons  to  periil  and  our  ca^ttell  and  goods  to  losse  and  spoyle ;  as  yo'' 
petitioners  are  able  to  make  proofFe  of  b}'  sad  experience  of  what  wee  suf- 
fered there  withm  these  few  dayes.  Yo'  petitioners  haue  bcene  &  are  much 
damnifyed  by  the  badnesse  of  the  way  at  this  place:  for  many  of  vs  haue 
beenp  dependant  on  this  worke  aboue  these  two  yeares  past,  much  tyme 
and  meancs  haue  beene  spent  in  discouering  the  plantation  and  prouiding 
for  our  setlinge  there.  And  now  the  Lord  by  his  prouidence  hatii  gone 
on  thus  farre  with  the  worke  that  diuers  of  us  have  covenanted  to  sitt 
dov.ne  together  And  lo  Improue  ourselues  there  this  summer  that  wee 
may  liue  the/e  the  wynter  next  Insueing  if  God  permitt.  But  vnlesse 
some  speedy  course  bee  taken  yt  wee  haue  a  way  made  for  the  transplant- 
ing ourselues,  cattell  and  goods  we  may  perish  there  for  want  of  Reliefe, 
not  being  able  to  prouide  for  our  subsistance  there  this  wynter,  Vnlesse 
wee  expose  ou'-selues  and  goods  to  the  periil  and  spoyle  as  abouesayd. 
Yo-  petitioners  doe  therefore  humbly  Beseech  yo'  Worships  that  as  }cu 
haue  beene  pleased  to  Countenance  our  beginnings,  soe  you  would  please 
to  order  that  a  conueniant  way  bee  made  at  the  place  aforsd  for  trans- 
portinge  our  persones  catteil  &  goods,  that  the  v/orke  of  God  there  begun 
may  further  proceede  and  wee  haue  Incouragement  to  carry  on  the  worke 
else  our  tyme,  m.eanes  and  labour  hitherto  expended  will  be  lost.  But  if 
yo'^  worp"^  please  to  further  our  proceedings  herein  yo'"  petitioners  shall  euer 
pray  &c. 

Nathaniel  Norcrosse 
John  Prescot 
Stephen  Daye 
Harman  Garrett 
Thomas  Scidmore 
John  Hill 
IsAACK  Wakek 
John  Cov/dall 
Joseph  Jenkes 

The  above  petition  is  in  Pvlassachusetts  Archives  cxxi,  5. 
The  names  were  signed  by  the  same  hand  that  wrote  the 
rest  of  the  document,  probably  that  of  the  minister,  Nathan- 
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iel  Norcross.  Endorsed  upon  it  is  this  action  of  General 
Court : 

The  magisu'cit^  thiak  Rtt  that  20-'  shoaLl  bt;  allowed  10  the  lovvne  of 
Sudburye  towarcle  the  finishing  of  their  bridge  &  waye  at  the  ende  of  it  to 
be  payd  them  when  they  shall  haue  made  the  way  passable  for  ioaden 
horse — ,  &  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  deputycs  herein. 

jo.  WiNTHROP  D  :  Go  : 

The  house  of  Deptyes  doe  concurr  with  o''  honnored  niagist'  herein  so 
it  be  doune  \v'''in  a  twelue  monthe. 

Edward  Rawson 

The  mention  of  '*  sad  experience"  in  the  petition,  is  ex- 
plained by  the  following  ''special  providence"  narrated  by 
AVinthrop  in  his  ''History  of  New  England,"  11,  306  : 

Prescott  another  favourer  of  the  petitioners  lost  a  horse  &  his  lading  in 
Sudbury  River,  and  a  week  after  his  wife  arid  children  being  upon  another 
horse  were  hardly  saved  from  drov/ning. 

That  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  this  crossing  were 
not  overrated  by  these  pioneers,  is  proven  not  only  by  the 
above  stated  facts,  but  because  one  hundred  years  later 
the  bridge  and  causeway — "  half  a  mile  long  " — w^ere  con;- 
piained  of  as  dangeroiis,  and  in  floods  impassable.  Trav- 
ellers were  obliged  to  make  long  detours  to  avoid  it,  and 
in  1759  ^^^^  1761,  lotteries  were  granted  for  its  improve- 
ment, the  proceeds  of  which,  amounting  to  1227^',  were 
expended  upon  it.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  twenty 
pounds  allowed  in  1645  pros'cd  an  insufficient  inducemeru 
to  the  Sudbury  men  for  tiie  completion  of  the  bridge.  The 
deputy  governor  and  magistrates  had  no  sympathy  to  ex- 
pend upon  the  troubles  of  a  company  wherein  Roberc 
Child,  or  any  of  his  favorers,  luid  an  interest.  Therefore 
they  permitted  the  Sudbury  marsh  to  remain  a  lion  in  the 
path  to  the  Xashaway  Plantation,  and  this  was  one  cause 
of  the  delays  which  not  only,  as  John  Winthrop  records  in 
the  passage  quoted,  drove  the  p-st  minister  from  the  enter- 
prise, but  also  dishearttmed  every  member  of  the  copart- 
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nership,  save  their  stalwart  leader,  John  Prescolt,  whom 
neither  Sudbury  marsh  nor  deputy  governor  could  daunt. 

The  3''  of  S^'^  month  45.  To  thie  honored  Gou'-no^  w^^  the  Rest  of  the 
Magistrates  and  Deputes  now  Asembled  at  Boston,  the  Humble  petition 
of  the  undenakers  for  the  plantation  of  Xashawaye  : 

Whereas  v/ee  perceive  there  is  some  of  the  men  excepted  Agaynst  y* 
weere  presented  to  this  honoured  Court  in  our  petition  yesterday:  we 
humbly  desire  to  present  these  men  whose  names  are  underwritten  for  the 
w'orke  mentioned  in  that  petition,  in  they"^  Roomes  that  are  Exxepted 
Against,  hun:biy  Intreating  this  honored  Court  that  you  will  please  to 
depute  all  or  p'  of  these  men  for  the  worke  there  mentioned :  and  the 
whole  company  shiail  ever  pray. 

John  Hill  Isaac  Waker       Samuel  Bitfield 

Sernt  Tolm  Davis   Jamies  Cutler      Mathew  Barnes 
John  Chandler       Thomas  Skidmore 

The  petition  of  the  day  before,  above  referred  to,  has 
not  been  found.  As  John  Prescott's  and  Stephen  Day's 
names  are  omitted  in  this  list,  they.wei'e  probably  excepted 
agaynst."  This  petition  is  from  Massachusetts  Archives, 
cxii,  16,  and  is  endorsed  thus  : 

The  magistrates  are  v/illing  that  Jo  :  Hill,  Serient  Jo  :  Davis  Jo  :  Chand- 
ler Isaake  Walker,  Sam^'  Bitfield,  and  Mathew  Barnes  or  any  3  of  them 
shall  haue  power  to  sett  out  Lotts  to  all  the  Planters  belonging  to  the  sd 
Plantation  —  Prouided  they  sett  not  their  houses  too  far  asunder  &  the 
greater  Lotts  to  be  proportionable  to  mens  estate  &  charges,  and  that  no 
man  shall  haue  his  Lott  confirmed  to  him  before  he  hath  taken  the  Oath 
of  I-'idelity  before  some  magistrate  — and  desire  the  consent  of  the  Depu- 
ties herein.    Jo  :  Withrop  D  :  Go  : 

Consented  to  by  ye  deputies    Euw.  Rawson. 

Capt.  Pellam,  Left  Willard  &  Segnt.  Wheeler  are  appointed  Commis- 
sioners for  this  Courte  to  lay  out  ye  planters  of  Nashawav  such  propor- 
tions of  land  as  they  shall  judge  fitting  for  their  present  occasions  &  not 
prejudicial!  to  them  y-  hereafier  may  desire  to  sitt  downe  there.  Ye  Dep- 
utys  desire  ye  magist^  consent  hereto.     Edward  Raw'son 

"  Samll  Bitfield  "  is  crossed  out  —  aiso  the  paragi-aph  added  by  the  deputies  appoint- 
ing three  commissioners  —  also  this  clause,  which  had  been  inserted  at  first  after  tlie 
word  provided :  "  They  shall  not  lay  out  aboue  six  acres  to  any  first  Lott." 

I T-^  Nov.  1647.  Whereas  ye  Corte  hath  form/ly  granted  a  plantation  at 
Nashawav  vnto  Jno.  ChanK,  Isa.-  Walk',  Jno.  Davies,  Jno  Hill,  S:  Math  : 
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Barnes  &  yt  Jno.  Hill  is  dead,  Jno.  Chlnl^  Isaac  Walk^  &  Jno.  Davies 
have  signified  unto  3-e  Corte  yt  since  y '  said  graunt  they  have  acted 
nothing  as  und'tak'^  y"^  nor  lajd  out  any  lands,  &  furlh^  have  made 
request  to  yt  Corte  to  tatce  in  ye  said  graiint,  manifestiiicr  their  nVJ  anv/ill- 
ingness  to  be  engaged  y-in,  ye  Co''te  doth  not  thinke  fit  to  destroy  ye 
said  plantation,  but  rath''  to  incurnge  it.  oneiy  in  regard  y  psons  now 
upon  it  are  so  few  &  unraeete  for  such  a  worke  care  to  be  taken  to 
pcure  oth-%  in  ye  meane  time  to  remaine  in  ye  Co'ts  poW  to  dispose  of 
planting  &  orddng  of  it. 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

ii*f'Nov.  1647.  Tovrne  Marks  agreed  by  ye  General  Co''te  for  houses 
&c  .  .  .  .  ordered  to  be  set  upon  one  of  ye  nere  q''rs.       X  Nashavray 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

164S.  Showanon  the  great  sachym  of  Nasliaway  doth  embrace  tlie  Gos- 
pel &  pray  unto  God,  I  have  been  foure  times  there  this  Summer,  and 
there  be  more  people  by  far  then  be  amongst  us,  and  sundry  of  them  do 
gladly  hear  the  word  of  God,  but  it  is  ueer  40  n.iiles  otT  and  I  can  but  sel- 
dom goe  to  them :  whereat  they  are  troubled  and  desire  I  should  conie 
oftener,  and  stay  longer  when  1  come. 

Qohn  E'iot's  letter  in  Edward  Winslow's  "The  Glorious  Progress  of  the  Gospel 
amongst  the  Indians  in  New  England."] 

164S.  This  year  a  new  v,-ay  was  found  out  to  Connecticut  by  Nashua 
which  avoid'jd  much  of  tlie  hill  way. 

[John  Winthrop's  History  of  New  England,  II,  325.] 

1649.    ^  ^'-^^^  h^ive  a  great  desire  to  go  to  a  great  fishing  place 

Namaske  upon  Merimak ;  and  because  the  Indian  way  lyeth  beyond  the 
great  River  which  v/e  cannot  passe  udth  our  horses,  nor  can  we  well  go  to 
it  on  this  side  the  river  unless  we  go  by  Nashaway  whidi  is  about  and  bad 
way  unbeaten,  the  Indians  not  using  that  way:  I  therefore  hired  a  hardy 
man  of  Nashaway  to  beat  out  a  way  and  to  mark  trees  so  that  he  may 
Pilot  me  thither  in  the  spring,  and  he  hired  Indians  with  him  and  did  it, 
and  in  the  way  passed  through  a  great  people  called  Sowahagen  Indians, 

some  of  which  had  heard  me  at  Pautucket  and  at  Nashaway  

There  is  another  aged  Sachem  at  Ouabogud  three  score  miles  Westward, 
and  he  doth  greatly  desire  that  I  would  come  thither  and  teach  them,  and 
live  there,  and  I  made  a  journey  thither  this  summer,  and  I  went  by  Nash  - 
away:  but  it  so  fell  out  that  there  were  some  stirres  betwixt  the  Nazagan- 
sit  and  M<>nahegan  Indians,  some  murder  committed  Sec,  which  made  our 
church  doubtful  at  first  of  my  going,  which  when  the  Nashaway  Sachem 
heard,  he  commanded  twenty  armed  men  (after  their  manner)  to  be  ready, 
and  himself  with  these  twenty  men ;  besides  sundry  of  our  neer  Indians 
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went  along  with  me  to  guard  me,  but  I  took  some  English  along  with  n\e 
also.  So  that  hereby  their  good  affection  is  manifested  to  me  and  to  the 
work  I  have  in  hand. 

[  John  Eiiot's  ietter  in  '^A  farther  Discovery  of  the  present  state  of  the  Indians."] 

Namaske  is  now  Amoskeag  —  The  "hardy  man  of  Nashaway"  it  is  quite  certain 
was  John  Prescott,  who  also  was  the  discoverer  of  the  new  way  to  the  Counecticut  pre- 
viously noted.    Qi^bc£-ud,  \.  e.  Qaaboag,  now  Brookfield. 

June  19  1650.  Whereas  John  Prescot  &  others,  the  inhabitants  of 
Nasiiaway  pfercd  a  petition  to  this  Courte  desireinge  power  to  recouer 
all  common  charges  of  all  such  as  had  land  there,  not  residinge  w*^'"^  them, 
for  answer  v/hereunto  this  Court,  understandinge  that  the  place  before 
mentioned  is  not  fit  to  make  a  plantation,  (so  a  ministry  to  be  erected  & 
mayntayned  there,)  which  if  the  petitioners,  before  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  this  Court,  shall  not  suff:cientiy  make  the  sajd  place  appeare  to 
be  capable  to  answer  the  ends  above  mentioned  doth  order  that  the  pties 
inhabitinge  there  shalbe  called  there  hence,  &  suffred  to  live  without  the 
rneanes  no  longer       p.  curia. 

[Massachusetts  R.eccrds.] 

1650  .  .  .  That  whereas  at  my  first  preaching  at  Nashaway  sundry  did 
imbrace  the  word,  and  called  upon  God,  and  Pauwauingwas  wholly  silenced 
among  them  all :  yet  now  partly  being  forty  m.iles  of,  and  principally  by 
the  slow  progrcsse  of  this  v/ork,  Sathan  hath  so  emboldened  the  Pauvvau- 
ees  that  this  winter  (as  I  learn  to  my  grief)  there  hath  been  Pauwauing 
again  with  some  of  them. 

[John  Eliot  in  "A  further  [discovery  of  the  present  state  of  the  Indians."] 

165 1.  Declaration  of  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  John  Hall  of  Nashaway 
against  George  Whaley  of  Cambridge.  [.1/6".  tcn-n']  Sheweth  vnto  this  hon- 
ored Court  that  about  foure  moneths  since  George  [Whaley]  Steuen  Day 
«&  Samuell  Rayner  of  Cambridge  were  at  Nashaway  and  \^^S.  torn']  the 
house  of  John  Prescott  there  fell  out  a  discourse  betweene  John  Prescott  & 
Steuen  Day  in  discourse  John  Prescott  did  speake  against  John  & 
his  wife  Steuen  Day  did  vindicate  the  cause  of  Goodwife  Hall  in  her  ab- 
sence against  John  Prescott  till  at  length  George  Whale}  bade  Steuen  Day 
that  he  should  not  goe  about  to  justify  the  woman  for  Whaley  \_MS.  tor7i\ 
that  when  S-  Phillips  came  from  Nashaway  he  cam.e  into  the  buttery  at  the 
Colleiie  in  Cambridge  where  the  said  George  Whaley  demanded  of  Sr. 
Phillips  how  all  their  friends  at  JN'ashaway  did,  to  w=''''  S""  Phillips  answered 
they  were  all  well.  Mr  Whaley  further  demanded  how  he  liked  the  place, 
he  answered  uery  well.  It  is  a  desirable  place  as  any  was  in  the  country 
as  he  conceavcd.  Mr  Whaiey  further  asked  how  he  liked  the  people,  he 
answered  he  liked  them  uery  well  only  there  were  sorne  that  held  this 
opinion,  that  ail  things  v/ere  common  &  said  he  carne  one  morninge  to 


i8 


goodv/ife  halls  house  &  as  soon  as  he  was  come  goodwife  hall  demanded 
of  him  whether  all  things  were  not  common  now  as  in  the  apostles  tyme, 
&  before  that  Sr.  Idnliips  could  give  answer  she  did  frn  ther  say  that  this 
is  my  judgment,  that  all  things  are  coramon,  mens  wiues  alsoe,  at  w"'^ 
speech  Sleuen  Day  was  much  troubled  and  grieued  had  not  one  word 
more  to  say,  &  in  the  morning  after,  the  said  Day  &  Reynor  [went]  to 
goodwife  halls  house  &  being  sad  at  the  report  he  i.!iere  expressed  his 
greife  in  these  w^ords.  I  feare  there  is  an  \yvo)-d  Ulcgiblc\  amongst  you,  I 
wdsh  he  may  be  found  out,  to  w<^'i  goodwyfe  liall  answered  if  any  of  them 
gave  any  thinge  against  me  if  they  will  tell  mee  of  it  I  will  give  tliem  satis- 
faction, Steucn  Day  said  he  was  glad  to  heare  it  for  out  of  tliy  owne  moutlie 
they  will  judge  thee,  for  thus  Mr  Vv^haley  [says]  that  Sr.  Phillips  hath  re- 
ported of  thee  as  is  before  expressed  goodwife  hall  denyed  that  euer  she 
spake  any  such  thinge,  nor  did  she  hold  any  such  opinion,  herevpon  Steuen 
Day  demanded  of  Samuel  Rayner  whether  Mr  Whaley  did  not  speake  as 
he  had  then  related,  to  w-'-'  Samuel  Rayner  a.nswered  yt  was  soe  &  he 
would  take  his  oath  of  it,  This  relation  of  Steuen  Day  in  goodwife  halls 
house  &  Samuel!  Rayners  [relation]  of  it  was  in  goodwife  halls  house 
Richard  Smith  present.  G<;odwife  hall  much  greived  at  it  that  such  a 
scandal!  should  be  raysed  against  her,  knowinge  lierself  free  &  cleare, 
desired  to  speake  with  Mr  Whaley  &  on  the  next  day  after,  in  the  morn- 
inge  did  take  Richard  Smith  and  Lawrence  Waters  with  her  w*^^'"  sd  Smith 
&:  Waters  cominge  to  Mr  Whaley  desiringe  to  speake  w^'^  him  he  bade 
them  take  heed  how  they  did  speake  anything  for  the  woman,  yet  prom- 
ised to  speake  w'''  her  at'ter  breakfast  at  w^-''  tyme  Steuen  Day,  Richard 
Smith  &  Lawrence  Waters  &  goodwife  hall  came  to  Mr  Whaley  ;  goodwife 
hall  demanded  of  Mr  Whaley  what  he  had  against  her  Wiiaiey  ansv;ered 
that  S''  Phillips  in  the  buttery  at  the  College  had  spoken  as  betbre  ex- 
pressed, only  he  did  then  ieaue  out  mens  wiues.  this  testified  Richard 
Smith  Lawrence  Waters  &  Steuen  Day 

To  Steuen  Day  &  Samuel  Reyner  of  Cambridge.  You  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  appeare  at  the  next  Court  held  at  Cambridge  the  7^''  day  of  y 
eight  moneth  next  to  wittnes  for  the  wife  of  John  Hal!  of  Nashav/ay  in  a 
case  in  dilference  betv»-ecne  her  Cs:  George  Whaley  of  Cambridge  —  &  here- 
of you  are  not  to  fayle  at  your  prdl. 

dated  the  12*^'  day  of  the  7'''  mo  1651.    By  the  Court 

Hugh  Griff yn  C. 

The  testimony  of  Goodman  Prescot  &  his  wife 
After  that  Mr  Phillips  came  fro;n  (ioodwife  Halls  hee  told  mee  and  my 
wife  that  goodwife  Hall  did  aske  Idm  wiiat  he  thought  by  y- judgment  of 
those  that  hold  that  all  things  are  co'Tioo..  Mr  Phillips  asked  her  how  shee 
[meant]  all  tilings  comon  '.vhether  as  it  w.is  in  y  Apostles  tjme,  hei  ans- 
wer was  ail  things  without  any  excejJtion,  and  Mr  Phillips  said  it  was  a 
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damnable  opinion  ;  yea  indeed  (shee  said)  I  have  knowne  sad  effects  come 
of  it,  and  in  further  discourse  hee  S7iid  shee  said  shee  kept  one  in  her 
house  which  was  of  that  opinion.  John  Prescott 

Attested  uppon  oath  by  John  Prescot  in  Court  The  mark  X  of 

Tii .  Danforth  Record^'  Mary  Prescot 

The  Testimony  of  Richard  Smith  &  Lawrence  Waters  concerning  the 
speeches  of  George  Wlialey  against  hall. 

Cominge  to  Mr  Whaley  in  the  next  morninge  after  the  relation  of 
Steuen  day  at  goodwife  halls  the  said  Smith  Waters  desired  to  speake 
with  Mr  Wiialey,  he  bade  them  take  heed  how  tliey  did  speake  any 
thing  for  the  woman,  yet  promised  to  speake  with  her  after  breakefast  at 
w-"'  time,  Steuen  day  beinge  allsoe  present  goodwife  hall  demanded  of  Mr 
Vrhah'y  what  he  had  against  her,  to  w^'^  Mr  Whaley  made  this  answer 
that  S""  Phillip.-:,  in  the  buttery  at  the  College  in  Cambridge  cominge  into 
the  buttery  answered  to  him  as  followeth  .  Mr  Whaley  demanded  nrst  how 
did  all  freinds  at  Nashaway.  S^  Phillips  answered  they  are  well.  Whaley 
further  demanded  liow  he  liked  the  pliice,  he  answered  very  well,  it  was  a 
desirable  place  as  any  was  in  the  country,  as  he  conceived  .  Mr  Whaley 
further  demanded  how  he  liked  the  people,  he  answered  he  liked  them 
well  only  there  Vvas  some  that  held  this  opinion  that  ail  thinges  were  com- 
mon, Mr  Whaley  demanded  who  they  were,  he  answered  John  Hall's  wife. 

The  Testimony  of  Samuel  Raner  is  that  he  heard  Lieft.  George  Whaley 
say  y^  S""  Phillips  told  him  y'  Goodwife  Hall  asked  wliether  all  things  were 
cofhon.       Attested  uppon  oath  in  Court. 

Tho  Danfokth  Rec. 

The  Testimony  of  Stephen  Day  is  that  he  heard  Lieft  George  Whaley 
say  y*  he  received  by  report  of  S""  Phillips  that  Goochvife  Hall  had  pro- 
posed a  question  of  this  import  whether  all  things  W  common.  Attested 


The  foregoing  documents  in  the  case  of  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  John  Hall,  vs.  Lieut.  George  Whaley,  for  slander,  are 
in  the  Court  files  of  Middlesex  County.  Lawrence  Waters 
had  sold  his  first  house-lot  of  about  seventeen  acres,  and 
the  house  upon  it,  to  John  Hall.  Elizabeth  Hall  was  living- 
there,  while  her  husband  at  this  time  was  in  England.  He 
soon  sent  for  her  to  come  to  him,  and  the  estate  was  sold 
to  Pachard  Smith.  The  suit  against  Whaley  never  came 
to  judgm.ent. 
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-th  gth  j-.-^Q  1652.  Herm.on  Garret  vs  Joltn  Hali  for  takeing  :i^x3.y  part 
of  tiieir  ir!i;ht  pasture  fence  which  fenciiig  cost  1 1  r.,  13%,  4>i_  The  Court 
rcfu-.eth  to  take  cognizance  of  this  case  bee.  the  Damage  cannot  be  made 
appears  to  be  aboue  foi  ty  shilliiigs  and  do  graunt  the  Detft  costs  one 
pound  eight  shillings. 

[Middleicx  Court  Records.]  " 

A  bill  of  Charges  given  in  to  the  Court  by  the  Auturny  of  Jno  Hai!  of 
Nashaway  defendant  in  the  case  of  Harmon  Garret  &  John  Shawe. 
Atu'-ney  &  Witnesses 

John  Tinker  2  days  from  Boston  4'' 
Richard  Smith  &  Lawrence  Waters  from  Nashaway  foure  dayes  i;^.  o 
apeece  at  2'  6'-  p  daye  i  4 

Goodman  Lenton  4  daies  from  Nashaway  at  2'  6'^  per  day  o,,io'' 

Totall  is  fi  14"' 

The  Court  allow  ior  Costs  2°  pr  diem  which  is  one  pound  8* 
&  2  another  witness  2*  to  be  taken  off,  in  ali  one  pound  2^ 

[Middlesex  Court  Files.]  '  y  ■ 

■  The  above  document  affords  the  only'  evidence  we  have 
of  John  Shaw's  connection  with  tlie  Nashaway  Company. 
Therein  also  is  the  earliest  mention  of  f/ie  night  j)astii7'c. 
This  common  field,  often  ret^erred  to  in  the  records,  is  the 
subject  of  a  strange  error.  Under  the  mistaken  idea  tliai 
it  had  some  connection  with  a  transient  proprietor,  Philip 
Knight  —  who  buiit  his  house  next  to  Prescott's  on  the 
southeast  slope  of  George  Hill — it  has  been  called  ''the 
Knight  pasture,"  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  never 
spelled  with  a  K  in  any  original  record.  All  that  area  of 
land  bounded  by  the  rivers  on  the  east  and  south,  and 
northerly  by  the  present  highway  from  the  Sprague  bridge 
to  the  site  of  the  Penecook  wading  place  near  the  corner 
southeast  of  Charles  L.  Wilder's  house  —  except  Lawrence 
Waters'  seventeen  acres  at  the  west  end — was,  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  settlement,  set  apart  and  fenced  as  a  common 
pasture,  wherein  the  kme,  horses,  goats,  sheep  and  swine 
of  the  settlers  could  be  assemibled  and  cared  for  at  night. 
When  several  y^ears  later  an  af)propriate  allotm.ent  of  land 
was  sought  for  the  Reverend  Joseph  Rov/landson,  it  was 
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finally  laid  out  to  him  ^'  in  thr.  jiioiit  -pasture,  zuithin  that 
fence  that  ivas  fonucrly  sett  up  by  the  copartners,''  A 
ii!.q-ht  pastrre  was  the  ■T)ublic  institution  preceding  nearly  ail 
others,  in  the  planting  of  a  New  England  town.  That  of 
Boston  was  establislied  in  1634  hy  the  following  order.: 
"Item  :  That  there  shalbe  a  little  house  built,  and  a  sufh- 
ciently  payled  yard  to  lodge  the  Cattell  in  of  nights  att 
Pullen  poynt  necke."  We  hnd  the  name  in  Boston  records 
even  as  late  as  1699,  attaching  to  a  field  at  RAimney  ]Marsh. 
The  ''night  pasture"  of  Roxbury  has  frequent  mention  in 
the  land  records,  while  Concord.  Groton,  and  otlier  towns 
of  early  origin,  afford  in  their  annals  abundant  prooi  that 
the  custom,  was  universally  obser\'ed.  <:>f  driving  the  common 
herd  afield  daily  during  the  season  of  forage,  under  the 
care  of  children  and  keepers.  Strict  rules  were  foriiially 
adopted  b}'  th_e  tov/ns  for  the  guidance  of  proprietors  and 
herdsmen.  In  Watertown  the  enclosure  was  called  the 
"cow  pen  or  "  Vv'olf  pen."  and  this  latter  name  is  suggest- 
ive of  a  reason  other  than  convenience,  for  the  ancient 
usage.    In   1634,  Nathaniel  Ward,  in  ''New  England's 

Prospect."  says  "a  fevv^  posts  and  rayles  keepes 

out  the  Wolves  &  keepes  in  the  cattle."  Wolves  vvere  to 
the  pioneer  of  Nev/  England  the  most  troublesome  of  all 
wild  beasts,  being  too  cunning  to  be  trapped,  too  cowardly 
to  come  within  reacli  of  the  gun,  and  fearfully  destructive 
in  their  midnight  forays  upon  the  unhoused  stock.  It  was 
soon  found  out,  it  would  seem,  that  to  the  woltish  sagacity 
a  lence  was  an  impenetrable  mystery. 

1652.  Reverend  Timothy  Harrington,  in  "A  Century 
Sermon,"  states  that  the  petition  of  the  nine  families  of  the 
Nashav^ay  settlement  for  township  rights  was  dated  May 
18,  1653.  We  now  know  that  it  was  the  year  previous,  and 
although  that  petition  can  be  nowhere  discovered,  the 
action  of  the  General  Court  upon  it  in  1652  is  duly  recorded, 
with  subsequent  amendments. 
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The  Courtes  answer  to  a  petition  risenterl  from  the  inhabitants  of  Nash- 
away,  a'To  52  concerning  the  settleing  of  th,e  plant.  i)i  seueral]  piiculcrs. 

I  Firs!,  it  is  detirmined  that  the  orderinge  &  dispusinge  of  the  planta- 
tion of  Nashaway  is  wholey  in  this  Courts  power,  as  appeares  by  an  order 
of  the  Cienerall  Court  in  ano  1647. 

Consideringe  that  there  is  already  at  Nasha\^■ay  aboui  9  fiimilyes, 
&  that  seueral,  both  freemen  &  others  intend  to  goe  &  settle  there,  some 
whereof  are  named  in  theire  petition,  this  Court  doth  Iiereby  giue  &graunt 
them  liljeityts  of  a  townshipp,  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants,  doe 
order  it  to  be  called  1'rescott. 

That  theire  lymitts  shalbe  set  out  accordinge  to  a  deede  of  the 
Indian  sagamore,  vizt  Nashaway  Riuer,  at  the  passing  ouer  to  be  center, 
&  nue  nules  north,  fiue  miles  south,  hue  miles  east  &  three  miles  west:  & 
y^  this  Court  appoynt  some  commissiono'S  to  se  these  lynes  extended  & 
theire  bounds  h  rnitted. 

4-?  That  Edward  Brecke,  Nathaniel  Hadlocke  W"'  Cariey,  Thom.as 
Sawvef,  John  Prescott  &  Ralph  Fioughton,  or  any  fow-er  of  them  whereof 
the  majo-  part  to  be  freemen,  to  be  for  psent  the  prudential]  men  of  tlie 
sd  towne,  both  to  se  all  allottments  iajd  out  to  the  planters  in  due  ppor- 
tion  to  theire  estates  &  also  to  order  the  prudential!  atTa3"res  vntill  it  shall 
appeare  to  this  Court  that  the  place  be  so  firre  settled  with  able  m.en  as 
the  Court  may  thinke  it  capable  of  glueing  them  full  libtie  of  a  townshipp 
accordirige  to  law. 

5^y.  That  all  such  psons  who  haue  possessed  &:  coatynued  inhabitants 
at  Nashaway  shall  haue  theire  lolts  formerly  lajd  oui  conhrmed  to  them, 
pvided  they  take  the  oath  of  fidelity. 

6'y.  That  Sudh>ury  should  make  cartwayes  within  theire  bounds  to 
pass  to  &  from  sd  plantatio". 

y'y.  That  the  sd  inhabitants  be  rated  for  public^ce  charge  within  the 
county  of  Midiesex  &  to  that  end  the  towne  may  choose  a  constable. 

8'-'.  That  they  take  care  tliat  a  godly  munistery  may  be  mayntayned 
amongst  tncm,  iS;  y*  no  euill  psons,  enemies  to  this  Comonwealth  in  judg- 
ment or  practise,  be  admitted  as  inhabitants  amongst  them,,  &  none  to 
haue  lotts  conhrmed  but  such  as  take  the  oath  of  fidelitv. 

9'^.  It  is  hereby  declared,  that  a' though  the  tirst  vndertakers  &  copart- 
ners in  the  plantation  of  Nashaway  are  wholey  evacuated  of  theire  clayme 
In  lotts  there,  by  order  of  this  Court,  yet  that  such  psons  of  tliem.  who 
haue  e.voended  either  charge  or  labour  for  the  benehtt  of  the  place,  & 
haue  helped  on  the  worke  there  from  time  to  time,  ebher  in  contriin'.tinge 
to  y*^  miiiistery,  or  in  the  purchase  from  the  Indians  or  in  any  other  pub- 
licke  worke  that  such  psons  are  to  be  considered  b}  the  tow^ne,  either  in 
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pportion  of  land  or  some  other  way  of  satisfaction,  as  may  be  just  & 
meete,  pvided  such  psons  doe  make  such  theire  expences  clearly  appeare 
in  six  moneths. 

Here  the  action  of  the  Court  naturally  closed,  and  the 
usual  sequence  of  the  concurrence  of  magistrates  and  ex- 
ecutive would  be  e?cpected.  But  no  I  Some  one,  whether 
magistrate  or  one  higher  in  authority  is  btyond  our  tinding, 
seems  to  have  bethouglit  himself  that  not  even  a  Governor 
of  the  Colony  had  been  so  much  honored  as  to  have  a  town 
named  for  him,  and  objected  to  thus  dignifying  the  busy 
blacksmith  of  Nashaway,  who  was  not  only  no  freeman, 
but  had  once  seemed  to  sympathize  v/ith  Dr.  Child's  criti- 
cisms of  the  colonial  system  of  taxation  without  representa- 
tion. Amendment  was  carried  as  follows,  ignoring  the 
inhabitants'  request  : 

This  Court,  takeing  the  condition  of  Nashaway  into  further  considera- 
tion doe  order,  that  it  shalbe  called  henceforth  West  Towne,  &  doe 
further  confirme  there  graunt  of  8  miles  square  w'hich  was  formerly 
graunted  them,  which  wiil  encourage  many  to  plant  there. 

This  meaninsrless  substitute  for  a  name  was  doubiless 

o 

not  kindly  received  by  those  who  had  expected  one  eupho- 
nious, significant,  and  of  the  1  r  o  Vv^  n  choosing.  Another 
petition  met  the  next  general  court,  of  which  we  know 
only  the  answer,  dated  May  i8,  1653. 

In  answer  to  another  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Nashaway  for 
settling  of  theire  graunt,  this  Court  doth  order  the  plantation  at  Nasha- 
way to  center,  as  in  the  Court  order  of  Maij  52  (which  is  the  foregoing 
order,)  and  to  be  layd  out  in  pportion  to  eyght  miles  sqare,  &  that  the 
seueral  pticulers  being  in  num/oer  nyne,  be  confirmed  to  them,  save  in  the 
close  of  the  2'-^  article  about  the  name  of  the  towne,  that  the  name  of  it 
be  henceforth  called  Lan'CASter,  &  in  the  sixth  article  that  Sudbury  & 
Lancaster  lay  out  high  waves  according  to  y^  Court  order,  for  the  Countryes 
vse  &:  them  repayre  as  need  shalbe,  &  that  instead  of  six  moneths  ex- 
pressed in  the  close  of  the  9^''  article,  such  psons  to  haue  twelue  moneths 
from  the  end  of  this  session  for  such  demaundes  :  and  that  tlie  intrest  of 
Harmon  Garrett  &  such  others  as  were  first  vndertakers  or  haue  ben  at 
great  charges  there,  shalbe  made  good  to  him.  them  or  his  or  theire  heirs 
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in  all  theire  allottments  as  to  other  theire  inliabitants  in  pportion  to  cliarges 
expended  by  him  and  such  otneis  aforesd,  pvidcd  they  make  improue- 
ments  of  such  allottments,  by  buildinge  &  plantinge.  within  three  )eares 
after  they  are  or  shalbe  layd  out  to  them,  otherwise  theire  intrest-^  hereby 
pvided  for  to  be  va}  d,  <S:  all  such  lands  so  hereby  reserued  to  be  at  the 
towns  dispose. 

1653.  At  a  county  court  held  at  Cambridge  the  5.  2  mo  1653.  This 
Court  doth  order  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Nashaway  Plantation  at  or  before 
the  20*^  of  this  p'nt  month  do  send  downe  one  able  man  to  be  sworne  be- 
fore some  niagistrale,  for  the  constable  of  there  plantacon. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 


EARLY  RECORDS 


^  OF 


LANCASTER,  .MASSACHUSETTS. 


'"PHE  so  called  act  of  incorporation  of  Lancaster,  dated 
^  jNIay  18,  1653,  as  copied  by  Master  John  Tinker,  forms 
the  first  page  of  the  town's  records.  The  leaf  is  badly 
torn,  and  many  words  have  crumbled  away.  It  has  sliglit 
\iirlial  d^iTerences  from  the  original  in  the  records  of  the 
general  court,  and  from  an  official  copy  by  Secretary  Ii-d~ 
ward  Rawson,  in  Massachusetts  Archives,  cxii,  54-55. 

COPPIE  OF  THE  COURTIS  GRANT. 
At  a  Gen'"-'  Court  of  Election  held  at  Boston  the  18^^'  of  May  1653. 

1.  In  ans\;cr  to  the  Peticon  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Nashaway  the  Court 
finds  according  to  a  former  order  of  the  Gen""'^  Court  in  Anno  1647  6: 
95  :  That  the  ordering  and  disposei ng  of  the  Plantation  at  Nasha\vay  is 
wholly  in  the  Courts  power 

2.  Considering  that  there  is  aihedy  at  Nashaway  about  nine  ifaniilies 
and  that  severall  both  freemen  and  others  intend  to  goe  and  setie  there 
son-ic  whereof  are  named  iu  this  Ps^tition  the  Court  doth  Grant  them  the 
lib -rtie  of  a  TowneshijDp  and  orders  that  hensforth  it  sliail  be  called  Lan- 
caster 

3  That  ihc  Bour\ds  thereof  shall  be  sett  out  according  to  a  deede  of 
the  Indian  Sagamore,  viz.  NashawMy  Riuer  at  the  passing  ouer  to  be  the 
Center,  liue  miles  North  fiue  miles  south  fiue  miles  east  and  three  miles 
wesi:  by  such  Cornissioners  as  ih.e  Courte  sliall  appoint  to  see  theis  Lines 
extended  and  their  bounds  limitted 

;.  That  Edward  Breck,  Nathaniel!  fladiocke,  William  Kcrley,  Thomas 
^:aytr,  John  Prescot  and  Plaiph  floughton,  or  any  foure  of  them,  whereof 
the  maior  Parte  to  be  freemen  to  be  for  present  the  prudentiall  men  of  ihe 
SAid  Towae  both  to  see  all  allottments  to  be  laid  out  to  the  Planters  in 
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due  proportion  to  theire  estates  and  aliso  to  order  other  Prudentiall  ataires 
viitill  it  shall  Appeare  to  this  Court  lhat  the  Place  be  so  farr  seated  with 
able  men  as  the  Court  may  Judg  meet,  to  give  theai  full  liberties  of  a 
Townshipp  according  to  Lawe. 

5.  That  all  such  Persons  whoe  haiie  possessed  and  Continued  Inhabi- 
tants of  Nashav/ay  shall  haue  their  Lotts  formerly  Laid  out  contirmed  to 
ihem  provided  tb.ey  take  tlie  oaili  of  ndeiiitie 

6.  That  Sudbery  and  Liincaster  L.iy  out  liighwaies  betwixt  Towne  and 
ToTi-ne  according  to  order  of  Court  for  the  Countries  vse  and  then  repaire 
them  as  neede  stialbe 

7.  The  Court  Orders  That  Lanca^ter  shall  be  rated  Vv'-''in  the  County 
of  Midlesex  and  the  Towne  hath  Liberty  to  choose  a  Constable. 

8.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  doe  take  care  that  a  godly  min- 
ester  may  be  maintained  amongst  them  and  that  no  e\'ill  persons  Enemies 
to  the  Lawes  of  this  Comonwealth  in  Judgment  01  Practize  be  Admitted 
as  Inhabitants  amongst  them  and  none  to  haue  Lotts  Contirmed  but  such 
as  take  the  oathe  of  fidellitie 

9.  That  allthough  the  first  Undertakers  and  partners  in  the  Plantacon 
of  Nashav/ay  are  v»'holy  Evacuated  of  theire  Claimes  in  Lotts  there  by  order 
of  this  Courte  yet  that  such  persons  of  them  whoe  haue  Expended  either 
Charge  or  Labor  for  the  Benefitt  of  the  place  and  haue  helpped  on  the  Pub- 
like workcs  there  from  tinie  to  time  either  in  Contributing  to  the  minestrie 
or  in  the  Purchase  from  the  Indians  or  any  other  Publike  worke,  that  such 
persons  are  to  be  Considered  by  the  Towne  eith.er  in  proportion  of  Land 
or  some  other  way  of  satisfaction  as  may  be  Just  and  raeete.  Provided 
such  Persons  do  make  such  theire  expeaces  Cieerly  xA.ppeare  within  Twelue 
monethes  after  the  end  of  this  Sessions  for  such  demandes  and  that  the 
Interest  of  Harmon  Garrett  and  such  others  as  were  first  vndertakers  or 
haue  bin  at  Great  Charges  there  shalbe  made  good  to  him  them  his  or 
theire  heires  in  all  Allottments  as  to  other  the  Inhabitants  in  proportion  to 
the  Charges  expended  by  him  and  such  others  aforesaid.  Provided 
they  make  Improuem'  of  such  Allotmt^  by  building  and  Planting  w^''in 
three  yeares  after  they  are  or  shalbe  Laid  out  to  them,  otherwise  theire 
Interest  hereby  Provided  for  to  bee  vo}-de,  And  all  such  Lands  soe  hereby 
Reserved  to  be  thcncforth  at  the  Townes  Dispose  :  In  further  Answer  to 
this  Peticon  the  Court  Judgeth  it  meete  to  Confirm  the  aboue  mentioned 
Nine  perticulera  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster,  and  order  that  the  bounds 
thereof  be  Laid  out  in  proportion  to  eight  miles  square. 

Following  this,  by  the  same  hand,  were  nineteen  nutn- 
bered  pages,  of  which  only  the  last  twelve  are  now  extant. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  in  dates  the  name  of  the  month  is 
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sometimes  found.  After  Goverucir  John  Win  thro  p\s  time 
this  new  method  began  to  be  observed  by  some,  but  usually 
the  heatp.en  names  of  months  and  days  were  carefully 
avoided,  and  the  ordinals  used,  Ivlarch  being  the  first 
month. 

OF  THE  COVEX'^;  ChURCH  LaND  ;  MEETING  HOUSE,  LOTTS   lO^:    &C  : 

1653  18:  8  m'\  The  bond  to  bindc  all  comers.  Memorandum,  That 
wee  whose  Names  are  subscribed,  vppon  the  Receiueing  and  accept- 
anc  of  our  severall  Lands,  and  AJlottments  W''^  all  Appurlinances 
thereof,  from  those  m.en  who  are  Chosen  by  the  Generall  Court  to 
Lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  Lands  within  the  Towne  of  Liinchaster 
heertofore  Called  by  tlie  name  of  Nashaway  doe  hereby  Covenant  & 
binde  ourselucs  our  heires  Execut"  &  Assigues  to  the  observing  and 
keepeing  of  these  orders  and  Agreements  hereafter  mentioned  and  Ex- 
pressed. 

Charck  Lands,  ftirst  ffor  the  maintainanc  of  the  minestree  of  Gods 
holy  word  wee  doe  Aliowe  Covenant  and  Agree  that  there  be  laid  out 
Stated  and  established,  and  we  doe  hereby  estate  and  establish  as  Chiirch 
Land  with  all  the  priuil'edges  and  Appurtinances  therevnlo  belonging  for 
ever,  thirty  a:ors  of  vppland  and  fortie  acors  of  Enterva'e  Land  and 
twelue  acors  of  meddowe  with  free  Libertie  of  Commons  for  Pasture  and 
fire  wood,  1  he  said  Lands  to  be  improved  by  the  Plantation  or  otherwise 
in  Such  order  as  shalbe  best  Advised  and  Concluded  by  the  Plantation 
without  Rent  paying  for  the  same,  vntiil  the  Labours  of  the  Planters  or 
those  that  doe  improue  the  sam.e,  be  tfully  sattisfied.  And  wee  doe  agree 
that  the  Plantation  or  Sellect  men  shall  determine  the  time,  how  Longe 
every  man  shall  hold  and  hnprouc  the  said  Lands  for  the  protnt  thereof. 
And  then  to  be  Rented  according  to  the  yearly  vallue  thereof  and  paid  in 
to  such  persons  as  the  Plantation  or  Sellectmen  shall  Appoynt  to  and  for 
the  vse  of  and  towards  the  maintainanc  of  the  minester  Pastor  or  Teacher 
for  the  time  being,  or  whomesocver  may  bee  stated  to  preach  the  word  of 
God  among  vs  :  or  it  may  be  in  the  Choyce  of  the  minester  to  fmproue 
the  said  Lands  himselfe. 

Meeti)ig  house.  And  ffurther  wee  doe  Covenant  and  Agree  to  build  a 
Convenient  meeting  house  for  the  PubUque  Assembling  of  the  Church 
and  People  of  God,  to  vvorshipj-  God  according  to  his  holy  ordinances  in 
the  most  eacpjall  and  Convenient  place  that  may  be  Advized  and  Concluded 
by  the  Plantation. 

Ministers  house.  And  to  Build  a  house  for  the  Minester  vppon  the 
sai.d  Church  Land. 
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house  lofts  to  pay  lo^  p  aiin  to  the  niinestt'r.  And  fti'.rther  we 
doe  Engage  and  Covenant  every  one  for  himselfe  his  heires  Exec- 
utors &  Assignee  to  pay  to  and  for  tlic  vse  of  tlie  mincslree  aboue- 
tlie  suaic  of  ten  shillings  a  yeare  as  for  and  in  Considcrncon  of 
o- home  Lotts  yearly  for  ever,  our  home  Lotts  to  s*and  Engaged  for  the 
payment  thereof,  and  v, hat  a!i  this  shall  f.ill  short  of  a  Coniuecenl  rnam- 
ttnance  we  Covenant  to  make  vpp  by  an  equall  Rate  vppon  Goods, 
and  other  improved  Lands  (not  home  lots)  in  such  v/ay  and  order  as  the 
Country  rate  is  Raised.  And  in  case  of  vacansy  of  a  minester  the  main- 
tainanc  Ariseing  from  the  Church  Land  and  home  Lotts  abouementioned, 
shalbe  paid  to  such  as  shalbe  Appoynied.  for  the  use  of  a  scoole  to  be  as 
a  stock:  or  as  stock  towards  the  maintainanc  of  the  minester,  as  the  Plan- 
tation or  Sellcct  men  shall  think  meetest. 

To  build  Inhabit  b^c  in  a  year  or  loose  all  and  pay  5:^  And  for  the 
better  i'^romoteiug  and  seiing  forward  of  tlie  Plantation  wee  Covenant  and 
Agree,  That  such  person  or  persons  of  vs  who  haue  not  inhabited  this 
Plantation  heretofore  and  are  yett  to  come  to  build  Im.proue  and  Inhabitt 
That  we  will  (by  the  will  of  God)  come  vpn  to  build  to  Plant  land  and 
Inhabit  at  or  before  one  whole  yeare  be  passed  next  after  o"  acceptance 
of  o'^  Allottments,  or  elc  to  Loose  all  our  Charges  about  it,  and  our  Lotts 
to  Return  to  the  Plantation,  and  to  pay  fiae  pounds  for  the  vse  of  the 
Plantation. 

IVhat  Inhdbita>its  not  to  be  Adimted.  A.nd  for  the  Better  prcserveing 
of  the  puritie  of  Religion  and  onrselues  from  infection  of  Error  we  Cove- 
nant not  to  distribute  A  ilotta^.ents  and  to  Receiue  into  the  Plantation  as 
Inhabitants  any  excominicat  or  otherwise  prophane  and  scandalus  (known 
so  to  bee)  nor  any  notoriously  erring  against  the  Docktrin  and  Discipline 
of  the  Churches  and  the  state  and  Governm'  of  this  Coirionweale. 

to  end  all  difrenc  by  Arbitracon,  And  for  the  better  preserveing  of 
peace  and  love,  and  yet  to  keepe  the  Ivules  of  justice  and  Equitie  amonge 
ourselues,  we  Covenant  not  to  goe  to  Lawe  one  with  an  other  in  Actions 
of  Debt  or  I)amages  one  towards  an  other  either  in  name  or  state  but  to 
end  all  such  Controversies  among  ourselues  by  arbitration  or  otheYvrise 
except  in  cases  Cnppitall  or  Criminail  that  sinn  mav  not  goe  vnpunished 
or  that  the  mater  be  aboue  our  abillities  to  judge  of,  and  that  it  bee  with 
the  Consent  of  the  Planiation  or  Seliect  men  thereof. 

To  pay  lo^  p  L'ift .  And  for  the  Laying  out  measureing  and  bound- 
ing of  our  Allottments  of  this  first  Diuision  and  for  and  towards  the  Satis- 
fieing  of  our  Ei>g:igem''  to  the  Generall  Court,  to  make  payment  for 
purchase  of  the  Indians  we  Covenant  to  pay  ten  sldllings  every  one  of  vs 
for  our  several!  Aliottm^%  to  the  Seilect  men  or  whome  they  may  Appoynt 
to  Receive  it.- 
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Equal  I  Loits  first  Dluition,  in  2*'^^  Diuitions  acord  to  Estates  :  And, 
whereas  Lotts  are  Now  Laid  out  for  the  mo3L  part  Equally  to  Rich  and 
poore,  Partly  to  keepe  the  Towne  froni  Scatering  to  farr.  and  partly  out 
of  Chaiitie  arif]  Resi^ect  to  men  of  meaner  estate,  yet  that  Equal] itie 
(which  is  the  Rule  of  God)  may  be  observed,  we  Covenant  and  Agree, 
That  in  a  second  Devision  and  so  through  all  other  Devitions  of  Land  the 
mater  shall  be  clra'.vne  as  neere  to  equallitie  according  to  mens  estates  as 
wee  are  able  to  doe,  Tiiat  he  which  hath  now  miore  then  his  estate  Deserv- 
eth  in  home  Lotts  and  entervale  Lotts  shall  haue  so  much  Less:  and  he 
that  hath  now  Less  then  his  estate  Deserveth  shall  haue  so  much  more. 
And  that  w^ee  may  the  better  keepe  due  proportion  we  Covenant  and  agree 
thus  to  account  of  mens  estates  (viz)  ten  pounds  a  head  for  every  person 
and  all  other  goods  bv  due  \'al!ue,  and  to  proportion  to  every  ten  pounds 
three  acors  of  Land  two  of  vpland  and  one  of  Entervale  and  we  giue  a 
years  Libertie  to  Euery  man  to  bringe  in  his  estate. 

Gifts  free.  Yet  Nevertheless  it  is  to  be  vnderstood  That  we  doe  not 
heereby  preiudice  or  Barr  the  Plantation  from  Accomodateing  any  man  by 
GirTt  of  Land  (vvhich  proply  are  not  Allottm'':)  but  wee  doe  reserve  that 
in  the  free  Power  of  the  Plantation  as  occation  may  hereafter  be  onered : 
And  in  Case  The  Planters  estate  be  Lov^'e  that  he  can  claime  Nothing  in 
oth.er  diuitions  yet  it  is  to  be  vnderstood  that  he  shall  enioy  all  the  Land 
of  the  first  Devision. 

in  2*^^  Deuitivi.  And  further  wo  Covenant  That  if  any  Planters  do 
desire  to  haue  his  proportion  in  the  second  devition  it  shalbe  Granted. 

Rules  for  Proporcon  of  Meddcnos.  And  ffurther  wee  Covenant  to  lay 
out  Meddow  Lands  according  to  the  preasent  estates  of  the  PJanttrs,  with 
respect  to  be  had  to  Remoteness  or  Neereness,  of  that  which  is  remote  to 
giae  the  more  and  of  that  wch  is  neere  to  giue  the  Less. 

And  Concerning  the  30  acors  of  vppland  and  40  acors  of  Entervale 
aboue  Granted  as  Church  Land  It  is  agreed  and  conchuded  to  Lye 
bounded  by  John  Prescotts  Ditch  vppon  the  South  and  the  North  Riuer 
over  an  ends  {anensfl  Lawrenc  Waters  vppon  the  North  and  so  Rangeing 
allong  westward. 

And  for  the  Preventing  of  Inconveniences  and  the  more  peaceable  [su- 
ing of  the  business  about  building  of  a  meeting  house  it  is  Considered 
and  Concluded  as  tlie  most  equal!  place  that  the  meeting  house  be  budded 
as  neere  to  the  Church  Land  and  to  the  Neck  of  Land  as  It  can  bee  with- 
out any  notable  inconveniencie. 

And  it  is  allso  agreed  That  in  all  partes  and  Quarters  of  the  Towne 
where  5undi.ry  Lotts  do  Lie  together  cliey  shalbe  ffenced  by  a  Common 
ttenc  according  to  proportion  of  acors  by  every  planter,  And  yett  not  to 
barr  any  man  from  perticuler  and  priuat  Enclosure  at  his  pleasure. 
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This  is  a  true  Cuppie  of  the  Lawes  and  orders  ffirst  Enrxltd  and  made 
by  those  Appoynted  and  Impowered  by  t!ie  Gcnrall  Court  as  it  is  found 
in  the  old  book. 

Those  Names  y'^  haue  subscribed  to  these  orders  :    V:'  - 

EDWARD  BrEK  (     I  subscribe  to  this  for  niy  seb'e  and  for  my  sonn  Robert  saue  that  it  is 
/  agreed  that  wc  arc  not  bound  to  come  vpp  to  inhabit  v/tl'i'j  a  yenrs  tim''*  in 
Rob  "    BrEK  :      j  our  owne  persons :    This  is  a  true  Coppie: 

Jn'"*  Prescott.       1  .  ■  -■ 

William  Kerly    J  ,  ,        ,      ,  ^ 

>  These  subscribed  too'ether  the  first 
Tho.mas  Saver      j  ^  ■    ■  ■  ■ 

Ralph  Haughtonj  '  ■' • 

Tx"  VVhitcomb  Seni'':  ) 

JN-^  Whitcomb  Juni^ :  S  Subscribed  20  :  day  :  9  mo  :  1652  . 

RICH/^RD  laNTON.   ^  . 

Jn^  Johnson.  J>  Subscribed  :  4^"^ :  9  nv  :  1654  . 

Jekemlih  Rogers  j 

Jn'''  Moore:    Subscribed:  1 1*'- :  first       :  1653 

^  Subscribed :    13^^- :  i  m" :  1653      .  ;  ■  ; 

Th*^:  James:    mark      21''":  3  m" :  1653 
Edmund  Parker.  1 

Benlvmlxe  Twitchell  y  Subscribed  :  i*^'':  8  m" :  1652 

ANTilONY  Ne-.VTON.  j 

Steephen  Day    ^Subscribed:  15^'':  i  m" :  1653 
James  Aderton  (both  of  y"'- 
Hp:nry  Kerly; 


William  Lewes 
Jn'^  Lewes. 


Richard  Smith.  .  ^  ,  , 

-„  T     r  r' Subscribed  15:  i  m'^ :  1653 

William  Kerly  Jun^  j  ^  ^-^ 

Jn".  Smith.  j 

Lawrenc  Waters 

Jn'\  White:    Subscribed:  i'''  May  1653 
Jn'^  ffarrer  :  Subscribed:  24:  Septemb""  1653 
Jacob  ffarrer  :    San-;e  date 
ToHN  PIaughton  /     ,  , 

■L  (.'Sub'-;  same  24:  7  m'':  1653 

Samuel  Deane  S  .  / 

James  Drapkr.  >  ,  ,     .,    ,     .  . 

i  ^  c     ^   ^  Subscribed:  Aprill  3  :  1654 

Steephen  Gates  :  Sen":  ^  ^  ^ 

James  Whiting  or  Witton  ;    Subsci-i :  Ap^"  1654 

jn''.  Moore  and  ^ 

Edward  Kibeie 


I    :  2  rn' 


This  name  has  always  been  erroncoiz'^iv  pruited  "  Rigbe."  Kibbie  was  of  Rcxbary^ 
a  sawyer  bv  trade,  ami  did  no?  ion^^  rornain  b.ore.  LyJia  Kibbie,  perhaps  his  di-.ugnter, 
became  wife  of  George  BenncU  of  Ltincaslcr. 
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Jn"  IVIansfield  :    13:  2  m":  1654 
Jn'^  Tower=^  :  1 

Rn:-HAKi)  DwELLY  J- Subscribed  18:  2      :  1654 
Hknk  v  Wakd.  j 
Jn"  Peirce.  ■         ?     ,  ,  , 

William  Billing  P"^^^^^^^^' ^  7  n.^  1654- 
Richard  Sutton:  ap''^  1653 

Thomas  Joslin.        )  Subscribed  the  12''^:  9  mo  :  1654.  and  there  is  granted 


T  ■        -r  1  to  theni  both  no  .icres  of  vpland     SwamD  together  for  thcire  home 

NATHANTELI,   JOSLIN  )  l,:tts  and  al!so' forty  acors  of  Entervale.  * 

John  Rugg:    Subscribed,  12^'^:  12  nr' :  1654 

f  Subscribed  12'":  12  m'^:  1654:  it  l,  agreed  by 

JOSEPH  KOWLAN]:)50N  :     >  the  Town  that  he  shall  haue  20  accors  of  vpiaiid  &  40  acors  of 
^  Enttrvaie  in  the  Night  Pasture: 

Jn°  RIGGRY:     Subscribed  I?.^'':  12^^111":  1654  and  he  is  to  haue  20  acors  of  vpland 
&  ten  Ttcors  of  EiUervale 

Jn^  Roper:    Subscribed  22:  I'^nV:  1656 

All  these  before  mentioned  are  subscribed  &  tlieire  names  Enterc;!  ac- 
cording to  theire  Sevcrall  Dates  in  the  old  Book  &  Coppied  per  Jn" 
Tinker  Ckrk 

Jn""  Tinker    Subscribed  y«  first  of  ffebb'":  1657  .  . 

MoRDiCA  Maclode  his  X  mark  set  i  march  \lfl 
Jonas  ffairbanks  :  Subscribed  the  7'^:  2  m° :  | 

Jonas  ffairbanks 
Rigcr  Su'-nner  subscribed  the:  11'^  of  Aprill :  1659 

Roger  SUxMner 
Gamaliell  Bonand  Subscribed:  the  31"-:  of  may  1659 

Ga^jaliell    ti    Hem  AND 

his  niarke 

Thomas  Wyddcr :   Subscribed  the  i*''  of  July  1659 

Thomas  Wyellder 
Da  nidi  Gaines   Subscribed  the  tenth  day  of  march  \%%% 

Daniell  Gaiens 

1653.  The  arrival  of  Prescott's  millstone  in  Lancaster 
must  have  been  an  event  of  m.atchless  interest  to  every 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  settlement.  Until  that  began 
its  th'eless  turning,  the  grain  for  their  every  loaf  of  bread 
had  to  be  carried  to  Watertown  mill,  or  ground  laboriously 
in  a  hand  quern,  or  parched  and  brayed  in  a  mortar  Indian 
fashion,  or  hulled  and  softened  with  lye  and  crushed,  as  is 
ihe  practice  to  this  day  in  some  regions  of  North  America. 
The  Nashaway  planters  might  well  wish  to  honor  their 
beneficent  neighbor  by  naming  the  township  for  him.  To 
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his  capacity  and  business  energy  they  owed  near]}'  all  ihev 
had  thus  far  attained,  :ind  no  sooner  had  township  organi- 
zation', been  secured,  tlian  we  see  John  Prescott  turning  his 
attention  to  this  new  enterprise,  which  found  shape 
Noveuiber  20th,  in  the  following  agreement  : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Prescott  blackesmith.  hath 
Covenanted  and  bargained  with  Jno.  ffounell  of  Charlestowne  for  the 
building  of  a  Corne  mill,  within  the  said  Towne  of  Lanchaster.  This 
witnesseth  that  wee  the  Inhabitants  of  Lanchaster  for  his  enci.'U.rao-ement 
in  so  ^';ood  a  worke  for  the  behoofe  of  our  Towne,  vpon  condition  that 
the  said  intended  worke  by  him  or  his  assignes  be  nnished.  do  freely  and 
fulh'  giue  grant,  cnfeotle,  &  conhrme  vnto  the  said  John  Prescott,  thirty 
acres  of  intervale  Laud  lying  on  the  north  riuer,  lying  north  west  of  Henry 
Kerly  and  ten  acres  of  Land  adjoyneing  to  the  mill  :  and  forty  acres  of 
Land  on  the  South  east  of  the  mill  brooke,  lying  between  tlie  mill  brooke 
and  Nashaway  Riuer  in  such  place  as  the  said  John  Prescott  shall  choose 
with  all  the  priuiledges  and  appurtenances  thereto  apperteyneing.  To 
haue  and  to  hold  the  said  land  and  eurie  parcell  thereof  to  the  said  John 
Prescott  his  heyeres  and  assignes  for  euer,  to  his  and  their  only  propper 
vse  and  behoofe.  Also  wee  do  couenant  &  promise  to  lend  the  said  John 
Prescott  hue  pound,  in  current  money  one  yeare  for  the  buying  of  Irons 
for  the  mill.  And  also  wee  do  couenant  and  grant  to  and  with  the  said 
John  Pi-escott  his  heyres  and  assignes  that  the  said  mill,  with  all  the  aboue 
named  Land  thereto  apperteyneing  shall  be  freed  from  all  cofhon  charges 
for  seauen  yeares  next  ensueing.  after  the  first  hnishing  and  setting  the 
said  mill  to  worke.  hi  witnes  whereof  wee  haue  herevnto  put  our  hands 
this  20^''  day  of  the  9'""  hi  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  one  tliousand  six 
hundred  fifty  and  three. 

Subscribed  names 

Willm  Keri.v  Sen''.     Lawrence  Waters,  Tkomas  James, 

Jno  Prescott,  Edmund  Parker,  Jno  Lewis, 

Jno  WiiiTE,  Richard  Linton,  James  Atkerton, 

Rali'H  Houghton,       Richard  Smith,  Jacob  fearrer. 
WiuL^'-  Kerlv  Jirx'^. 

Memorandum,  that  Jno  Prescott  finished  his  mill,  &  began  to  grind 
corne  th-  2^/-'  day  of  the  3''"',  1654. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Comissioners  for  the  genrall  Court,  the  9'='  of  Sep- 
tem.ber  1657  at  Jno.  fhcscott's  liouse,  the  Towne  consented  that  the 
imanityes  of  Jno.  Prescott  prouidea  for  in  the  covenant  should  continue 
and  reina)ne  to  hini  the  said  Jno  Prescott  his  heyres  and  assignes  vntill 
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the  23  of  May  in  ihe  yeare  of  our  Lord  sixteen  hundred  sixty  &  two,  1662. 

Simon  Wjllakd 
Edw.  Johnsox 
Thomas  Daxf;)rth 

The  above  contract  is  not  round  in  any  records  of  the  town,  but  was  duly  recorded 
in  tne  Micidlebcx  County  Registrv,. 

FIRST  GRANT  OF  LOTTS : 

1653  :  '30-''- :  9111":  Meni'nd'",  Tliat  we  Edward  Brek  J  no  Prescott  Wil- 
liam Kerly  Ralph  Haughton  and  Thomas  Sayer,  being  Chosen  by,  the 
yjitne'-'  Court,  To  lay  out  Ahoitrnents  and  to  order  the  prudentiall  attaires 
of  this  Plantation  at  Na^haway  now  Named  Lancaster  do  Lay  out  and 
Appoynt  Lands  and  several!  Lotts  with  all  the  priuilledges  and  Appurti- 
nances  thereof  vnto  these  severall  persons  whose  Names  and  Allottinents 
are  hereafter  mentioned  and  discribed  To  haue  and  to  hold  to  them 
their  heires  Executors  and  Assignes  for  ever 

The  Letts  of  this  Plantation  are  Laid  out  partly  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Riuers  of  Nashaway  and  the  North  Riuer,  a)id  partly  on  a  parcel!  of  Land 
C ailed  the  Neck  Lying  bctweene  the  North  Riuer  and  tliat  which  hath  bin 
Named  and  Hereby  is  named  Penecuck  Riuer  wliich  Taketh  his  name  and 
begineth  at  the  meeting  of  Nashaway  and  the  North  Riuers 

Penacooh  is  said  to  be  an  Algonquin  word,  meaning 
"a  crooked  place,"  from  penaqui,  ''crooked,"  and  auke. 
'"place,"  and    the   Xe\v    Flampshire  name    is  supposed 

10  be  thus  derived.  Here  the  word  in  early  days  was 
spelled  Penecook  or  Penicook.  and  may  have  had  a  dlrier- 
erent  origin.  Again,  -pen,  plural  penak,  means ground 
nut  "  ur  "  wild  potato,*'  a  favorite  food  of  the  aborigines; 
while  used  as  a  prefix  penak  denoted  "  a  fall  in  the  land." 
Hence,  other  meanings  are  suggested  as  possible.  The 
name  was  soon  dropped. 

The  Lotts  on  the  -Wc'st  side  of  iVashaway  and  ihe  North  Riiters  are 
formed  duble,  a  highway  Runing  t/irough  as  a   street,  on  either  side 

11  hereof  Lotts  are  Laid  to  butt  vppon  the  said  highway : 

LOTTS  OF  J  NO  PrESCOT 

The  ttirst  Lott  as  the  Scenter  from  which  other  Lotts  may  take  theire  • 
bo.mdings  and  discriptions  Norfn  and  South,  is  the  Lott  of  John  Prescot 
who  is  one  of  the  first  Inhal)itants.  he  hath  his  Lott  on  the  west  side  of 
Nashaway  and  the  North  Riuers  Containing  20  Acors  in  phice  where  sonie- 
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times  one  Mr  Symons  and  Thornas  Kinp;  built  a  trukeing  house,  Butting 
f^aslerly  vppon  the  highway  and  westerly  tov>-ards  the  Comons,  His  Enter- 
vale  Lott  contaiueth  '>{)  accors,  Butteth  vp])on  the  North  and  Nashaway 
Riuers  Ear>terly  and  lendetli  Westi-rly  as  it  it  now  fienced  and  one  part 
Lying  Northerly  of  the  Hi.^hwayand  another  part  Southerly  from  the  Lott 
of  Thomas  Sayer : 

OF  Jno  Johnson 

The  Lott  of  Jno.  Johnson  Contayning  20  Acors  is  the  second  Lott 
Northerly  from  John  Prescots     Butted  and  bounded  as  the  former. 

Henky  Kerley 

The  Lott  of  Henry  Kerley  Containing  20  acors  is  the  5'^  Lott  from 
John  Prescotts  Butted  and  bounded  as  the  fformer.  -  v     ■  v;->^ 

Kekly  Sen" 

The  Lott  of  William  Kerly  Containing  20  acors  13  the  6'''  Lott  ffrom 
Jno.  P:escot, 

d/ffj  Kerly  The  Lott  of  William  Kerly  which  he  purchased  of  Rich- 
ard Smith  is  the  7'''  Lott,  both  bating  vS:  bounding  as  the  forn-.er, 

Jno  S.aiith 

Tiie  Lott  of  John  Smith  is  8-'^  Lott  Containing  20  acors  butted  ^ 
bounded  as  the  other 

W"  Kerly  Jun'-  : 
The  Lott  of  William  Kcily  Junior  Containing  20  acors  is  ihe  9^''  Loii 
buting  (S:  bounding  as  the  former 

Jno.  Prescot 

That  Lott  of  John  Frescott  Containing  20  acors  which  Lveth  on  the 
east  side  of  the  High  way  over  against  his  former  Lott  Described  butteth 
vppon  the  high  way  westerly  and  the  Comons  Easterly 

Jno.  Moore 

The  Lott  ot  Jno  Moore,  Containing  20  acors  is  the  first  Lott  from  the 
Lott  of  Jno  Prescot,  on  the  North  butted  &  bounded  as  the  other 

Thomas  Sayer 

The  Lott  of  Thomas  Snyer  is  tb.e  first  Lott  Containing  20  acors  on  the 
South  side  of  this  Lott  of  jn"  Prescot  butting  .K:  bounding  as  the  form.er. 
his  ErJervale.  The  Er.tervaie  Lott  of  Thomas  Sayer  Containing  20 
acors  Lyeth  betwetiie  two  pceils  of  Jno  Prescots  Enteryale  Lott  butting 
vppon  Nashaway  Riuer 
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Entervale  Lotts  on  the  west  side  of  the  North  Riufr  : 

The  fir.>t  Lott  begineth  at  a  litle  brooke  which  Cometh  from  the  west  & 
Runeth  into  the  North  Riuer: 

William  Kerly  Sen'^ 

The  2'^  Lott  is  the  Lott  of  Willian)  Kerly  Senior  Containing  20  acovs 
butteth  Esterly  vppon  the  west  side  of  the  North  Riuer. 

his  purchas.  The  Lot  of  William  Kerly  which  he  purchased  of  Rich- 
ard Smith  is  the  3'^  Lott  Joyning  to  his  owne  pp  [proper]  Containing  20 
acors  Lyeth  on  the  south  side  is  Butted  &  bounded  as  the  former. 

W?vi,  Kerly  Jun^' 
The  Lott  of  William  Kerly  Jun'  Containing  20  acors  is  the  4^^-  Lott 
butted  and  bounded  as  the  fformer  -     ' "  ' 

JnO  iMOORE  '  

The  Lott  of  Jno  Moore  Containing  20  acors  is  the  5"^^  Lott  Butted  &: 
bounded  as  the  other  ^  g-^^^.^  ^ 

The  Lott  of  Henry  Kerly  Containing  20  acors  is  the  Last  Lott  Lying 
to  a  brook  w'^''^  is  on  the  south  side  and  Runeth  inco  the  Nortli  Riuer : 

Neck  side.    The  Lotts  vppon  the  Neck  L.ycth  biiweene  the  Nortii  Riuer 
ojtd  Fev.eciick  Riuer  a  highnuiy  Runing  bct-ueen  them  : 

Lotts  of  P^dv/ard  Brek 
The  Lott  of  Edward  Brek  is  the  first  Lott  Containing  20  acors  which 
Lyeth  butting  vppoa  the  highway  vppon  the  west  and  Penecuck  Riuer 
vppon  tlie  east  and  RuiTeth  to  the  Riuer  (which  somtirnes  was  intended 
for  Mr  Bowman)  [Probably  Francis  of  Watertown.]  His  Entervale  Loit 
Lyeih  on  the  East  side  of  Penecuck  Riuer  Containing  20  acors  bee  it 
more  or  Less,  it  Runs  East  and  west  and  boundeth  westerly  vppon  Pene- 
cuck and  vppon  the  South  is  hounded  by  a  new  ditch  :  &.  tfrorn  this  Lott 
Northerly  &  Southerly  are  other  Lotts  Numbered  &  bounded  and  is  the 
r.rst  Lott. 

Ri :  Lenton 

The  Lott  of  Richard  Lenton,  Containing  20  accors  is  the  2'  Lott  and 
Lyeth  on  the  North  side  of  the  Lott  of  Edward  Brek  buttech  on  the  High 
way  v.-esterly  vH;  Penecuck  Riuer  on  the  East,  Ralph  Haughton  vppon  an 
exchange  made,  is  planted  vppon  the  East  end  thereof 

Ra:  Haughton 

The  pp  [proper]  Lott  of  Ralph  Houghton  is  Next  vnto  Richard  Lenton 
Containing  20  acors  butted  and  Bounded  as  the  other  being  the  3'--  Lott 
Northerly. 
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his  purckci  s.  The  Lott  of  R-.-lpli  Haugfiton  w"^''  he  purchased  of  John 
Prcscot  Adioviiing  to  iiis  owne  on  the  North  side  Containing  20  acors 
is  the  4^'-  Lolt.  His  Kntervale  Lotts  Lye  on  the  other  side  Penecuck  East- 
v.-ard  Contaiaiug-  70  acors  being  the  3''  and  4^^'  L.otts  irom  the  hott  of 
Edward  Hrek  Northerly 

ROIVRT  I'.RECK 

The  Lott  of  Robert  Breck  Containing  20  acors  Lyeth  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Neck  begineth  at  the  sovith  side  Neere  to  the  house  of  Richard 
Lenton,  vppon  a  Line  Rufie  9  of  i  -^"-^  1654  from  the  highway  to  the  Riuer 
95  rods  in  Length  butting  on  the  highway  on  the  East  &  the  North  Riuer 
on  the  west  and  tendeth  Northerly.  His  Enrervale  Lott  Containing  20 
acors  Lyeth  next  to  the  Entervale  I.ott  of  his  father  Edward  Brek  and  i.s 
the  second  Lott  frorn  his  Northerly  butted  and  bounded  as  is  his  fathers. 

James  Atherton 
The  Lott  of  James  Atlierton  Lyelli  next  \'nto  the  Lotts  of  Ralph 
Haughton  on  the  North  and  is  tlie  fitTth  Lott  Containing  20  acors  butted 
&  bounded  as  the  other.  The  Entervale  Lott  of  James  Atlierton  Con- 
taining 20  acors  is  the  5'''  Lott  Nortlierly  from  the  Lott  of  Ralph  Haugh- 
ton butting  &  bounding  as  tiie  former 

J  NO  White 

The  Lott  of  John  White  Containing  20  acors  is  next  to  the  Lott  of 
James  Aderton  on  the  North  an<d  is  the  slxt  Lott  butting  &  bounding  as 
the  other.  His  Entervale  Lott  containing  20  acors  is  next  to  the  Enter- 
vale Lott  of  Jae.ies  Athicrton  on  the  North  &  is  the  sixth  Lott.  - 

William  Lewes 

The  Lott  of  William  Lewes  Containing  20  acors  is  the  seauenth  Lott 
&  is  next  to  thi-  Lott  of  John  White  on  the  North  butting  &  bounding  as 
the  other.  ILis  Entervale  Lott  aliso  Lyeth  next  to  John  Whites  &  is  the 
7'^'  Lott  norward  Containing  20  acors  butting  &  bounding  as  the  other. 

Jn'-  Lewes 

The  Lott  of  Jolin  Lewes  Containing  20  acors  is  the  eight  Lott  &  Lyeth 
next  to  the  Lotl  of  his  faihdr  William  Lewes  on  the  North,  butting  & 
bounding  as  the  ochtr.  \V\^  entervale  Lott  is  the  eight  Containing  20 
acors  is  ivatted  ^■c  bounded  ijs  the  other. 

TiiO.  JAME.S 

The  Lott  of  Thomas  James  Containing  20  acors  is  the  Ninth  Lott  & 
Lyeth  next  to  the  Lotl  of  John.  Lewes  on  the  North  butting  &  bounding 
as  the  other.  His  Entervale  Lott  is  the  Ninth  lott,  Northerly  of  John 
Lewes  butted  t.  bouiiued  as'the  other. 
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The  Lott  of  Edmund  Parker  Containino;  20  acors  is  the  tenth  Lott  and 
Lycth  2\exl  to  the  Lott  of  Thoin  is  James  on  the  North  butted  iSj 
bounded  as  the  other.  His  Entervale  Lott  Containing:;  20  acors  is  the 
ten-h  Lott  Lyirg  on  the  North  side  of  the  Lott  of  Thonvas  James  butted 
&  bounded  as  the  other. 

The  Lott  of  Richard  Smiih  Containing  20  acors  L\c:h  alone  and  is  a 
tn.'.-ngle,  bounded  by  a  fenc  on  one  side  towards  the  entervale  and  on  an 
other  bounded  by  the  North  Riuer  and  by  a  parcell  of  Comon  on  the  3- 
side  through  which  a  highway  is  to  pass  : 

Thus  far  the  records,* copied  from  the  old  book,  are  in 
the  quaintly  neat  hand-writing  of  Master  John  Tinker, 
who  at  his  coming  hither  was  at  once  largely  entrusted 
\vith  the  management  of  public  alTairs. 

COPPIE  OF  PETITION  FOR  TOWNSHIP:  &  ANSWER: 

To  the  hono*^''  Go'-no''  the  Dept  Go"no'  and  the  Rest  of  this  hono*^"^  Court 
bc'h  magistrates  &  deputies, 
l^he  humble  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  humbly  sheweth 
that  whereas  it  pleased  this  honoured  Court  to  giue  power  to  six  men 
formerly  to  dispose"  of  Lands,  and  to  giue  out  Lotts  vnto  such  men  as 
did  desire  to  sitt  downe  att  Lancaster,  they  hauing  Hitherto  acted  accord- 
ingly, and  wee  being  now-  about  twentie  familyes,  and  one  of  the  six  men 
being  dead,  and  an  other  iiuing  remote  fromi  vs,  and  sum  others  of  them 
benig  desirous  to  Leaue  of  that  power  giuen  to  them  l)y  the  Court:  Con- 
ceiuing  it  to  be  agreeable  to  Law  and  prohtable  to  th.e  towne,  in  the  further 
Carieing  on  and  ordring  of  the  planting  and  prudenciall  atTaires  of  the 
towne,  and  alsoe  in  the  further  disposing  and  raising  niaintainance  for  the 
minestrie  amongst  vs,  wee  with  the  Comisioners  who  haue  sett  their  hands 
Hervnto  with  ourselues,  doe  humbly  intreat  this  Honoured  Court  that  the 
power  which  w^as  formerly  granted  to  those  six  men.  may  be  granted  to 
the  towne,  and  inhabitanc  in  genrall  that  therein  they  may  act  togather  as 
in  other  townes.  and  as  wee  Conceiue  vnder  fauor  the  Law  doth  allow. 
And  absoe  that  this  Court  would  be  plesed  to  apoynt  sum  man  or  men 
who  in  wisdome  you  think  meet,  to  Lay  out  our  towne  bounds  according 
to  this  Courts  gi^ant,  which  if  it  shall  pleas  this  Honoured  Court  to  grant 
vnto  vs,  we  shall  remaine  further  obliged  and  as  wee  ar  in  dutie  bound 
Continue  to  pray  for  you. 


William  Kerlev  Sen 
William  Leweis 
William  Kerly  Jun 


Edmund  Parker 
Thomas  James 


John  Wkitcombe  2 


Richard  Smith 
Henry  Kerley 
John  Leweis 


Lawrenc  Waters 
Richard  Linton 
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The  desir  of  your  peiicioners  is  that  they  desired  the  full  power  and 
priuilled;;(es  of  tlie  plant2icio!i  and  for  tlie  r^resent  they  desire  and  shall  be 
well  satisfied  if  the  Court  doe  grant  seauen  men  out  of  term  hervnder 
writen  to  oi'der  the  prudenciall  aftires  for  tliis  \enr  ensiiin;;  And  tliat 
afterwards  it  shalbe  Lawfull  for  the  plantacion  to  make  their  Elecions,  and 
to  order  their  prudencial)  busineses  in  full  state  of  a  plantacion  according 
to  Law.  i 

Edward  Brecke  ■>      John  Vv'hetcomb 

John  Prescotl  "  John  White  '  ■ 

William  Kerley  William  Leweis 

Ralph  Houghton  Richard  Smith  . 

Thomas  Sawyer  Edward  Kibie  :  ' 

Of  theis  ar  freemen  '  ,  . 

Edward  Breck  ;      .;       William  Leweis 

William  Kerley  ■.      John  Whetcombe 

Thomas  Sawyer  . 

'  f  ■ 

Aiis^uer  to  the  petition: 

The  Comitie  thinke  meet  that  the  inhabitaace  of  Lancaster  haue  those 
Liberties  of  a  towne  shipp  that  t]\e  Lawes  alow,  vntiil  the  geni-all  Court 
take  further  order  iheirin.  And  that  Leiftenant  goodeuough  and  Thomas 
dainforth  Lay  out  the  bounds  of  the  said  towne  according  to  tlie  Courts 
grant  at  the  townes  Charg  and  mak  returne  theirot  vnto  the  next  Court 
of  Election. 

The  deputies  aproue  of  the  returne  of  this  Comitie  And  desire  our 
Honoured  m.agestrats  Consent  Hervnto. 

lo-'"':  May,  1654.         Wii.liam  Torie  Clarke. 

The  Comitie  :         PIumphrey  Athertox 
Thomas  Clarke 

Consented  to  by  the  magistrats  Eleazer  Lusher 

Joseph  Hill 

The  above,  from  town  records,  differs  in  slight  particulars  from  the  original  in 
Massachusfits  Records.  _  ■ 

November  i,  1654.  Whereas  Shawanon,  Saggamore  of  Nashaway,  is 
lately  dead,  and  another  is  now  suddainly  to  be  chosen  in  his  roome,  they 
being  a  great  people,  tliat  haue  submitted  to  this  jurisdiccon,  theire  eyes 
being  vppon  two  or  three  of  the  blood,  one  whereof  is  ver\-  deboist  &  a 
drunken  fellow,  and  no  freind  of  y  English  another  is  very  hopt'ull  to 
learne  tlie  things  of  Christ,  this  court  doth  therefore  order,  that  Mr  In- 
crease Nowell  and  Mr  John  Elliott  shall  and  heereby  are  desired  to  repaire 
to  the  Indians,  and  labor  by  theire  best  counsell  and  persv/asion  to  pvayle 
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\v'*'  them  for  the  choosing  of  such  a  one  as  may  be  most  fitt  to  bo  theire 
sagamore,  which  v/ould  be  a  good  service  to  y*^  couiitrje. 

[MassLichusetls  Kecorcls.j 

Their  counsel  prevailed,  and  Matthew,  nepliew  of  vSlio- 
lan,  was  chosen  ;  bat  "deboist"  Sam  bided  his  time.  The 
tribal  governiaent  was  an  elective  monarchv,  sons  of  a 
deceased  sachem  being  ineb'gible  if  nephews  and  brothers 
were  available. 

MENS  ESTATS  TO  DRAW  MEDDOW  &  2^  DEUISiON 

1654.  These  seurall  Estats  of  the  planters  who  by  Couenant  and  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  theirof  haue  engaged  that  theirby  it  may  be  knowne 
what  shall  be  ther  pporcion  of  Land  which  by  Couenant  eurie  planter 
may  make  Claime  vnto  in  a  second  tliird  or  other  deuisions  of  Land  and 
alsoe  of  medov.'  within  this  towne  of  Lancaster. 
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The  Estats  of  seurall  enired  sine  the  9  day  1655 

Roger  Sumner  his  Estat  giucn  in  is  232  r  00  r  00 

Jonas  ffairbanke  his  Estat  is  '  172  r  00  :::  00 

Jacob  farer  aded  when  his  wif  came  168  r  07  r  00 


DELLSION  OF  MEDOW^ES  ALLREDIE  DEUIDED. 

Medowes  allowed  to  eurie  hundred  pound  estat  is  fower  accors  to  wliich 
proporcion  it  folio weth 


ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


Nurnbr  of  lots. 

John  Prcscott  hath  of  niedowcs  in  all  24  accors 


'71 

William  Kcrlev  sen  liath 

io  accors  &  \  ptes 

J  T 

Edward  I'.re^-ke 

8  acco)'>  &"  pte 

Q 

Ralph  Floughtoii 

10  accors  &;  \  <k 

Edr/ivind  Parker 

4  accors 

I  7 

Thomas  James      . .  ,  ., 

j  -^  accor  - 

26 

John  Johnson         .  . 

I  accoi'  &  i  pte 

^4 

John  Smith 

2  accors  &  ptCuS 

2  A 

Janies  A  tlierton 

2  accors  ptes 

'J 

Thomas  Sawver 

4  accors  &  i  ptes  . 

Robert  Firtcke    not  sufred  to  haue 

a  io  t .  0 
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John  More    ^  .-..y^ 

John  Ru^' 
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Richard  Sm.it h  should  be 
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John  Leweis 

0^  ptes 

'i'homas  Josllin 
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Stecuen  (iates  sen. 

12  accors  \  &  .^-^  pte 
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John  Whetcomb  sen. 

9  accors  \  &  ^  pte 

22 

John  Wnetcomb  Ju. 

I  accor  tS:  \  pte 

T  0 

Nathaniel!  Josllin         ,  , 

4 

Lawrenc  Waters 

1 1  accors  &  pte 

29 

Jacob  ttarer 

4  accors  &  ptes 

20 

John  Whit 

15  accors  and  \  pte 

^3 

Henry  Kerley 

3  accors  &  J  pte 

12 

Richard  Linton 

3  accors  &  j,  ~  ptes 

19 

John  Tinker  tor  100  good' 

Knight 

4  accors 

I 

lohn  Roller 

4  accors 

6 

M  istrr  RiAvlandson 

6  accors 

8       John  Tinker  hath  6  acc.  ,i  was  good- 
man  Rovvlandsons  &  and  2  to  draw  8  accors  for  his  owne 

estat 

Roger  Sumner  9  accors  \  pte 
Jonas  iairbanke  hath  6  accors,  is  to 

draw  \  ptes,  which  makes  6  accors  &  v  ptes 

Jacob  ffarcr  by  his  estat  &  by  his  wife  6  accors  &  \  ptes 

Jacob  Oarer  for  John  farers  estat  4  accors  &  \  pte 

SU.M  GRANTS  OF  LAND  AND  ORDERS  F>Y  THE  FIRST  SL\' 
MEN  Al/OYNTED. 

The  9'-'  of  the  f.rst  mon.  1054  It  is  ordred  and  agreed  by  the  select- 
men of  the  piantacion  the  Land  v.hich  Lyeth  betweene  the  !ott  of  Edward 
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Brecke  and  that  of  Richard  Smith  shall  Ly  in  Cornon  for  the  phtntacion 

111  is  ordred  by  the  f,ie;r:.cr  voat  of  the  selectmen  that  noe  secorid 
deuisions  of  Land  shall  be  Laid  out  to  any  planter  within  the  Compass  of 
two  miles  of  t'ic  house  of  Richard  Linton 

It  is  ordred  and  granted  by  the  greater  voat  of  the  select  men  that  n 
Certain  pie  of  Entervaile  Land  which  Lyeth  bctweeno  the  lottos  of  Robert 
Brecke  and  Ralph  Houghton  siiall  be  and  rernaine  vnto  the  said  Robert 
and  Ralph,  their  heirs  and  asignes  for  euer  and  that  vpon  resonable  and 
good  Considracion 

Upon  resonable  and  good  Considracion  it  is  ordred  and  granted  by 
the  greater  voat  of  the  select  men  that  Thomas  Sawyer  shall  bane  fiue 
accors  of  Land  Lying  on  the  south  sid  of  the  dich  of  John  Rrescott  and 
on  the  north  sid  of  the  High  way  buting  vpon  the  Entervaile  East  and  the 
Comons  on  the  west  to  him  his  heirs  and  asigues  for  euer  to  plant  a  hous 
vpon— -vpor^  Condicion  tb.at  he  returne  to  the  towne  (iue  accors  of  his 
home  lott  in  Lew  theirof  at  tlie  east  end  of  his  lott. 

At  a  towne  meeting  it  was  voted  and  agreed  by  the  plantacion  upon  a 
legall  warning  asembled  that  tlie  acts  of  th.e  selectmen  who  were  Chosen  by 
the  Court  to  dispose  of  lotts  and  to  act  the  prudencial!  afairs  of  this  plan- 
tacion  contained  in  t'lis  book  by  them  or  the  greater  voat  of  them  acted, 
shall  hencforth  be  accounted  Legall  and  is  herby  established  and  con- 
firmed 

Att  a  towne  meeting  asembled  vpon  Legall  warning  it  is  agreed  h\  the 
towne  tijat  their  should  not  be  taken  into  the  towne  aboue  the  nutriber  of 
thirtie  liue  fariiilyes  and  the  subscribed  names  ar  to  be  vnderstood  that 
hencforth  thev  ar  to  be  accounted  townsmen 


Edward  Brecke  John  Johnson 

Master  Joseph  Rowlandson  John  More 
John  Pros  CO  tt 
Wiiliani  Kerley  sen. 
Flalph  Houghton 


Thonias  Sawyer 
John  Whetcomb  Sen 
Jorai  Whetcomb  Ju'' 
Richard  Linton 


William  Leweis 
John  Leweis 
Thomas  James 
Edmund  Parker 
James  Atherton 
Henry  Kerley 
Richard  Smith 


William  Kerley  Jun 
John  Smitli 
Lawrence  Waters 
John  White 
John  farer 
Jacob  tfarer 
John  Rugg 


ORDERS  ABOUT  THE  EIRST  DEUISION  OE  MEDOW, 


.  4-  .  iiiuii  n.'^^  The  towne  meet  about  a  tirst  deuision  of  medow 
and  ordred  and  agreed  as  followeth. 

•  Itt  is  this  day  ordred  that  a  deuision  of  medow  shaM  bee-  Laid  out,  with 
all  Convenient  Speed,  of  fower  accors  to  a  hundred  pound  estate  :  As  it 
is  entered  into  the  towne  booice,  to  be  deuided  by  Lott.  And  it  is  agreed 
to  begin  at  the  south  medow,  and  soe  to  the  medow  by  Gibsons  hill,  and 
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to  quasriponikin  niedov,-.  and  all  inedowes  knowne  on  the  neck,  and  soe 
com  to  the  vpniostt  niedov/  on  Nashawa}-  riuer,  and  the  Still  riuer,  and  soe 
follow  them  downwards  to  the  plum  trees,  And  soe  Roun<l  to  the  ponds, 
and  taqiiadock  and  such  niedowes  as  are  knowne,  or  slia!!  be  found,  vntill 
tenn  accors  to  a  hundred  pound  bee  made  vpp  :  And  it  is  oi  dred  and 
agreed,  and  nien  chose  to  surueie  eurie  mans  Lett  of  inedow :  And  to 
Judge  theirof,  that  eurie  man  may  haue,  as  nesre  to  equahtie  as  may  in 
truth  and  faithfullnes  be  Judged  of,  by  the  men  herafter  mentioned,  Thai 
is  to  say  William  Kerley  Sen.  Steeuen  Gats,  Wi'liara  Jverlcy  jur.  and 
Ralph  Houghton. 

After  fower  accors  to  a  hundred  pound  was  Laid  out  and  pfected, 
with  the  allowances,  the  Layers  out  called  the  towne  togather  the  io-'>:  of 
the  y'-'-  :  rnon  1655  who  acted  as  folio weth.  It  is  this  day  ordred  and 
agreed  b}'  a  voat  of  the  towne  no  man  desenting,  that  the  act  of  Laying 
out  raeddijwes.  In  the  first  deuision.  of  fov/er  accors  to  a  hundred  pound 
state,  as  it  is  alredie  Laid  out,  the  towne  will  maintain  and  defend,  agair.st 
all  suits  and  encumbrances  whateuer.  And  at  the  same  time  the  same  day, 
the  towne  drew  Lotts.  for  a  second  deuision  of  medow  of  six  accors  to  a 
Ivandred  pound  state.  And  the  Layers  out  went  afterward  to  Laying  it  out. 
but  it  would  not  hold  out  to  giue  to  eurie  one  soe  much.  And  theirfijre  the 
!>ayers  out  of  medow  called  the  towne  togather  againe,  Anil  the  towne 
vvholy.  disanuled  what  was  done  in  that  Later  deuision  of  medow,  because 
it  v,'ouid  nut  reach  to  giue  to  eurie  man,  but  many  would  haue  beene 
without. 

^^ins':iponil:in  and  Wataqiiadock  are  named  here  for  tb.e 
first  time.  The  contraction  Pouikiji  appears  first  in  171S. 
This  is  uniformly  the  spelling  used  b\'  the  etirlier  clerks, 
who  were  familiar  with  the  Indian  speech,  and  b}'  the  best 
authorities  since.  Poiiakiii  is  a  modern  innovation,  having 
no  claim  to  be  perpetuated.  A  similar  name,  J^cosopajia- 
gon,  was  applied  to  a  Groton  meadow.  Here  the  name 
attached  to  the  broad  area  of  intervale,  the  hill,  and  the 
brook,  which  retain  it  today.  The  published  vocabularies 
of  Indian  words  give  no  clue  to  its  meaning,  unless  there  is 
an  echo  of  it  in  J-^iascacanaqucn,  which  a  writer  in  the 
Nev/  Hampshire  Historical  Society's  Collections  tells  us 
means  "  entirely  full  of  water." 

The  meanino-,  des. :rintive  of  the  Bolton  rano-e  of  hills, 
hidden  in  the  Indian  word  Waicuqaadock,  hits  n-it  been 
found,  though  long  sought.    Of  local  names  about  Lancas- 
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ter  none  has  experienced  more  varied  spelling  at  the  hands 
of  chirks  and  historiiins.  The  later  methods  seem  in  no 
way  impro^-enients  iipDn  Ralph  Hoiigliton's  lirst  attempt  to 
ren-der  into  EngHsh  s^dLabies  the  word  as  he  heard  it  from 
native  lips,  in  1653.  In.,  t'le  town  records  v/e  find  JJ^a/a- 
quadoke  1656  and  ib-^zj,-  WataquadGche  AVadagna- 
dock  171S,  all  nearly  the  same  in  sound  with  the  first  abov  c. 
Joseph  \Vilhard,  Esquire,  in  1S26,  preu-rred  Wataquodoc. 
Reverend  Peter  Whitne\'  gave  us  in  1792,  Wattoquottock ! 
It  was  not  until  the  Indian  tongue  was  forgotten  in  Lancas- 
ter, and  the  recorders  were  unusuall}'  illiterate,  that  such 
outre  orthography  as  Water quaduc  and  Wattoquoddoc 
crept  in. 

A  leaf  is  here  missing  fi.-om  the  records.  No  contempo- 
rarv  notice  is  elsewhere  found  respecting  this  meeting  of  a 
board  of  arbitration,  ten  of  w^hose  determinacions  "  are 
lost  to  our  history.  The  provision  in  the  covenant  for  the 
ending  of  disputes  by  arbitration  was  presumably  the 
authority  for  assembling  the  board. 

ARtilTRATORS  AWARD  OR  DETERMINACIONS. 

11'"  Coni-filaint  of  Tho  :  S^aoysr .  ftbr  Thomas  Sawyers  Complaint 
about  his  want  of  fiue  accors  of  Entervaile  Land,  wee  say  it  was  Laid  out 
by  thosG  apoynted  by  the  towne  according  to  order.  And  if  b.c  or  any 
other  may  niesure  their  Land  soe  Laid  out  And  accept  vpon  that  ground, 
then  all  may  as  well  haue  Libertie  to  doe  the  same  And  then  noe  end  will 
be  Herin  and  theirfore  we  canuott  alter  it. 

12^^  Coviplaint  about  records  for  zuant  of  ye  same.  ffor  the  Com- 
plaint of  tliC  want  of  recording  Land  in  the  towne  booke,  for  help  Herin, 
wee  apoynt  Ralph  Houghton  for  that  worke  for  the  present  vntill  further 
order  be  taken. 

13  Cosjiplaiiit  for  ii>a}it  of  Lard  Laid  out.  Wheras  diuers  Com- 
plaints for  the  want  of  Land  being  Laid  out  accordifig  to  their  grant,  wee 
Herby  declare,  that  the  towne  is  v,  ith  car  &  what  speed  they  may,  to  sat- 
isfie  all  those  Complaints,  in  their  Lawful!  demands  herein. 

14  Complaint  of  Jo:  farer  tlor  John  iTarers  Comphiint  for  want  of 
his  accomodacioPiS  Laid  out  to  him  Considring  his  ;>son  being  soe  Long 
hear,  And  also  his  expenc  being  as  it  was.  wee  cannot  butt  grant  him  his 
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hous  Lot!  and  Entervaile,  and  in  Case  he  sell  it  or  sett  it  to  one  the  towne 
shall  aproue  of  then  lie  shall  haue  other  delusions  acording  to  estat  pie- 
sent  eles  [where] . 

15  C'Hplaint  about  prude )icialls  af'aifs.  iiox  the  prudenciaii  afairs  o; 
the  towne  wee  Conclud  this,  tirst  the  towne  are  to  Consider  what  their  oc- 
casions ar  that  shall  be  atenried  to  their  in,  and  writ  it  in  their  towne 
bocke,  A;;d  this  being  done  then  to  Choose  their  select  men  to  act  their 
vpon  according  to  the  order  of  the  Court. 

16.  Complaint  of  JaJni  Rigbie.  for  the  Complaint  of  John  Rigbie  for 
the  ^Yi  nt  of  his  Land  Laid  out,  the  answer  is  he  shall  haue  his  hous  Lott 
when  he  shall  axcept  of  the  place  and  tor  bis  tenn  accors  of  entervaile  ii 
is  said  to  be  Laid  out,  and  for  his  medow  that  it  shall  be  Laid  out  when 
he  shall  present  his  estate. 

17.  Complaint  of  Jo :  JoJuison.  fTor  the  Con-ipiaint  of  Johnson  for 
the  want  of  J  <and  acording  to  his  estat  wee  Conclud  he  shall  haue  Land  for 
fowertie  pound  estate. 

i3.  Compioiut  of  Will  Kerlcy.  iTor  WiUiam  Kerleys  sen.  Complaint 
w  hiclj  wa.s  al:)Out  second  deuision.  wee  refer  him' to  the  orders  in  the  towric 
booke.  with  this  provis'),  that  the  deuisions  therof  sliall  bee  by  lott  as  in 
other  deuisions. 

19.  for  Edward  Breckes  Lott.  tTor  Edward  Breckes  Lott  and  Ids 
soons,  wei'  determine  that  Edward  Breck  shall  enjo\"  his  Lott  but  for  his 
son  vnless  he  com  and  posess  it  within  fower  montlies.  after  intelligenc  to 
him  or  his  father  of  this  dcterminacion  or  com  and  agree  witli  the  to^vne 
soe  as  they  sufer  not  theirby.  otherwis  it  shall  be  foriited  to  ihe  towne. 

20.  Alloivanc  of  >?iedo  to  diners  psons.  Concerning  allowance  of 
medow  to  diners  psons  Complaining  theirin.  wee  allow  Lawrence  Waters  4 
fower  accors,  to  Nathaniell  Jossilin  two  accors,  to  Thoriwis  Sawyer  one 
accor  and  halfe,  To  James  Atherton  one  accor.  To  John  White  hue  accors. 
all  to  com  in  the  same  order  They  drew  at  the  tirst.  And  this  to  bee  Laid 
out  in  the  most  Convenient  medow  yett  vndisposed,  And  all  tlu-  rest  that 
haue  receiued  medow  to  stand  as  the}'  are,  only  master  Rowlandson  is  to 
haue  fower  accors  and  half  for  allowance  as  others  haue. 

21.  for  the  paying Laicrs  out  of  medo.  ffor  the  satisfacion  of  the 
psons  that  Laid  out  the  medow.  wee  C(jn elude.  The}-  are  to  bring  in  their 
dales  Labour  to  the  towne  as  others  doe  about  other  occasions. 

22.  Ministrs  nLantainanc.  Our  answer  to  the  pi-'osition  or  querie 
r.tjoul  the  ministrs  man.tainance  our  Conclusion  is  th.e  towne  shall  presently 
begin  and  giue  fiftie  pounds  by  the  yeare,  And  for  the  manor  of  tlic  pay 
they  ar  to  alow  hini  thtii-  vvheat  at  six  penc  p  bushell  vnder  the  price,  it 
is  at  the  bay,  And  soe  for  other  graine  by  this  pportion.  And  as  god  shall 
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bee  pleased  to  enlarge  their  estat  soe  tliey  shall  enlarge  theirin  answrably, 
And  this  to  be  raised  according  to  the  order  incerled  in  the  towne  Booke. 

23.  difrenc  about  orders  in  tlu:  toion  book.  W^heras  their  was  a  diiT- 
rcuce  amongst  ihein  Concernirig  siun  orders  in  tlie  towne  book  in  deuiding 
of  Land,  our  detirniinacons  arc  herin  as  followeth,  Impricnis  that  for  the 
th'st  deuision  of  Entervaile  Land  eurie  man  shall  pa\-  one  penn\-  !)\-  the 
accor  yearly  to  turie  thirtie  poun.ds  to  all  rats  for  Clrurch  and  toune  and 
what  shall  be  wanting  theirin  shall  bee  made  \-p  pporcioning  eurie  nians 
estat  vpon  goods  and  other  improued  Lands,  And  olu-  C\;mclusion  is  that 
in  other  deuisions  all  men  shall  com  theiilo  according  to  their  estats. 

24.  Ministry  [.and.  WMieras  their  was  b}'  an  order  of  the  towne 
fortie  accors  of  entervaile  Land  giuen  for  the  ministrie  for  ppetuitv.  buted 
and  bounded  though  not  Laid  out.  And  wheras  their  was  twenty  accors  of 
this  giuco  to  licnrie  Kerley  without  that  due  Consideracion  as  might  haue 
beenc,  our  determinacion  is  theirfore  tliat  the  said  Henrie  Kerley  shall  re- 
linquish this  twcntie  accor.-.  vp  for  the  end  for  which  it  was  intended.  And 
he  sliali  liaue  Libcrtie  to  take  vp  twentie  hue  accors  oi  entervaile  Land  in 
Le^^•  of  tliat  befor  expresed  in  an\-  place  }ett  \  ndisposed.  And  for  his  ex- 
pence  and  cliarge  herin,  he  shall  isnproue  the  said  Land  soe  Long  as  vntili 
he  sliall  bee  satisfied  for  his  charge  soe  expended,  according  to  the  towne 
order  in  that  cas  pviding.  Simon  Willard 

dated  and  Conhnned  this  25'"  ErnvARU  Johnson 

of  Aprill  1636    1656     Witnes  our  hands  Erj.ML"NL>  Rice 

COx\X'ORD  WAV  IN"  LANCASTER. 

27:  3:  mon  :  1656.  \Vee  wiiose  hands  are  herevnto  put  being  Chose 
by  Concord  and  Lancaster,  to  lay  out  the  Cuntrie  highway  betwixt  the  said 
townes  within  the  bound.-,  of  Lancaster,  haue  acted  and  Concluded  tlrat  the 
Cuntrie  liigh.way  .^hall  goe  as  ibloweth  :  the  place  from  whence  v^'e  took 
our  begining  is  at  the  highway  Runing  betwixt  the  Lot  of  John  Prescott 
and  John  .\L:)res  Lott.  And  soe  Runing  on  the  east  side  tiie  mini.^ters 
house,  and  ouer  the  north  Riuer  by  Lawrence  Waters  house,  and  soe  ouer 
Ptnicooke  Riuer  neare  to  the  house  of  Edward  Breke,  and  soe  ot;.er  the 
Entervaile  and  through  Swane  Swamp  wliere  the  towne  h.ath  alrcadie 
marked  out  a  highwas'  for  themselues  and  soe  along  to  a  litlc  pine  tree  on 
the  north  side  of  Wataquadoke  hill,  And  soe  along  the  old  path,  or  wher 
may  be  most  Convenient  within  the  bounds  of  Lancaster. 

George  Wheller      John  Smadlev 
John  Roper  Raeph  Houghton 

This,  our  eat-liest  county  road,  starteci  from  the  present 
high\va\'  somewhere  near  the  cross  roads  in  South  Lancas- 
ter, and  ran  northerly  to  the  first  church,  which  cro>vned 
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the  highest  ground  in  the  middle  cenieter}^  passing"  between 
that  and  the  Rowhindson  liouse  to  the  shallows  in  the  north 
branch  of  the  Nash  away  a  few  rods  above  Spragiie  brid^-e. 
Thenct-.  it  followed  very  nearly  the  present  line  of  road  to 
the  wading  place  about  one  lumdred  rods  below  the  njcet- 
ing  of  the  rivers,  and  proceeded  due  east  over  Wataqua- 
dock,  along  the  now  nearly  disused  way,  formerly  knou-n 
as  the  ''Bay  path,"  or  "Sudbury  road." 

Sivan  S-Jjonif.  Though  not  proof  positive  that  swans 
frequented  the  waters  of  Lancaster  in  the  olden  time,  this 
name  is  quite  good  evidence  that  they  were  seen  here  at 
least  occasionally.  Nathaniel  Morton,  in  the  ''New  Eng- 
land Canaan,"  says  :  ''And  first  of  the  Svv^anne,  because 
shee  is  the  biggest  of  all  the  fowles  of  that  country.  There 
are  of  them  in  Merrimack  River  and  in  otb.er  p<irts  of  tht^ 
countr}^  great  store  at  the  seasons  of  tiie  j^eare.'"  If  in 
tlie  Merrimack,  why  not  iii  the  Nashawa}',  its  chief  tribu- 
tary ? 

1656.  The  following  documents,  irom  the  Middlesex 
Court  Records  and  f^iles,  atlbrd  brief  glimpses  of  men  and 
manners  in  Lancaster  during  the  third  year  of  its  experi- 
ence in  managing  its  own  aiiairs. 

To  Mary  Gates  of  Lancaster. 

By  virtue  bieerof  >-ou  are  to  apeere  at  the  next  Countie  Court  at  Cam- 
bridge, to  answer  die  i^jrr.plaini  of  jolm  Lre:^cott  &  James  Atlierton,  for 
your  sinfull  carias,e  in  t!ie  as.^einbly  one  tlie  lord's  daye  —  licerof  you  are 
not  to  faille  at  yom  prill. 

Datled  tliis  27''':  of  tlie  ii"'':  mo  1656.  SlMON  Willard.  - 

The  de[)o^ition  of  John  Prescott  c\:  James  Atherton  both  of  Lancaster. 

Vpon  a  lord^  day  att  afcfr  exercise  in  the  afternoone  goodwife  gats  being 
called  forth  to  giue  saiisfaccion  ior  sum  ofence  done  against  Master  Row- 
Luuisoii,  aii.d  slic  justifying  iierself.  saying  that  she  iiacl  formerly  giuen  him 
sati>faci(Mi,  and  in  after  Master  Rowlandson  replyed  by  sum  arguments 
pro\ing  tliat  h.ad  not  f  fri-iKTly  giucn  him  satisfacion,  her  daughter 
^!arir■  gat-1  stooci  '.'p  via.aili-d  iierie  boldly  in  the  publique  asem'oly  contra- 
diclinu;  our  minister.  'Ahcn  he  den\'ed  that  goodwife  gats  had  giuen  h'm. 
sati^taeion.  the  :-aiLl  mane  gats  said  yes  and  shee  would  take  her  oath  of  it. 

This  was  taken  voon  oatli  ihe  27^''  of  the  if-'''  mc>-.  1656.  before  me. 

SlMOX  ^VlLL.\RD, 
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Lancaster  the  6'-'-'  of  the  iV--'  mon  1656. 

TYit  deposition  of  Lidia  Cibie  A'^td  about  19  }-eai-3.  Vpon  tiie  Last 
Lord's  daye  goodwife  gats  being  called  forth  in  the  pul.ilique  Congrtga- 
cion  to  ackno'.vledge  an  ofence  dotiagainst  ]\histcr  Ro^/Iandson,  I  heard 
mary  gats  speake  to  Sergant  Keiay  that  he  would  goe  and  speake,  he  said 
noe  for  it  will  giue  ofence.  Olence — said  slice,  Lett  th-ose  take  ofence  and 
be  hanged  all.  If  they  will. 

Sara  Waters  Aged  20  years  witneseth,  That  shee  heard  mary  gats  at 
the  same  time  speaking  to  Sargant  Kerly.  She  said  Lett  them  take  ofence 
and  be  hanged  all,  If  they  will. 

these  we-.u'e  both  taken  vpon  oath  the  27"'  of  the  11'^'  mon  1656  before 
me.  Simon  VVillard. 

I  Mar}- gates  doe  acknoleg  that  whearas  I  have  spoke  sumthing  not  long 
sence  at  tliis  place  tiiat  was  nuitei"  of  joste  otfence  and  iiery  sinful! ,  I  am 
hertely  sory  for  it  and  doe  desire  the  Coiigregtion  to  pas  it  by,  and  i  shall 
endever  by  the  helpe  of  god  noi  to  alowe  myself  in  an\-  such  practes. 
tliis  was  acknoledged  in  publick  in  our  hearing. 

William  Kerly  Juner 
William  Kerly  Sener 
Hexry  Kerly. 

April  7  1657.  This  Court  grants  an  Attachment  agst  Mary  Gates  of 
Lanch.aster.  and  to  Jao.  Prescott  a  bill  of  costs  tor  hlmselfe  &  v.itnesses 
being  24"  to  be  pd  by  trie  said  Gates  and  shee  is  lo  appeare  at  y'  next  Conn 
to  AusW  y'  Compl'  of  the  said  Prescott  &  James  Atherton  for  her  sinfull 
Cariage  in  the  assembly  on  y  Lords  day. 

To  the  honoured  Goveraour,  Deputy  Governour  with  the  rest  of  the 
honoured  magistrats  assembled  at  the  County  Court  holden  at  Charle^uown 
the  16  of  this  instant  lune  1657.  In  most  humble  v^-ise  sheweth  and  com- 
plaineth,  and  .  .  [a  line  worn  olT  in  fold]  .  .  petitioner  Mary  Guts  of 
Sudbury  lat  of  Lancaster  was  summoned  to  appeare  at  the  Count)  Court 
held  at  Cambridge  the  sea\"entli  of  A  prill  last  past  and  did  not,  yom-  peti- 
tioner th.ought  tiiat  full  satistaction  had  been  giuen  befor  tlie  honoured 
Maior  Willard  for  tlie  ottence,  al~i0  acknoledgernent  and  satisfaction  v/as 
farther  rendered  by  your  petitioner  to  all  or  any  persons  at  lancaster,  w  hom 
it  might  concern,  further  s'otir  petitioner  was  informed  that  if  shee  did  ai)- 
peare  by  an  agent  it  might  be  exeptedi  hence  v/hat  your  petitioner  did  was 
out  of  ignorance  and  not  of  any  contempt  of  athorvty  or  aversnes  fartiier 
to  acknoledge  the  euill  of  m\'  rash  spech  arid  shall  be  at  your  mere}-,  sub- 
mitting to  your  fauorable  seusur,  alhvays  praying  for  you. 

Mary  Gats. 

23  4  1657.  ?ylary  the  daughter  of  Steuen  Gates  of  Lanchaster 
being  complained  of  to  dus  Court  for  bold  and  vnbeseeniing  speecites  vsed 
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in  the  PubHque  Assembly  on  tht:'  Lords  day  and  especially  a^'St  IMr  Rov.'- 
lason  nii-'iister  of  (lods  word  dicre  the  cvi^lence  wlieieof  api)eartth  by  th.e 
trsliinon}-  of  jno.  Prescfjtt,  Jan^.es  Athcrton,  Lidea  Kii)bie  &  Sarah 
\\'au-i->  u aic  oil  tile  wit!)  y"  n.-corci.;  t>r  ►.h's  Court,  the  ^d  Mary  C.ates 
appeariu*;  in  Court  freel)',  .icknov,'k-d'j:ed  her  ,:.;real  euill  ther<M!i,  tlie  Courr 
admonish.ed  her,  liv  ortlercd  tibial  sliee  should  pa}'  tliu  Witnesses  their 
charges  &  costs  of  Coutt. 

Lancaster  24;';  8'''  56.    Thi.^  may  cevtifie  tlie  Plonoui'ed  Cou)-t  that  wee 
have  clioose  Ralph  Houghton  Clarke  of  the  Writs.    Witnes  our  liands 
Thomas  Rowlaxdsox        Jomx  Rugg 

JoaX  PRESOO'M  TllOAIAS  Sawveii 

1656  28'^  May.  •' Lancaster  alias  Nash.away,  Billeriky.  &  Chelmsford" 
were  presented  to  the  grand  jury  for  not  sending  record  of  theire  meeting 
for  noniiaioion  of  niagistrats  y'-'  \-ear  past,"  oc  the  jury  found  a  bill  7"'  of 

mo  1657. 

1637.  Whereas  wTe  whose  names  are  vnderwritten  (being  the  freenien 
of  Lancaster)  were  sunnnoned  by  warrant  to  send  some  one  to  answer  a 
presentment  t'or  our  neglecting  to  send  in  o''  votes  for  Nomination  of  ^L.ig- 
istrates,  we  have  intreated  John  Lrescott  at  psent  Constable,  to  return  our 
Defence  vnto  the  flonoured  Court,  wlicreby  we  intreate  the  Honoured 
Court  to  consider  that  the  Reason  wdiy  wee  sent  them  not  was  onely  because 
wee  weie  not  called  vpon  according  to  order. 

William  Kerly 
THO^L-vs  Ruwlaxdsox 
W^illiam  (())  Lev.'is 
Thomas  (F)  S.awvek 

23:4:  1657.  Steeuen  Gates  late  const,  of  Lanchaster,  being  openh- 
conv ii;ted  in  Court  of  his  Breach  of  the  law  in  not  suiTioning  tlie  freemeii 
of  that  Tou  ne  to  giue  in  their  votes  for  nomination  of  magistrates,  is  fined 
according  to  law,  ten  pounds. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

1657.  In  answer  to  the  peticon  of  Steeuen  Gates,  humbi}'  desiring  no 
fine  nia\-  l;e  intlicied  on  him  ror  his  neglect  in  not  warning  the  freemen  to 
giue  in  their  \otes  tor  m.agist\  he  being  at  y'-  tjme  sicke,  &  hauing  pd 
tena  shillings  for  entering  his  peticon,  the  court  graunts  his  request. 

[  .Mas;aehusetts  Records.] 

Vpon  occasion  >$v:  in  answer  to  the  peticon  of  Concord  Lancaster  &c,  the 

C(.>urt  doe  graunt  to  the  inhal.)itants  of  Concord  &  Lancaster, 

and  .-uch  a.s  they.>ha!l  a>sociate  vnto  them,  according  to  the  tenor  of  theire 
petition,  libert}"  to  erect  vjne  ur  more  iron  worke.^  \v"''in  the  Ijmitts  of  theire 
oune  towne  l)ount.ls,  or  in  an\  comon  place  neere  therevnto.. 

[  Massachusetts  Records.] 
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Works  were  soon  in  operation  at  Concord,  and  it  seerns 
certain  t!iat  some  attempt  was  made  to  establish  in  Lancas- 
ter the  manufacture  of  iron  from  ores  dug  out  of  tlie  boo"s  or 
tished  from  the  ponds.  Iron  for  smiths'  use  then  cost  over 
twentv  pounds  sterling  per  ton.  The  lirst  furge  in  America 
had  been  successful!}'  at  work  in  Raynham  for  f  .'ur  or  frve 
years,  and  John  Prescott,  peril aps,  ever  watchtul  as  he  Vv'as 
of  public  needs,  and  stimulated  b}-  the  high  price,  planned 
a  bloomery  in  connection  with  his  savv'-mill,  which  probably 
stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  trie  Bigeiow  Carpet  Com- 
pany's dam.  This  at  least  is  certain  ;  siag  and  cinders, 
such  as  accumulate  at  a  forge,  were  once  to  be  seen  strewn 
about  the  embankment  of  a  long  disused  dam  in  that  lo- 
cality. But  bog  ore,  though  found  in  various  places 
near,  was  nowhere  in  deposits  rich  enough  to  make  iron 
m  a  n  u  1  a  c  t  u  r  e  p  r  o  fi  t  a  b  1  e . 

COPPIE  OF  A  PETTICION  TO  THE  GflNRALL  COURT  FOR 

A  COM  I  TIE. 

To  the  Honoured  Court  our  Honoured  gouerner  deputie  gouerner  with  ilie 
rest  of  the  magestrats  tlie  asistants  and  deputies 
The  humble  petticion  of  the  inhabitaace  of  the  Towns  of  Lancaster 
agreed  on  by  a  genrall  voate  of  the  towne  whose  hands  are  vnderwritea 
Sheweth,  That  wheras  sundrie  psones  in  this  towne  the  Last  year  att  the 
genrall  Court  by  pcticion,  did  obtaine  the  full  Libertie  of  a  plantacion  to 
Choose  selectmen  and  to  order  our  prudencialls  as  other  townes  doe,  sup- 
osing  the  towne  to  bee  furnished  for  that  purpose,  But  now  vpon  th.is 
short  time  of  experienc  this  plantacion  finding  ourseliies  vnable  to  act 
and  order  our  prudencialls  by  publique  towne  meetings,  as  a  towne  body 
by  reson  of  m.any  inconveniences  and  encumbrances  which  wee  lind  that 
way,  nor  by  sellectmen  by  reson  of  the  scarcitie  of  freemen  (being  but  3 
three  in  number)  we  want  Libertie  of  Choic.  And  the  Law  requires  (as 
your  peticioners  doe  Conceiue)  the  greler  voat  of  them  that  act  to  be 
freen\en. 

The  premises  being  Considred  your  peticioners  doe  humbly  Craue 
that  the  Honoured  Court  would  be  pleased  to  take  our  Condicion  into 
their  Considracion,  and  apoynt  a  comitie  invested  with  power  from  the 
genrall  Court  to  put  vs  into  such  a  way  of  order  as  wee  ar  Capable  of,  or 
any  other  way  which  the  Honoured  Court  may  judge  safest,  and  best  both 
for  the  present  and  future  good,  of  vs  and  our  towne  and  those  that  are  to 
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suceed  vs,  And  such  a  Comitie  soe  anoynted  and  soe  impowred,  may 
stand  till  thay  bee  able  to  make  retinue  to  the  genrall  Court  that  the  towne 
is  sufisiantiy  able  to  order  our  prudenciall  afah-es  according  as  the  Law  re- 
quires, which  if  it  shall  please  this  Honoured  Court  to  grant  vntc»  vs.  uee 
shall  remainc  further  obliged,  And  as  v/e  ar  in  dutie  bouiid  Continue  ro 
pray  for  you. 

COURTS  GRANT  OF  A  COMITIE. 

Att  a  genrall  Court  held  at  Boston  May  6''"  1657.  In  answer  to  the 
peticion  of  the  Inhabitance  of  Lancaster  This  Court  Judgeth  it  meet  to 
grant  their  request,  And  doe  then-lore  order  and  apoynt  Tviaior  Simon 
Willard,  Captaine  Edward  Johnson  and  Thomas  dainforth  Coniisioners, 
impowering  them  to  order  the  afaires  of  the  said  Lancaster,  And  to  heare 
and  determine  their  seurall  ditlrences  and  greeuances  which  obstruct  the 
present  and  future  good  of  the  tov/ne,  standing  in  power  til!  they  bee  a'^le 
to  make  returne  to  the  genrall  Court  that  the  towne  is  sufisiantiy  able  to 
order  its  owne  afBiires  according  to  Law. 

Fera  Copia  TiiOMAS  danforth 

ORDERS  OF  THE  COMITIE. 

■  The  Con-iisioners  apoynted  by  the  genrall  Court  to  order  and  setle  the 
afaires  of  Lancaster,  being  asenibied  at  Jolm  Prescots  house  Septeniber  y 
eight  1657  hauing  heard  the  sciU'all  informacions  and  Complaints  of  both 
piies,  and  reueued  the  records  of  the  said  towne,  doe  Judg  meet  to  order 
and  Conclud  as  followeth  (1  e) 

1.  Selectmen.  That  master  John  Tinker  William  Kerley  Sen  John 
Prescott  Ralph  Houghton  and  Thomas  Sawyer,  shall  bee  and  are  herby 
Impowered  to  order  and  manag  the  pnidenciali  afaires  of  the  said  towne, 
fibr  tliis  year  next  ensuing  and  vntill  sum  others  be  allowed  and  Confirmed 
by  the  Comisioners  in  their  steed  and  place. 

2.  E>icu?'agi  master  Ro-wlandsoji.  That  the  said  Selecttmen  take  Care; 
for  the  due  cncuragment  of  master  Rowlandson  who  now  Laboureth 
amongst  them  in  the  ministrie  of  gods  holy  word,  And  alsoe  that  they 
take  care  for  erecting  a  meeting  house,  pound,  and  stokes.  And  that 
they  see  to  the  La}ing  out  of  towne  and  Countrie  high  waies  and  the 
towne  bounds,  arid  the  making  and  executing  of  all  such  orders  and  by 
Lawes  as  may  be  for  the  Comon  good  of  the  plac  (i  e)  respecting  Come 
feiUls.  medowes.  Comon  pasturag  Land,  ferices,  herding  of  Catell  ana  re- 
straint of  damage  by  swine  and  for  the  recoiiring  of  thos  tines  and 
fortitures  that  are  due  to  the  towne  from  such  psones  as  h^ue  taken  -.'p 
land  and  not  rulhilled  the  Condicions  of  theire  respectiue  grants  wherby 
the  Comon  good  of  the  Plaritacion  hath  beeneand  yettis  much  obstructed. 
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3.  Pa ytnt.  of  town e  debts.  That  they  t?.ke  Care  for  the  pa}  nie!)t  of 
all  towfic  debts  and  for  tlsat  end  they  are  hcrby  inipovvred  to  make  such 
Levies  or  rats  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  see  needfu'l  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  Comon  Charges  of  the  to\vne,  And  in  Case  any  of  the 
inhabitance  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  mak  due  payment  both  for  quality 
and  quantitie  upon  resonable  demand,  they  may  then  Levic  tlic  sanie  by 
distresse,  And  are  impov/ered  alsoe  to  take  2^  mor  and  abouc  such  line 
or  Rate  as  is  due  to  bee  paid  for  the  satisiaclon  vnto  your  ohcer  that 
taketh  the  distress  for  his  paines  theirin, 

4.  )nanor  of  ascsmcnts.  l  hat  in  all  their  asesments.  all  Lands  apro- 
priated,  (Land  giuen  for  addittions  excepted)  shall  bee  valued  in  manor 
following  (i  e)  home  Lotts  the  vnbroken  att  20^  p  accor  and  the  broken 
vp  at  thirtie  shillings  by  the  accor  the  entervaile  the  broken  at  fowertie 
shillings  the  accor  and  the  vnbroken  at  thirtie  shillings  the  accor,  and 
rnedow  Land  att  thirtie  shillings,  and  in  all  rates  to  the  ministrie  The 
home  Lotts  to  pay  tenn  shillings  p  ann.  according  to  the  towne  order. 
And  this  order  to  Continue  for  hue  yeares  next  ensuing,  Alsoe  that  the 
selectmen  tak  spesiall  Care  for  tlie  preseruing  and  safe  keeping  tiie  tov,'nes 
Records.  And  if  they  see  it  need  full,  that  they  pcure  the  same  to  bee 
writen  our  fairly  into  a  new  booke,  to  be  keept  for  the  good  of  posterity, 
the  charge  wherof  to  bee  borne  by  the  pprietors  of  the  said  Lands 
respectiuely. 

5.  none  freed  from  Rats  vniess  they  relinquish  voider  hand.  That 
noe  man  be  freed  from  the  Rates  of  any  Land  granted  him  in  pprietie 
eccept  he  mak  a  release  and  full  resignation  theirof  vnder  his  liand,  And 
doe  alsoe  relinquish  and  surender  vp  to  the  vse  of  the  towne,  his  home 
Lott  Intervaile  and  medow,  all  or  none. 

6.  accOfyiodaco'ds  for  ^  or  6  :  be  Left  before  2  deuision.  That  their  be 
accomodacions  of  Land  reserued  for  the  meet  encuragment  of  fiue  or  six 
able  men  to  com  and  inhabit  in  the  said  place  (i  e)  as  may  bee  helpfull 
to  the  encuragment  of  theworke  of  god  their,  and  the  Comon  good  of  the 
place,  And  that  no  second  deuision  be  Laid  out  vnto  any  man  vntill  those 
Lotts  bee  sett  apte  for  that  vse;  by  the  selectmen,  that  is  to  say  home 
Lotts  entervaile  and  medow.' 

7.  master  R&ivlandsons  deed  of  gift.  The  Comisioners  doe  Judg  meet 
to  Confirme  the  deed  of  gift  made  by  the  towne  vnto  master  Rowlandscn 
(i  e)  of  a  house  and  Land  v/hich  was  sett  a  part  for  the  vse  of  the  m.inis- 
trie  bcring  date  i^''  6"-  mon  1637  vpon  Condicicn  that  master  Rov/landson 
remoue  not  his  habitacion  from  the  said  place  for  the  space  of  three  yeare 
next  ensuing,  vnlesse  the  said  inhabitance  shall  consent  theirto,  And  the 
Comisioners  aproue  theirof. 

8.  Jo.  Prescots  highway.  That  the  highway  Laid  out  through  John 
Prescotts  land,  be  remoued  vnto  the  place  v/her  formerly  it  was  Laid  out. 
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9.  SfeeucH  j^afs  haiJi  7ioe  right  to  a  iMt.  That  Steeuen  gats  liath  noe 
right  to  those  Lands  claimed  by  him  from  this  said  plantacion. 

10.  John  Rigbe  liath  right  lo  loacors  of  Intervale.  Tliat  John  Rigbie 
h.ufi  righi  to  lenn  accois  of  Entervaile  to  be  Laid  out  to  Www  by  tlie  seltct 
men. 

11.  Thomas  Saivycr,  i  acors  cvLtcrvailc.  That  Thom?s  Sav/yer  bath 
right  io  fiiie  accors  of  Enlervaile  to  be  Laid  out  to  him  by  the  select  men. 

12.  Jo:  Mor  3  aaors  viedo.  That  John  More  shall  banc  three  accors 
of  medov/  Laid  out  to  hirn  by  the  selectmen  to  enioy  the  same  to  him  and 
his  heires  for  euer,  on  Condicion  that  he  remaineth  an  Inliabitant  in  the 
said  j)]ac  for  three  yeare  next  erisuing  the  Lords  hand  by  death  excepted. 

13.  Lands  bought  t)y  Master  Titiker .  That  those  Lands  bought  by 
master  John  Tinker  of  goodman  Knight  bee  Connrmed  to  him  and  his 
heires  for  eiicr.  And  tl-at  master  Tinker  be  accomodated  in  deuisions  of 
Land  after  two  hundred  pound  estate. 

14.  goodman  Waters  aconiodaLions .  Tliat  the  selectmen  Lay  out  vnto 
La\', rence  Waters  what  he  yett  wanteth  of  his  Just  acomodacions  in  ariy 
p.  ice  that  is  Comon,  att  the  Choice  of  the  said  Waters.  .And  that  what 
Land  the  said  Waters  slia]}  be  without  for  more  then  six  mo.nthes  after  the 
date  Herof  he  shall  bee  freed  from  tlte  rates  theirof  pvided  He  shall  neuo' 
after  make  any  ciaime  theirto. 

•  finally  ggst  i?unates.  That  none  be  entertained  into  the  towne  as  in- 
mates, tenants,  or  otherwise  to  inhabit  within  the  bounds  of  the  said 
towne,  without  the  Consent  of  the  selectmen  or  the  maior  pte  of  them, 
first  had  and  obtained,  and  entered  in  the  record  of  the  towne  as  tiieir  act, 
vpon  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  p  month  both,  to  the  pson  that  shall  soe 
offend  by  intruding  himsclfe,  And  alsoe  to  the  pson  that  shall  ofend  in 
receiuing  or  entertaining  such  pson  into  the  towne. 

Pri'aaledges  d~'  ■:'\7ts.  And  that  noe  other  pson  or  psones  whatso- 
euer  shalbe  admited  to  the  Inioyment  of  the  priualedges  of  the  place  and 
towneshipp.  Either  in  accomodaccions  vols  elections  or  disposalies  of  any 
of  the  Comon  priualedges  and  intt-rests  theirof,  saue  only  such  as  haue 
beene  tirst  orderly  admited  and  accepted  (as  aforsaid)  to  the  enioyment 
theirof. 

By  vs     C  Simon  Will \RD 
)  Edward  Johnson 
C Thomas  danforth 

SEURALL   ORDERS   OF   THE  SELECTMEN. 

I.  about  recording  l.arid.  First  of  the  ri'-':  moa.  1657:  The  Select- 
men meet  at  John  Tinkers  house.  They  order  that  eurie  inhabitant  of 
the  tov/nc  that  liadv  Lands  Laid  out  to  th-em  for  tim  past,  The}-  do  bring 
a  pfect  List  of  quaacitie  quaiiiie  plac  and  manor  of  Lying  of  their  said 
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Lands  with  their  seurail  buts  and  bounds  betweene  this  and  July  next  to 
the  Clarke  of  the  Tovvne,  who  is  apoynted  by  this  order  fairly  to  record 
the  same,  in  a  booke  to  be  keept  as  the  townes  Records  for  after  posterity, 
And  to  preuent  any  dilTi-ence  wh.ich  may  after  arise  through  n"iistakes  for- 
getfullnes  or  otherwise,  in  that  pticuler,  and  the  Clarke  is  alowed  fower 
pence  for  recording  eurie  vpland  Lott,  and  fower  pence  for  eurie  entervaile 
Lott,  And  for  eurie  accor  of  medow  one  penny,  A.nd  for  the  Coping  out 
of  what  hee  recordeth,  to  those  that  desire  it  he  is  to  haue  halfe  soe  much 
as  for  recording,  The  like  to  be  done  by  those  to  whom  Lands  be  granted 
afterwards  in  one  month  after  their  Lands  are  Laid  out. 

2.  for  iv ant  of  Land  according  to  gra)it .  That  because  some  haue 
Complained  they  haue  not  all  the  Land  Laid  out  that  is  granted  to  them, 
and  som  of  their  Lands  are  short  of  what  they  were  Laid  out  for,  And  for 
which  they  Constantly  pay  rats,  Jt  is  ordred  that  If  any  the  inhabitance 
shall  Compiaine  and  make  it  out  vpon  Just  proofe  they  are  short  of  their 
due,  in  poynt  of  Lands,  it  shall  bee  m;ide  good  to  them  in  such  place  as  is 
vndisposed  of  pxided  all  such  Complaints  be  made  beefore  the  Last  day  of 
September  next,  vnto  the  selectmen. 

highwaies  amply  recorded.  Eight  of  the  12''":  mon  1657.  The 
Selectmen  meet  at  goodman  Kerleys.  They  ordred  that  all  highwaies 
Laid  out  and  allowed  for  the  towne  and  Countrie  vse,  be  amply  recorded, 
for  posteride,  and  the  way  markes  bee  yearly  repaired  by  stakes  or  other- 
wise. 

highiuay  in  Tho :  Sawyers  entcrvaile.  That  the  ground  Left  fine 
Rods  widnes  through  goodman  Prescots  Entervaile  for  a  way  be  staked 
out  two  Rods  and  halfe  wid  for  a  highway  and  soe  much  as  is  Left  to  bee 
dealt  out  toward  the  satisfiing  of  Thomas  Saw\-er  his  fuie  accors  wanting 
of  his  due  of  twentie  accors  entervaile.  And  granted  by  the  Comittie. 

gates  i)i  Co?non  feilds .  Monday  the  15'"'':  12:  mon  1657  The  Select 
men  meet  at  the  house  of  Ralph  Houghton.  They  agree  that  it  is  neses- 
carie  that  their  bee  hue  gates  made  and  mantained  at  hue  seurail  places  in 
the  entervailes  on  the  east  side  of  Nashaway  Riuer,  for  the  more  Conven- 
ient pasing  along  the  highwaies,  which  lyeth  through  the  Come  feilds, 
where  the  fences  are  made  against  the  Comons,  And  Comon  pasturage 
Lands.  To  say,  at  the  entrance  of  that  Comon  feild  against  good  man 
Whits :  two  gates  att  the  places  where  that  highway  paseth  through  the 
two  outside  fences.  Three  gates  at  the  outside  of  the  fences  att  the  three 
places  where  the  high  waies  enter  into  those  feilds  on  both  sides  Nasha- 
way Riuer  on  the  South  side  of  the  North  Rduer,  and  doe  orrler.  That 
those  that  are  the  pprietors  of  those  Lands  aforsaid  doe  Joyntiy  agree, 
And  they  or  either  of  them  are  to  make  a  gate  att  each  place  aforesaid, 
verie  suJisiant,  and  vsfull  hung  and  titted  by  midsum.er  day  next.  And  to 
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iTsantainc  the  smme  from  time  to  time,  And  the  account  of  the  charge 
Ibeirof  to  be  giuen  into  the  towne,  to  bee  paid  and  discharged  by  the 
towne. 

Vehv  vjay  marks  eurie  march.  That  in  march  next  and  soe  eurie 
yeare  in  the  said  month  sum  one  man  bee  deputed,  who  hatli  beene  for- 
merly inipIo}'ed  in  Laying  out  of  y-'  higlns'aies,  with  one  mor  Joyned  with 
him,  to  reveivv  all  highwaies  apoynted  or  ordred  for  Cnmon  vse,  in  and 
about  the  towne:  And  to  see  the  way  markes  be  suhsiant  to  be  noted 
and  knowne. 

Second  dcitisioji.  The  Selectmen  thinke  meet  and  doe  order,  that  soe 
soone  as  all  Entervaile  Lands  belonging  to  the  first  dcuision  be  Laid  out, 
which  is  to  bee  done  with  all  Convenient  speed.  That  the  towne  doe 
Come  all  togather  and  draw  Lotts  for  their  second  deuision  of  Entervaile 
which  shall  bcgine  v/her  the  first  deuision  ends  and  extend  downe  the 
riuer  to  the  Still  Riuer  and  soe  beyond  towards  the  plumtrees,  And  other 
places,  wher  entervaile  is  found  vndisposed  of  as  aforesaid,  (not  entrencli- 
ing  vpon  any  former  order)  vntill  the  whole  deuision  be  Compleated 

goodman  whits  gift  of  cntervcde.  Monday  y"^  first  of  the  first  mon  1657 
&  58  the  whole  towne  meet,  and  the  orders  made  by  the  selectmen,  was 
read  to  them  They  agree  to  all  the  orders  except  that  of  the  gift  to  good- 
man  V/hite,  And  it  is  theirfore  Crossed  becaus  he  apeaved  not  to  speak 
ifj  his  ov/ne  Cause. 

This  p!ai()  record  has  been  twice  printed  heretofore  so  as  to  wear  an  air  of  mystery 
which  does  nut  belong  to  it;  thie  word  "  apeared  "  being  transcribed  as  "  feared." 

Johr,  Rigbie.  rclese  of  half  his  Loit  ^  his  gift  of  niedo.  John  Kigbie 
Lales  downe  half  fiis  hous  Lott  and  entervaile.  And  reserueth  tenn  accors 
of  each  to  hin-i.  And  is  allowed.  And  their  is  granted  him  a  Spong  of 
medow  south  of  and  butingon,  the  plumtree  brooke  and  west  of  the  high- 
way Containing  n^ore  or  lesse  two  accors,  soe  far  as  it  Rangeth  north  and 
south. 

Sponger  spung  IS  a  provincial  term  used  in  England  to  denote  an  irre.giilar  pro- 
jecting portion  of  a  field. 

Mordicai  Muldoad  his  grant.  Alordicai  Mukload  is  admited  an  Inhab- 
itant an.d  granted  tenn  accors  of  vpland  for  a  house  Lott  and  tenn  accors 
of  entervaile 

27  first  mon  1658.  The  selectmen  rnett  at  goodman  Prescots  and 
Chose  Ralph  Houghton  and  Jacob  farer  to  renew  the  markes  of  and  for 
the  highwaies;  according  to  the  order  made  the  15  :  12  iiion  last  past  no: 
7th  .  order. 
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A  TREATIE   W™  MASTER  ROWLANDSON   ABOUT  UlS 
SETLING. 

Monday  3''':  of  the  :  mon  1658.  On  the  Ccrtaine  intelligence  of 
nuister  Kowh, nelsons  inrent  of  removing  from  vs,  the  selectinen,  treated 
with  him  to  know  what  his  minde  was  :  And  Ids  answer  was  h.is  apre- 
hentions  were  Clearer  for  his  going,  then  for  staying.  'J'hey  replied  they 
feared  his  ap'eiientioas  were  riol  well  grouiided,  but  desired  to  know  his 
resolucion.  He  said  his  resolucions  weare  according  to  his  aprehencions, 
for  ott  hee  knew :  Then  the  selectmen,  Considering  it  was  a  case  of 
nesesitie  for  the  towne,  to  look  out  for  other  suply,  they  told  nvaster 
Rowiandson  that  now  they  did  Looke  vpon  themselues  as  destitut  of  a 
minister,  and  should  be  forced  to  endeuor  after  sum  other,  soe  discharging 
him. 

(fcoai  u'itJi  .^faster  Rowiandson.  (Friday  the  14*^  :  of  the  3^^  :  nion  16:^8. 
A  mesenger  Came  from  Belerica  to  fetch  master  Rowiandson  away,  vpon 
which  the  to\vnc  (hauing  notice  giuen  them)  Came  togather,  with  intent 
to  desire  hin-  to  stay  and  setle  amongst  vs :  And  after  some  debate  it  was 
voated  as  follov/es, 

1.  yoaf  for  invitacon.  Whether  it  weare  the  mind  of  the  towne,  to 
invite  master  Rowiandson  to  abide  and  setle  amongst  them,  in  the  worke 
of  the  ministT  ie  —    The  voat  was  aftirmitiue  by  the  hands  of  all  held  vpp. 

2.  Whether  it  was  their  mind  to  allow  him  for  his  mantainance  iiftie 
pounds  a  yeare,  one  halfe  in  wheat,  sixpence  iji  the  bushell  vnder  the 
Curant  prises  at  Boston  and  Charlstowne  and  the  rest  in  other  good  Cur- 
rant pay  in  like  pporcion,  or  otherwise  fiftie  and  fiue  pounds  a  yeare,  tak- 
ing his  pay  att  such  rats,  as  the  prises  of  Corne  are  sett  eurie  yeare  by  the 
Court.    The  voat  was  afirmitiue  by  the  hands  of  all  held  vpp  : 

3-  S'^P  of  Louse  and  Land  to  juaster  Roidandson  .  Whether  they  were 
willing  that  master  Rowiandson  should  haue  the  dwelling  house,  which  he 
Lined  in  as  his  owne  pp  right  according  to  the  deed  made  by  the  towne 
and  Conlirmed  by  the  Comittie,  wdth  the  poynt  of  Land  estward  and  sum 
Land  west  and  sum  north  of  his  house,  for  an  orchard  garden  yards  pas- 
ture and  the  like.  This  was  put  to  the  voate,  and  granted  by  the  maior 
pte  (and  opposed  by  none  but  old  goodman  Kerley  only  their  was  a  neuter 
or  two)  with  this  pviso.  that  it  hindred  not  the  buring  place  the  high- 
waies,  Convenient  spac  to  passe  to  the  Riuer,  And  the  Land  intended 
to  Ly  for  the  next  minister,  to  bee  reserued  Convenient  to  the  entervaiie 
Lett  now  improued  by  Henry  Kerley,  all  which  was  L;ft  to  the  sellcct 
men  to  Lay  out  according  to  tlieir  best  discresion. 

uiaster  Rovjlaiuisons  acceptance.  A^nd  vpon  this  m.aster  Rowiandson 
accepted  of  the  townes  invicacion.  And  gaue  them  thankes  for  their  grant. 
And  agreed  to  the  mocion  Concerning  his  maintinance,  And  pniised  to 
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abide  witb  vs  in  the  best  manor,  the  lord  should  enable  hin;  to  iniproue 
bis  giftes  in  th<.'.  Vvork  of  the  ministrie. 

g-'ajit  of  sum  evJcrvaile  to  yolDi  Ulrite.  Tnsday  :  of  June  the 
selleetmen  meet  at  the  meeting  house  all  but  goodman  Kerley,  arid  ai^rted 
That  vpon  serious  Consideracion  vpon  the  reque^^t  of  goodman  While  iiur 
the  Land  he  hath  plowed  &  fenced  in  the  entervaile  towards  the  still 
riuer  (hauing  entred  damage  for  want  of  his  right  in  after  deuisions  being 
demanded  &c)  it  is  granted  he  shall  haue  it  as  his  pprietie  in  pte  of  his 
after  deuisions  according  as  it  is  now  fenced  being  mesured  to  bee  about 
seauen  accors  : 

A  MOCION  ABOUT  A  SAW  MILL  MADE  BY  GOODMAN  PrESCOTT. 

Munday  y°  15:  of  the  9-'':  mon  :  1658  att  a  training  A  mocion  was 
made  by  goodman  Prescott  about  seting  \  p  a  saw  mill :  That  on  Condi- 
clon  goodman  Prescott  would  sett  vp  a  saw  mill,  for  the  good  of  the  towne 
he  should  haue  according  to  his  desire  viz  :  one  pcell  of  Land  Lying  neare 
to  his  vvater  milie  Containing  niore  or  lesse  one  hundred  and  twentie 
accors  ;  bounded  by  the  riuer  and  his  owne  Land,  the  end  of  a  ledge  of 
Rokes.  and  a  stake,  Joyning  to  his  owne  Land  on  the  sourh  west  side  of 
the  mill  pond  :  To  bee  to  him  and  his  posterity  for  euer  in  Consideracion 
abouesaid;  And  is  to  be  more  exactly  recorded  \vhen  exactly  knowne, 
alsoe  that  hee  shall  not  be  rated  in  any  Rates  for  towne  or  Countrie  for  his 
sawes  or  saw  mill,  to  be  imposed  by  the  towne,  also  for  his  said  Land,  he 
is  riOt  to  pay  any  rats  utill  it  Com  to  bee  improued,  And  then  to  pay  as 
improued  Lands  vse  to  doe  And  vpon  this  grant  goodman  Prescott  did 
pmise  and  engag  to  sett  vp  a  saw  mill,  in  tlie  towne  boimds,  with  all  Con- 
venient speed,  And  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  towne,  siiouid  bee  supiy 
with  boards  and  other  sawing  on  such  termes  as  is  vsually  aforded  att 
other  savv-  milles  in  the  cuntrie. 

On  Monday  17*'^ :  of  tfeb  :  1659  ^^^^  Company  granted  hinn  to  fall  pines 
on  the  ComiOns  to  suply  hi.s  sawmill. 

It  was  not  unustial  to  transact  town  business  on  training- 
days.  Similar  examples  are  found  in  the  records  of  other 
towns.  There  were  by  law  eight  training  days  in  the  year, 
and  every  able-bodied  male  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  sixty  was  enjoined  to  be  present  for  drill.  These  train- 
ings were  usually  on  Saturdays.  The  warning  for  a  town 
meeting  was  a  notice  given  by  the  constable  in  person  to 
each  voter,  or  from  house  to  house.    ''Att  a  training''  would 
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therefore  be  a  \'ery  convenient  season  for  a  special  town 
meeting. 

Before  Prescott  stn.rterl  his  saw-mill,  all  houses  of  the 
town  mU'A  have  been  rude  structures  of  logs,  hewn  timber, 
stone  and  cla\^,  lor  it  v/as  an  impossibility  to  bring  from  the 
lower  towns  over  the  existing  roads,  and  on  tlie  rude  cart 
of  the  period,  any  large  arnourit  of  sawn  lumber.  As  lime 
was  miade  only  of  oyster  shells  until  about  A.  D.  1700,  it 
w^as  necessarily  very  costly.  Tlie  first  limestone  discovered 
in  the  colony  w^as  at  Newbury  in  1697,  and  that  in  Bolton 
not  much  betore  1736  probably,  when  Priest  and  Ilougli- 
ton's  ''Lime  Kyln''  is  mentioned  in  records.  R.oof3  were 
often  thatched,  following  the  English  custom.  Thus,  in 
the  inventorv  of  Steven  Gates'  estate,  A.  D.  1662,  we  find 
tiie  item  ''  thatching  tools,  3'  6'."  Chimneys  were  at  lirst 
of  logs  well  coated  with  clay,  or  of  stone.  The  very  old 
dwelling  torn  down  in  South  Lancaster  about  1S12,  behind 
the  Moses  Sawyer  house,  had  stone  chimneys,  as  did  that 
of  Manasseh  Divoll  on  George  Hill.  When  frame  houses 
were  built,  the  timbering  was  very  heavy,  commonly  of 
oak,  boarded  and  covered  with  "clove  boards.''  One  of 
the  tirst  roadways  westward  into  the  woods  was  known 
about  1700  as  the  ''clabord  path,"  and  in  the  inventories  of 
the  period  that  essential  instrument  in  the  riving  of  staves, 
shingles,  and  clapboards,  iliQ  /roe,  is  often  mentioned.  It 
would  be  natural  at  tirst  for  builders  to  rest  content  Vvith  a 
single  story,  for  few  pioneers  could  aflbrd  more  ;  but  after 
165S,'  with  Prescott's  saw-mill  in  successful  operation, 
doubtless  a  few  more  pretentious  structures  arose.  Daniel 
Hudson,  a  brickmaker  and  mason,  was  here  resident  in 
165 1.  Nails,  large  and  small,  and  all  other  articles  of 
constructive  hardware  were  made  laboriously  by  hand  upon 
the  smith's  anvil.    Paint  Vvas  unknown. 

The  complete  destruction  of  all  the  dwellings  in  1676, 
and  the  entire  absence  of  any  hint  as  to  the  construcrion  or 
plan  of  a  rlngle  building  in  the  records  of  tiie  day,  leave 
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lis  to  pure  conjecture  as  to  tlieir  appearance.  All  we  know- 
about  the  Rowlanclson  house  is,  that  it  had  one  flanker  and 
another  in  process  of  buildintr,  and  Hubbard  mentions 
"a  leanter.''  Neither  is  there  anything  dehnite  on  record 
respecting  the  church,  the  garrisons,  or  dwellings  oi  the 
second  generation  in  Lancaster.  Sawyer's  garrison  had 
*'gates,'*  which  implies  a  palisade.  Gardner's  gai'rison  had 
an  elevated  "watch  box,"  "flanker,'' and  a  "  parade,"  all 
which  is  meagre  description.  If,  however,  we  examine  the 
most  ancient  houses  yet  standing  in  various  parts  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  the  representations  of  older  ones  that 
have  disappeared,  v^^e  can  form  from  their  more  rmiform 
characteristics  some  reasonable  opinion  respecting  the  com- 
mon style  of  earl}'  Lancaster  architecture.  In  nine-tenths 
of  the  dwellings  of  that  era  in  Massacliusetts,  as  pictured 
to  us  in  engravings,  or  the  recollections  of  the  aged,  the 
roof  will  be  lound  a  modihcittion  of  one  of  two  forms. 
When  the  house  was  two  storied  in  front,  it  was  most  comx- 
moniy  but  one  at  the  rear,  tlie  roof  slope  on  that  side  ex- 
tending down  to  within  nine  feet  or  less  of  the  p;round, 
sometimes  with  a  change  of  pitch  on  a  level  with  the  front 
eaves.  Another  less  common  torn:'  ^vas  the  garnbrel  roof 
used  on  both  one  and  two  storied  houses.  Plain  two  pitched 
roofs  were  quite  rare  except  Inr  small  structures.  Some- 
times the  upper  story  projected  a  foot  or  tw^o  over  the  lower. 
Porclics  or  other  irre\L;"uiar  features  were  seldom  seen. 
Generaliv  one  }ni<je  chimnev  ascended  through  the  center 
of  the  house.  When  constructed  with  reference  to  defen- 
sive purposes  it  was  usual  to  line  the  vy-alls  with  brick  or 
flat  stone,  to  make  them  bullet-proof.  Doors  were  unpan- 
eled,  with  heavy  wooden  latch  and  a  string  hanging  out- 
side to  lift  it  b}-.  W^indows  were  square  holes  in  the  walls 
protected  by  a  board  shutter,  succeeded  later  bv  small 
leaden  sash  with  little  diamond-shaped  panes  of  greenish 
glass.  Th.ere  are  those  liviiig  who  remember  such  sash  ; 
notabh'  one  in  the  Gates  Tavern.    Tlie  last  log  house  in 
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Lancaster  was  probably  that  of  Perle_v  Hammond,  the 
mulatto  blacksmith,  which  stood  near  the  west  end  of  the 
Rif-by,  and  on  the  Boylston  road. 

about  b7'id;^es..  Monday  the  3''^:  of  the  11*'^:  mon  1658,  The  selectmen 
melt  at  Thomas  Sawyers  and  orclrecl  fibr  the  Bridges  ouer  naslrf-va}"  and 
the  north  riuer.  It  is  agreed,  That  they  that  are  on  the  neke  of  La.'id, 
doe  make  a  cart  bridge  ouer  tlie  north  riuer  by  goodman  Waters,  And 
they  on  the  south  end  doe  make  a  cart  bridge  ouer  nashaway  about  ther 
wading  place  att  their  owne  Charges, 


SUM   ORDERS   OF  THE   COAHTIE   PK:URED   BY  MASTER 

'JiNKER.    PETiciON  TO  THE  co:vnTni:. 

To  the  worshippful!  maior  Simon  Willard  Captaine  Johnson  and  master 
Thomas  danforth  Comitie  for  the  affaires  of  Lancaster. 
May  it  please  you  to  vrider.>tand  that  since  your  session  with  vs,  and 
Concision  gra ated  to  such  as  you  weare  pleased  to  intrust  in  the  pruden- 
cialls  &c :  the  Lord  hath  succeeded  our  endeuours  to  the  setling  (wee 
hope")  of  master  Rowlandson  amotigst  vs.  And  the  tov.-ne  in  some  scilenc 
at  least,  and  we  hope  in  a  good  preparatiue  to  after  peace,  }ett  is  it  hard 
to  repeil  the  boylings,  and  breaking  forth  of  som  psons  dificult  to  please 
and  sum  petlie  differences,  will  arise  amongst  vs,  pvide  what  wee  can  to 
the  Contrarie  ;  wherfore  bee  pleased  to  Consider. 

1  qucrie.  whether  our  power  alreadie  giuen  bee  not  suhsiant,  to  add  a 
small  penaltie  to  the  breach  of  our  orders  made  for  the  good  of  the  tovvne 
each  neighbor  <S:c  eles  it  is  a  sword-toole  and  no  edge. 

2  queric.  Iff  wee  may  not  receiue  power  from  you  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine of  diffrences  amongst  vs  vnder  twentie  shillings  damage  otherwise 
the  opressed  in  small  things  beares  his  burden  because  tis  a  greater  burden 
to  goe  far  for  ease 

3  querie.  If  our  power  reach  not  to  giue,  grant.  Lotls  deuisions,  addi- 
cions  &c  of  Lands  medowes  &c :  if  for  good  to  the  whole  and  ptes  &;c 
which  wee  see  great  need  theirof. 

4  querie.  Iff  wee  may  Choose  an  artist  amongst  ourselues  or  other  our 
neighbours  to  Lay  our  townes  bounds.  And  make  our  returne  theirof  to 
acceptance  :  because  master  Thomas  danforth  and  the  worshipiull  maior 
Willard  canott  be  obtained,  or  either  of  them. 

Honoured  gentellmen  be  pleased  to  resolue  these  Cases  and  vouchsafe 
vs  an.  addicion  to  our  power  vvhere  defectiue  in  any  of  theis,  as  without 
which  wee  are,  or  seenie,  of  litle  Curage,  and  by  which  through  gods 
asistance  wee  may  bee  theirs  and  yours  humbly  to  serue 

John  Tinker. 
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Answkrs  to  the  formencioned  queries 


In  answer  to  llic  wuliiu  naniecl  queries,  tiie  Comitie  doe  make  returne 
as  no]  low  era 

Tp your  Jirsi .  7'hat  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  selectmen  to  impose  an}' 
meet  fine  for  the  nr."?rh  of  any  their  pnidenciall  orders  not  exceeding 
twentie  shillings  for  one  ofience. 

To  your  2^^  That  If  the  towne  please  to  nominat,  three  meete  psons 
to  bee  your  Comisioners  for  endin«;  hnall  Causes  and  present  tliem  to  the 
Countie  Court  they  may  their  bee  alowed  for  ending  any  Case  vnder 
fowcrtie  shillings. 

To  your  y^.  That  it  shall  bee  in  the  power  of  the  sellect  men  and  not 
in  the  hands  of  the  Inhabitance  who  may  n-.ake  their  adresse  to  the  Com- 
itie in  Case  of  any  greeivance 

To  y-  4'''.  That  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Comitie  to  determine 
but  in  Case  it  bee  done  they  shall  further  the  acceptance  theirof  to  their 


A  RECORD  OF  THE  HIGHWAIES  TO  BE  FAIRLY  DRAWNE 
IN  THE  RECORDS  AS  FOLLOWETH. 

Cuntric  way.  One  wa\-  for  the  Cuntrie  Lyeth  :  from  the  entranc  in 
to  the  towne  on  the  east  pte  from  Wataquadocke  hill,  downe  to  tlie  Swann 
Swampe,  and  oucr  the  wading  place  through  Penicooke  riuer :  that  is  by 
tiie  Indian  warre  [weir]  and  soe  along  by  master  Rowlandsons  ground 
and  the  riuer  and  againe  vp  to  goodnian  Waters  his  barne  betweene  old 
goodman  Breckts  lott  and  that  which  was  Richard  Smithes  now  in  the 
poscssion  of  Joliu  'l  inker.  7"o  bee  as  it  is  staked  out,  att  the  Least  fine 
Rods  wide,  on  the  nt-ck.  and  to  be  as  wide  as  can  be  on  the  east  side  the 
riuer  vnder  tenn  Rods  and  aboue  fiue,  and  soe  froni  goodman  Waterses 
outr  the  north,  riuer,  vp  by  niasler  Rowiandsons  the  breadth  as  is  Laid  out 
and  fenced  aiid  marked  and  staked  vp  to  goodman  Rrescolts  Ry  feild  and 
soe  betweene  that  and  John  mores  lolt  and  Crosse  the  brook  and  vpp  be- 
tweene John  Johnsons  and  John  Ropers  Lotts  fine  Rods  wide;  And  soe 
beyond  all  the  Lotts  into  the  woods. 

Tiiis  is  the  highway  hiid  oiit  by  the  Concord  and  Lan- 
ca>tcr  Comniiitee.  previous!}'  comniented  upon.  This 
description,  however,  starts  from  the  eastern  end  and  ex- 
tends the  road  naif  a  mile  hirtlier,  tlie  hist  section  being 
the  same  v^-ay  used  at  present,  frcsm  tlie  Atherton  Bridge 
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giuen  vnder  our  hands  att  Boston 


SlmOX  Wn.LARD 

Edward  Johnson 
Thomas  DAXFor;.TH 
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road  west,  at  rigiit  arglcs  willi  South  Lancaster  street, 
over  Roper's  Brook  and  up  the  hill  at  the  school-house. 

H  ay  to  quasaponikm  viedir^!.  one  \vay  :  from  goodman  Waterst-s  barne 
to  quasaponigin  medowes  before  the  bouses  of  goodman  gates  and  both 
goodman  Josilins  cK:c :  as  it  is  Laid  out  and  niai  ked  ;  riue  rods  w  ide  and 
in  the  enteruaile  1  rods  wide. 

Tiiis  is  essentially  the  present  street  ixom  Sprague  Bridge 
to  tlie  North  Viihige  cemetery,  and  the  meadows  beyond. 

To  quasapojiikin  Jiill.  one  way  :  from  goounian  Breckes  house  thorough 
the  end  of  his  ground,  and  Ralph  Hongiitons  James  Athertons  goodnian 
Whites  and  goodman  Lew^eises  &c,  to  quasaponikin  hill  hue  Rods  wide. 

The  same  highway  is  used  now,  along  the  east  side  of 
the  Neck. 

To  t/id  fr.iU..  one  way  to  the  mill  att  the  heads  of  the  Lotts  of  John 
Presoott  Thomas  Sawyer  Jacob  tiarer  &c  hue  Rods  wide  from  the  Cuntrie 
highway  to  the  mill. 

This  is,  with  siiglit  changes  at  some  points,  the  street 
from  the  county  road  first  noted,  to  the  Prescott  liiill  site  in 
Clinton,  which  was  on  the  brook  just  below  the  factory 
near  the  foot  of  Water  street. 

Street  in  y^  south  end  of  y^  io-zuiie.  one  way  Called  the  Street  or  Cross 
way:  from  goodman  Kerleyes  entervaile  and  the  rest  of  the  entervaile 
Lotts  :  And  soe  south  beetweene  the  double  rang  of  Lotts  :  hue  Rods  wide 
and  soetowards  washacome  when  it  is  past  Jacob  ffarers  Lott :  And 
alsoe  Itt  runes  tlie(5'''ame  widnes  betweene  the  house  Lotts  and  entervaile 
lotts  northw^ard  to  the  wallnut  swampe  : 

This  is  now  known  as  the  Back  Road,  extending  from 
Walnut  Swamp  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  George  Hill 
range,  past  the  school-house,  and  so  south  on  a  direct 
course  for  Washacum  Ponds. 

fro?)i  tJie  Cioitrie  IiigJr.jay  to  yc  ttitervaile  of  Jo :  Presccit  soe  to  li  'ata- 
utiiidokc.  one  way  from  the  mill  way  att  the  end  of  goodman  IVescotts 
.Ry  feeild,  to  the  Entrance  of  his  entervailij  fiue  Rods  wide,  And  through 
tile  entervailes  ouer  Xashaway  Riuer  and  the  Still  riuers.  to  the  outsid 
fenc,  of  Jacob  tiarers  Lott,  two  Rods  and  half  \^ide. 
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This  is  the  road  from  South  Lancaster  street  over  the 
Atherton  Bridge.  A  portion  of  it,  east  of  the  river,  was 
discontinued  many  years  ^go. 

Way  to  tJie  plirrntr'ces  groten .  Oneway:  from  that  etUervaile  way 
downe  along  all  the  entervailes  to  the  Still  riuer  and  towards  grot  ten  on 
the  east  side  of  the  riuer  two  rods  wide. 

7'he  Plumtrees  Meadows  were  in  Harvard.  This  road 
had  to  be  discontinued  because  of  frequent  damage  by 
freshets,  and  the  present  highway  to  Harvard,  on  higher 
ground,  took  its  place. 

1658.  Several  facts  respecting  the  family  of  the  hrst 
minister  of  Lancaster  are  found  in  the  autograph  report  of 
administration,  and  accompanying  agreement  ])elo\N  trans- 
cribed from  the  IMiddlesex  Court  files.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  Master  Joseph  Rowlandson's  mother  and  brother  could 
not  write  their  names. 

Sept  y''  10  58  Wheras  Mr  Joseph  Rolenson  had  letters  of  Adminis- 
tracon  granted  him  by  the  Court  held  att  Cambridge  A  prill  57  in  retterence 
to  the  estate  of  Thomas  Rolenson  Sen^  late  of  Lankester  deceased.  This 
is  to  testifie  the  said  honor'*  Court,  that  the  said  Administrator  together 
witli  tiie  re!ict  of  y''  sd  Rolenson  &  the  rest  of  his  Childeren  haue  mett  to- 
gether &  haue  agreed  concerning  the  distribucon  of  the  said  estate  vnto 
cache  of  o""  full  satisfaccon  &  content  and  this  wee  doe  testifie  vnder  o'^ 
hands  &  desier  it  may  be  recorded  for  y'^  securitie  of     said  Administrator. 

the  marke  of  (Er)  BRmOETT  Rolexsox 
luiddtyio 

Signed  in  ye  p'"sence       the  marke  [R]  of  Tho.  FtOLENSOx 
of  vs      Tfro.  Bii.ADBURY  Richard  Wells 

JOtiN  Flyn  Johx  Eatox 

Joseph  Rowlaxdsox 

In  all  these  particulars  at  o''  meeting  at  Salisbury  the  10*^  Sept  58  wee 
were  fully  satisfied  as  foiloweth. 

fnij).  That  ten  pounds  were  due  to  the  Administrator  from  the  estate 
vpoit  a  cleare  accor.'ipt. 

It.  That  more  than  one  yoake  of  oxen  should  not  be  mentioned  in  the 
Inventory  forasn-iuch  as  the  other  yoake  was  giuen  to  the  three  Children  of 
the  Deceased  in  his  life  time  though  vnknowne  to  the  Administrator  when 
tfie  said  inventory  nas  nvide. 

It,    That  out  of  what  rem.ained  after  these  deductions  the  widdow  of 
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the  Deceased  should  receive  her  thirds,  the  eldest  sou  (consideration  had 
of  what  estate  he  had  fron^  the  now  Deceased  in  his  life  time)  should  re- 
ceive froui  the  Adniini^rrator  sixteen  pounds —  twenty  pounds  to  the  two 
daughters  wiicrcin  they  receive  equ:d  shares,  And  that  which  remains 
is  the  Adniinistraiors  portion. 

This  was  the  result  of  cur  a-itation,  and  accordin5;iy  I  haue  acted  in 
the  DistriL")Utions  that  haue  beene,  and  ani  read}-  to  fulliill  what  remains  at 
any  time — who  Desire  to  remaine  The  servant  of  my  mother  and 
Brethren  in  what  i  may. 

Joseph  Rowlandson 

165S.  John  Whettcombe  for  and  in  consideration  of  three  svvine  killed 
and  spoiled  by  his  three  sonnes,  doth  hereby  promise  to  pay  vnto  Steven 
Gates  the  surne  of  forty  tine  shill.  in  wheate  w"'in  a  week  after  michael 
tyde  next  1658  to  be  paid  at  his  house  in  Sudbury  the  s''  Steven  allowinge 
for  the  can  ia;^e  of  the  wheate  tcnn  shill  6'h 

Dat  apr  2,  1658  John  Whetcom 

28,,  JO,  3S    Jno.  Whetcombc  owned  this  bill  in  Court  to  be  his  act. 

Tho  :  Danf  :  Record'' 

To  the  hono^e'-^  County  Con  ft  at  CJiarlestrnvji .  The  humble  Petison  of 
Jno.  Whetcome  humbly  sheweth.  That  whereas  yo""  Petitioner  hatli  set 
his  hand  to  a  note  to  pay  fortie  and  line  shillings  to  Stephen  Gates  of 
Sudbury.  It  v%\.s  through  my  age  and  weakness  that  I  did  not  consider  of 
it  that  I  had  no  right  to  pay  anything  to  him,  before  he  did  duly  make  it 
apeare  that  I  had  damnitied  hirn,  he  did  complaine  before  the  deputie 
Gou''  his  wor!''\  that  I  or  my  Sonnes  had  killed  and  spoyled  three  of  his 
swine  in  the  \voods,  And  made  as  if  v/e  stole  them  &  with  niany  threats 
which  did  somewhat  amaze  yo'  petitioner  so  that  I  could  not  declare  mj. 
case  which  is  such  as  I  have  now  gotten  to  be  di'awne  vpp  fairly  in  wright- 
ing,  by  w^hich  it  may  appeare  to  this  honor'^  Court  that  1  had  not  wronged 
Stephen  Gates  nor  was  indebted  to  him  anything  for  w^^  I  should  agree  to 
pay  him  anything.  Wherefore  yo-  petitioner  being  aged  &  weak  and 
mean  in  estate  hath  wronged  himseife  and  family  in  loss  of  so  mucli,  be- 
sides by  this  means  of  giueing  satisfaction  there  is  an  imputation  of  thet't 
cast  vppon  mee  and  the  family  of  yo'"  petitioner  (to  y""  great  Greef  being 
inoscent  in  that  respect)  and  we  are  much  defamed  in  our  natnes  and 
creditt,  and  therefore  do  humbly  request  this  honor  '  Court  that  our  case 
may  be  considtred,  and  my  bill  may  be  suspended  vntill  the  next  County 
Court  and  that  then  the  case  may  be  fully  heard,  on  both  sides  and  deter- 
mined accordinge  to  euidenc  and  equtie  and  yo'"  petition'  shalbe  redy  and 
willing  freely  to  yeald  vnto  v/hat  is  right  and  shall  thankfully  .^emain 
Yo""  wori'*"  humble  servant 

John  Whetcombe 
[Middlesex  Court  Reco'-ds.j 

Tiie  court  decided  that  the  bill  must  be  paid. 
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OR.UERS  OF  THE  SELLECTMEN 

nioncb.y  ihe  7'-^':  T2'^'' :  mon  1658  the  selectmen  meet  att  goodrnan  Pres- 
cotts  all  except  goodrnan  Kerley. 

1 .  highway  by  good/nan  Ke,  ky.  They  Consider  agai  ne  about  the  high- 
way alon^r  by  goodrnan  Kerley:  A  nd  thev  Conclude  it  the  best  v/ay  and 
doe  order  th.it  Jolm  more  John  Rugg  and  the  rest  apoynted  to  mend  that 
higliway.  doe  chuse  the  best  Range  bevweene  the  range  of  tiie  Lotts,  horn 
the  Corner  of  goodrnan  Smithes  Lott  to  the  Corner  of  John  Ruges  on  a 
line,  and  the  brooke  And  to  cut  vp  the  brush  of  it,  to  make  good  that 
highway  and  that  the  way  exterid  on  the  Lott  of  John  Tinker  soe  far  as 
sum.e  Corner  or  Elboe  of  the  brook  doe  !y  Comon  to  the  way  and  he  to  bee 
meetly  satisfied  for  it 

2.  Tlie  ini'itacion  to  niaior  Wiliard  gev.t .  Thev  thinke  meet  and  doe 
order  that  a  leler  of  invltacion  bee  sent  to  maior  Simon  Wiliard,  to  com 
to  inhabit  aniongst  vs.  v/ilh.  such,  motiues  Concerning  acconiodacions  as 
hath  beene  formerly  ppounded,  and  the  hands  of  the  select  men  ahxed, 
And  a  copie  of  it  reserued. 

3.  aho".^  sum  Land  take!'.  froi>i  Tho  Sa-iuyer,  at  I\^asha^wav  bridg. 
They  ojder  that  John  More  and  Jacob  tTarer  take  notic  of  what  Land  is 
taken  out  of  Thomas  Sawyers  entervaile  by  the  way  to  the  bridge  ouer 
Nashav.'ay  riuer :  And  make  report  to  the  sellectmen  that  he  may  bee  sat- 
isfied for  it.  And  alsoe  what  is  they  think  meet  for  him  to  haue  in  Lew  of 
it  to  be  Confirmed. 

5.  yi  Jiin  :  )Hore  inak  knoiun  ar'f  That  John  more  mak  knowue  wher 
he  Gcsires  hh;  defects  of  entervaile,  And  to  bee  satisfied,  v.hat  is  meet  If 
in  such  places  as  is  not  Laid  out  or  sequestred. 

6.  about  DLster  Roialandsons  Rate.  That  master  Rowiandsons  Rate 
bee  made  for  the  Last  half  \eare  past  to  pay  him  twenty  seauen  pour^^d 
tenn  shillings  and  for  eurie  following  half  year  soe  much  att  Rates  as  paid 
to  the  Cuntrie  Rats:  And  that  soe  much  be  aded  for  the  Last  half  year 
what  was  short  talang  in  the  ouer  pluses  of  the  former  Rates  to  make  vp 
towards  i;.  v.hat  that  will  reach. 

7.  Jacob  ffarer  his  lott  altred.  That  Jacob  ffarer  on  his  request,  hath 
his  hous  Lott  altred  att  one  Corner,  to  say;  the  south  vrest  Corner  shall 
runne  out  twentie  Rods  and  the  south  est  so  much  in  :  And  he  is  to  Leaue 
a  Rode  spac  for  a  foot  way  between  his  house  lott  and  Thomas  Sawyers : 

Munday  l^^ '.  i*^:  mon  1658(9?)  The  select  men  meet  att  Ralph 
Houghtons  except  goodrnan  Kerly. 

Order  about  Ensigne  ?ioice.  They  order  that  vvhen  Ensigne  Noyce 
Comes  to  Lay  out  the  tovvne  bounds  goodm.an  Prescott  do  goe  with  him 
to  marke  the  bounds,  And  Jobe  Whetcombe  and  young  Jacob  Irarer  to 
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Carie  the  Chaine,  And  such  other  as  Ensigne  N"oyce  shall  desire  If  need 
bee.  And  that  a  bargain  bee  made  first  betvveene  him  and  the  selectmen, 
iu  behalf  of  the  towne,  for  his  art  and  pairies, 

ordrr:  L:r,Lr.;  cut  of  Lands  a -id  lulls.  They  doe  Conceive  it  meet 
v.'hen  any  Lands  ar  granted  to  be  Laid  out  to  any  inhabitant,  the  Layers 
out  to  bee  directed  by  the  seiectinen  wlierc  and  liow,  to  preueni  after  in- 
conveniences. 

Noyes'  original  return,  in  ivlassachusetts  Archives,  cxii, 
page  115,  is  as  follows  : 

April!  7*^.  1659  ^^'^  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  honoured  general! 
Court  to  the  now  inhabitants  of  lancaster  layd  out  y  bounds  of  lancaster 
accordinge  to  t'je  sayd  grants,  wee  begane  at  the  wading  place  of 
nassua  riuer  and  ru;ie  a  Uiue  three  mille  vpon  a  west  north  west  poynt  one 
degree  westerly,  and  from  the  end  of  y'^  three  mill  we  rune  two  perpendic- 
ular lines  beinge  liue  mills  in  length  each  line,  the  one  line  runing  north 
north  est  one  degrte  north.erly,  the  other  line  lunaing  south  south  v/est 
one  degree  southerly  wee  made  right  angls  at  the  ends  of  the  ten  rniile 
line,  runing  two  perpendicular  lines,  runninge  both  of  them  vpon  an  east 
south  east  poynt  on  degree  esterly,  one  of  the  sayd  lines  beinge  the  north 
line  wee  did  rune  it  eight  mill  in  length  the  otlier  being  the  south  line, 
v.ee  did  rune  it  '^ix  mill  and  a  halfe  in  length  and  ther  meedng  w-''  the 
niidei!  of  the  line,  winch  is  the  line  of  the  plantation  granted  to  the  peti- 
tion'" of  Sudbury  whos  plantation  is  called  Wh.ipsuffrage  and  so  runinge 
their  ijne  four  mill  wanting  thre  score  perches  to  the  end  of  their  line  at 
the  nor  west  A  ngle  of  Whipsuhrage  plantation  and  from  the  sayd  angle  of 
Wliipsufrage  runing  six  mille  and  three  quarters  ther  meeting  with  \^  fore 
sayd  east  end  of  the  eight  mile  line  and  soe  period  all  the  sajd  lines  and 
bounds  of  lancaster  which  sayd  grants  rune  eighty  square  milles  of  land 

this  by  me  Thomas  No  yes 

The  deputyes  approue  of  this  returne.  our  Hono''"  i\Ligist-  consenting 
hereto.  14  October  16/2.  \VlLLiA:\r  Torrey  Cleric 

The  magist'  consent  hereto  prouided  a  farme  of  a  mile  square  640  acres, 
be  layd  out  w-'Mn  this  bounds  for  the  countrys  vse  in  such  place  as  is  not 
already  Appropriated  to  any  —  their  brethren  the  deputyes  hereto  consent- 
ing. And  that  Major  Vvillard,  Ralph  Houghton  &  Jno  Prescot  see  it  donne. 

Consented  to  by  -f  deputyes  Edw^  Rawson  Secretary 

18,8,  72  William  Torkey  Cleric 

It  will  be  seen  from  above  dates  that  the  survey  or- 
dered in  the  grant  of  1653  was  not  made  until  nearly  six 
vears  thereafter,  and  wlien  made,  was  not  approved  form- 
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ally  imtil  thirteen  yeaTS  more  had  elapsed.  The  final 
provision  for  a  <tate  farm  may  have  hcen  duly  carried  out, 
but  there  is  no  allusion  to  it  whatever  fouud  in  an\'  town  or 
colonial  record.  Josepli  \Villard.  Esquire,  notes  a  tradition 
that  the  nrile  appropriated  to  the  state  was  laid  out  in  some 
tract  of  little  value  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 

Noyes'  survey  is  explicit,  and  its  lines  can  readily  be 
traced  in  the  boundaries  of  the  towns  that  have  been  shaped 
within  its  area,  as  the  map  at  page  eight  shows.  The 
result  was  not  a  rectangle  ten  miles  by  eight,  as  the  lost 
deed  of  Sholan  and  the  court's  order  specified  ;  becau.se 
when  Noyes  had  run  the  south  line  six  arid  one-half  niiles 
he  sudden]}'  encountered  the  north  line  of  the  Whipsuder- 
age  plantation,  afterwards  Marlborough,  a  line  seven  miles 
in  lengdi  laid  out  several  years  before.  Neither  vras  the 
original  Lancaster  a  trapezoid,  as  Joseph  Vfillard,  Esquire, 
supposed,  but  an  irregular  pentagon.  Its  area  bv  Noves" 
record  would  have  been  exactly  eighty  and  two-tenths 
square  miles.  But  old  surve3's  generally  were  liberal  in 
measurement,  and  Lancaster's  atlbrds  no  exceptiun  to  tliat 
rule.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  "allowance"  usual  in  such 
surveys,  of  about  one  rod  in  thirty  for  swag  of  cliain  and 
irregularity  of  ground.  It  is  possible  that  the  choice  of 
''Jobe  Whetcombe'  &  you.ng  Jacob  tlarer  to  Carie  the 
Chaine,"  was  ba^-cd  upon  some  known  talent  of  theirs  in 
that  art.  Oiie  thing  is  certain,  the  ten  mile  line  of  1659, 
in  modern  maps  stretched  to  over  eleven  miles,  and  the 
other  lines  tbllowed  a  similar  proportion,  Noyes.  ran  his 
ten  mile  line  twenty-three  and  one-half  degrees  west  of  a 
true  north,  but  this  is  not  necessarily  nnaccordant  with  th.c 
terms  of  the  order  of  the  general  court,  the  words  north, 
south,  east  and  west,  i^eing  commonlv  used  in  a  relative 
sense  for  northerly,  etc.  Possiblv  some  fixed  point  v,  as 
given  in  Sliolan's  trrmster  determining  direction,  and  cer- 
tainly Sirdaifs  lieirs  were  in  the  vicinity  to  watch  that  the 
intent  of  the  deed  was  not  transcended. 
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The  wading flacc  of  the  NasJiazvay.    Before  the  arrival 
of  the  Englishman  with  his  axe,  doubtless  all  the  streams 
of  Lanca-^acr  bore  seaward  a  rniich  less  variable  volume  of 
water,  and  that  perhaps  "ii^iy  per  cent,  greater  in  amount 
than  since  the  hills  and  swamps  were  shorn  of  forest  cover- 
ering.    IMen    living    have     conversed   with    those  who 
claim  to  have  seen  alewives  and  trout  in  streams  now, 
save  in  winter  and  spring  months,  known  only  as  dry  grav- 
el beds.    Hence  v^^ading  places  even  for  horsemen  and 
cattle  were  infrequent  in  the  rivers,  and  became  important 
localities  in  our  early  annals.    One  of  tliese  appears  to 
have  been  selected  by  Sholan  and  King  as  the  centre  of 
tlie  township,  and  from  it  Noyes  was  obliged  to  becrin  his 
survey.    The  Nashaway  is  no  respecter  of  any  man's 
metes  and  bounds,  and  in  process  of  time  we  find  our  care- 
ful historian,  Joseph  Willard,  searching  for  this  lost  wading 
place,  and  finally  deciding  that  it  must  have  been  "near 
the  present  mill  bridge.''    To  accept  this  would  be  to 
charc^e  Noyes  and  his  chain  bearers,  first,  with  makino- 
his  three  mile  line  considerably  too  short,  and,  secondly, 
with  fixing  his  south  line  full  three-fourths  of  a  mile  near- 
er the  centre  than  his  north  line.    Thomas  Noyes  was  too 
experienced  a  surveyor  to  do  this.    Measurement  upon  the 
map  shows  that  the    meeting  of  the  waters  "  is  very  near 
indeed  the  middle  of  a  north  and  south  line  through  the 
old  township,  and  but  little  over  three  miles  from  the  orig- 
inal western  boundary.    Our  mutilated  town  records  seem 
to  afibrd  a  clue  leading  in  the  same  direction.    In  the  tran- 
script of  the  oldest  records  of  the  proprietors.  Prescotts 
"  Entervail  Lott''  is  described  as  ^'on  the  west  side  of  Nash- 
awav  Riuer  part  whereof  Lyes  hetzvee^i  .  ...  is  named 
in  the  eouri  Grant  fo 7'  the  center  of  the  tozvii  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  riners'^ ;— the  provoking  blank  indicating  \'\  here 
some  words  were  illegible  to  Caleb  Wilder  when  cop3'ing 
the  original  book.    Thus  the  evidence  seemed  likely  to 
remain  tbrever  imperfect ;  but,  fortunately,  John  Prescott, 
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alone  of  the  early  proprietors,  was  so  careful  a  ma.n  of 
business  that  he  had  all  liis  land  in-ants  and  contracts  duly 
recorded  in  the  County  Registry  by  Ralph  Houghirm.  in 
1669,  arid  there  the  missing  words  are  found  to  be  the 
zvadi}ig  -place  '^'JiicJi,''  and  the  word  "  to  be  an  error  for 
aiidy  As  the  description  of  Prescott's  interval  proves  it 
to  be  the  same  generalh'  known  today  as  the  Thayer  inter- 
val, we  must  conclude  tliat  Noyes'  starting  point  was  a 
wading  place  that  existed  very  near  indeed  to  the  site  of 
the  Atherton  Bridge. 

2:6:  i6-;9.  Lanchester  is  pressented  for  want  of  weights  and  mcass- 
wxvi  according  to  ye  Standard  &  for  wan!  of  A  Scalier. 

Lanchester  is  pressented  for  daffect  in  a  h/ighway  in  their  owne  bounds 
toward  ye  Ba}"e.  Wittnes  William  Lewis 

[Middlesex  Court  f  iles.J 

To  the  constable  of  Laiicliaster.  You  are  required  to  W2.rne 
some  of  yo'"  'fowne  to  anpeare  at  y '  next  County  Court  to  be  held  at 
Chari-Towne  the  2r'  of  this  instant  June,  then  aiid  there  to  Answ''  for  y^' 
defect  in  the  highvvay  between  xo-  Towne  &  y  Bay  &  for  witnes  \V'  '  Lewis 
&  hereof  you  are  to  make  a  true  returne  vnder  yo'  hand,  &  not  to  faile. 

dat.  June  i,  1639  By  ThomaS  Danfortu  Re 

Also  yo""  niiher  for  want  of  scales  &  weights  according  to  law. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

1659  June  21.  Lanchaster  is  hijoyned  to  repayre  the  Flighwayes 
within  their  bounds  leading  towards  Concord,  &  in.  such  places  as  Concord 
with  }■"'  shall  Jutlge  most  convenient,  to  be  done  before  the  next  Countv 
Court  at  Canib".  on  penalty  of  ten  pounds  hue  :  also  they  a'ce  to  pvide 
thems.  of  weights  &  measures  for  town  standards,  before  the  next  Court. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

.\fr  Danforth. 

Sir  acording  to  yo""  warant  we  haue  made  chovce  of 
Goodi:ji.  Lewis  to  serue  on  the  Grand  Jury  and  Matlianiell  Joslin  for  the 
pettie  jury  and  it  is  the  request  of  the  Towne  that  it  may  be  spared  from 
the  servic  of  Pettie  Jurors  w^'  we  intreat  if  it  be  in  yo"  pow''  to  do  it  vo  - 
selfe.  if  in  the  Court  then  to  ataine  it  for  vs  &  we  shall  euer  remaine  yC 
obliged 

Lancaster  i'""  1639  John  Tinker 

in  the  behalfe  of  the  Towne  of  Lancaster,  ftw  weak  &  34  miles  of. 

[Middlebcx  Court  liics.J 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  SELFX'TMEN. 
a  rcpealc  of  a  forifier  '\j)ydcr~\  about  phibiting  of  ijiJiabiiaiic.  Munciay 
the  4"':  5'":  mon.  1659.  The  Selectmen  meet  at  John  Tiiikeis  house  and 
doe  order  That  notwithstanding,  that  forn^er  order  tliat  their  sJ-ioii!'!  not 
bee  taken  into  the  towne  abouc  thirtie  and  Hue  families  (tlie  righct  under- 
standing of  which  is  not  soe  clearly  expresed)  itt  linth,  beene  sine  ordred 
bv  the  tov.'ne  and  by  the  Comiiie  alsoe,  that  tiue  or  six  families  more  then 
wear  then  in  being  should  be  adtnited  for  the  good  of  tht  towne  and 
church  soe  further  it  is  Conceiued  by  the  selectmen  to  be  most  for  the 
good  of  the  towne,  that  soe  many  inhabitance  be  admited  as  may  bee 
rneetly  accommodated,  pvided  they  are  such  as  are  acceptable.  And  their- 
fore  that  former  order  is  repealed  and  that  adrnitance  bee  granted  to  soe 
n^.any  as  shall  stand  with  the  discrescion  of  the  selectmen,  And  are 
woi  thie  of  acceptance  according  to  the  Comities  apoyntment. 

gpodnian  irUdcr  selectman.  26:4'":  mon  1659.  Master  Tinker  who 
was  one  of  the  Selectmen  apoynted  by  the  Comitee.  to  order  the  afaiics  of 
this  towiie,  he  hauin.g"  remoued  his  dwelling  to  Pequid,  the  rest  of  the 
selectmen  peticioned  the  Comitie  that  good  man  Willder  might  bee 
apoynted  by  tliem  to  act  as  a  sellect  man  which  was  granted. 

ORDERS  .K:  DIRECTIONS  GIUEN  TO  RAEPH  MOUGHTOX 
•ABOUT  THE  LAYING  OUT  THE  2  DEUISION  OF  MEDOW. 

Munday  the  5:  iTebruarie  [1659]  '•'^''''^  towne  met  at  tlie  house  of  Maior 
Willard  to  Consider  of  a  way  to  sett  forward  a  2  deuision  of  medov" ; 
And  forasmuch  as  tlicir  was  by  a  former  act  of  the  towne  way  made  lor 
the  efect  the  work  of  Laving  out  a  second  deuision  of  niedow  first  by  sur- 
veying the  medowes  and  men  Choise  to  doe  it  theirfore  the  towne  pat  it 
to  voat  v/hethej'  that  wa}'  should  stand  or  noe  wdiich  voate  was  as  ffol- 
loweth. 

'I'hey  that  are  minded  to  Carle  an  end  the  2  deuision  of  medow  acord- 
ing  to  the  true  intent  of  the  order  former!}-  agreed  on  by  the  towne,  And 
heare  Read  before  the  towne.  for  the  manor  of  it,  only  a  new^  tim  sett  for 
the  accon'.plishment  of  it.  in  Regard  the  tim  that  was  sett  is  past,  only  the 
towne  hath  th.eir  Libertie  to  chu.^e  new  men  and  to  agree  with  them  vpon 
as  easie  termes  as  the\-  can,  They  that  are  thus  minded  Let  them  manifest 
it  by  holding  up  their  hands,  the  hands  held  vpp  were  14.  They  that  are 
otherwise  'minded  Lett  tliem  manifest  the  Contrary  by  holding  vp  their 
hands,  the  hands  held  vpp  were  ?6;  which  being  done  this  following  voat 
was  Contirmed  b)'  the  towne.  If  the  tov/ne  bee  minded  that  a  nian  shall 
be  made  Choice  of.  and  rigreed  with,  forthwith  to  goe  on  with  Lay  ing  out 
the  2  deuision  of  medow,  acordin^  to  such  orders  and  directions  the  towne 
shall  agree  of  to  bee  his  Rube  theirin,  and  that  4  acres  of  medow  to  ioo'l' 
estate  be  Laid  out  and  to  begin  in  such  a  place  and  soe  to  proceed  from 
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)necIov,"  to  niedow  acordiiig  to  such  instrutcion:i  as  tlte  towne  .shall  giue  in 
writing    tiiis  v, as  Connrrned  by  a  voat  none  descentinir. 

A  morion  was  made  by  sum  that  If  thcie  was  an}-  medow  Lett  comon 
at  a/iei  ilir  2  dcuisiou  was  tiiiished,  thai  tlieii  such  as  did  draw  but  litle 
rnedow  bv  deuision  might  haue  sum  helpe  arid  in  answer  whervnto  this 
following  voat  past  in  the  towne.  They  tiiat  are  in  a  minde  that  w iien  a  2 
deuision  of  rnedow  is  Laid  out  of  4  acres  to  loc/';  state,  If  an\"  be  left  such 
as  are  in  want  and  hane  but  a  litle  medow  b)  Lott  acording  to  order  of  the 
towne  shali  haue  sum  sui'l)'  out  of  the  Remainder  of  the  medow  that  is 
such  as  baue  home  Lotts  aiid  beare  a  compitant  charge  in  the  towne  this 
ordred  by  a  \  oat  of  tlie  towne  to  bee  entred  into  the  towne  bnokc  as  an 
act  of  the  towne. 

io  georj;e  Ben  it .  Nexd.y  a  litle  n-icdow  at  Cliesquonopog  -pond  was 
granted  to  georg  Berdt  for  his  full  proporcion  to  a  2  deuision  of  medow 
which  was  due  to  hds  graiiclfatl'jer  Richard  Linton 

)}icdo  gruutcd  to  such  as  Jiouc  it  in  their  2  deuision  of  vpland.  Nexdy 
it  was  granted  that  such  as  haue  medow  in  their  2  deuision  of  vpland  haue 
their  Libertie  to  take  it  for  pte  of  their  2  deuision  of  medovv  and  to  take 
soe  mAicli  Lesse  wltere  their  Lot  falls. 

Sitrveiors  order.  Nextl)  it  is  ordred  that  the  Layer  out  of  this  2  deui- 
sion shall  and  is  herby  impowred  to  Carie  an  end  the  Vvorke  of  this  2 
deiasion  and  to  Call  forth  men  eurie  day  soe  many  as  lie  thinks  hee  Can 
dispatch  their  Lotts  and  tliey  are  to  atend  the  worke  and  not  dei^art  vn- 
lesse  the  Layer  out  giue  way  theire  vnto,  And  the  Layer  out  of  niedowes 
is  to  haUiC  a  care  acording  to  his  best  discre.sion  that  eurie  mans  Lott 
may  be  made  equali  in  cpualitie,  as  neare  as  he  can  acording  to  ids  discres- 
ion  and  If  any  man  neglect  to  atend  the  worke  when  he  is  Called  by  the 
Layer  out,  hee  shall  forhte  double  to  an  ordiuarie  dales  wage  that  soe  the 
surveier  may  hire  on.e  in  his  Roome,  that  soe  the  worke  may  not  be  neg- 
lected, 

Ralph  Ilonrhton  chos  Snrveior.  And  Ralph  Houghton  is  Chosen  to 
Carie  an  end  the  worke  and  lie  is  to  haue  3I  an  acre  paid  within  a  month 
attv-r  the  worke  i.-.  done  in  marchantable  wheat  or  mdian  Corne  and  this 
'.vorke  to  bee  finished  by  the  24  of  June: 

granr  to  th.e  niaior  to  excJian'g  niedo.  Nextly  Libertie  was  granted  to 
the  maior  to  haue  10  acres  of  medow  or  soe  much  as  hee  may  giue  to 
Simon  Gats  and  Thonuis  in  v/ay  of  exchange  for  their  medow  at  the  Still 
Riuer  and  phun  trees.  And  hee  is  to  allow  acre  for  acre  at  the  brooke 
medow  in  that  medow  next  to  the  pond  to  bee  deuided  in  this  2'"'  deuision. 

di}tetions  ix'her  to  hcgin  and  hou'  to  pcecd.  Itt  is  ordred  that  the  2 
dcuisloa  of  medow  shall  begin  at  the  nordiermost  medov/ at  tlie  plumtrees 
and  soe  to  Lay  out  ail  the  p-limitree  medowes.  And  soe  to  go  to  die  gieat 
pond  medow  at  the  norlhenuost  end  of  it  in  sum  small  peices  belweene 
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ihc  brooke  ir.edow  and  the  pond  rnedow,  And  when  tlie  pond  medow  is 
j.aid  out.  then,  to  begin  at  the  northerrnost  sHi^e  of  medow  at  the  bar  liil! 
/\.nd  soe  to  Lay  oi;t  all  the  neai"est  raedowt-s  at  the  bare  hill  and  2  ?ina!l 
[^eices  ilial  h es  suach  ivowi  gjodi.ian  Whits  second  deuision.  Ajid  ihen 
to  follow  the  brooke  eastward  vniiil  all  the  bare  hill  medowes  be  Laid  out. 
:\nd  then  to  i'leein  at  rhe  furiherraosi  medow  at  the  north  end  of  Long 
hlVi,  And  soe  follow  the  niedo\''  ivo^iuai'd  vntill  it  com  to  the  meadow 
neare  to  bar  hill  wdiere  John  Wbietcornbe  mowed.  And  then  to  begin  at 
the  north  end  of  goodman  \\dicllers  medow  and  Lay  out  what  is  rnedow 
fit  to  mow^  toNvards  master  JoslH.ns  house  and  the  medow  by  the  ba}'  path 
on  the  west  sid  the  Lono;  Hill  and  soe  to  a  medo\v  east  sid  the  Long 
HiiL  And  soe  to  the  niech^w  that  shuts  vp  to  the  bay  path  from  Wata- 
quadoke  to  begin  at  ti;at  end  next  to  t'ne  bay  path  ar^d  to'Layoutsoe 
much  of  it  as  is  ut  for  medow  acosding  to  the  discresion  of  the  Laver  out 
And  soe  to  foiiov.  that  medow  to  goodman  Sumners  medow  and  the  med- 
ows  their  that  arc  Laid  out,  And  then  to  goe  to  the  medow  that  which  is 
Comon  b;'  John  Mors  house,  And  tlien  to  follow^  the  brooke  wliat  is  Com- 
on  below  wdiere  Malbrow  path  Croseth  the  brooke.  And  then  to  begin  at 
the  south  end  of  goodman  Ropers  medow  and  to  Lay  out  such  as  is  htt 
for  medow  their  and  then  to  two  Litle  medowes  neare  to  Malbrow  patli 
And  then  to  begin  at  the  east  end  of  the  medow  vnder  the  side  of  the  pin 
swampe,  And  then  to  sum  medowes  to  tlie  south^vard  of  that  neare  to  the 
2  deuision  of  u  pland  of  goodm.an  Gats  vntill  4  acres  to  100'!'  state  bee 
made  vp,  And  If  any  other  medowes  shall  be  discoured  they  are  to  be 
Laid  out  in  the  Rano-es  wher  they  fall  acording  to  the  discresion  of  the 
Layer  out. 

Which  being  finished  and  all  Jhe  orders  and  instructions  aforsaid 
agreed  on,  and  the  Lord  being  sought  vnto  for  his  blesing  vpon  his  ov.ne 
ordinance  Lotts  v/ere  taken  as  follovreth  without  any  disturbance  or  dis- 
traction : 


Williami  Kerley  sen 

John  Whetcombe  Ju 

15 

Ralph  Hougliton 

Steeuen  Gats  Sen 

J  6 

Mstr  Joseph  R^^.vlandson 

3 

John  More 

17 

William  Leweis 

4 

John  Houghton 

iS 

Edward  Breeke 

5 

John  Smith 

^9 

John  Prescott 

6 

Jacob  ffarer 

20 

John  ti'arer 

7 

John  Roper 

21 

Edmund  Parker 

8 

Gamaliell  Reman 

22 

John  Johnson 

9 

Mordicai  Muke  Load 

23 

Tliomas  James 

10 

Thomias  Josllin 

24 

Phillip  Knight 

1 1 

Nathani'-U  Josllin 

25 

Jonas  ffairbanke 

12 

John  Whetcombe  Sen 

26 

Thomas  ISawyer 

13 

James  A.therton 

27 

John  Leweis 

14 

Richard  Wheeler 

28 
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---    ■ 

Wiinaro  Kcrlev  Ju 

29 

Hcnrie  Kerly 

35 

Thon^as  Willder 

36 

L:!  ATfiM.::  Waters 

31 

John  Rugge 

37 

l)anic--l)  l>a!n;s 

32 

Roger  Sununer 

38 

jnhn  W'liite 

33 

James  Butler 

39  ' 

jolip.  .Ki;;i">ie 

34 

PRESCOTT'S  SAW-MILL  CONTRACT. 

Krio'.v  all  men  by  tliese  presents  that  forasmuch  as  the  Inhabitants  of 
J,ai!elKi,-il',r,  or  tire  most  part  of  them  being  gathered  together  on  a  trayne-- 
'iU'^  (lay.  the  15^'"  of  tire  9^'^  mo.  1658,  a  motion  was  made  by  J  no.  Prescott 
ii'.it  kesiiiith  of  tlie  same  towne,  about  the  setting  vp  of  a  saw  mill  for 
llic  goi.'d  of  the  Towne.  ai\d  y'  he  the  said  Jno.  Prescott,  would  by  the 
f  f  Cod  st:t  vp  the  saw  m.ill,  and  to  supply  the  said  Inhabitants  with 
l.ioorvis,  and  other  sawne  worke,  as  is  afforded  at  other  saw  mills  in  the 
{.iKHitiev,  In  case  the  towne  would  giue,  grant,  &  confirme  vnto  the  said 
1  ^jo.  i'rcscott,  a  certeine  tract  of  Land,  lying  Eastward  of  his  wnter  mill,  be 
n  !,',ore  or  less,  bounded  by  the  riuer  east  tire  mill  west  the  stake  of  the 
nii'i  land  and  the  east  end  of  a  ledge  of  Iron  Stone  Rocks  sourhards,  and 
f'.jriy  acres  of  his  owne  land  north,  the  said  land  to  be  to  him  his  heyres 
;i!id  a-.-.ignes  for  eucr,  and  all  the  said  Land  and  eurie  part  thereof  to  be 
r.'d:  iirc  viulll  it  be  improued,  or  any  p*  of  it,  and  that  his  saws,  &  saw 
tni'i!  sh.uiild  be  free  from  any  rates  by  the  Towne,  therefore  know  y*^  that 
tiic  Dtyes  abouesaid  did  mutually  agree  and  consent  each  with  other  con- 
cen;ing  the  aforementioned  propositions  as  foUoweth. 

The  towne  on  their  part  did  giue,  grant,  &  confirme.  vnto  the  said  John 
I'rfscott,  his  he}Tes  and  assignes  for  euer.  all  the  aforementioned  tract  of 
l  ir.d  butted  &  liounded  as  atoresaid,  to  be  to  him  his  heyres  and  assignes 
i.T  eui  r.  with  all  the  priuiledges  and  appurtenances  thereon,  and  tlierevnto 
If'hJti.'iMg  to  be  to  his  and  their  ov.-ne  propper  vse  arxd  behoofe  as  aforesaid. 
'^■■■,(>  ihc  said  land  and  eurie  part  of  it  to  be  free  from  all  rates  vntill  it  or 
ai.;.       oi  it  be  iniproued.  and  also  his  saw,  sawes,  and  sav/  mill  to  be  free 
.•i'"r.  ;  SI  town  rates,  or  ministers  rates,  prouided  the  aforemcntifined  worke 
be  nni-lied  vv;  completed  as  abouesaid  for  the  good  of  the  towne,  in  some 
.fuculeai  tune  after  this  present  contract  covenant  and  agreemb 
.\r.'l  the  said  John  Prescott  did  and  doth  by  tliese  psents  b\  nd  himself 
:v-  Jicyres  and  assignes  to  set  vp  a  saw  mill  as  aforesaid  within  the  bounds 
■■-'t  V'■:^'  v'.ioresaid  Towne,  and  to  supply  the  Towne  with  boords,  and  other 
■■-■■I-  w.;.rke  as  atoresaid,  and  truly  and  faithfully  to  performe,  fulilill,  &. 
•     -  h.  all  the  afoi'e  mentioned  pmisses  for  the  good  of  the  Towne 

.t  .    .  ;  5),} 

i  ..','s ^.:i,[c  thf  Selectmen  conceiuing  this  saw  mill  to  be  of  gre<it  vse  to 
i-f  Xht  i  owne,  and  the  aftergood  of  the  place,  Haue  and  do  hereby  act  to 
?-iiur:!;  arui  conrirme  all  the  the  afurem.encconcd  acts,  covenants,  gifts. 
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grants,  &  imnnityes,  in  respect  of  raies,  and  whrit  euer  is  aforemeu- 
tioned,  on  their  ov.ne  pt,  and  in  behalfc  of  the  Towne,  and  to  the  true 
p'.:rformance  therL-of  both  partyes  bane  and  do  bynd  thernselues  by  sub- 
sc!"l;:>Iag  their  hands,  this  25'''  d:;y  of  february  one  thoasand  six  hundred 
and  fifty  nine  John  Prescott 

The  work  aboue  mencconed  was  finished  according  to  this  couenant  as 
witnesseth.  Ralph  IIol'GPIton 

Signed  &  Deliv''  In  presence  of  Thomas  Wilder      , , 

..  . . :         Tho.m as  Sawyer 
Ralph  Houghton. 

Ihe  above  covenant  has  disappeared  from  the  Town  Records,  and  is  transcribed 
from  the  Middlesex  Registry,  HI,  400. 


1659,  To  t/:e  Honored  Gcncrall  Court  assertwled  of  Boston.  The 
humble  petition  of  John  Prescot  of  Lancaster  humblye  Sheweth,  That 
whereas  y'"  petitioner  about  nine  or  ten  yeares  since,  was  desired  Ijy  the 
Late  tionTed  Go\'ernour.  Mr  V/inrhrop,  u''-  other  Magistrates,  as  also  by 
.Mr  Wilson  of  Boston,  ?dr  Shephard  of  Cambridge  with  many  others,  did 
lay  &  marke  out  a  way  at  y''  north  side  of  tlie  great  pond  &  soe  by  Lancas- 
ter, which  then  waa  taken  by  Mr.  Hopkins  &  many  others  to  bee  of  great 
use  ;  This  1  did  meerly  upon  the  request  of  thiese  hono'~ed  Gentlemen  to 
rny  great  detrim',  by  being  U;.)on  it  part  of  two  Sumnicrs  not  only  m}'selfe 
but  hiring  others  aisoe  to  helpe  mee,  wherb-y  rny  family  sutVered  much  :  I 
doe  not  question  but  m.any  of  y  Court  remember  the  same,  as  also  that 
tiiis  hath  not  laine  dead  all  this  \\  hile,  but  I  haue  formerly  mentioned  it, 
but  yet  naue  no  recompence  for  the  same  ;  the  charge  whereof  came  at  2'^ 
p  day  to  about  lo'!'  it  is  therefore  the  desire  of  y  petitioner  y-  you  vvould 
bee  pleased  to  grauut  hi;n  a  farme  in  some  place  undisposed  of,  which  will 
enga-e  him  to  you,  and  encourage  him  and  others  in  publicqe  occasions.  & 
y'"  petitioner  shall  pray  &c. 

The  Comittee  consideringe  the  groimds  of  this  pet.  do  Judge  meet 
that  the  Court  be  pleased  to  grant  him  100  acC  of  land,  to  be  layd  out 
adjoyneing  to  the  lands  that  are  layd  out  by  ord""  of  this  Court  to  that 
Plantation 

Thomas  Danforth 
Anthony  Stoddard 
Roger  Clap 

Idle  deputies  approue  of  the  returne  of  the  Committee  in  answer  to  this 
i'et.  desiringe  the  consent  of  or  honor'  rnagist"  hereto. 

\ViLLL-\.M  Torre y  Clcfic. 

Consented  to  by  y*^  magists.    Edw.Ra\vson  Secret. 

[Masiachusetts  Archives,  C.'C.KI,  31.] 


1660.  Tn  obc'Jience  to  the  f^ranl  of  the  hononr'Kl  general!  Court  held 
at  boston  the  jS''^  of  October  1659,  layed  out  to  John  Frcscott  of  Lancas- 
ter neare  adjo}'aing  to  the  west  hue  ot  L.anca.ster  bounds  his  firm  ccutayn- 
iuge  one  huiidi'ed  acres  jo\-ning  to  a  great  pond  [\Va^.hacuni]  on  the 
northeast  and  allso  joyning  to  a  brooke  (running  out  of  the  sayd  pond)  on 
the  south  east  witii  four  aci'es  of  niedow  joyning  10  the  sayd  pond  and  six 
acres  of  medow  being  vpon  the  sayd  brooke — this  being  exactly  meas- 
sured  by  me  vndervvritten  tiic  15  of  January  i66o 

Thomas  No  yes 

[Massachusetts  Arcliives,  XLV,  Si.]  .  . 

1660  August  26.  Roger  Sumner  was  dismissed,  thai  with  other  Chris- 
tians at  Lancaster,  a  church  might  be  begun  there 

[Dorchester  Church  Records.] 

1662  April  I.  Lnnchaster  and  Marlbury  being  presented  for  defect  in 
weights  &.  measures  &c,  are  enjoyned  to  ni.ake  relume  to  y''  next  Court  at 
Charlestovvne  that  they  are  prouided  according  to  law  on  penalty  of  for- 
feitljig  forty  shiilings  a  peice  to  y*'  Tres'iy  of  this  Coun. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

1661  April  3  William  Lewis  of  Lanchastcr  is  released  from  ail  ordnery 
trayneings.  paying  hue  shill.  p  Ann.  to  y^'  miilitary  Company  of  Towne 
where  he  dwells. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

1663  Oct  Lawrence  Waters  of  Lanchaster  is  released  from  all  orcl- 
nary  trayneings  paying  line  shillings  p  Ann.  to  y*^  miilitary  Company  of 
ye  towne  where  he  dwells. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

SEUKALL  ACTS   AND   ORDERS    OF   THE  TOWNE   LV  THE 

YEAR  1663. 

The  towne  being  Called  together  orderly  by  the  tow'nsmen  to  consider  of 
seurall  things  that  were  propounded  to  theire  Consideracion  namely  to  pe-' 
ticion  tli8  Comitie  to  meet  and  to  haue  a  hearing  of  seurall  actions  of  the 
towmesmen  since  they  did  betrust  them  to  act  as  townsmen  in  this  towne, 
And  If  the  Honoured  Comitie  see  Cause  to  Returne  Libertie  into  the  towns 
hands,  againe  to  act  in  their  owne  prudencialls  as  other  towns  aiid  seurall 
other  proposisions,  which  were  propounded  to  the  towne.  the  Lecture  day 
•before  the  towne  meeting  which  are  here  following  vpon  Record. 

7Vie  toii>nf<  )ncns  dcclaracion  to  the  tozune.  To  our  Brethren  and  neight- 
bours  the  inhabitance  of  this  towne  of  Lancaster,  by  the  pvidence  of  god, 
fforasmuch  as  for  the  tim  being  the  townsmen  of  this  place  are  not  called 
by  the  inhabitance  as  in  other  towns,  which  as  we  Conceiue,  by  the  mo- 
cicn  and  allsoe  by  sum  expresions  of  seurall  of  our  Brethren  and  neight- 
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hours  that  rheire  is  not  sucli  a  louing  Concurance,  as  wee  could  desire, 
That  It  it  bt-e  }oar  desire  to  haue  the  Libertie  to  Chuse  oficers,  and  to 
order  the  prudencialls  of  tlie  tov/ne  as  other  to^vrlS ;  If  our  indeuors  herin 
be  ot  vsc  to  you,  And  alsoe  .iceptable  to  you  woe  desire  to  b'esse  god  for 
it,  but  If  not  wee  desire  not  to  Great  trouble  to  ourselues  and  greife  to  our 
Louing  Bretln  enand  neig;itl>ours.  but  Rather  Chuse  this  Louing  tender  to 
you,  which  is  as  you  i<nov\-  the  betnist  Comited  to  vs  was  by  a  Coniitie 
apoynted  by  the  Honoured  genrall  Court,  which  If  it  bee  your  desire,  wee 
shall  Louingly  and  Cordially  Joyne  with  you  to  peticion  the  Honoured 
Comitie  to  apoynt  a  meeting  and  to  haue  a  hearing,  of  what  hath  becne 
acted  by  the  townsmen  heare,  since  they  Counted  the  care  of  the  pruden- 
cialls of  this  place  to  vs ;  And  If  any  bee  greiued  at  any  thing  that  hath 
beene  acted,  that  then  and  theire  they  may  be  eased.  And  If  the  Comitie 
please  to  Rtturne  Libertie  in  to  the  towns  hands  wee  hope  it  will  bee  as 
accp table  to  vs  as  vnto  your  selues,  And  If  this  be  your  desire  as  aforsaid. 
we  Conceiue  this  to  bee  the  only  way  to  ataine  it. 

dated  this  3:  11  :  mon  :  1663  SiMO.v  Willard 

John  Pkescott 
Thomas  Wkxder 
Roger  Sumner 
.  Ralph  Houghton 

SF.URALL  PROPOSISIONS  TO  THE  TOWNE  BY  THE  TOWNS 

MEN. 

Theis  seurall  psoposisions  were  made  to  the  towne  being  orderly  as- 
embled  to  that  end. 

1  John  Prescott  saith  hee  neuer  drawed  medow  for  his  estate  on  the 
towne  booke.  but  yett  notwithstanding  he  hiadi  12  acres  of  niedow ;  tlio  15 
acres  would  haue  beene  his  due  by  his  estate  only  he  hath  12  acres  of 
swampe  which  hee  hath  paid  as  much  Rats  for  as  tho  it  had  beene  medow, 
which  he  accounts  a  dou.ble  wronge  to  him,  his  desire  is  tliat  the  towne 
would  Consider  it,  he  is  \\  illing  to  take  the  12  acres  of  medow  for  medow, 
and  soe  to  pay  for  it.  And  the  swampe  for  soe  much  medow  as  it  ib  worth, 
according  as  the  intervaile  swampe  is  ordred  in  the  2  deuision  thai  is  fower 
acres  in  Lew  of  an  acre  of  medow  in  the  2  deuision : 

This  p'posision  was  granted  by  the  towne  fully  soe  that  the  said  John 
Prescott  hath  with  the  aforsaid  swampe  acording  to  his  valueacion  of  it, 
his  fuli  pportion  of  medow  that  his  estat  would  haue  drav/ne  in  the  lirst 
deuision  of  medow,  thi.-.  was  granted  2  :  .12  :  m  1663. 

2  John  Prescot  desired  12  acres  of  medow  to  bee  Laid  out  to  him  or 
his  asignes  that  hee  bought  of  John  Caudall,  it  being  soe  that  curie  man  is 
serued  with  medow  in  his  first  deuision. 

The  tovvns  grant  was  that  the  said  John  Prescott  should  haue  the  12 
acres  of  niedow  which  hee  bought  of  John  Caudall  it  being  soe  thai  a  true 
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title  tlieirvnto  did  ?penre,  Though  his  in_?;enu!tie  Lead  hirn  to  Lett  it  Ly 
vntill  all  the  first  deu'sioii  was  serued  with  medow,  tins  was  voated  and 
none  desci^nted,  And  it  is  herb}  ordred  to  bee  Laid  out  to  the  said  good- 
man  Prc^cGll  or  his  asigucs,  in  a  peice  of  in^dow  aboue  good  man  Wilh- 
ders  at  the  ponds  their  being  4  acres  as  it  was  formerly  Laid  out  for  danieii 
allin  And  a  iitie  peice  of  niedow  at  the  souihi  end  of  the  bar  inlil,  And 
the  Rest  in  a  Corner  of  the  great  niedow  at  the  pond  medow,  this  was 
gi-anted  the  2:12:  mon  1663. 

3.  That  th.e  lov.-nc  would  thinke  of  sum  way  to  Rectihe  Lands  in  the 
2  deuision  in  Regard  of  sum  inconveniencies  that  are  faUen  out  acceden- 
tally. 

The  grant  of  the  towne  was  tJiat  rnaior  Willard  Roger  Sumner  and 
Ralph  Houghton  are  by  a  voat  of  the  towne.  Chose  to  pvise  the  transac- 
tions of  the  2  deuision,  And  to  put  things  in  to  such  [shape]  as  may  be 
for  tlie  Con-jiort  and  peace  of  tlie  towne  fur  the  present  and  future.  And  to 
make  Retm'ne  theirof  to  the  towne  that  soe  wa}  may  be  made  for  the  Re- 
cording Lan.d  in  the  2  deuision,  tliis  was  granted  the  2:12:  mon  :  1663. 

4  Froposisiou  to  thie  towne  was  that  the  towne  would  Consent  that 
John  Houghton  mighi  hauc  Libertie  to  Lay  downe  a  halfe  hon~ie  Lot  being 
that  he  had  a  lott  and  l"iah^e  granted  by  the  towne,  this  \vas  granted  b}'  the 
towne,  1:12:  mon  :  1663  : 

5  pruposision  to  the  towne  was  to  Consider  what  to  doe  about  the 
minister's  Land  in  tlie  posesion  of  Jolnr  White,  this  was  agreed  on  by  a 
voate  of  tlie  towne  as  folio  wet  h  :  Those  that  are  in  a  minde  that  Henne 
Kerley  ^'"ia!i  haue  that  intervaile  Lott  \',hich  was  intended  for  the  vse  of 
the  ministrie,  wiiich  soe  much,  difrence  hath  beene  about,  together  vvith  a 
liome  Lott,  which  he  is  to  take  vpp  in  simi  place  yet  undisposed  of.  for 
peace  sake  tiiis  wee  tender  in  Case  it  will  be  accejjted  of,  otherwise  the 
Case  to  stand  as  it  doih  at  present  betweene  vs  ;  And  the  towne  to  pceed 
as  the}'  see  Cause  or  a.-,  Counsel!  n\ay  advise  for  their  Recouring  their  owne 
interest  theirin.  this  was  voated  and  none  descenting  but  John  Lrescott 
and  Lawrence  Waters  who  voated  neagatiue,  but  at  the  same  tim  Hcnrie 
Kcrley  Joeing  present  would  not  acept  of  it. 

Theirfore  the  towne  made  Choice  of  John  Prescoit  and  John  More  and 
bv  a  voat  of  the  towne  they  were  irapowred  to  act  in  behalfe  of  the  towne, 
And  to  psecat  the  towns  Case  Concerning  the  Recouring  the  towns  Land 
stated  for  the  vse  of  the  ministrie  and  kept  byake  from  the  towne  by  Henrie 
Kerley  noiwitbstanding  such  Louing  tenders  as  hath  beene  made  by  the 
towne.  And  the  towne  pmiseth  to  beare  the  Charge  herof.  And  they  are 
to  vse  all  such  means  as  their  discresion  ma\  Lead  them  to,  or  as  C(.)unseii 
may  advise  them  to,  this  was  Conhrmed  by  a  voat  of  the  towne  :  2  :  12  : 
mon :  1663 

but  presenily  the  same  day  before  the  towne  the  pprosision  aboue  said 
of  the  towne,  to  Henrie  Keriey  to  glue  hun  the  intervaile  Lott  and  vplaad 
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Lou  at'orsaid  ^vj.s  accepted  of  by  Henrie  Kerley.  And  granted  by  the  towue 
for  t];e  uccc-piance  tI)eirof  wirnes  my  hand  Henrie  Kerley. 

6  act  of.  the  tonne  Wiis  tliat  goodrnan  Prescott  good  man  Wiilder  and 
gOv.dijian  Roper  .irc  Chosviu  lo  \civ\  a  £.o.viie  v>dy  that  Lycth  betv/eene  the 
Lott  of  John  Roper  and  that  which  was  John  Jolinsons  Lett  And  to  see 
wIkU  defec-r  may  ()e  in  it  And  make  Report  to  the  towne  what  is  needful! 
to  bee  done,  that  see  Course  may  be  taken  theirin.  this  was  voated  by  the 
towne. 

The  town  way  here  designated  was  the  first  over  the 
George  Hill  range,  tiiat  \vhicli  turns  from  the  main  road 
by  the  school-house. 

7  Jol;n  Prescott  and  Ralph  Houghton  are  made  Choice  of  to  veiw  sum 
waies  on  the  neke  that  are  desired  by  sum  and  denyed  by  others,  they  are 
indifer^nly  to  see  the  waies  and  to  heare  what  is  to  be  said  by  both  parties, 
Ar.d  to  make  P^eport  to  the  towne:  that  soe  due  course  maybe  taken 
theirir  for  th*;  bv'st  good  of  all,  And  John  Roper  is  Chosen  a  third  man 
this  '.vas  \'oated  by  the  towne  The  2  :  I2  ;  mon  :  1663 

8  The  towne  granted  to  James  Butler  a  halfe  liome  Lott,  And  he  is 
to  haue  10  acres  of  vpland  for  a  halfe  home  Lott  and  twentie  acres  of  vp- 
land  tor  a  halie  liome  Li.>tt  of  inte)\aile,  And  to  take  it  where  it  is  not  dis- 
posed ob  neiiher  to  any  pticuler  pson  or  in  thie  Stated  Conion,  A.nd  he  is 
to  haue  otlier  acomodacion  suitable  acording  to  his  estate. 

9  Itr  5s  ordred  by  the  towne  th.at  ai!  gifts  grants  acts  orders  Conclu- 
sions and  Records,  acted  ordred  or  Recorded,  by  the  towne  Townsmen  or 
Comitie,  shall  bee  and  is  herljy  Confirmed  and  Ratified  b}'  the  towne,  from 
the  begining  of  the  plaraacion  to  this  day:  tliis  was  voated  and  Con- 
firmed none  descenting  thi>  2:12:  Uiou :  1663. 

10  Itt  is  ordred  by  the  towne  and  voated  that  the  Comitie  apo}rited  to 
haue  the  ouersight  and  Charge  of  Rectifiing  the  2  deuision  shall  and  is 
herby  desired  and  impowred  to  see  theis  acts  of  the  towne.  at  theis  towne 
meetings  theis  t\so  daies  entred  and  Recorded  into  the  towne  booke 

Lastly  the  tovrne  agreed  to  Chuse  townsmen  and  did  Chuse  maior  Wil- 
lard  John  Prescott  Th.omas  VVlllder  John  Roper  and  Ralph  Houghton 
townsmen  for  a  whole  year  next  insuing  after  the  date  herof. 

And  Rali)h  Houghton  Chosen  Cl;u-ke  by  the  towne  for  this  yeare  And 
is  to  haue  2^'':  i3':  for  his  Labor  theirin. 

The  pov.er  of  the  townsmen  from  the  towne,  is  to  order  all  tlie  pruden- 
ciali  afairs  of  the  towne  only  they  are  not  to  dispose  of  Lands  And  they  ar 
to  further  a  2  deuksion  of  medow  to  bee  Laid  out. 

Theis  seurall  acts  of  the  tov/ne  in  this  page,  And  sum  on  the  other  side 


78 


'  tha.t  (jearo  the  same  date  with  this,  was  agreed  on  by  the  tow-ne,  the  day 
before;  ti,'fi  vowne  being  tlien  Legally  aserabled,  to  Consider  on  this  day 
a!)Oue  v.  riteu. 

AN  ACT  OF  CONFIRM ACION  FROM  THE  COMJTJE 

TJieiifore  it  is  ernestl)  de.-^ired  that  tlie  Monuured  Comiiic  would  be 
pleased  to  put  forth  their  power,  to  Ratitie  and  Conlirme  this  act  of  Con- 
firmacion  of  the  towne,  And  alsoe  to  giue  Libertie  to  the  towne  to  Chuse 
townsnien  within  theniselues,  soe  Long  as  your  selues  se  a  louing  Concur- 
ancetheirin,  among  ourselues,  And  in  soe  doing  your  worships  will  ingage 
vs  yours  in  all  Cliristian  seruice. 

dated  at  Lancaster  6  mavcl)  1664-65 

ge}itlemcn  and  loiiiiig  frei>ids 

Wee  hauc  alltho  thi-ougli  straits  of  tim  but  breifiy  pvsed  '[^pernsecr] 
and  considered  wliat  you  haue  aboue  presented,  And  doe  with  n^aica  thank- 
fuUnes  tu  t'ne  Lord  accknowledge  his  fauor  to  your  selues,  And  not  only 
to  you  but  to  all  that  dclighi  in  the  ppitie  \ prosperity']  of  gods  peoijle  and 
children,  in  your  louing  Coraplyance  togather,  that  this  mercie  rnay  bee 
continued  to  you  is  our  erncst  desire,  And  shall  be  our  praiers  to  god. 
And  v.'herin  wee  may  in  our  Capasitie  Contribut  their  to  vvee  doe  acourit  it 
our  dutie  to  the  Lord  and  you.  And  for  that  end  doe  fuly  Concuj-e  and 
Consent  to  your  ppc»sal!s  for  the  ivatifying  of  what  is.  And  for  Libertie 
among  \-oarst;]ues,  oljseruing  tlie  directions  and  Lawes  of  tlie  genrall  Court 
for  the  election  of  your  selectmen  for  the  future 

dated  :  S  :  i  :  |f  Simon'  Willard 

Thomas  dan forth 
Edward  Johnson 

acepiance  to goodmaii  Hudson.  Saturday  26  :  9  :  m  :  1664.  The  towne 
meet  ai  the  meeting  house  to  Consider  about  seting  forward  a  second  deui- 
sion  of  medow.  And  good  rnan  Hudson  being  newdy  Com  vp  to  inhabit 
desired  acceptance  to  the  priuelcdges  of  a  townsman,  x-\nd  his  rnocion  was 
grar.tcd  and  acceptarice  giuen  by  the  towne. 

grart  i/)  Ralph  IJou-^Jdon.  Libertie  was  granted  to  Ralph  Moughton  10 
I^ay  downs.'  an  acre  of  medow  at  the  great  pond  medow  and  take  it  vpp  in 
that  medow  by  John  mors  house  by  a  voat  of  the  towne. 

grart  to  goodman  Rogers.  The  towne  gaue  Libertie  to  goodman  Rog- 
ers to  l  ike  in  a  litle  Corner  of  the  Stated  Conuin,  Leaning  out  soe  much  of 
hiN  sc.'cond  deuision  vpon  the  pine  hill  neare  toqu  asaponikin  brooke  and  to 
be  niesared  by  tlie  survciers  soe  that  the  Comons  may  not  sufer  damage. 

Libertie  to  mordicai.  The  towne  gaue  Libertie  to  mordicai  mukeloade 
to  bring  in  50''' estate  to  enter  into  the  towne  booke  to  draw  Land  and  med- 
ow by  in  a  second  deuision  And  to  haue  Comon  Right  suitable. 
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grant  to  Ja/nes  Butler.  The  towne  gruie  Libertie  to  James  Jjiitler  to 
liraie  a  Rode  of  vpland  in  breadth,  to  set  a  fence  on  at  the  side  of  the 
seauen  acres  of  Intervaile  Vvhicli  he  bought  of  goodmaa  JoslHn. 

■way  errs  tJic  nche.  'I'he  towne  fully  inipov'/ered  John  Prcscolt  Jolm 
Roper  and  Ralph  Houghton  to  veiw  the  high  way  Crosse  the  neke  to  quas- 
aponikin,  And  to  Lay  it  out  It  tliey  se  cause. 

grimi  to  good:}ia}i  Frescott.  The  towne  gau.e  Lil^ertie  to  goodnian  Pres- 
cott  to  take  up  a  shpe  of  niedow  ground  Runing  through  the  most  part  of 
a  great  pine  p'aine  that  Lyeth  sutherly  of  his  Corne  mi  lie,  which  he  is  to 
haue  in  Leiw  of  two  acres  of  medow,  formerly  granted  him  in  a  corner  of 
tlie  great  pond  medov.  which  was  granted  vpon  the  account  of  John  Cow- 
dall  and  he  is  to  take  two  acres  Lesse  tlieir. 

grant  to  Master  day.  2  fft-b  :  1664,  at  a  genrall  towne  meeting  It  was 
vp'.-n.  the  Receit  of  a  Icter  from  master  Stecuen  day  of  Cambridge  granted 
tliat  the  said  master  day  should  haue  a  hundred  acres  of  vpland  twentie 
acres  of  it  for  a  house  Lotte  and  to  pay  10^  a  yeare  as  other  men  doth  and 
fowertie  acres  of  it  in  Leiw  of  an  Inter\'aile  Lott  aiid  to  pay  as  otlier  men 
doth  for  an  intervaile  Lott,  And  fowertie  acres  in  Lew  of  a  2  deul.sion 
and  to  pay  as  other  n;;en  doth  for  Land  in  the  2  deuision  A  nd  tins  ]_.and 
to  be  Laid  out  neare  to  Washacombe  near  to  the  outside  of  the  l.)ounds  and 
he  is  to  haue  noe  other  acomodacions  in  the  towne  but  only  that  hundred 
acres  as  a  f<;rme, 

2  deuision  of  ra.edow  Lonjirvtcd.  It  was  ordred  by  a  voate  of  the  towne 
that  the  second  deuision  of  medow^  acording  as  it  is  alreadie  Laid  oul  is 
herby  Ratitied  and  Confirmed  :    2  :  12  :  m  :  66. 

grajit  to  goodman  Sawyer.  It  was  granted  tliatgoodman  Sawyer  should 
haue  six  acres  of  Laud  Laid  out  to  him  Joyning  to  Washacombe  litle  pond 
for  and  in  Consideracion  of  three  acres  of  Intervaile  that  he  wanted  in 
mesure  vp  nashaway  Riuer.    2  :  12  :  m  :  66. 

1667.    To  the  Honoured  Count ie  Court  }najestrats  a7id gravid  Jurie. 

The  humble  petition  of  Sargaut  Wiiider  for  and  in  behalfe  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  Lancaster  hnbly  sheweth.  That  forasmuch  as  the  towne  Lyeth 
vnder  a  presentment  for  want  of  a  stoke  of  powder  and  other  A  munition 
acording  to  Law,  And  also  the  Honoured  general!  Court  h^auing  made 
epesiall  pvision  and  giuen  strict  charge  to  the  chiefc  olicer  of  eurie  Com- 
panie  to  be  p\  ided  acording  to  Lav/,  it  must  be  confesed  to  our  greife  tliat 
wee  are  defectiue.  tho  means  hath  been  vsed  by  the  townesmen  and  course 
taken  for  the  pvidingof  a  town  stoke  yett  notwithstanding  by  Reson  of  the 
scarcite  of  powder  and  the  Low  Condicion  of  seuerall  of  the  inhabitants  part 
is  wanting,  but  by  the  helpe  of  god  wee  will  indeuor  a  Restoracion  thereof 
and  alsoe  of  such  defects  as  may  be  found  in  tlie  Companie  for  want  of 
arines  and  araunicion  acording  to  Law  •  Therefore  }  our  humble  peticioner 
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humbly  craiieth  that  the  honoured  Court  would  he  pleased  to  consider  our 
Low  Condicion  and  not  ad  a  burden  to  the  weake  by  imposing  a  fine,  but 
be  pleased  to  exercise  pacience  toward  us  in  gianting  a  litle  time  vntill  the 
fmits  of  this  year  be  mad,  and  in.  the  meane  time  wee  will  be  endeuorinf^ 
to  furnish  ourseiues  in  the  best  manor  the  Lord  shall  enable  vs.  And 
without  cen^J'ng  pray  for  th.e  p^itie  and  saft.ie  of  the  Tlonourable  Com  t  arid 
Cuntiie.    by  mee  Thomas  Wveider 

Lancaster  this  30^''  of  i  m  1667. 

[Middlesex  Court  Files. j 

TOWNE  GRANTS  3:  12:  MO:  1667 

Jo.  Roper  his  grant  for  higJnvay.  It  was  granted  tiiat  good  man 
Roper  should  haue  twelue  acres  in  the  Comons  whe!  e  it  is  not  stated  Com- 
on,  or  otherv/ise  granted  or  Laid  out  to  any  other  man  which  he  is  to  haue 
in  Leiw  of  dam.ag;e  done  in  his  home  Lott  by  Regulating  a  highway  wliich 
damage  was  Judged  by  a  Comitie  that  was  apoynted  by  the  towne  to  veiwe 
it.  to  be  fowet  acres  in  that  place,  And  rheirforc  it  was  Judged  three  acres 
for  one  being  he  was  to  haue  it  Rtmoie,  And  the  highway  was  to  Ly  as  it 
Is  now  stakt.:d  out  in  his  Lot  to  the  Comons. 

Grote?,'  aUred.  The  towne  was  willing  If  groten  Consent  withi  vs 
tliat  the  Cuntrie  way  as  it  is  Laid  out  about  the  swampe  at  the  maiors  In- 
tervaile  be  Laid  downe.  And  the  Cuntrie  way  to  Run  through  the  maiors 
Intcrvaile  \>here  the  towne  high  way  Runs  to  the  phimtrees  this  is  Con- 
sented to  by  the  towne  and  Conlirmed  by  a  voate. 

"yo :  Hv2ighton''s  grant.  It  was  ordered  by  a  voate  of  the  towne  that 
John  Houghton  should  haue  Libertie  to  fall  Timber  in  the  Com.ons  for  his 
trade  vse,  And  If  he  take  the  barke  of  it,  And  sett  his  marke  vpon  it, 
Then  it  is  not  Lawfull  for  any  to  take  or  make  vse  of  any  such  Timber. 

go-ibnan  Whclhrs  grout.  Good  man  wheller  desired  the  towne  to 
giue  him  a  litle  peice  of  Land  Lying  by  the  side  of  Nashaway  Iviuer  a 
litie  aboue  Johns  Jumpe  which  was  granted  by  the  towne  2:12:  m  :  1668 

i66S,  27  iviay.  On  the  m.otion  of  Major  Symon  Willard,  on  the  be- 
hajfe  of  the  towne  of  Lancaster,  that  the  leter  Lc  be  the  allowed  brand 
marke  for  the  sajd  towne  of  Lancaster,  the  Court  orders  the  same  so  to  be. 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

SEUERALL  TOWNE  ACTS  MADE  2:  FEB:   1669  AS  FOL~ 
LOWETII : 

order  t.-uovnirig  psoiis  to  attend  publiqite  meti'ig.  And  at  tlie  same 
meeting  it  is  ordered  by  the  tovne  that  eurio^setied  inhabitant  atend  the 
publique  meeting  of  the  towne  eurie  }  eare  the  first  munday  in  februarie 
by  10:  of  the  cloke  then  and  theire  at  the  meeting  house  or  other  place  of 
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publique  nieetiii,^;;  to  atencl  the  piibliqiie  ocasions  of  the  towne  vpon  pen- 
uUic  of  Loofing  their  voate  in  sucJi  transactions  of  thr  towne.  thai  ma\  be 
acted  b\-  tlie  lowue  in  tlieir  absence  and  alsoe  pay  2  sl-jihings  to  the  \-se  of 
the  towne  to  be  leuieci  bv  the  Cnnstable  in  Case  it  bt  not  paid  without, 
vnlesse  sum  thing  more  then  ordi^aarie  doe  apeare  to  preueni  tiieire  being 
theire.  And  snch  as  hane  any  tf-ing  to  suiest  to  the  towns  Consideracion , 
whether  it  concerne  the  towne  in  generail  o;  an}-  -rdcuier  j^ersons  case  or 
Condicion,  such  persons  to  bring  it  in  to  t!ie  Clarke  or  selectmen  of  the 
towne  to  take  a  Record  of  tliein  that  soe  theire  may  be  order  atended  for 
the  m.ore  speedie  hsuing  of  busines  by  the  towne,  And  that  the  towne 
Chuse  moderatO!S  to  that  end,  to  Consider  what  is  nesesarie  to  be  done 
Andtose  that  oj'der  be  alcaded,- And  that  rn)thing  oe  acted  aher  smi 
sett,  this  was  voated  and  Confered  by  the  towne. 

The  latter  portions  of  this  act  are  interesting  as  foreshad- 
owing tlie  formalities  that  govern  the  calling  and  manage- 
n:ient  of  our  modern  town-meeting  :  wliile  the  first  provision, 
read  in  tb.e  Hgdit  of  recent  experience,  seems  fully  woj  thy 
of  being  reliabilitated. 

ORDERS  ABvOUT  .MAKING  AND  MAINTAINJNG  HIGHWAIES 

7  :  &  S  :  12  :  rnon  :  1669.  It  was  ordered  tiiaL  the  making  and  Repairing 
of  highwaies  tlic  Charge  and  Cost  tlieirof  shall  be  Raised  from  the  Ftate- 
able  estate  of  th.e  towne.  nandy  CaLCil  and  Land  and  other  estate  as  it  is 
to  the  Cuntrie  Rate,  And  medovv  as  it  is  to  the  ministers  Rate  this  was 
Conth-m.ed  by  a  voate  It  is  alsoe  agreed  by  a  voat  that  the  Last  yeares 
worke  to  the  high  waies  shall  be  Regulated  by  this  Rule  aboue  writen. 
And  that  all  higluvaies  for  towne  and  Cuntrie  or  any  perticuler  pson  that 
is  alreadie  Laid  out  or  to  be  Laid  out  sliall  be  made  and  maintained  vpon 
a  publique  charge,  acording  to  the  order  aboue  expresed  this  was  Con- 
firmed by  a  voate. 

ordei'  about  iJie  2  bridges.  And  it  is  alsoe  agreed  and  ordered  by  the 
towne  that  the  two  bridges  alreadie  built  nanily  nashav/ay  bridge  ar^d  that 
by  goodman  Waterses  are  to  be  maintained  and  vpheld  by  the  publique 
towns  Charge,  acording  as  the  towne  order  prouides  for  in  making  and 
m.aintaining  other  highwaies.  And  the  time  to  begin  is  this  2  of  fe].)rua- 
rie,  1669  about  the  maintaining  and  vpholding  the  l^ridges,  (ojily)  If  the 
towne  thinke  it  may  be  for  the  saftie  of  the  ncuth  bridge  that  the  Cages  be 
put  downe,  that  then  they  shall  be  sett  downe  vpon  the  nekes  Charge  the 
first  convenient  optunitie,  this  was  al.>oe  Confirmed  by  a  voate. 

bnr}>.iv.g  1-Joods      vciioing  foic  to  be.  paid  by  ye  toi^'ne.  It  was  ordered 
that  the  burning  of  the  woods  and  vei^ving  of  fences,  the  Cha^-ge  theirof 
be  paid  by  tlie  towne  in  the  same  way  as  tlie  Charge  of  the  highw^aies  is 
defraid  this  was  alsoe  Contirmed  by  a  voate. 
6 
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graht  to  o-o:^d)nan  Leivcis  of  viedow.  In  Reff^rence  to  goodnian  Lcwei? 
ComplniiU  hI'ouI  his  second  deaisioa  of  iriedow,  the  tov/ne  being  willing 
to  hoipe  hirn  v\  irh  sum  aiowance,  AikI  after  seuerali  waies  ppounded  to  that 
end  <K:  vet  the  end  Could  not  wi-di  saftie  and  Con\''eniencie  be  ataiued. 
seuerali  of  tlie  Inhabitance  ofered  to  Contribut  fretdy  out  of  theii-  owue 
proprieties,  And  to  take  soe  iiiiudi  Lesse  in  theire  deuision  where  it  fahs  in 
the  medow  tlvat  is  Comon.  naniiy  tiie  niaior  giues  an  acre  adioyning  to  his 
owne  at  the  brooke  inedow  And  three  Cjuarters  of  an  acre  at  the  froge  hole. 
Goodman  Piescott  halfe  an  acre  Coperall  More  halfe  an  acre  John  Hough- 
Ion  halfe  an  acre  George  i3enit  halfe  an  acre  goodman  Surnner  halfe  an 
acre  goodman  Rogers  a  quarter  of  an  acre  goodman  Benian  a  quarier  of 
an  acre  Ralph  Houghtoji  halfe  an  acre  vpon  Condicion  the  niaiors  three 
quarters  at  frog  hole  be  gitien  to  John  Leweis,  And  by  tlie  Consent  of  the 
towne  this  is  to  be  niesured  out  of  tlie  comon  niedo\v  as  sone  as  their  may 
be  a  convcj;ient  optunitie  :  this  was  confnined  by  a  voat  of  the  towne. 

SEUERALL   OTHER  ACITS]  OF   THE   TOWNE   LN  THE 
YEA  RE  1670  :  7  :  &  8  :  12  :  MO. 

Jo.  HougJitons  grant .  '  It  was  granted  John  Houghton  to  Lay  downe 
twentic  acres  of  second  deuision  Land  for  a  high  way  on  the  soulli  side  of 
deans  broohc.  And  to  take  il  vp  againe  in  a  plaine  neare  his  medow  this 
alsoe  was  Confirmed  by  a  voate  of  the  towne. 

Deans  Brook  seems  to  have  derived  its  name  from  tliat 
Samuel  Dean  who  signed  the  town  covenant  in  1653,  but 
has  no  after  connection  with  Lancaster  hiistory.  The 
brook  retained  tlie  name  for  a  hundred  years,  but  before 
1760  became  known  as  Gutterido-e.'"  or  Goodrido-e  }>rook. 
from  a  family  that  lived  on  the  hill  half  a  dozen  rods 
north  of  the  railroad  bridge  over  tlie  highway  between 
Clinton  c^nd  Lancaster. 

Order  about  Land  Lying  iti  co?noii  to  Sencrall  towards  Hdshaconibe. 
The  towne  ordered  that  goodman  farer  goodman  Wheeler  goodman  fair- 
bankes  goodman  Rugge  Thomas  Wilkler  and  Henerie  Kerley  haue  theire 
Libertie  to  Lay  downe  their  Land  ppounded  for,  lying  by  georges  hill,  pro- 
uidcd  they  all  agree,  otherwise  they  are  inioyned  by  this  order  to  lay  out 
their  Lotts  by  the  Last  of  March  or  otherwise  to  pay  all  such  damages  as 
any  pticuler  man  in  the  Companie  shall  sustaine,  And  they  haue  theiie 
Libertie  to  take  theire  Land  in  sum  other  place  or  places,  this  was  Con- 
firmed by  a  voate. 
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Order  about  Com.  ))iedo\v.  The  towne  ordered  that  the  towns  men  r-s 
a  coiriitit'  rhould  modle  out  a  way  for  the  deuidiug  of  the  Cornon  niedow, 
And  in  Convenient  time  to  present  thcire  thoughts  to  ihc  towne  an(i  to  !)e 
inquisitiue  of  psons  to  find  our  what  medov  choir  may  be  Condon  wiihiu 
the  towne,  And  If  any  knov/  of  any  comon  medow,  they  are  to  make  Re- 
port to  tlic  towns  men.    this  wa:^  Confa-med  by  a  voate. 

aloivince  to  o'ora.  Jojlin  for  a  /iiglrivay .  Muudav  30:  ]i  :  mon  1670. 
The  towns  men  meet  at  maior  Willaids  house  and  ordered  to  alow  Abram 
Josllin  for  a  highway  taken  out  of  his  kind  at  u^ng  hill.  Lying  by  his  house 
to  the  niedowes  at  Long  hill,  and  alsoe  the  Cuntrie  way,  And  he  is  to  haue 
two  acres  for  one  and  Ralph  Houghton  is  to  Lay  it  out  as  speedily  as 
njay  be. 

\e^eorge  adauis  grant.  Munday  6:  12:  mon:  1670.  In  Refcrerice  to 
george  Adames  proposision  to  tlie  towne  about  sum  Right  to  a  lott  of 
twentie  acres  which  was  fornierly  laid  out  by  master  day  After  serious 
Con-sideracion  and  debate  about  it,  the  towne  thought  he  might  haue  sum 
Right  tlieirvnto.  And  l)aue  granted  him  sixtie  acres  of  vpland  in  Consid- 
eracion  theirof  And  he  to  pay  for  land  improued  and  Catell  and  other 
Ratable  estate,  to  all  publique  Charges,  And  he  is  to  haue  Comon  pi'iuil- 
edge,  for  feeding  Catell  only  :  togather  witli  timber  and  lire  wood  for  theire 
owne  vse  in  tliC  place,  but  noe  other  Right  to  any  other  Lands  either  in 
Comon  or  to  draw  by  deuision,  the  said  george  togatiier  with  his  sonn 
John,  both  of  them  ingageing  for  them  selaes  their  heires  and  asignes 
neuer  to  disturbe  or  trouble  the  towne  or  any  man  in  the  towne  about  any 
former  Rights  titles,  or  Charges  expended  in  or  about  trie  plantacion  or 
any  Lands  theiiin  Contained  tiie  said  Land  to  be  Laid  out  where  it  is 
Comon  Land  southward  of  washaconibe  great  feild  neare  to  the  Line  of 
the  plantacion  And  he  to  be  subject  to  towne  orders. 

George  Adames 

his  ^  marke 

John  Adames 

his  2  marke 

The  tv,-enty  acres  claimed  was  on  George  Plil),  being  the  lot  next  and  south  of  tiie 
trucking-house  site,  and  assigned  as  a  home  lot  to  Jonas  Fairbanks. 

This  closes  the  entries  in  the  town  book  by  Ralph 
Houghton,  although  in  the  Book  of  Lands  his  signature  is 
attached  to  records  until  the  year  of  the  massacre,  1675  ; 
and  again  upon  the  resettlement  in  16S0  and  1681  his  pen 
was  resumed  in  behalf  of  the  to\^  n,  as  appears  by  a  peti- 
tion to  the  General  Court.  The  next  year  another  wTts 
chosen  clerk.    Ralph  Houghton's  term  of  service,  includ- 
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rag  the  four  years  while  the  lown  was  deserted  of  its 
pcopk-.  was  twenty-six  years,  1656-16S2.  He  was  a 
*>0'  d  penman  and  an  able  man  of  atlairs.  If  an\'  of  his 
townsineii  wanted  a  will  wiitten,  or  to  deed  land  to  another, 
or  to  sevid  a  ptailiun  to  Coujt.  Ralph  iloughton's  pen  was 
ceriain  to  be  sa?nnioned  lor  tlie  work.  He  was  among  the 
fir-t  to  attach  Ids  naPxie  to  the  co^  ena'U,  and,  though  a  vouno" 
man,  took  at  once  a  prominent  plaee  in  the  councils  of  the 
plantaiion.  He  seero.s  to  have  had  entire  charge  of  the 
business  of  the  pi-(.>j}rielary  tor  over  thirty  years,  survey  ing 
and  recording  eacli  man's  share  in  the  several  di\^isioris. 
He  lived  u[)on.  the  east  side  of  the  neck,  not  far  probably 
from  Nicholas  Frosi's  residence,  but  upon  whicli  side  of 
the  higlnN'a}'  the  records  do  nol  tell  as. 

Cvprian  Siee\'ens  succeeded  Ralph  Houghton  as  clerk, 
tlie  ibllowmg  returii  of  his  elecdon  being  from  the  tiles  of 
tlie  Middlesex  County  Comt. 

T'"!  ti!-;  tloiio'"'-  Corraty  Cor;rt.  These  are  to  glue  you  Notice  that 
Cyprian  Stei  ucns  is  by  y''  Inhnbitance  of  Lancaster  cliosen  to  be  Clarke 
of  y  wriis  for  Jancs^'  June  14'''  1682. 

20..  4..  8  J  as  Attests  Gamaliel  Beamax 

Allowca  iij  Cvirian-!  F.  B.  R.  Constable  of  Lanes-''. 

Of  Steevens'  town  records  none  are  extant.  He  vras, 
however,  proba])ly  clerk  but  titree  or  tour  vears.  He 
served  in  the  cipa.ciiy  of  Constable  tor  several  vears,  and 
returns  and  letters  of  his  are  not  rare  in  tlie  Countv  and 
Sta.ie  archives.  His  penmansldp  and  rhetoric  were  ikirid 
ratiier  titan  elegant,  and  his  official  signature  was  some- 
times a  murv't.-l  elaboration.  Cyprian  Steevens  was  the 
youngest  s^-n  of  Col.  Thos.  vSteevens  of  Devonshire,  Eng- 
larMl,  and  ca.mr..  frrdn  London  in  1660.  January  22,  1672, 
being  then  about  twenty-two  years  old,  he  married  in  Lan- 
caster, Macr}',  Ll:e  dauglitvr  of  .Afajor  Simon  \\'iilard.  Their 
cldidren  were  Mar\%  born  Nov.  22,  1672;  Dorotbw,  — ; 
Siinon,  born  in  ooston,  1677  or  8;  Elizabeti) ,  born  about 
i6Si.  ;  and  Josepiu  — .    As  in  1693  his  wife  is  named  Ruth, 
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lie  niusl  iiave  contriicled  a  second  ni,'a"i"iai^e.  The  lirne  aad 
p!act.'  oi'  his  death  iire  not  matters  of  record,  but  liis  name 
appears  a?  witness  in  Lancaster  as  late  as  1713.  His 
career,  as  deduced  tTom  the  court  hies,  gives  evidence  of 
more  energ)-  than  discretion.  At  one  time  v/e  lind  tlie 
Natick  India.ns  complaining  that  he  had  far  exceeded  his 
co!istabulary  authority  in  lev^dng  up\")n  goods  of  theirs, 
and  he  was  compelled  by  General  Daniel  Gookin  to  refund. 
Within  a  year  thei-eafter  he  is  con\  icted  of  selling  powder 
an-ci  shot  and  three  gallons  of  strong  liquors  whicli  the}^ 
brouglit  in  wooden  L'ottels  of  about  one  galon  a  peece,''  to 
a  part]/  of  Indians  li anting  up  in  tlie  woods  near  Watch u- 
set/''  Some  years  later  he  is  agaun  in  trouble,  liaving 
permitted  the  escape  of  a  ruiuan.  Robert  Ci"osly,  who  had 
assaulted  Stee\'ens*  neighbor,  I^iiilip  Goss,  tlien  living  just 
across  the  r'n  ev  on  the  Ivov/landson  estate.  He  vras  even 
accused  of  being  in  collusion  with  Crosly,  but  the  worst 
that  v/as  proven,  against  liini,  \^■as  a  too  great  unwiliingncss 
to  lace  a  b:ace  of  headed  pistols  and  a  sword  in  the  hands 
of  a  desperate  privateersman.  This  lault  he  condoned 
speedily  b}-  pursuing  tlie  rascal  to  Dorchester,  and  bring- 
ing hirn  to  justice. 

l^pon  his  marriage  with  Mary  Willard,  her  father,  the 
Major,  partly  in  exchange  for  lands  which  Steevens  ovvuied 
at  Dunstable  and  partbe  in  wa}'  of  dowry,  deeded  to  his 
son-in-law 

all  Houseings.  Barns  St:ib!es.  orchard-  Lands.  Entervailes.  Meadows 
l\  eingand  being  in  Lancaster  according  to  r!ii.'ir  severall  Butts  .1-  bounds  as 
foilowetli,  viz:  the  House  Lott  formerly  called  >iajor  Wiliaids  whome 
Lott,  i)ounded  by  y'^  North  Riuer  Soiitii  i.:  y'  Xight  Pasture  east  and  y^ 
Counir)-  Irlgliway  North,  West  b}'  the  highway  that  Leads  to  y^'  North 
Riuer  

Thus  the  nriginrd  lot  of  Lawrence  Waters  upon  whicli 
the  hrst  d^^elling  house  in  Lancaster  vvas  pn>bablv  biult, 
cam.e  into  tlie  possession  of  its  sixth  owner  in  1673.  The 
house  that  could  be  a  home  t')  Major  WiUard's  large  family 
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must  of  necessity  liave  been  cuinmodious,  but  it  was  more- 
over a  ga'Tisoned  house,  and  in  1676  sheltered  for  six 
weeks  ci;,dit  fiunilies  and  a  guard  of  soldiers.  It  was 
probably  of  stone  or  brick,  for  when  abandoned,  it  was 
partially  demolished  by  gunpovv  der,  which  woidd  liardly 
have  been  used  if  lire  alone  could  have  eflecled  destruction. 
Within  a  few  rods  of  Cyprian  Steevens'  home  and  garrison 
was  tlie  bridge,  and  in  sight,  across  the  river,  little  more 
than  a  riile  shot  oil,  stood  the  church  <and  the  Rowlandson 
garrison  in  1675. 

All  town  records  failing  until  17 16,  the  miscellaneous 
documents  which  follow,  culled  from  many  sources,  are 
transcribed  to  make  these  annals  continuous. 

1669^  2,  6.    The  c;:r:ind  jury  piesents  "Lankester  *  *  for  want  of  sufti-- 
cient  bridge  oir"  Stiil  Riuer  in  y  way  to  r>T()aten  in  Major  Willards  land 
Witnes  Henry  Carley       Will''"'  longly/' 

[Middlesex  Court  Fi]'^^.] 

1670.  W^liereas  Abraham  Joslyn  dyed  not  longe  since  at  sea  of  from 
y*-^  Coast  of  Virginia  in  y*'  Ship  y -  Good  Fame  of  New  York,  but  before  his 
decease  made  a  will  the  \v^''^  hath  beene  apprca''  by  y^  oath  of  Two  per- 
sons who  are  witnesses  iherevnto,  wherein  he  disposeth  of  his  estate  in 
iSasha\va)^e  &  elsewhere  in  his  Maj"'"  Colony  of  tiie  Massachusetts,  vato 
his  wife  &  cliildren.  The.-^e  presents  rnas'  certifye  all  whom  it  doth  cor»- 
cerne  that  said  will  hauing  beene  proued  as  aforesaid  reniaines  vpou 
Record  with  y  rer^t  of  y-  wills  and  Testaments  of  such  as  doe  happen  to 
dye  w'''ia  this  the  Frovince  of  his  Royall  Highness  

New  York  17  April  1670. 

[Middlesex  Court  Files.] 

I'o  the  Ilond  Coujily  Court  of  Middlesex  ncnu  assefnbled  at  Cnvibrid<^e 
this  4  of h'lo  i'^:jJo.  The  petition  of  Jeremy  Rodgers  of  Lancaster 
Humbiy  Slicweth,  That  yo'  petition"'  being  for  seuerall  years  together  one 
that  did  ofhciate  (ynder  the  Comand  of  the  Idono'-  Major  Wiilard)  as  aw 
Scrgant  In  the  millitary  Company  at  Lancaster  and  that  with  good  accept- 
auc  'k  approbation  of  the  said  maj'"  and  Company  yet  at  hist  by  the  Com- 
f)any  I  was  dismis.->cd  of  tlie  said  ofhce  for  reasons  best  knowne  to  tfiem- 
sehies  not  for  any  neglect  or  misdeu-ieanor  In  my  place  thai  I  know  o!i.  or 
y*  euer  1  was  charcigcd  with,  }et  sine  then  the  suc^ediag  ofticers  haue  called 
mec  to  bear  arrri.j.s  a.-  a  cofhon  soukiier  in  the  said  company  w"-'''  as  I  haue 
ben  informed  Is  contrary  to  the  custome  and  law  of  armes  and  for  aughi 
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I  haue  heard  or  can  learne  not  the  praciite  of  the  countr}^  to  beare  armes 
as  a  comon  souldier  vvhervpon  I  did  not  appeare,  and  when  theire  orlicer 
came  to  slra'ne  vpon  rny  goods,  wee  can-.e  to  an  tigreement  to  referre  tlie 
matter  to  the  Hon^  Maj'-  gen'"  ILcvrrctq  xMaj''  Willard,  Maj'  Lusher, 
Capt.  Mason  and  Capt.  tfoster,  who  all  but  Capt.  Mason  mett  at  the  MaJ'' 
Genr''^-  house  In  may  La^t,  who  iieard  whac  was  said  ou  both  sids  i^ihougli 
more  might  be  said  but  I  am  desirous  raiher  to  forbeare  than  to  otTend  or 
greiue  any).  But  those  Hon'' ffr ends  and  Gentle"  vpon  what  they  then 
heard  did  judge  and  advise  that  the  fuies  should  bee  forborne  and  not 
taken,  and  also  that  there  being  noe  lav/  here  extant  to  free  such  a  one 
from  training  did  advise  that  1  should  address  myself  to  this  Hon''  Court 
whom  they  doubted  not  but  would  grant  rnee  a  free  dismission,  o'  Hon«i 
maj'  Willard  then  willing  and  Consenting  thereto.  My  humble  petition 
vnto  yC  worsliips  is  that  you  vrould  bee  pleased  to  take  it  into  yo^  Consid- 
eration and  grant  mee  this  fa\-or  to  be  freed  from  training  in  that  Company 
at  Lancaster  where  I  haue  been  an  officer,  for  your  petitioner  shall  not- 
v/ithstanding  bee  Ingaged  to  serue  the  Country  and  your  worships  accord- 
ing to  my  p'jvver  and  abillit}'  In  v/hat  i  can,  and  euer  pray  ibr  yo''  peace 
and  prosperity  long  to  continue  ....    .    ,      ,  .  ■  • 

To  the  Honoured  Coiintie  Court  at  CharIcsfozv?ic, 

This  may  Certifie  the  honoured  Couutie  Cor.rt  tiiat  I  henerie  ke'iey 
of  Lancaster  (though  vnworthie)  yet  haumg  the  Comand  of  this  militarie 
Compauie  laid  vpon  niee,  And  accidentaly  viicierstanding  that  Jeremiah 
Rogers  Senior  hath  Recourse  to  the  honoured  Court  to  procure  a  fredom.e 
from  militarie  traininge,  though  he  did  not  aquaint  me  nor  the  Companie 
therewith,  the  truth  is  If  the  honoured  Court  should  see  cause  to  fre  him 
before  his  making  his  peace  with  the  Com.panic,  it  will  tend  much  to  the 
destrucion  of  peace  and  order  in  the  Companie  and  force  me  togather  with 
the  Rest  that  are  in  otise,  in  the  Companie  to  lay  downe  our  places,  their 
hadi  beene  soe  much  i^rovocacion  on  his  part  not  only  to  vs,  but  alsoe  to 
the  Companie  in  general!'  in  the  managing  of  this  his  controuersie  so  vn- 
warantably  taken  vp.  the  truth  of  the  v.diole  mater  being  by  the  Companies 
order  drawne  vp  to  informe  a  Comitie  desired  to  arbitrate  the  case,  a  true 
Copie  wherof  the  honoured  Court  is  desired  to  peruse  and  therein  }  ou  will 
haue  a  f\dl  dechracion  of  the  case:  And  berin  I  shall  not  trouble  the  hon- 
oured Court  any  further  but  Rest  your  humble  servant. 
Lancaster  this  20:  4  mon  :  1670. 

To  the  worshippfuil  our  honoured  major  general!  Leveret,  mator  Willard 
and  maior  Lusher,  togather  \vith  our  t\vo  v/orlhie  and  highly  esteemed 
freuds  Captaine  Alason  of  Watertown,  And  Captaine  iToster  of  Dorchester 
who  are  a  Comitee  hum.bly  desired  by  Sargant  Kerley  on  behalfe  of  him- 
selfe  and  the  military  Companie  here  at  Lancaster  and  our  neighbor  Jeremiah 
Rogers,  to  here  and  determine  a  difrence  depending  beiweene  the  said  [er- 
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emiah  Rogers  and  th'-^  Companic  ,  our  Ernest  Request  is  that  your  worships 
would  be  pleased  to  pardon,  our  boIdri(?s  as  also  to  pitie  what  yon  see  of 
weaknes  iu  this  our  present  decLu-ation  wherin  we  desire  truly  and  iully  to 
discouer  tiie  tru^ii  <>(  the  case  as  alsoe  the  cunduiun  oi  tins  small  L.ui'r.- 
panie  for  seuera'l  years,  sh-ice  Sergant  William  Kerly  who  now  lines  at 
Marl  brow,  did  leaue  vs.    Honoured  gentlemen,  be  pleased  to  take  notice 
ihat  sin*   the  .>ai'l  Sargant  William  Kerly  did  Rer.ioue  his  dwelling  from 
among  vs  this  Companie  hath  made  choise  of  seurall  to  ofisseat  iu  the 
place  and  ohce  of  Sargant,  though  litle  apearance  that  was  pmising  for  the 
re.anageing  ot  that  soe  great  a  betrust,  it  is  not  our  desire  or  endeuor  to 
slight  one  or  anv  pson  or  talanl  but  freely  and  truly  to  inff)rme  yoursehjcs 
with  the  Stat  of  t'lings.,  iht  truth  of  what  we  here  asert  is  well  Iciiov/n  to 
our  honoured  Major  VVillard  who  hath  not  bene  wanting  to  put  forth  litnv- 
self  to  heh>e  the  Companie  in  po}  nt  of  exercise,  but  the  want  of  psons 
fitly  qualified  to  lake  tliC  Charge  of  the  Companie  was  umch  bewailed  by 
general  sober  minded  and  well  atested  psons  ;  sum  years  agoe  with.in  the 
tim.c  aforemciUioQcd,  our  neighbor  Rogers  was  made  choise  of  and  did 
ofiseat  for  suui  Considerable  time,  and  in  the  time  of  Sargant  Wilklers 
being  Consander  in  Cheife,  though  seuerall  in  the  Companie  wei'e  vnsatished 
with  the  said  Sargant  Rogers  and  tlie  grounds  tliey  aledged  was  that  it 
was  not  a  legall  choise  in.  Regard  it  was  not  atended  acordiiig  to  Law  but 
that  we  that  bore  arms  and  were  in  the  feild  then,  did  voat  and  susn  that 
■had  Right  to  voat  had  no  notice  of  the  Choise  :  and  also  did  not  apprehend 
him  fitly  qualified  for  the  [)lace,  and  this  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  aforsaid 
Sargant  Winder  did  fully  manifest  himself  vnwilling  to  ofiseat  any  longer 
without  a  new  choise  and  sum  of  the  Companie  do  afirme  tiiat  Sargant 
Rogers  did  alsoe  discouer  himselfe  to  be  of  tlie  same  mind  but  most  of  the 
companie  doe  afirme  that  he  did  not  manifest  any  thing  to  tlie  contrary. 
And  therevpoii  the  Companie  went  to  choise  of  two  Sargants,  and  Sargan.t 
Winder  wa;-"  againe  Chosen  to  be  Cheife  oficer  &  Jolm  More  for  a  Sargani 
to  a.-iist  him.    And  why  our  neighbor  Rogers  should  vpp  a  conceit  that  he 
was  turned  of,  aud  alsoe  a  preiudice  agst  the  Companie  and  not  to  atend  to 
ofiseat  in  the  [AviCq  of  a  Sargant,  nor  to  come  in  tlie  place  of  a  privat  soul- 
dier  vre  kno^A  of  no  militarie  custom  fi:)r  the  sam.e.  wee  desire  not  to  put 
him  to  trouble  nor  charg,  but  desire  ihat  quiet  and  order  may  be  p'-eserued 
in  the  Companie  and  the  said  goodman  Rogers  being  present  with  the 
Companie  this  i6  day  of  Mar  beinge  a  training  day,  vpon  sum  discoua'se 
about  se  nking  (k.'wne  it  was  rnoued  that  sum  thing  might  be  proposed  in 
Reference  to  t!ie  ending  the  difererice  at  honie.  it  Was  desired  that  our 
ne'ghhor  Rogers  would  mension  his  greiuances  to  the  Companie  that  so 
It  n-iight  be  khey  might  be  taken  of,  that  so  there  might  be  a  comfortabl 
Coavposure  (jf  the  diference,  and  he  desired  y^  y"  Companie  on  their  part 
worktl  first  declare  »S:  it  was  manifested  by  the  Companie  that  they  had 
nothing  against  him  but  only  his  absenting  how,  publi^iue  traiiiings.  but 
b.p  Rfta^ed  to  aquaint  the  Companie  witl";  what  was  an  ol^structlon  in  his 
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v/ay,  but  would  declare  it  when  he  cam  Ijeibre  yourselues,  and  it  was  ]\e- 
piwd  that  iti.-;  motioii  would  not  be  Rep;iiiar  to  declare  that  ag;dastvs  or  of 
vs  that  he  would  not  declare  to  vs :  And  so  leauin;^  the  case  with  your- 
selucs,  aeordiug  as  )'ou  ni,i}'  cause  to  judge  and  t'u;  Conipariie  liauc 
made  chois  of  Sarjant  Kerly  and  Sarjant  divole  on  the  Companies  behalfe 
to  atend  youi'  meeting  and  to  niaiiage  tliis  case  and  furtiier  sliull  not 
trouble  your  worships  bui  pray  for  the  good  guidance  of  y"'  in  this  case. 
,  '  .  .  [Middlesex  Court  Files.] 

The  documents  in  the  case  of  Lancaster  versus  William 
Lincoln,  found  in  Middlesex  Court  illes,  disclose  the  meth- 
od used  to  get  rid  of  undesirable  ininiigrants. 

1671.   fr'or  IMlliani  Linkcornc. 

lie  it  knowne  to  you  that  tlie  townsmen  take  ofense  at  you  in  Regard 
you.  haue  not  atendcd  the  towns  order  though  }ou  were  made  aquaint 
therwith.  before  your  coming  into  the  towne,  therefore  3-ou  may  expect 
the  order  to  be  put  into  execution  \vhich  will  not  bee  to  your  profit,  for 
the  jjcnaltie  of  your  intruding  }0urselfe  into  the  towne  is  twcntie  shillings 
p  month,  which  will  l.>e  a  burden  it  may  bo  too  heavie  for  }ou  though  pro- 
cured by  3-ourseife. 

ffcF-  W'illiayi  Li>u  :^r}ie. 

fforasmuch  as  you  haue  aoroued  youi  selfe  an  intruder  into  this  towne  of 
Lancaster  v/iihout  consent,  couitrarie  to  order,  Tlierefore  in  his  nuiiesties 
name  you  are  Required  to  withdraw  yourselfe  aPxd  family,  and  to  depart 
the  towne  forthwith,  in  Regard  the  towns  men,  vterly  disclamcs  you  an 
inhabitant,  And  herein  faile  not  at  your  prill  —  dated  this  25  of  Aprill 
1671.    By  order  of  the  townsmen  Ralph  Houghton 

This  was  Read  to  V/illiarn  Lincorne  at  his  house  and  a  true  copie  de- 
liuered  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  townsmen,  tiic  28:  2  men  :  1671. 

By  vs  Ralph  Houghton 

Jonathan  Whetcomb 
Ralpli  Houghton  &  Jonathan  Whittcom  weare  sworn  the  2cy''  2  mo  1671 
before  me  Slmon  Willard,  asistant 

To  tiic  Constable  of  Lancaster  or  Jtis  deputie. 

You  are  in  his  maiesties  name  Required  to  atach  the  goods,  and  for 
want  thiereof  the  bodie  of  William  Liiicorne,  And  take  bond  of  him  to 
the  v.alue  of  twentie  pounds  for  his  ajjearance  at  the  next  Countie  Court 
holden  at  Caiubiidge  die  4'''  day  of  Aprill  next  after  the  date  hereof,  then 
and  there  to  answer  tlie  compiaini;  of  die  townsmen  of  Lancaster  or  any 
one  of  them  as  an  .-Iturney  for  the  Rest  in  behalfe  of  the  towne  for  his 
forcing  of  himselfe  inio  the  towne  as  an  Inhabitant  Contrarie  to  an  order 
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of  the  towiie,  the  penal iie  of  which  is  twentie  shillings  a  rnonthe  to  any 
such  as  soe  doe,  th.e  payment  wlierof  Is  by  liirn  denyed  tho  legally  demand- 
ed, and  herin  faile  not  'out  n;ake  a  Returne  vnder  your  hand,    dated  the 


Tliis  Atachment  was  serued  and  bond  taken  this  24  of  March  167/ 


The  deposi.sion  of  Ralph  Houghton  aged  about  47  yearcs,  Witnesseth 
that  the  Last  Spring  of  the  ycare,  I  met  with  Wiiliani  Liucorne  in  our 
towne  and  he  being  a  stranger  1  inquired  of  him  what  his  ocasion  was 
their  and  he  told  nie  he  was  about  to  hire  a  farm  of  master  Kimball  in  the 
tONvne,  and  I  told  him  of  our  tov/ne  orders  which  did  impose  a  penaltie  of 
twentie  shi]li^g^  p  mcnth  to  any  tliat  siiould  com  to  inhabit  without  the 
consent  of  the  townsmen,  And  advised  him  to  goe  to  the  townsmen  & 
haue  their  aprobation  before  he  made  any  contract  with  ma--[er  KimbaH, 
and  he  tok!  me  that  he  had  bene  with  three  of  the  townsmen  wlio  were 
met  vpoD  Sinn  other  oe.ision  and  they  had  apoynted  him.  a  day  \Yhen  he 
migin  come  and  haue  a  full  meeting,  and  be  heard,  but  he  did  i.iot  atend 
that  meeting;  And  further  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

1672,  7  May.  Whereas  the  honoured  Majo'"  Wiliard,  Mr  Thomas  Dan- 
forth  w*-'  the  late  Capt  Johnson,  haue,  by  order  of  this  Court,  b\nn  a 
comittee  to  order  the  prudentiall  affaires  r-f  Lancaster  for  m^an}'  yeares, 
Lancaster  h.auing  binn  setied  for  seuerall  }-eares,  &  as  the  sajd  comittee 
inforrr.es,  many  )eares  since  binn  trusted  by  th.emi  &  able  to  rnannage  their 
own-.;  aff-ures  ;  the  s^ijd  towne  of  Lancaster  now  humbly  desiring  tlie 
Courts  favour,  that  the  Comittee,  for  their  great  pajnes  &  service  for  so 
long  a  sciison,  utay  be  thankfully  acknowledged  &  dismist  from  future 
trouble  in  su<:h  respect,  &  themselucs  betrusted,  as  other  townes  ate, 
to  maviuagc  their  owne  ailaires,  the  Court  judgeth  it  meet  to  grant  their 
request  heerin. 


7(1  ihc  l'o>!o:iyable  ilic  Gov  the  Deputy  Gov  magu  £r-  Deputyes  asseui^led 
in  tJ'.e  gCL^'all  Court. 
Tiie  Petition  of  J  no  Frescott  of  Lanchaster  In  most  humble  wise  shew- 
eih.  Whereas  y  Fetitio''  hath  purchased  an  Lndian  right  to  a  small  parcel! 
of  Load,  occasioned  oe  circumslanced  for  cjuantity  quality  according  to 
the  deed  of  sale  hereviito  annexed  and  a  pt  thereof  not  being  iegaiiy 
sellctl  vrjon  me  vnlesse  I  niay  obteyne  the  faeo''  of  this  Court  for  the  Con- 
iirnKiiion  th'e'-i.;of,  'Lhcse  are  humbly  to  request  the  Courts  favo''  for  that 
end.  trie  .f-ord  h.iueing  dealt  graciously  with  mee  in  giueing  mee  many 
children  I  account  it  my  duty  to  endeauo'"  their  prouission  &  setling  and 
do  hope  ttial  this  may  be  of  some  vse  in  y*^  kind,  i  know  not  ariy  claime 


By  the  Court    Ralph  Iloughron  R. 


By  me. 


G AM/\ .LIEI.L   Bl^.M AX 

Coisio.ble  of  Lancaster . 


[  Mas?achus,_'tts  Records.] 
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made  10  the  said  land  by  any  tovvT-.e,  or  any  I'rgall  right  y'  any  other  per- 
sons haue  therein,  and  therefore  ai't  hee  for  me  to  occupy  5:  subdue  as 
anv  other,  rnay  I  obteyne  the  Courts  approbation.  I  shall  not  vse  farther 
nv-tiucs,  niv  cordiiion  in  other  respecks  my  tr-oiible  &  expenses  haue 

been  according  to  my  poor  ability  in  rny  place  .being  not  altogether  vn- 
known  to  some  of  y'-  Court. 

T'iHt  Lord?  ]:>"scnce  may  be  with  &  his  blessing  accomipany  all  yo' 
psons,  counsells,  &  endeauo"  for  his  honor  &  weak;  of  his  poor  people 
is  y^'  pray^'  of 

Yo''  suppliant.       John  Prescott  Sen^ 
17:3:  1672    read  and  referred  to  y^'  Comittee, 

lij  RetTerence  to  tliis  i'etition  th.e  Comittee  being  \xe\l  informed  tliat- 
the  Fef  is  an  ancient  Planter  &  hatli  bin  a  vsefull  helpful!  &  publique 
spirited  man  doinge  man}-  good  offices  ffor  the  Country  l^elatinge  to  the 
Ro.Ki.  to  ConcLticott,  nuirking  trees,  directinge  of  Passengers  &c  and  that 
tlie  Land  Petitioned  for  beinge  but  about  107  Acres  <S;  Lyinge  not  very 
Con\enicnt  for  any  other  Plantation,  and  only  accomodable  for  the  Pef 
we  Jndge  it  reasonable  to  coufirme  the  Indian  Grant  to  him  &:  bis  lieyres 
if  y*^'  honor  *  Court  see  meete. 

The  Deputyes  approue  of  the  returne  of  Edward  Tvnc^ 

the  Comittee  in  answer  to  tliis  pet :  o'  Hon-  Geokge  Corwin 

O'"'^  p-.agis-  consenting  hereto.  Humphrey  Davie 

W^'  TORREV  C/cr/c 

29  May  :  72.    Consented  to  by  y-  magists 

Edw  Rawson  Sccrtf. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  above  petition  by  tiie  Honor- 
able Samuel  A.  Cxreen.  Both  petition  and  deed  are  rihowj 
the  Shattuck  Manuscripts  in.  the  possession  of  the  New 
England  Historic,  Grenealogical  Society.  Tbie  grantor  was 
James  ^V^iser,  alias  Quanapang,  that  brave  Christian  cap- 
tain of  the  Nashaways,  whose  timely  Vv-arning  of  the 
impending  danger  might  have  p)revented  the  massacre  of 
February,  1676,  had  the  colonial  authorities  paid  proper 
regard  to  it.  The  land  joined  Prescott's  farm  atWasbracum 
previously  grarited.  The  railroad  buildings  and  tracks  at 
Sterling  Junction  occupy  a  portion  of  it. 

In  tlie  Middlesex  Court  Files  are  several  papers  relating 
to  Elizabeth  Parker's  illegitimate  child,  and  Edmund 
Parker's  neglect  of  Sabbath  day  ordinances.  The  more 
important  of  tliem  are  .  here  transcribed,  not  only  to  record 


92 


town  action,  but  because  the}"  alTorcl  a  picture  of  wljat  was 
piobabl}'  the  most  abjectly  \M'etclied  liome  in  Lancaster. 

For  DlCOu  Parl-cj      t/ic  scieciineji  of  Roxbury. 

You  are  herby  to  take  notice  tiiat  the  selectmen  of  the  Tosvne  of  I-an- 
caster  hauc  made  Ap^,^Iieation  vnto  the  Court  of  this  County  held  yesterday 
being  the  i8lh  of  June  where  cliey  manifested  themselues  on  willing'  to 
Recene  into  their  ion"ne  a  Bastard  Child  born  of  tire  body  of  EHzabeth 
Parker  in  your  towne  &  now  sent  with  the  mother  to  line  in  the  townc  of 
Lancaster  widi  Edmund  Parker  who  is  a  very  poor  man  &  vnable  to  main- 
teyne  his  owne  family  niuch  less  the  said  Bastard  Child  &  its  mother,  the 
Court  haue  heard  tlieir  Coniplaint  ordered  that  the  selectmen  of  Rox- 
bury  do  take  care  to  prouide  for  the  maintcynance  of  the  said  Pastard 
Child  according  to  Law.  This  at  y  Recjuest  I  tliought  meet  to  certifie 
you,  Mr  Danforch  being  riot  pseat  to  giue  you  a  Copy  of  ye''  Courts  order. 

June  iQ-'^:  1672.  Vr  louing  friend 

Daniel  Gookix  C. 

To  the  Cfn:tr:bJc  iif  laiicJiester  or  Jiis  deputy. 

You  are  in  Iris  majesties  name  \jLVtral  ijorns  illtyiblcX  the  cliiid  of 
Elizabeth  Parker  with  t!ie  naother  vnto  Ro\bur\-  where  it  was  boiai  \'nies 
the  grandfather  Edmund  Parker  will  vndertake  to  secure  the  town  of  Lan- 
chestcr  to  the  sattisfacion  of  the  selectmen  whereof  you  are  not  to  faile 

this  29  of  4  mo  1672,  tliis  is  a  trew  coppy. 

Si.MON  WiLLARD  assistant. 

Tl;e  ibllow  ing  is  neither  signed  nor  dated  ;  it  is  in  Ralph 
H  o ug  h to  n ' s  b.  a  n d  w  r i  ti  n g . 

Worshipful  and  liO)ioiircd  ge.ntlejuen.  ■ 

Wee  have  Receiued  a  letter  bearing 
date  the  30:  5  ni :  72,  wherby  wee  vnderstand  your  worshijis  wanted 
information  in  Regard  you  had  the  report  only  of  one  partie  in  Reference 
to  the  bastard  child  borne  at  Roxberie,  for  had  your  Vv^orships  bene  well 
inforn.ed  and  well  considered  the  trouble  it  hath  caused  in  our  pore  towne, 
wee  supose  the  curant  of  your  advise  wonld  hane  Run  an  other  way,  for 
besides  the  infarnie  of  hauing  a  bastard,  legaly  fathered  vpon  another  towne 
as  apears  by  the  order  of  the  honoured  Countie  Court  at  boston  prouision 
being  made  theire  for  the  keeping  of  it.  and  the  tov.  nsraen  willing  and  for- 
ward to  take  care  of  and  for  it,  tliat  If  the  said  maintainance  ordrecl  were 
to  scanty  they  would  vse  means  to  nrake  it  vp  by  the  towne,  and  \et  not- 
withstanding all  this,  that  the  Reputed  fatiier  which  is  soe  able  to  haue 
kept  liis  owne,  siiould  violently  and  forcibly  if  not  fraudelently  tiuaist  it 
vpon  v.s,  it  being  soe  that  he  did  know  tliat  the  townsmen  had  warned 
Edmund  Parker,  him  that  tooke  the  child  to  the  contraiie  before  they  had 
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rnadf  anv  Contract  about  it,  wee  conceiue  had  the  like  bene  done  to  your 
l'>\.  iie.  ■;Qur  worship'"-  \vou!d  liaue  bene  of  an  otiier  mind  and  haue  looked 
at  \-':inrsekics  caled  to  s<and  vp  in  }'Our  towns  defence  against  such  a  wrong 
and  the  s^ence  vo-n-  worship^  had  of  the  iv-re  infants  sufering  would  haue 
nioued  you  to  haue  advised  the  Ri;.;ht  owner  to  haue  kept  his  owne  and 
not  tu  haue  exposed  it  to  an  r>ii\er  iareney  and  the  liazard  thereof,  and 
liad  your  worships  knowne  tile  pore  man's  incapacit:ie  foi'  such  a  thing  in 
Respect  of  liis  habitation  is  soe  mean  that  when  it  Raines  their  is  noe 
drie  plac  in.  it  and  many  times  forced  to  goe  to  other  houses  for  siicdter 
and  for  lodgirig,  but  one  pore  !)i.'d  for  himselfe  his  son  and  daughter  all  to 
lodg  in  or  sleep  by  the  fire,  soe  that  before  she  went  from  him  to  liu.e  in 
service  it  v>'as  said  iriey  all  lay  togather,  which  ocasioned  her  to  ly  at  neigh- 
bouring liouses  atid  soe  lier  time  was  lo:-.t  &  she  became  a  burden  to  ht^r 
fat'ner  and  other  neighbours,  wlier  she  haamted,  and  then  she  v/ent  to 
ser\  !ee  ;  and  also  the  mans  ill  di'^posision  in  Refranc  to  the  ordering  of 
his  family,  wiTicii  v^as  but  one  son  who  is  about  20  }-ears  of  age,  and  all 
the  means  the  towns  men  from  time  to  time  can  vse  would  not  be  avail- 
able to  cause  him  to  get  his  said  son  a  litie  learning  nor  to  atend  to  the 
pubkqi!e  oriiinances  on  the  Lords  day,  soe  as  that  it  is  said  and  credibly 
Reported  that  he  hath  not  bene  at  meeting  a  whole  year  and  when  delt 
with,  full  of  froward  and  peevish  and  provoking  language,  and  that  is  the 
best  that  can  be  expected  by  the  townsmen's  endeuors  v/itli  him,  therefore 
the  townsmen  laimbly  crane  the  asistance  and  helpe  of  the  next  honoured 
Countic  Court  herin  and  al>oe  to  judge  whether  th.is  man  be  fit  to  take 
more  young  ons  in  to  his  family,  and  alsoe  in  Referenc  to  the  Charg  that 
roust  of  nessesitie  be  forthwith  expended  in  building  and  for  lodging  and 
otlier  nesesaries  ht  for  a  woman  that  giues  sucke  and  such  a  child  that  soe 
their  lines  are  healthe}",  may  not  be  exposed  to  danger  and  the  tou  ne  to 
quiet,  we  supo.->e  your  v/orships  will  judge  the  burden  too  hcavie  ti;)r  this 
pore  towne,  and  not  countinance  the  Reputed  father  in  such  an  vniust  im- 
posision,  but  to  lay  tlie  cliarg  vpori  him  who  is  soe  able  to  beare  it,  and 
says  it  shall  be  /it:re  tlio  it  cost  him  £100,  or  otherwise  that  the  Countie 
may  Contribut  herin  or  that  the  honoured  Countie  Court  would  be  pleased 
to  free  cur  towne  of  guilt  in  case  eith.er  the  mother  or  cliild  sufer  or  pish. 
And  soe  craning  pardon  for  our  boldnes  herin  we  Rest  yours  in  subiection 
to  lav,-  and  order. 

1672  Oct  I.  The  Cou'"t  hauing  considered  the  Com.playnt  of  Lanchas- 
ler  selectmen  referring  to  the  ikistard  Child  of  Silvanus  negro,  late  serv' 
to  Deacon  W"  Parks  of  Rox!3t;'ry,  and  entertained  by  Edmund  Parker  of 
theii  Towne  Contrary  to  their  order  &  notice  giuen  them,  notwithstanding 
the  vnsutable  prouisicn  y^  he  hath  for  the  entertainrn'  thereof  as  they  in- 
forme,  Do  order  that  during  the  abode  of  y  said  child  in  y^  place,  the 
sele>;.tmen  shall  take  care  tliat  it  be  prouided  for  in  ali  respects  as  humanity 
and  religion  recjuires,  and  that  the  said  Parker  shall  giue  them  bond  with 
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sufncienl  siiret^'cs  to  the  valine  of  loo^  for  io  saue  the  Tov/ne  li^irmless  ti: 
to  pav  all  disl:)uvsirieiits  for  the  piouissio^i  of  the  said  child,  or  otherwise 
the  sd  Parker  shall  return  it  to  Koxbui  v,  there  to  be  prouided  for  accord- 
in    to  tii.e  order  of  Boston  Court . 

Laxcastfr  this  13'!'  Ji""':  167? 

A  bill  of  chai'g'cs  drawne  vp  by  the  townsmen  in  Reference  to  trie  bas- 
tard child  of  Elizabeth  Parker. 

1  The  Cunstable  and  R.dplt  HouglUon  thernselues  and  horses 

attending  Chaiit-stown  Court  where  tlie  child  \Vas  fath- 
ered vpon  Rovlvoi-ie  o:  ii  :  o 

2  Goodman  Prescott  cooing  to  Nonacoyecos  for  a  warant  to 

convey  the  cliild  to  Roxbury  o:  1:0 

3  Going  downe  to  Roxburie  to  carry  the  child  and  its  moth.er, 

2  men  and  3  b.oiscs  o:  16;  o 

4  the  Canstabic  and  goodman  Presco't  attending  Cambridge 

Court  by  their  ordev  in  Reference  to  making  prouision 

for  her  ciiild  o  :  16:0 

5  to  jonath-in  Whelcombe  for  a  horse  to  nonacoiacus  o:  1:0 

tot  £2  —  5' 

1673        of  2  mo. —  Lankester 

Wee  doe  present  daniell  James  for  living  from  vnder  famely  govern- 
ment. Witnes       John  More  &  Johiu  Prescot  Sen^ 

[Grand  Jury  presentments — Middlesox  Court  Fiics.] 

77?  //im  CunsiabU  of  Lanthastcr . 

In  his  majties  name  yuu  are  required  to  warne  Ed"^ :  Parker  &  his  sonne 
Abram  to  apeare  at  y  Court  to  be  held  at  Chailstowne  the  i6-''  of  this 
instant  Dtrceml)er  to  ans""  tor  neglect  of  Gods  Publ  worshi})  on  y^'  Lds 
I  tayes  ^K:  for  -.vitnesses  J  no  Prescot  Sen-  &  Hen''  Kerly,  Also  Jon  Addarus 
to  answer  fo!"  3}  ing  false  dealing  &  for  witness  Jonathan  Prescott  &  John 
Diuell  &  hereof  you  are  to  make  a  true  reLurne  vnd'"  yo^  hand  and  not  to 

raie 

dat  4:  10:  73  TlIO  I3AM-0RTH  R 

Edmund  Parker  and  his  son  and  the  witneses  to  his  case  wer  v/arned 
to  aperire  at  the  Court  acording  to  this  v\arant.  Jon  Adams  v.'as  absent 
and  could  not  haue  warning  but  the  others  were  warned  as  aforsaid, 

8:  10:73  Byrne      Jonathan  Prescott  Cunstable. 

To  i.he  Iltiinno'fil.  Coimtie  Court  at  Charlstnivne. 

Tlie  humble  Request  of  the  townsmen  of  Lancaster  in  Reference  to 
Edmund  Parkers  presealrnent  sheweth  tliat  the  witneses  namly  John  Pres- 
cott sen  who  is  agv,d  and  infirme  and  not  able  to  atend  the  court  being 
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winter  season,  the  grand  jurie  man  did  informe  the  said  Parker  thnt  If  he 
<lid  not  Refornte  his  not  coining  1o  meeting  he  must  present  hiin,  but  he 
did  not  Rcforuie  neither-  liatii  bene  at  meetirig,  ncuer  since  the  last  C'ourl:, 
he  scmeth  to  plead  his  pouertie  and  want  of  clonthes  bat  in  ansAVrr  to  that 
he  hath  land  and  catle  sum  what  considerable  and  himselte  and  his  son 
able  bodied  for  ]a!)or,  and  no  after  charge  only  his  daughter  and  her  bastiird 
whicl)  he  violently  tooke  in,  contraric  to  the  lov/ns  order  and  much  endeu- 
ors  against  the  same  which  the  honoured  court  is  well  aquainted  with:  in 
Reference  to  his  son  it  is  the  gieife  of  many  in  the  towne,  and  ih>c  tov.ns- 
men,  that  Ise  hath  had  noe  beter  educacion  :  the  tov.'ns  men  haue  laboured 
V  itli  the  said  Parker  to  get  his  son  some  learning  ami  to  send  hirn  forth  to 
puluique  catechising  buit  all  in  vaine,  but  liaue  had  many  froward  peevish 
expresions  from  him.  soe  that  he  hath  v;caried  them  out.  The\-  Hue  mis- 
erable vncomfortable  Jiues  both  for  food  and  cloath,  and  lodging,  it  is 
Reported  tliat  all  the  slee})e  they  haue  is  sitin.g  by  the  tire  vpon  a  bloke, 
and  ail  through  his  owne  froward  imprudent  cariage.  theirfore  it  is  the 
humble  Request  of  the  tov/nsmen  that  the  honoured  Court  v/ould  be 
pleaseci  to  asist  the  townsmen  in  tliis  bussiness  either  by  sentance  or  coun- 
sell  or  what  way  soe  euer  may  be  niost  conducing  to  the  poore  mans  v.-el- 
fair  and  his  sons.  And  in  soe  doing  the  honoured  Court  will  ingage  the 
townsmen  as  in  dutie  bound  euer  to  pray. 

By  order  of  the  townsmen 
Lancaster  13:  lomon:  1673.  K-alw-i  Houghton  Clarke 

Lancaster  the  4*-^  2  mon  :  1674 
To  the  Honoured  Count  ie  Court  siting  at  Ca;>ibridge  the       of  Apr  ill  1674. 

The  townsmen  of  Lancaster.  In  faithfullness  to  our  neighbour  Parkers 
soule  and  body  both,  doe  count  it  their  dutie  to  giae  sum  informacion  to 
this  honoured  Court,  it  being  soe  that  their  indeuors  at  home  hath  bene 
fruitlesc.  And  they  wearied  out  with  pevish,  froward  provoaking  expres- 
sions, when  they  haue  lahioured  to  psuade  hini  to  put  himselfe  and  fandly 
into  a  more  comfortable  way  of  lining,  for  it  is  hard  for  the  honoured 
Court  to  conceiae  how  vncom.fortably  the  pore  man  lines  both  in  Respect 
of  food  cloathing  and  lodging  tho  he  hath  land  and  catle  considerable  and 
a  strong  yong  man  to  his  son  and  noe  otiier  charge  but  what  he  hath  need- 
lesly  and  indiscreetly  brought  vpon  himselfe  in  taking  in  his  daughter  and 
her  bastard  child  forcibly  against  the  towns  order  soe  that  through  his 
owne  indiscretion  he  hath  brought  a  great  burden  vpon  himselfe,  If  not 
vpon  the  towne,  the  towns  men  from  dme  to  time  hath  laboured  with  him 
in  Reference  to  his  son  to  gett  him  sura  learnin.g  and  to  bring  him  vp  to 
sum  honest  imployment  acording  as  the  law  prouids  or  to  sufer  them  to 
doe  it,  but  nothing  would  prevaile  with  him.  but  as  it  is  signihed  to  tlte 
honoured  Court  by  a  presentment  it  is  certainly  knowne  among  vs  that  his 
son  hath  not  beene  at  meeting  at  the  worshi])e  of  god  this  seuerall  yeares 
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on!}'  sum  fev/  saboThes  about  a  yeare  senc.  And  he  himseife  hatli  not 
l;cv;;c  in  the  n-ic-^cting  liouse  for  sum  considerable  space  of  time  wliich  is  to 
our  gieifc,  nor  about  tiie  house  in  the  time  of  pubiiq'.ie  worshipe  saue  sum 
few  sabothes  a  ic'ife  And  what  his  Reson  is  wee  know  not.  A  nd  his  not 
coming  into  the  liouse  !ija!:es  the  case  doubtful!  to  the  witnesses  as  to  take 
a  posetiue  oath,  tbnt  he  doth  not  com.  And  herin  your  worships  haue  a 
true  Relation  of  tiie  case  in  Reference  to  our  neighbour  Parker.  Crauin^; 
Pardon  for  our  boldnes  herin  we  sliall  not  trouble  the  lionoured  Court  any 
further  at  present. 

Subscribed  by  order  of  the  townsmen  Ralph  LJoughton 

1674  April  f\  Edmurid  Parker  of  Lanchaster  appearing  before  the 
Court  &  beinf{  convicted  of  neglect  of  Gods  worshdp  in  Publ  on  the  Lords 
dayes  both  hirriselfe  &  l^m)ily  was  admonishecb  And  the  Court  do  comend 
it  to  tlie  care  of  the  selectm.en  of  y^  pkicc  diliigent  to  inspect  his  family 
and  observe  their  manners  for  the  future,  and  in  case  that  they  find  not  an 
amendment  iri  tliose  charges  v/hereof  he  hath  been  now  convicted  they 
are  then  hei'eby  ordered  and  impowered  to  dispose  of  his  sorine  to  sei-vice 
vhere  he  n;ay  be  better  taught  &  governed,  and  in  case  that  threw  stub- 
bornnes  of  father  or  sonne,  tliey  be  obstructed  herein,  that  then  they  in- 
forrne  y"  Court  or  som,e  of  the  magts  thereof  vvho  will  take  order  tlierem 
as  the  law  directs. 

[674,  Oct  6.  The  Coraittee  nominated  April!  73  for  laying  out  y''  high- 
way between  Groton  tS:  Lanchaster  are  againe  desired  and  impowered  by 
this  Com  t  to  attend  y  same  and  Capt  James  Parker  is  to  appoynt  time  & 
place  for  their  meeting. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

This  committee  had  taken  action  the  year  before,  and 
trie  followino-  report  of  tlieir  doings  is  found  in  "The 
Early  Records  of  Groton,"  by  the  Honorable  Samuel  A. 
Green. 

Wederisday  4  of  June  1673  ftbrasmuch  as  the  countrey  h}  e  wvay  as  it 
was  formerly  laycl  out  b}-  Lankaster  and  groaten  vpon  seuerall  yeares  triall, 
proued  to  be  very  insufficient  and  very  difucult  to  be  made  passable  in 
regard  it  ^vas  for  tlie  most  part  l}eing  in  the  Literviciies  wheirin  tlieir  are 
seuerall  srjft  j)laccs  and  litle  brookes  vpon  winch  bridges  and  other  mater 
for  making  the  sanie  passable  is  apt  to  be  raised  and  torne  vp  by  Hoods 
and  vpun  e\])vrki,nce  of  tlie  ^an1e  Lancaster  made  aplication  to  groaten  for 
Reniouinu;  of  the  s.dd  way  lo  Run  more  vpon  tlie  vpland  which  was  Read- 
ily atendcd  .uid  Jobm  Procott  .seui  and  Roger  Sumner  for  Dmcaster  and 
^sergent  Parker  and  corperall  Lncp  lor  groaten  wer  chase  comndtte  by  both 
to  tou-aes  to  la}' out  tlie  said  h\e  way  as  aforsaid  which  was  atended  the 
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dav  aforsaid  as  iblloweth  (viz)  first  williin  the  bounds  of  gron.ten  they  ioke 
their  i'jegining  at  their  meeting  hovfse  to  the  niille  of  Jonas  Prescott 
b}-  Matthdas  iiarnwoi  tliis  his  iiouse  six -  Rods  wide  turning  of  out  of  the 

Rode  v,id  tb.rough  the  land  of  the  aforsaid  Jonas  Pi-escott  acording  as  it  is 
cicsciiijed  by  ticcs  Uiarkcd  by  the  men  aforesaid  and  from  tlie  said  Jonas 
Prescotts  h-.nd  to  penicooke  Kiuer  in  I,ancaster  througli  swan  swamp  6  Rod 
wide  as  it  is  ah'eady  marked  out  by  tkie  cofaitte  aforsaid  and  from  the  way 
aforsaid  butting  upon  Penicook  near  to  tl'ie  nigh.t  pasture  wading  place, 
they  tak  the  way  as  it  is  left  in  width  through  the  bntervayle  and  oucr  nash- 
awa\  bridge  and  soe  to  tlie  meetir,g  house  and  as  it  is  to  be  vnderstood 
that  the  wa\'  withiii  lancaster  bounds  Runes  neare  the  midewa\'  betweene 
the  brook  medow  and  phuntrees  medowes  oucr  a  hill  called  Malianeknits 
hill  and  soe  along  on  the  vpland  to  tlie  pond  path  as  it  Runes  near  to  the 
Stili  Rluer  rnedow  and  josiah  Whits  niedow  vntill  it  come  to  the  Swan 
SAvamp  patli  as  aforsaid  and  to  tlie  connrmation  hereof  the  comitte  afore- 
said haue  heie  vnto  put  their  liands  the  day  and  year  aboue  said 

.        -  John  Prescott 

■    ,    ^  Roger  Sumner 

James  PaimvER 
James  Kxop 

1674.  General  Daniel  Gookin  sa}-s  of  the  Nashaway  Indians  "These 
have  been  a  great  people  in  former  tintes  but  of  late  years  have  been 
consumed  by  the  Maquas  wars  and  other  ways  ;  and  are  not  above  fifteen 
or  sixteen  families.'" 


* 


LANCASTER  IN  PHILIP'S  WAR. 


1675.    ffroni  Na;-.bo\v:ih  Allies  [^?//c?.s]  Lankester  16''':  Aug-'  1675. 
Honoured  Sir 

 last  nightl  aboutt  seaiien  A.  Clocke  we  marlched  Into  Nasho- 

wah  wheare  'we  are  Alt  Presentt  bv.it  sh:ill  as  soone  as  the  Constable  Ilajili 
prest  vs  a  dozen  Hor?ses ;  Ptoseed  for  groatton  &:  so  to  Chencefo'  d;  ac- 
cording to  the  ord'-  Majo'"  Willard  gaue  me  yestcrda}- Att  Ouoahbauge  ; 
.  .,.  .  .  ovir  iMajo'"  hauejng  A  Searta\'ue  Intelligence  of  a  Considerable 
Party  of  Indians  y'  bane  gath-ered  toogather  a  littell  aboue  Chensford 
which  I  hope  wee  shalbe  vp  with  this  Night  or  to  ^Morrough  at  lunhest  &. 
if  it  pleese  God  1  coiiie  vp  w-^  them  god  assisting  n-.e  1  wjil  Cloosely  in- 
gadgewjth  them,  &  god  Spearing  niy  life  1  shall  as  opperturnly  gives  leave 
Acquaintt  }'o''  honor  off  niy  A_ctjons;  I  Have  vv'*^  me  butt  60:  Men  at 
Present;   

Samuf.ll  Mosley 

The  iibove  is  extracted  from  a  letter  of  tire  noted  Ciiptain 
of  dragoons  to  Governor  Leverett,  in  Massachusetts  ar- 
chives Lxx'ii,  239.  Six  days  Liter,  Sunday,  Auo-'jst  2.2d. 
the  Indians  having  warily  avoided  an  encounter  with  the 
dragoons,  and  got  in  their  rear,  made  a  raid  upon  Lancas- 
ter. Gen.  Daniel  Gookin  states  that  this  bloody  Ibra}'  was 
headed  by  a  one-eyed  chief  of  tlie  Nipmucks,  nain,ed  John 
Monoco,  "wdio  lived  near  Lancaster beibre  the  war  began.'' 
and  tliat  he  had  twent}'  of  PLiilip's  men  with.  him.  Mrs. 
Rowlandson  writes  : 

Those  seven  that  were  killed  at  Lancaster  ....  upon  a  sabbath  day, 
and  the  one  who  v/as  afterwards  killed  upon  a  v/eek  day,  v.ere  sljin  and 
rnangied  iu  a  most  barbarous  manner  by  one  eyed  John  asid  ?vIar!I)Oioiighs 
praying  Indians,  as  the  Indians  told  n.ie. 
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The  charge  agaivist  tlie  Christian  IiKlians  was  mahcioiisly 
untrue,  as  proven  upon  thei>-  trial.  Tlie  scene  of  the 
muiTlers  was  at  llie  north  end  of  tlie  settlemerit,  tlie  house 
of  the  MacLouds  beiug  in  the  neighborhood-  of  the  Nortli 
Village  cemetery-  The  names  of  the  slain  were  ; 
George  Eenr.et,  Mordecai  MacLoud, 

William  Flagg,  Mis.  Lydia  MacLoud, 

Jacob  Farrar.  Jun.,  Hannah  MacLoud,  aged  four 
Joseph  Wheeler,  3^ears, 

An  infant  MacLoud. 
Fhigg  was  a  sokb'er  detailed  for  duty  here,' from  Water- 
town.    Wheeler  v/as  not  a  Lancaster  man,  but  probably 
of  Concord. 

J^or  ike  Ilunonred  Co:n;tie  Court  siting  at  Ca;jibridge. 

I  \Vi:s  defvired  by  a  poorc  widow  who-se  liusbarid  was  slaine  by  tlie  liul)- 
ans  here  and  hath  5  Siiiall  cliildreu  left  vriiu  ]ier  ;  by  a  law  of  the  coiinti  ie 
shee  should  haue  brouglit  in  an  Jraientorie  of  her  husbands  estate,  but 
such  are  the  dcficalties  of  the  thiie,  and  alsoe  the  trouble  of  her  litle  chil- 
dren thai  shee  could  not  posibly  with  an)-  saftie  corn  downe ;  her  name  is 
i..idia  j^cnet,  And  al^oe  a  Scotsman  Mordicai  Mukload  who  ahsoc  was 
slaine  and  Ins  wife  and  children,  and  his  house  and  goods  all  burned  :  he 
hath  a  luother  suruiaing,  both  of  them  had  a  desire  to  liaue  com  downe 
v/iih  their  Inuentories  but  both  of  them  h.aue  Catle  in  ti^e  woods,  but  know 
not  whether  the  Indians  haue  killed  tliern  or  not,  and  therefore  they 
hanibly  desire  the  honoured  Court  not  to  looke  vpon  them  as  contemners 
of  autk.oritie  but  giue  theni  hiberty  vntill  another  Court  and  in  soe  doing, 
the  honoured  will  ingafire  the  widow  and  fatherless  children  as  in  dutie 
they  are  bound  to  pra}  for  tlie  honoured  Court. 

Lans  2  :  8  "  :  1675        Subscribed  by  Ralph  Koughton 

Clarke  of  the  writs 

[Middlesex  Court  Filcs.j 

The  bold  incursion  of  one-e3'ed  John  was  but  tlie  prelude 
to  tlie  fearful  tragedy  of  February  loth.  Of  tlie  plan  for 
the  destiuction  of  Lancaster  in  all  its  details,  even  to  the 
very  da"^;  assigried  for  its  accomplishment,  the  colonial 
authorities  w^ere  fully  advised  ;  yet  so  far  as  any  records 
show,  vs'ith  a  neglect  that  seems  criminally  strange,  they 
did  ahnost  nothiuo'  to  ward  off  or  meet  the  blow.    Of  the 
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aboriginal  possessors  of  Naslia\\'ay  none,  unless  Sholan, 
better  descr^'cs  to  be  honored  anions;"  ns  than  that  Indian 
scout,  w  liose  courage,  skill  and  hdelitv  sljould  have  saved 
the  town,  from  the  massacre  of  1676,— -James  Qijanapaug, 
alias  James  Wiser,  alias  Quenepenett,  or  Qiiannapohil. 
This  Cliristh.n  Indian  uas  so  well  known  for  his  bi'averv, 
capacitv  and  haendship  for  the  English,  that  Philip  had 
marked  him  for  martyrdoin,  and  given  orders  accordingh' 
to  some  oi  his  ]ie\itenants.  The  governor  of  tlie  Colon}' 
about  the  same  date,  commissioned  him  and  a  fellow  Cliris- 
tian  named  Job  Kattcnanit,  from  Natick,for  the  dangerous 
venture  of  visiting  the  Indian  camps  to  bring  back,  intbrma- 
tion  of  the  numbers  and  plans  ot  Pljiiip's  forces.  TiiCse 
two  men,  the  historian  William  Hubba]-d  tells  us,  "throagh 
the  woods,  in  the  depths  of  winter,  v/lien  the  ways  were 
impassable  for  any  otiier  so-rt  of  people,'*  sought  tiie 
Nipnet  outposts,  and  "ordered  their  business  so  praderitlv 
as  that  the\  were  admitted  into  those  Indian  liabitations  a^ 
friends  aud  liad  tree  liberty  of  discourse  w^itli  them."  They 
.were  closely  watched,  Iiovsever,  threa.tened,  and  but  for 
a  povrerfiil  Iriend  would  have  been  slain.  In  Qiianapaug's 
own  words  : — 

Next  morning  I  went  to  One-eyed  John's  wigmain.  He  said  he  was 
glad  to  see  wk-  : — I  had  been  his  friend  many  years  &  had  helped  hin.  kil! 
Mobaugs  ; — and  said  nobody  should  meddle  wit!?  me.  I  toid  him  what 
was  said  of  me.  He  said  if  anv  bod}-  hart  me  ti'.ey  sliould  die  ....  I 
lay  in  the  sagamores  wigwam  ;  and  he  charged  his  gun.  and  tlire;.Uened 

any  nian  that  should  offer  me  hurt  And  tliis  Indian  told  use  they 

would  fall  upon  Lancaster.  Groton.  Marlborough,  Sudbury  and  Medncld. 
and  that  the  first  thing  they  would  do  should  be  to  cut  down  Laucasier 
bridge  so  to  hinder  their  flight  and  assistance  coming  to  them,  and  they  in- 
tended to  f^ll  upon  them  in  about  twenty  days  time  from  Wedr.esday 
ne.vt  

[James  Qu.anapaug's  Inforrnanon.J 

Qrianapaug  finding  that  lie  must  soon  meet  Philip,  and 
having  etTeeted  the  main  purpose  of  his  errand,  evaded  his 
suspicious  foes  by  a  cunniisg  stratagem,  and  on  the  24111, 
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1 1  til  mo.,  1675,  brouglit  to  his  en'iplo3^ers.  the  Govenior 
arid  Couiicij,  full  knovvlcdge  of  the  hostile  forces  and  their 
fo]i  intent.  The  enicrorencv  demanded  speedv  energy  ;  it 
met  inacdon.  Rumors  of  coming  woe  meantime  stirred 
tliC  air  in  the  Njushavvay  valley.  The  cliief  militar\"  olh- 
ctr,  the  minister,  and  otlier  leading  citizens  went  to  the 
Bay  to  awaken  the  Council  from  their  lethargy  and  beg 
for  help.  It  was  too  late.  February  9th,  1675-6,  about 
ten  o'clock  at  niglit.  Job  Kattenanit,  the  second  spy,  com- 
plete]}' exhausted,  dragged  himself  to  Major  Gookin's  door 
in  Cambridge.  He  had  deserted  wife  and  children,  and 
alone  travelled  upon  snow  shoes  through  the  pathdess 
wilderness  {rom  New  Braintree,  a  terribly  fatiguing  march 
of  eighty  miles,  to  save  his  English  friends.  ^larnes  Qijan- 
a])ai.g  had  foretold  that  on  the  morrov^■  the  blovv^  would  be 
struck  at  I^ryicaster.  Let  Danitd  Gookin  tell  Job's  story, 
and  tlie  fultillment  of  tlie  prophecy. 

Mc  fjrought  tidings  th?a  before  he  came  from  the  enemy  at  Menemesse, 
a  party  of  the  Indians,  ^bnut  four  hundred,  were  marched  forth  to  attack 
and  burn  Lancaster,  and  on  the  morrow,  which  was  February  10;''  they 
woulrl  attempt  it.  l^his  time  exactly  suited  with  James  Ins  information 
before  hinted,  which  was  n.ot  then  credited  as  it  should  have  been  :  and 
consequently  no  so  good  means  used  to  prevent  it  or  at  least  to  ha\-e  hiin 
in  ambushments  for  the  enemy.  As  sooir  as  Major  Gookin  understood 
this  iidin,c;-s  by  Job,  he  rose  out  of  his  bed,  and,  advising;  with  Mr  Dan- 
fortli  one  of  the  Council  that  lived  near  him,  they  des].)alched  away  post 
in  tlie  nigtjt  to  Marlborough  Concord  and  Lancaster,  ordering  forces  to 
surround  Lancaster  with  all  speed.  The  posts  were  at  Marlborough,  by 
break  of  day  and  Captain  Wadsworth  with  about  forty  soldiers  marched 
away  as  speedily  as  he  could  possibly  to  Lancaster  (which  was  ten  miles 
distant).  Bat  befoi-e  he  got  there  the  enemy  had  set  tire  on  the  bridge: 
But  Capt  Wadsworth  got  over  and  beat  off  the  enemy,  i-ecovering  a  gar- 
rison house,  thiat  stood  near  another  bridge,  belonging  to  Cyprian  Stevens, 
arid  so  through  God's  favor  prevented  the  enemy  from  cutting  otf  tlic  gar- 
rison, God  strangely  preserving  that  Irandful  v.dth  Capt  Wadsworth, 
for  tne  enemy  v;ere  nunrerous,  about  four  hun.dred.  and  lay  in  ambus'unent 
for  him  on  the  common  road,  but  his  guides  conducted  him  in  a  private 
wa}-  a;id  so  they  got  safe  to  C}-[)rian  Stevens,  his  garrison  as  above  men- 
tioned.  Ikit  the  enemy  had  taken  and  burnt  another  garrison  house  very 
near  tiie  other  only  a  bridge  and  a  little  ground'  parting  tiiem.    This  house 
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burnt  was  the  minister's  house  Mr  RoJandson  wherein  were  shihi  and 
taken  captive  about  forty  persons,  the  minister's  wife  and  children  amongst 
theni. 

[Danip'.  Gookin's  History  of  the  Praying  Indians.] 

Tiie  narrative  of  Mrs.  Rowlaiicison,  a  suPierer  in  the 
tragedy,  is  a  source  of  much  of  our  knowledge  oi  the 
horrors  of  that  day-  For  two  hundred  years  her  little 
book  lias  kept  iiold  upon  popular  favor,  and  twenty  or  more 
editions  teslif\'  the  public  appreciation  of  its  simple  elo- 
quence. It  need  not  be  quoted  here.  Other  briefer 
contemporary  records  of  the  massacre  are  : 

I.  AVilliam  Ilubbctrd's,  in  ''A  Narrative  of  the  Indian 
Wars  in  New  England,"  1677. 

About  the  10^'"  of  February  after,  some  hundreds  of  the  Indians, 
whether  Nipnets  or  Nasliaway  men  is  uncertain,  belonging  to  liim  they 
call  Sa--arnore  Sam,  and  possibly  son^ie  of  the  stoutest  of  the  Narrhagan- 
sets  that  had  esca[)ed  the  winter  brunt,  fell  upon  Lancaster,  a  small  village, 
of  about  fifty  or  ^'ix^y  families,  and  did  much  mischief,  burning  most  of 
the  houses  tliat  were  not  garrisoned  :  And  which  is  most  sad  and  awful 
to  consider,  the  house  of  Mr  Rowlauvdson,  minister  of  the  said  Lancaster, 
which  was  garrisoned  with  a  comipetent  number  of  the  inliabitarits  :  yet 
the  fortifications  of  the  house  being  on  the  back  side  closed  up  with  fire 
wood,  the  Indians  got  so  near  as  to  fire  a  leanter,  which  burning  the  house 
inamecliately  to  the  gi'ouud,  all  the  persons  therein  were  put  to  the  hani 
choice,  either  to  perish  by  the  flames,  with  the  house,  or  to  yield  them- 
selves into  the  hands  (>[  those  cruel  savages,  which  last  (considering  that 
a  hiving  dog  is  better  than  a  dead  lion)  ihey  chose,  and  so  were  forty-two 
persons  surprised  by  the  Indians,  above  tv/enty  of  the  won-ien  and  children 
they  carried  away  captive,  a  rueful  spectacle  to  behold  ;  the  rest  being  men, 
they  kilied  in  tlie  place,  or  reserved  ibr  fmaher  misery  :  And  n^anv  that 
v-ere  not  slain  in.  fighting,  v/ere  killed  in  attempting  to  escape.  The  niinistcr 
himself  was  o-ea^ionaily  abscut,  to  seek  help  from  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil to  defend  tlie  place,  who  rettirning,  was  entertained  with  the  tragical 
news  of  Ids  wife  and  cinldren  surprised,  and  being  carried  away  by  the 
enemy,  and  his  hiouse  turned  into  ashes,  yet  it  pleased  God  so  to  uphold 
his  hra:  l,  comforting  himself  in  his  God,  as  David  at  Zikiag,  that  he 
Wivei.-I  iilways  -.a)-,  he  believed  he  would  see  his  v/ife  and  children  agaiti, 
which  did  in  hhi:  manner  soon  come  to  pass  within  five  o\  six  months  af- 
ter; alL  save  the  you.ngest,  which  being  wounded  at  the  first,  died  soon 
after  among  tlic  Indians. 


Massachusetts.  1643- 1725. 


And  <^i;ch  v/a?  the  goooness  of  God  to  those  poor  capiive  woreon  and 
cliildrcp,  tlK:t  they  found  so  much  favor  in  the  sight  of  their  enemies,  that 
they  orfcred  no  wrong  to  nny  of  their  persons,  sa\'e  what  they  could  not 
help,  being  in  n-any  -.vants  themselves.  Neither  did  they  offer  any  uncivil 
carriage  to  any  of  the  females,  nor  ever  attempted  the  chastity  of  any  of 
thcui,  eiiher  being  resiiainecl  of  God.  as  was  Abimeleck  of  old,  or  hv 
some  other  accidental  cause  which  withheld  uhera  from  douig  any  wrong  in 
that  kind. 

upoji  the  report  of  this  disaster,  Capt.  Wadsworth,  then  at  Marlborough, 
v/ilh  about  forty  resolute  men,  adventuring  the  rescuing  of  tiie  town  that 
was  rernainine::  And  having  recovered  a  bridge,  they  got  over  safe, 
though  rhe  plariks  were  pulled  off  by  the  enemy,  and  being  led  up  in  a 
way  not  discovered  by  them,  they  forced  tlie  Indians  for  the  present  to 
quit  the  place,  after  they  had  burnt  and  destroyed  the  better  haU'  of  it. 
Vet  afterwards  it  not  being  jiKk^ed  tenable,  it  was  abandoned  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  insulting  foe, 

2.  A  letler  vvritten  February  loth,  1675-6,  by  Thomas 
Flinkley,  then  in  Bosbon,  to  his  wife  ;  printed  in  the  appen- 
dix, page  436,  to  Nathaniel  Morton's  ''New  England's 
Menioricil,"  edition  oi'  1826. 

Bear  Heart 

S'n\Q(^  my  last  inclosed  which  I  broke  up  to  signify  to  t'lee,  not 
to  e.\i>ecL  my  coming  home  this  week,  Jol)  tlie  other  Indian  spy,  sent  out 
as  I  liave  before  said,  is  last  night  returned  to  Capt.  Gookins  &  informs, 
that  the  Xarra'.^ansets  are  got  to  the  (Aiabaug  Indians  four  hundred  of 
them  &  three  hundred  of  the  others  as  I  mentioned  heretofore  informs 
thai  six  of  Ean'ies  his  clnldren,  the  owner  of  the  house  burnt  at  Sudbury 
of  which  before,  are  with  the  Indians,  and  the  Indians  intend  marching 
this  day  th.ree  Imndred  of  them  to  tall  upon  Lancaster  alias  Nashaway. 
Post  veas  sent  !}y  Capt.  Gookin  and  Air  Danforth  last  night,  midnight  for 
eighty  troopers  &  forty  foot  thereabout  &  at  Marlborough  to  hasten  to 
Lancaster  for  their  relief,  but  whether  they  came  time  enough  is  not  yet 
known.  A  post  came  thence  today  to  inform,  a  great  many  Indians  veere 
at  LatiCaster  bridge  :  and  the  smoiee  of  some  houses  tned  there  appeared 
to  him  as  he- came.    The  good  Lord  fit  us  for  his  pleasure. 

3.  A  True  Account  of  the  most  Considerable  Occur- 
ences that  have  happened  in  the  Warre  i^etween  the  EngHsh 
and  the  Indians  in  New  England.    I.rondon  1676. 
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I04  AiNNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 

the  Enemy  ^•isilt■d  its,  and  asscUilted  Lancasler,  a  .-ir..iil  Town, 
in  which  the  IriJi-ibilants,  having  retired  into  some  fortified  liouses  and 
deserted  the  lle-st,  the  Indians  burnt  tiio.se,  and  assaulted  tlie  Garrisoned 
Mouses,  hvA  V  ere  not  able  to  carry  any  of  tiiern  but  one,  'vberein  were  42 
Persons  12  rnen,  the  Rest  Women  and  ch.ildreii  of  wliom  they  slew  several, 
and  carried  the  Rest  Prisoners:  The  Ilouse  was  the  Ministers,  one  Mr 
Rowlandson,  whose  Wife  and  Clhldren  tliey  carried  Captive  (which  are 

since  returned  to  us)  on  the  f  P'-  of  Ma}'  two  of  our  Capti'ves 

were  returned  by  Ransom  from  the  Indians  who  had  been  taken  at  the 
Destruction  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster:  the  one  of  them  the  Sister  of  the 
Wife  of  .Mr  Rowlandson  IMinister  of  the  Place:  and  another  Woman 
taken  out  of  the  same  House  ......  About  tlie  time  of  that  T'nnnks- 

givin.':;  tlie  Son  and  Daugpjter  of  that  v/ortliy  Minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  Mr 
Rowlandson,  vvho  had  been  Captives  since  the  Earning  of  Lancaster  were 
returned  b}'  R_ansorii.  She  vv-andered  with  an  Indian  Worpan  from  the 
Rest  of  thie  Indian  Company  (b)'  whom  she  had  been  detained)  tiiree 
Days  iu  the  Woods,  having  Nothing  to  eat  all  that  time  but  green  Hurtle- 
berries :  ^v•ith  which  she  was  sustained  till  she  and  the  Woiiian  arrived  at 
GUI  English  Town  of  Providence,  and  so  got  Home.  .  .  . 

4.  News  from  New  England  being  a  True  and  last  Ac- 
count of  the  present  Bloody  Wars,  &c.    London  1676. 

 in  a  7'own  called  Nashaway  which  they  set  Fire  to,  and  burnt 

to  the  Giound,  takirjg  no  less  than  55  Persons  into  their  Merciless  Cap- 
tivity. ....  of  t]re;^e  55  Captives,  the  Minister  of  the  Towns  Relations 
made  no  less  tlian  17  of  them:  viz,  Mrs  Rowlandson  the  ?»Iinisiers  Wife, 
and  three  of  his  Children,  her  Sister  \_Elizabeth  Kerley']  and  seaven  Chil- 
dren, and  her  Sister  Drew  yHaniiali  DivoW]  and  four  Children.  .   .  . 

Another  pamphlet  published  in  London  late  in  the  same 
year,  entitled  ''A  new  and  further  Narrative  of  the  State  of 
Ne\N-  England,"  copies  its  facts  from  tlie  preceding. 

A   List  of   the  Casualties  Fp:by  io  1675.  CoAn^tLED   from  all 

KNOWN    SOURCES    OF  INFORMATION. 

Killtd  in  RoiuhDidsGn  Garrison. 

Ensign  John  Divoll. 

Jnsiah  Divoll,  son  of  John,  aged  7. 

Daniel  Gains. 

Abraham  Josiin,  aged  26, 

John  Mac  Loud. 

Thomas  Rowlandson,  nephew  of  the  minister,  aged  19. 
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John  Kettle,  aged  36. 

'John  Kettle,  jr.  '. :  > 

Joseph  Jveiiie,  son  of  John,  aged  10, 
Mrj  V.\\y?.\  Lib  Ker]';}-.  wife  of  KieuL  iiei;rv. 
Wiiliam  Kerley,  sou  of  Kieut  Henry,  aged  17. 
Joseph  Kerley,  do.,  ^.ged  7. 

Mrs  Prisciila  Roper,  wife  of  Ephraim. 
Priscilia,  child  of  Ephraim,  aged  3. 

H 

Carried  Captive  from  Ro'iulaiidsnn  Garrison. 

Mr.s  Mary  Rov/landson,  wife  of  the  ir.iriister,  ransomed. 
Mary  Rowlandson,  daughter  of  t'le  iriinister,  aged  !o,  ransomed. 
Sarah  Rowlaudson,       do.,  aged  6,  wouaded  &  died  Feb  iS. 

Joseph  Roivlandson,  son  of  tfje  minister,  aged  13,  ransoJned. 
Mrs  IJannah  Divoil,  wife  of  Ensign  John,  ransomed. 
John  Divoll,  son  of  Ensign  John,  aged  12,  died  captive? 
William  Divol!,  do.,  aged  4,  ransomed. 

Hannali  Divoll,  daugliter  of  do,  aged  c;,  died  captive?  ■  . 

Mrs  Aim  Jcslin,  wife  of  Abraliam,  killed  in  captivity. 
Beatrice  Joslin,  daughter  of  Abraliam,  do. 
Joseph  joslin,  brother  of  Abrahan),  aged  16. 
'.  Henry  Kerley,  son  of  Lieut  Henry,  aged  18. 

Hannah  Kerley,  daughter  of  do.,     aged  13.  •  . 

Mary  Keriey,  do.,  ^.g&d  10.  , 

Martha  Kerley,  do.,  aged  4. 

A  child  Kerley,  name     age  ujiknown. 

Mrs  Elizabeth  Kettle,  wife  of  John,  ransomed. 

Sarah  Kettle,  daughter  of  John,  aged  14  escaped. 

Jonathan  Kettle,  son  of  John,  aged  5. 

A  child  Kettle,  daugliter  do.  20 
Ephraim  Roper  alone  escaped  during  the  assault.  i 

35 

MtwS.  Rovvlandson  writes  :  "Of  thiriv-sevcn  persons  who 
were  in  this  one  house,  none  escaped  either  present  death  or 
a  bitter  captivity  save  only  one."  Most  authorities  arc  unit- 
ed, however,  in  stadng  the  number  of  th.e  garrison  as  42. 
Seven  persons  are  therefore  unaccounted  for  in  above  list. 

Killed  (r.itsidc  of  Roii'la-ddsoH-  Garrison,  being  all  of  Soul li  Lancaster. 
John  Ball. 

.Mrs  Elizabeth  Ball.  Vvife  of  John. 
An  infant  child  of  folm  Ball. 
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Jonas  Fairbank. 

Joshua  Fairbcirik,  soa  of  Jonas,  aged  15. 

Ephraii'i  Sawyer,  aged  26.  ■..  ' 

Henry  Farrar. 

Ricliard  Wheeler.  ; 
A  uiau  luennoned  by  Mrs  Rovviandson,  but  uol  nanied.  9 

Captive. 

Two  of  John  JialFs  family  fiames  unknown.  .  2 

I'lie  whole  niiinber  of  casualties  being"  55,  nine  remain 
not  ascertained.  A  soldier  from  'Watertown  a5j;ed  20, 
named  George  Harrington,  ^vas  killed  near  Prescott's  .Mills 
a  few  days  after  the -massacre,  and  John  Roper  was  killed 
the  dav  tlie  town  was  fmali}-  abandoned  b}^  all  its  inhabi- 
tants, March  26,  1676. 

A  special  session  of  the  General  Ci,>urt  was  called  by 
Governor  Leverett,  Feb.  21,  and  among  the  orders  passed 
were  these  : 

It  is  ordered,  on  request  of  Ca])t.  Sc}H,  that  the  corailtee  for  the  v.arr 
doe  forthw*''  send  twenty  poua^ls  of  tobacco  &  three  gallons  of  run-c  for 
the  supply  of  the  company  that  riow  resides  at  Lancaster. 

[ M assachu setts  Reco rds.] 

25*^'  February  Mr  RouHson  not  beirtg  disposed  to  accept  of  the  motion 
-of  y-  Comt  to  gv)e  oiit  w'''  the  forces  as  preaciK-r,  it  is  ordered,  that  Mr 

Samuel  Noueh  be  intreated  to  goe  vpon  that  serv  ice  

[Massachuseas  Rfcords.] 

So  great  was  the  terror  inspired  throughout  tlie  Bay 
towns  by  llie  cpiick  succeeding  Indian  raids  of  this  period, 
that  it  was  seriously  proposed  to  abandon  and  fence-  out 
Lanca.ster.  Grutaui  and  otlier  oudying  towns  by  a  sU'ckade 
eight  it-el  Ingh  andtwel\"e  miles  in  length,  from  Watertown 
t.)  Wamesit.  \^.\fass.  ArcJuvcs,  lxviii,  174.]  Three  pounds 
per  h'aa.d  b'-'Unty  \vas  voted  bv  Gi-nt-'ral  Court  for  tlie  killing 
or  capturing  oi  ''sculkip.g  Indians,"  and  the  following  is 
found,  crossed,  in  Massachusetts  Archives,  lxix,  43  : 
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August  12  1676.  Thf;  Council'  floSh  herel>}'  declare  that  if  any  person 
or  persons  \\:>lunteer.s  of  this  Colony  shall  bring  in  y'^^  body  of  Philip 
sachem  dead  or  alive  they  shai!  haue  for  y  reward  50/ 

&  for  Sam  Sacli-ni  of  Lanchastcr         •  20? 

&  for  J  no  [A/o/:oco']  of  Lani:haster  10^^ 

To  the  Hoao^'^  Gcvcyjior. 

The  Information  of  Hugh  Clarke  Sheweth.  That  hee  being  the 
last  weekc  vpon  the  Scout  w-''-  Capt.  Gibbs,  through  the  woods  about  Lan- 
caster, Concord,  Sudburj-  &c,  they  found  seuerall  liouses  deserted,  hauing 
corn  in  them  &  Cattle  about  them  belonging  to  the  late  Inhabitants  thereof 
who  for  feare  left  iiieirc  i^cibilations,  wee  brought  in  about  thirty  fhve  head 
of  Cattle  into  Concoi'd  v/lsich  wee  fou.nde,  left  about  60  busliells  of  corn 
in  one  house  :  So  tlrat  the  Enemy  haue  a  very  great  advantage,  in  recruit- 
ing theniselues  therel)\'  w'-''  provisic^ns  :  and  the  English  wilbee  exceedingly 
straicned  without  sooie  expedient  bee  founde  out  for  prevention  the)-eof  : 
by  drawing  in  the  corn  &  c^ittle  from  the  out  ffarnves  or  otherVvise  as  yd'' 
liono'  shall  thinke  meete 
fieby  23  1675  6 

In  another  liand,  in  the  margin  opposite  the  statement 
about  60  biksliells  of  corn,''  is  written,  in  Kettls  farnie'" — 
^'it  is  so  in  several  others.'" 

Ordered  by  the  Councill  that  the  Secretary  give  forth  warrants  to  the 
Constables  of  Coi-cord  &  Sudbury  rcquiririg  them  f^rthw^'^  to  impresse  8 
carts  in  each  To\s'n  for  the  bringing  down  of  tlie  goods  of  suci)  pei  sons  of 
Lancaster  as  being  bereaved  by  the  late  hand  of  god  are  disenabled  from 
continuing  there  w^''  carts  shall  be  delivered  to  Ralph  Moughton  &  Dea- 
con Sumner  of  Lancaster  to  be  implod  ed  as  above 
'  24  feb  1675.    P^^t-  P  Couiicill  IC.  R.  S. 

[Massacihrisetis  Arcivlves,  LXViil,  142.] 

To  the  Hone^'-^-  Governor  and  Counsdl 

The  humble  petition  of  the  poor  destressed  people  of  Lancaster, 
humbley  sheweth,  that  sence  tlie  enem}'  mad  such  sad  &  dismall  hauocke 
amongst  our  deare  ffreinds  xl"  Iketheren,  &  we  th;it  are  left  who  Ikujc  our 
Liues  for  a  prey  sadly  seacable  of  Gods  Judgni'^-^  upon  us,  this  with  the 
destresse  we  are  now  in  dus  embohlen  us  to  present  our  humble  Requests 
to  yo""  Honors,  hoping  our  Condisions  may  be  considered  by  you  (>c  our 
Requests  find  e';e[")tanre  with  you,  our  stat  is  ver}"  deplorable,  in  our  Inca- 
pasity  to  subsist,  as  to  Remoue  away  we  can  not,  tb.e  enemy  has  so  Incom- 
pased  us,  otherwise  for  want  of  help  our  catle  being  the  most  of  them 
caried  av.-ay  by  the  barberouss  heathen,  &  to  stay  disinabled  for  want  of 
food,  Itie  Towns  people  are  Genially  goo  who  felt  the  Judgm-  but  light, 
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&  had  theyr  catle  left  t'lem  with  iheyr  estals,  but  we  many  of  u;;  hcare 
in  tliis  pjison.  i^in.uv:  not  bread  to  last  us  on  mont^th  &  our  other  provision 
spent  goM,  for  the  genrallyty,  our  To^vn  is  drawn  into  nvo  (.iarisons 
vvherin  arc  l;y  ibc  Good  favVrjrs  of  yo''  Hon-'-  eighteen  souiders,  vddch  we 
gladly  rnayutayn  soe  long  as  any  thing  iasts^  o-  if  vo''  Honors  sluoidd  call 
them  of,  we  are  j^earlaynly  a  bayt  for  the  eiien-iy  if  God  do  not  wonderfully 
prevent,  therefore  we  hop  as  God<  has  u'lad  you  fathers  ouer  us  so  you  will 
haue  a  fathei  s  pitty  to  us  &  e>:tend  your  care  ouer  us  who  are  yo-  poor 
destressed  subjects.  We  a^e  scrowful  to  Leauc  the  place,  but  hop'esse  to 
keep  it  unlcsse  mayntayned  by  th.e  Cunlrey.  it  troubles  our  sperits  to  giue 
any  jncuridgm'  to  the  enemy,  or  leaue  any  thing  for  them  to  proniot  their 
wicked  dcsigne,  yet  better  saue  our  Liues  then  lose  Life  &  Estat  both,  we 
are  in  danger  enienent,  tlie  enemy  Icying  Aboue  us,  nay  on  both  sids  of 
us,  as  du.s  playingly  Apeare.  our  wornens  cris  dus  dayly  Increase  beand 
cxpresiou  which  dus  not  ordy  fill  our  ears  but  our  hearts  full  of  Greefe, 
\yhich  makes  us  humbly  Requtst  yo'  Hon'''  to  send  a  (xard  of  men  6c  tliat 
if  you  please  so  comand  Vv'e  may  haue  Carts  About  fourteen  wili  Remoue 
the  whool  c!ght  of  which  has  been  presed  long  at  Sudburry  but  nevr  cau'e 
for  wani  of  ;i  su)all  gard  of  men,  the  whooli  tlv.it  is,  all  that  are  in  the  on 
Garison,  Kept  in  Major  Willards  house,  which  is  all  from  yo''  Hon'"  most 
hmrible  servants  &  supb/ants.  Jacob  ffarrar 

Lancasf  March  i  r]'  i6l|  John  Holtghton  Sen'' 

John  Moore 
John  Wiiittcomb 
Job  Whittcomb 
Jonathan  WnmcoMB 
John  Houghton  Juu'" 
Cyfrtan  Steevens 
The  other  on  Garison  are  in  the  like  destresse  &  soe  humbley  desire 
yo""  like  [litly  &  tiatherly  car,  haueing  widows  &  many  ffatheiiesse  chilldren. 
the  Nim'ib^  of  Carts  to  Carey  away  this  garison  is  twenty  Carts< 
Yo''  Hon'''^  Humble  pettisioners. 

John  Prescott  Sen'' 
Tho.  Sawver  Sen' 
Tho.  Sawyer  Jun'' 
Jonathan  Prescott 
Tho  Willder 
John  Willdkr 
Sarah  Wheeler  wid 
W'IDOW  efakbaxks 
John  Rigby 
Nathaniell  Wu.der 
^  John  Roofer 
Wh^ow  Roofer 

[MabS,i,chu-3Citb  Archiv'ts,  LXVIH.  156.] 
!      v  ho'c  I'j  in  th:--.  handwriting  of  Cypnnn  Siecvcui, 
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A  short  naratiun  of  wlial  T  haue  aU-ruJed  vnto  by  the  couti'-iil  of  bt^: 
since  I  went  to  ivleiue  Groatten  the  ?i:  f:  i|.  I  v^'eut  to  Concord,.^ 
dev'ded  the  troope  coiViniitted  vnto  me  from  JCsex  &  NorthfoJke,  inio  three 
.     -ne  to  :]>c  c:i;ts,  prc^-d  f>-om  Sudl-iTV,  nne  pt.  for  the  ca^-ts 

piest'd  from  Concord,  both  to  Lancaster,  &.  one  pt  for  the  carts  th,.\l  \v.:jit. 
fj-om  Churlcstov/ne  \Vattei  towne,  Uuit  v,-ent  voUijI;?:  or  wear  hiered, 
when  I  liad  sent  {he pi  1o  thcr  scuerall  piaceses  I  came  downe,  behic^c  the 
22  :  i  :  75^  :  «S:  went  to  Concord  tiiC  25  ;  i  :  ^  |  when  1  came  ther,  I  inquiered 
how  it  was  Vv'ith  Lancaster,  tlie  answer  was  the}' w^rare  iti  distrese,  I  psent!\' 
sou  40  horse  thei\T  to  fetch  away  corvje,  S:  I  went  that  night  to  Chicllrns- 
foord  to  se  how  it  was  with  thens,  they  Con-'pla yned,  Billeril-ye  Bridge 
stood  ill  crrcat  need  of  being  fortified,  i  ordered  that  to  be  don,  allso 
they  tohd  me,  l/uit  the  Lidians  made  two  great  rafts  of  boords  &  ra}les, 
that  they  hud  gott  that  lave  at  tlie  oilier  syd  of  the  Riuors.  1  ordered.  20 
suulidiers  to  go  oner  take  them,  ce  tourne  them  downe  ihe  Riuer  or  i^re- 
serue  them,  as  they  se  cause,  the  27  of  this  Instant  I  went  (rona  Chelhais- 
foord  to  Concoi'd  agayiie,  wdien  I  came  ther,  the  tioopers  that  I  sent  to 
Lancaster  last,  had  bioght  awaye  all  the  people  iher  but  had  left  about  50 
bushch?  of  wheat  &  Indian  come.  Yesterdayc  1  sent  40  horses  or  rnor  to 
fetch  it  awaye,  &  came  dowi;e  from  Cxtncord,  this  d<!yc  5  expectt  they 
will  be  at  Concord.  Some  of  the  troope  I  relesed  when  ^hls  last  worke  was 
dun,  the  other  I  left  order  to  scout  ahead  vntil!  they  heei  h-ome  n-ie  agavne. 
I  thought  it  not  meet  t<a  relese  more,  when  we  stand  in  need  of  men.  n-)}' 
desier  is  to  know  what  I  shall  do  herin.  Concord  v^:  Chelhnsfoord  looke 
euery  daye  to  be  nered,  &  '.sold  haue  m.ore  men  but  know  not  how  to 
keepe  them  nor  paye  tlieui. 

Your  humbl  servant 
29 :  1 :  76.  •  Simon  Willard 

The  above  letier  ha-^  ]-,ee;-,  printed  in  the  "Wi'.iard  Mcraoir,"  bui  in  modern  spelling. 
Tlie  oriijinsi  is  in  Massac.l;u.-.etis  Archive^;,  l.xvni,  i36. 

1676,  April  25.    Major  Wiilard  dyes  at  Charleston,  bn'-yed  27'.*^ 

[Diary  ol  haniuci  .Sewa'i,  i.  12.'] 

1676.  RANSOMING  THE  CAPTIVES. 

Mr  Rowlaridson  minister  of  Lancaster  (a  pious  and  good  man)  having 
his  wife,  children  tV.  several  friends  in  Captivity  among  the  enemv  .... 
himself  and  several  otlier  ministers  in  liis  behalf  inid  some  time  since  pe- 
titioried  the  Council  to  use  vvi;at  means  they  could  for  the  redemption  of 
his  wife  &c.  Whicli  the  Council  consented  to  and  in  parsnatKe  iheret.^!' 
ordered  Major  Gookla  to  endeavour  to  procure  at  Deer  Island  one  or  two 
Indians  that  for  a  reward  might  adventure  to  go  with,  a  message  to  tlie 
enemy  to  olTer  for  the  redemption  of  our  capti'>es,  particularly  Mrs  Rou- 
landson.    But  although  ihe  Major  went  to  the  LsLand  and.  did  his  uimosl 


no 


endeavours  to  procvr.e  an  I;;diaii  to  adventure  upon  this  service  at  that 
time  yet  couki  not  prevail  vvitli  any;  so  tlic  matter  lay  dorniant  a  good 
space  of  tirne.  Wiii  on  tlie  23''  of  i\!arcii  some  friends  advised  ?Jr  Kow- 
landsoa  to  ma,ke  another  ]-ctit;on  to  revive  the  former  motion  ;  vvhicli  he 
did  that  day.  Tlse  Councii  declared  themselves  ready  to  promote  it  and 
send  a  message  if  any  could  be  procured.  Major  Gookin  who  stir'-ed  up 
Mr  Ro'wlandson  licrennto  was  inforn:)ed  that  one  of  tlie  Indians  lately 
brought  dovv'n  from  Concord  named  Tom  Dublct  alias  Nepponet  had 
sorne  inclination  to  run  that  adventure;  of  which  the  Major  informing  the 
Council  they  ordered  Capt  Ilinchnian  to  treat  and  agree  with  him  v<]iich  he 
accordingly  did  and  brought  him  up  from  Deer  Lsland  some  few  days  after; 
and  he  vvas  sent  to  ^Lijor  Gookins  at  Carnbiidge,  where  he  was  according 
to  the  order  of  the  Council,  fitted  and  furnished  for  this  enterprise;  aad 
had  a  letter  from  the  Council  to  the  enemy  concerning  the  redemption  of 
tl-.e  Captives,  and  upon  Monday  April  3'-^  he  was  sent  away  from  Cambridge 
upon  his  jouriiey,  and  he  did  effect  it  with  care  and  prudence  and  ret-arned 
again  upon  the  13-''  of  April  v.nth  this  ansv/er  in  writing  from  the  encm.y, 
[I)aniei  Ciookin's  History  of  the  Praying  Indians.] 

Ldier  scut  by  Tom  Diihidt.  For  the  Indian  Sagamores  &  people  that 
are  in  wai-re  against  us.  Intelligence  is  come  to  us  that  you  have  some 
Englisl),  especially  women  and  children  in  Captivity  among  }ou.  We 
have  tliCrefore  sent  the  n^.essenger  otfering  to  redeem  them  either  for  pay- 
ment in  goods  or  wampum  or  by  exchange  of  prisoners.  We  desire  yo\n- 
answer  by  this  our  messenger  what  price  you  demand  for  every  man  won\an 
and  child,  or  if  you  v.dll  exciiange  for  Indians.  If  you  have  any  among 
you  that  can  write  youransv/er  to  this  our  message,  we  desire  it  in  writing  ; 
and  TO  that  end  have  sent,  paper  pen  and  incke  by  the  messenger.  If  vou 
lett  our  messenger  have  free  accesse  to  you,  freedome  of  a  safe  retarne,  we 
arc  willing  to  doe  the  like  by  any  messenger  of  yours,  provided  he  come 
unarmed,  and  carry  a  \'.hite  flag  upon  a  staffe,  visible  to  be  scene,  which 
v.-e  take  as  a  flag  of  truce,  and  is  used  by  civilized  nations  in  time  of  warre, 
wi)en  any  messengers  are  sent  in  a  way  of  treaty,  which  v<e  have  done  by 
our  n-iessenger.    In  testimon}'  whereof  1  have  set  my  hand  seal. 

John  Lever ett  Cov^ 

Boston  31  Marcii  1676.    Passed  by  the  Council 

Edward  Rawson  Secy 

[  Massachi'setts  Records.] 

.  Ans:vi.r  brou.dni  hack  April  12.  We  now  giue  answer  by  tliis  one  man, 
but  if  you  like  my  answer  send  one  more  man  besides  this  one  Tom  Nep- 
ariel;,  and  send  witii  all  true  heart  and  wiih  all  your  m.ind  by  two  men, 
because  you  know  and  we  know  your  heart  great  sorrowful  v.dth  crying  for 
your  lost  many  many  hundred  men  and  ah  your  house  and  all  your  land, 
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and  woman,  child  and  cattle,  as  all  3'our  tiling  that  you  ]:iave  lost  and 
oii  your  backside  stand. 

SAjf  Scihcni 

K.i:'jQi;i'^  i:nd  Peter  jKTni^o 

OuANOHiT  Scca}?'ore  Scribe 
Mr  Ro\\la:id.son,  your  wife  and  al!  your  ch'ld  is  well  but  one  dye.  )-our 
sifter  is  well  and  her  3  child,    John  Kettel  your  wife  and  all  your  child  is 
all  well,  and  all  them  prisoners  taken  at  Nasliua  is  all  v.  ell. 
Mr  Roiandson  se  your  louing  Sister  his  hand  C  Hanah 
And  old  Keite]  wif  his  hand  f 

Brother  Kowlaadson,  pray  send  thre  pounds  of  Tobacco  for  me  if  you 
can,  \x\\  louing  husband  pra\'  send  thre  pound  of  tobacco  for  nie, 
This  writing  by  your  enenries 

Samuel  Uskattuhgun  and 
GuNKASHiT.  Ploo  Didiuti  Saga>nores 

This  iCttPr  is  printed  in  S',  G.  Drakes'  "  Biography  and  History  of  the  Indians  of 
North  Anv^rica."    The  oriijirial  lia?  not  L)een  discovert;d. 

Mr.  K  owlandsoii  had  meantime  interested  Mr.  John 
Hoar  of  Concord  in  his  behalt',  a  man  who  had  won  to 
himself  t'ne  entire  conlldence  of  the  Indians,  b}^  deserving- 
it.  His  friendly  and  brave  interposition  perhaps  availed 
niore  towards  the  recovery  of  the  captives  than  all  the 
colon}''s  power  or  the  o-o\  ernor's  diplomacy.  Tom  Dublett, 
alias  Nepanet  or  Nepenomp,  was  again  sent,  and  Vvith 
him  Peter  Tatatiqiiinea,  alias  Conway,  witli  a  letter  from, 
the  Cotmcil  of  which  no  copy  is  found.  Thev  brought 
back  27,  2'"'  1676,  a  second  re])lv  from  the  chiefs,  written 
by  James  Printer,  an  Indian  who  had  passed  sixteen  years 
apprenticeship  in  Samuel  Green's  printing  office  in  Cam- 
bridge. Thr^  original  is  in  the  Massacliusetts  Archives, 
Hutchinson  Papers,  11,  2S2. 

ffor  ike  Cover )!or  and  t/ie  Coinicil  at  Bosfoji. 

The  Indians.  Tom  Xepennomp  and  Peter  Tatatiqunea  hath 
brouglit  us  letter  from  }ou  al)out  the  English  Captives,  especially  lor  Mrs 
Kolanson ;  the  answer  is  1  am  sorrow  that  I  liaue  don  much  wrong  to  you 
and  yet  I  say  the  falte  is  la)'  upon  you,  for  when  we  began  quarel  at 
lirst  with  i'limouLh  men  I  did  not  think  that  }  cu  should  haue  so  much 
trul)Ie  as  now  is  :  thcretore  1  am  willing  to  hear  your  desire  about  tlie 
Capti'ves.    Therefore  v.e  clesire  you  to  senc  Mr  Rolanson  and  goodnaait 
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i  Kette] :  (for  tb.ei)"  wives)  and  (iiese  Indians  To\r]  and  Peter  to  redeem  their 

wives.  tlnc\-  sluili  come  a.nd  ^oc  ver\-  safel}-  :  W'liereupon  we  ask  Mrs 
Roianson.  bosv  ranch  your  Inisl^and  \vil]nig  to  giue  for  you  she  gaue  an 
answer  20  pound  in  g<5odos  but  John  Kitiels  wife  could  not  till,  and  the 
rest  captives  may  be  spoken  of  hereafter. 

In  Massachusetf-S  Arcliives,  XXK,  20X,  is  the  Council's  response. 

To'  tJie  //ufi'an  Sac/iems  aboui  IVachusets. 
X  Vv'e  recciued  vour  letter  by  Tom  and  Petei",  which  doth  not  answer  ours 

;  to  \'0U  :    i:!i:itl)cr  is   subscrjl.''ed  by   tiie   saciierns  nor  hath  it  any  date, 

:  vvliicii  we  know^  your  scribe    James  Printer  dotli  well  understand  should 

be.    wee  h.an.e  sent  tlie  s'-  Tom  &  Peter  againe  to  you  expecting  you 
[.  will  speedily  by  thern  giue  us  a  plaine  &  direct  answer  to  oiu"  last  letter, 

;  ai)d  if  }"i)U  bane  anx'tlung  more  to  propound  to  us  wee  desire  to  haue  it 

from  you  under  vour  liands,  by  these  our  messengers,  and  you  shall  liaue  a 
;  speedy  answer.    Dated  tlie  28*'',  April,  1676. 

iSIr,  I  Joar  acconinaiiied  theye  messengers,  bearing  tweiit}' 
pounds  in  money  and  goods  raised  by  several' Boston  gen- 
:  tlemen  for  the  ransom  of  Mrs.  Rowlandson.    May  2d,  his 

purpose  happily  elTected,  Mr.  Hoar  with  the  two  Nashobah 
messengers  brought  the  redeemed  captive  from  Wachusett 
to  Lancaster,  and  tlie  day  following  arrived  in  i^oston. 
Monday,  May  7,  Tom  Dublett  was  again  on  the  path  to 
Wachusett,  accomptmying  Mr.  Seth  Perry,  a  messenger 
with  v/ritten  instructions  tor  his  own  guidarice  and  the  fol~ 
lo\ving  letter  to  the  sacliems  : 

I  These  fu7-  the  saggai/wres  about  WaicJutscts,  Phillip,  Johfi,  Sam,  li'asha- 

\  ke?i,  Old  Oueen  eir-"  T'o})iho>ii, 

}  Wee  received  your  k-lter  by  John  Hoare,  w4;o  went  vp  to  vow  w'''  the 

I  njes^cngers,  Tom     Peetcr,  1.)eing  sent  to  yow  h-om       Roulandsun.  Our 

[  expectati.ui^  was.  that  yow  would  lett  vs  know  vpon  wiiat  condition  yow 

i  would  rultase  to  vs  ail  tlie  h'nglish  captiues  among  yow.    Our  rninde  is  not 

f  to  mak'.:  Ijargaine  w'''  yo'A  for  one  &  -one,  but  for  altogetlier.    \''nto  this, 

f  ,  which,  wa-  our  clicik-  ivvjisaes,  yow  send  vs  no'  answer,  which  wee  doe  not 

I  take  kb^dh  .  fur  this  way  -i)e!uis  n\uch  tiaie.    In  your  letter  to  vs  yow  say 

\  yo-.--  (b.,iic  not  10  be  hindrt:d  by  our  men  in  your  planting,  pmising  not  to 

\  ^'-^  tlaniHgo  to  our  louncs.    This  is  a  great  matter,  and  therefore  cannot 

\  he  ended  by  letters,  withuut  spoaking  one  w'-  anotlier;  we  haue  therefore 

:  sent  to  yo\N  once  m^jrc,  to  lett  vow  know  our  minds  w^'^-  all  speed.    If  yow 
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win.  sciv:]  \y  liome  all  tl:e  I'li'^'ish  prisoners,  it  will  be  a  great  testin-iony  of 
a  true;  h  r.rrl  in  yow  to  pc::.ce.  which  vow  sav  yow  arc  willing-  to  haiie  ;  and 
llitfji.  !i  an;,  of  your  sac ii eras  and  Councdlors  will  come  to  vs  at  IJoston,  or 
els  to  C^ncoru  or  Sv.cn.;rrv.  'o  m*  t*t  wIlIi  *'.«ich  cl'-eUc  men  as  v. ce  sh  il'  ^-.onc], 
wee  will  speak  w'-'-  }ow  ahoitt  your  desires,  and  with  true  heart  deale  w^'' 
\'ow.  Thi'^  >A'av  is  the  hr^t  \vp,v  :  tl^erck)re  sead  speedily'  to  V: .  vrhiih,  r  \"ow 
will  accept  it  or  no.  If  vow  \ nder.stand  'lot  our  tall  minde,  Selli  I'eri'y, 
whom  we  now  send  w'^  this  letter,  will  declare  it  more  i)lainel}'.  And  wee 
doe  liCicby  grant  &  promise,  that  all  such  as  yow  shall  imploy  In  a  treaty 
w'-''  vs  sIkiH  be  safe  vS.'  free  to  come  &  goe,  on  condiuon  tliat  ou.r  racssen- 
gei"s  also  sliailnc  safe  w'^-'-  yow 

I\lay  lise  5^'',  1676.  By  tlie  Court    Edward  Rawsox,  .SVe/v/ 

[MassaciiusetLs  Recordsd 

A  verb:il  message  scenis  to  have  been  returiied  appoint- 
iijg  a  ineetiiig',  and  Jonathan  Prescolt  was  sent  the  following 
Tliursdax',  \\  )ih  a  letter  of  elal)orate  instructior.s  for  liis  own 
condttct,  aiu'l  the  following  : 

2}}  tJie  Indian  sachems.  Yov/  know  vv-ee  sent  our  messengers  according 
to  )om-  desire,  and  wee  ver)'  true  h.eart,  but  yow  no  giue  vs  answer  in  writ- 
ing, b}'  our  i-'-'.esserigvrs.  as  yow  promise;  wee  now  send  these  our  men, 
Pectcr  {"iardiner  ,^1-  Jonathan  Prescott,  to  kiiovv  your  minde,  whether  yow 
v^'iliing  leti  vs  haue  our  weomen  ^S:  children  yow  liaue  captives  ;  and  if  \  ow 
haue  any  piX)pos3li  to  nrake  to  vs,  wee  willing  to  heare  yow;  and  if  yow 
come  your^elues,  wee  send  some  of  our  sachems  to  treat  \ow  at  Concord, 
or  some  othier  place  where  l:>est.  and  yow  haue  safe  conduct;  for  wee  very 
true  heart,  and  yow-  tell  \-our  people  so. 

By  tiie  Court  Enw  :  Kawson  Secret. 

[Mi-tisacinisetti  Records.] 

The  Story  of  this  meeting,  and  of  colonial  ingratitude  to 
a  faithftil  and  brave  copper-colored  Christian,  was  told 
eight  years  later  in  a  petition  found  in  Massachusetts 
Archives,  xxx,  279^ 

April}  the  second  1684.  Wheras  wee  Peeter  Gardner,  Daniel  Chamney, 
&  Jonathan  Prescot  were  Im.ployed  By  the  f  lono'ed  Council  sometime  in 
May  or  June  1777  [6]  to  2,oe  vp  among  the  enimy  Indians  th.at  then 
quartered  in  the  woods  Aboirt  Watch.uset  \\\  ordier  to  procure  the  deliuery 
of  IngUNU  captiues,  Wee  doe  Ctrtity  that  "rfiomas  IJui.'let  alius  iNepanet 
was  o'ur  interpreter  heiijer  in  tViat  AtTayre,  A'ad  thiat  hee  liad  beene  a 
jorney  before  that  tin\e  to  treat  v/'^'  tlK-  enimy  &:  had  [)rocured  them  to 
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meet  vs  abouc  tsventv  miles  from  tlier  q'.iarters,  for  the  sachems  met  vs 
betweru:  Coiieord  ..''v:  Groaten  ;  and  at  tiial  time  old  Goodman  Moii^e  of 
\Vate)-ion  v-as  dtiiiieted  to  vs  tS:  brought  home  &  haueing  i^y  oriier  paid 
■owes  pounds  lor  hi;,  ivuemplion  w*''  Thoroas  Nepanet  had  bari^ained  for 
in  his  fonaer  jorne)'.  And  we  further  say  y'  tlie  said  Tom  Nepanet  carried 
it  iaitiifully  in  liiat  matter  Deserues  satisfoction  for  his  Trnuille  &  Ad- 
ueuture  in  \^  dihcuit  lime  &  we  vndersland  hee  hath,  receiued  no  satis- 
faction for  that  seruice  hitherto,  therefore  wee  humble  conceue  the 
Hono'ed  Counciil  should  consider  liim  and  order  hinr  to  receue  thirty  or 
forty  shillings  for  thai  Hazardoes  seruice:  And  In  testim.ony  of  tlie 
Tiaitii  of  this  certificate  wee  wliose  names  are  aboue  exp^ssed  haue  h.ere- 
vnto  sett  C"  hands  the  day  6:  yeare  aboue  written.  To  bee  p'' sen tr-d  to  tire 
Honble  Gouernor  &  Counciil  of  the  Massacliusetts  Colony;  by  tlie  r^son 
concerned.  Jonathan  Pmescott 

At  a  Council  held  at  I'.oston  the  8'''  May  16S4  In  Answer  to  the  petition 
of  Tho.  Dulilctt  Indian  in  sattisfaction  for  Iris  pa}-nes  &  trauile  about  y*" 
procurm' of  Goodman  I\Ior.-.es  freedora  from  ye  Indians:  tis  ordered  tliat 
)■  'JTesurer  giue  him  two  Coates. 

past  E.  R.  S. 

Mr.  Jloar,  three  pouiids  ten  shillings  of  tiie  IMoney  ordered  you  from 
Mr  John  Hubberl  Must  l.)e  remitted  into  the.  hands  of  Jonathan  Prescot  to 
cornpleat  Payment  for  Goodwife  Divell  to  Indiatis. 

Boston  13  Ap.  1676.  Joseph  Dudley 

fiy  order  of  the  Conncill 

[Massachu.'ietts  Archives,  C,  iSQd 

In  a  letter  from  l^cv.  Thomas  Cobbct  of  Ipswich  to 
iMatfier.  called  ''New  England's  Deliverances,"  beincr  No, 
•76  of  the  Mather  Manuscripts  in  the  Prince  Library,  is 
.some  inforn^iation  respecting  the  Lancaster  captives  not 
elsewhere  to  be  found. 

 May  the  12'''  Goodwife  Diuens  [Z?/w//]  and  Goodwife  Ketle 

vpon  ransom  paid,  can-ic  in  to  Concord,  and  vpon  like  ransom  presentlv 
after  John  Moss  of  Grotoa  and  Lieftenant  Carlers  {_Kerley's''\  daughter 
vveie  set  at  liberty,  and  nine  more  without  ransom  

.  .  .  .Mr  Rovdirisor.s  daughter  was  brought  to  Seaconke  by  a  captiue 
squa,  tiiat  got  away  from  the  Indians,  and  got  home  after  Mr  Rowlinsons 
son  and  h's  sister  1  )iuens  \J)ivoll's\  daughter,  vpon  theyr  ransoms  paid, 
uere  bro\!ght  to  Maj. t  Waklreus.  And  about  July  i  P'^  Goodwiie  Kctles 
tdder  daughn.T.  af^oui  17  y  old,  got  away  from  the  Indians  to  Marlljorough 
brip.girig  her  liiile  sister  vpon  her  back  almost  starued  
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In  IMasyachusetts  Archives,  ].xx,  125,  a  petition  and  ac- 
companying papers  add  to  onr  knowledge  of  this  subject. 

71?  //i-:  /;  .  ;;■■  V,./  C,-;:        Co.'rr/  ;h>z.>  s:ffi;:r  at  boston  October  ye  j-^^,  i6S.|. 

th.e  huvnul  iK'tision  of  Onesiphoras  pa,£;'C  of  Salsl^ury  humb'y  Shewelh. 
Tiuit  \v])t.^!.i..s  abuui  tlit:  LuUer  end  ut  llie  Late  wan* with  the  Indians  several 
captives  wear  broT>;'ht  in  a'  Maj""  Waldroiis  &  Mr  Peter  Coftens,  among  w^'* 
wear  tiie  Sons  of  Air  Rolenson  ec  of  the  widow  Divel  .*  v/hich  2  Captives 
your  pef'sioncr  was  sent  to  re-deem,  by  the  widow  Wells  of  Salsbury  who 
was  sister  to  ?vlr  Rolenson :  &  when  yo^"  petison"  came  there  liie  Ransom  of 
Mr  Rolenson\s  son  was  pay^  l)y  tlie  GentlenK-n  of  tlve  place,  so  yo'"  pcti- 
oncr  had  onI\  to  do  with  the  otlier  (to  v/itt)  tlie  widow  divcls  son  :  for 
wiiose  Ranson'i  petioner  gaue  his  bill  of  four  pounds  to  .Mr  Coffen, 
afterwards  Mr  Rolenson  moued  the  Counsel!  about  it  who  wear  pleased  to 
vndcs'fake  die  priying  of  the  sd  hj^ur  pound  

.  Boston  2?-^  May  1677.  On  the  motion  &  Information  of  Mr  Rowlison 
tliat  Good':dic  dix'all's  son  \\:d\\  binn  redeemed  from  his  Capti\!Ly  for  v/hich 
fower  poi  nd,>  \>  ay  promissed  h\  Left.  Peter  Cotlyn  &bv  his  Agent  demanded 
ol  the  sa;. !:>  Cjoodwirc  Invab  ;  who  h.auitig  lost  hir  husl)and  it  three  ot  her 
children  :,d>eirig  \ cry  iO'\-  vmdrle  to  make  pa\-ment,  It  is  ordered  that 
if  the  sayd  lower  ikjijjuLs  be  net  already  oixlered  to  be  discharged  It  is  now 
ordered  that  Leii  i'eter  Cofiyn  p'lacing  the  sayd  sunie  on  the  conn  treys 
Account  and.  it  shall  be  allov/ed  him.    That  this  is  a  true  Copie, 

Attests       EnW'^  RavvSON  Secret y 

By  saniiTier  time  the  Sachems  were  pretty  thorouglily 
lunnblrd,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  letters  coming 
from  Shoslnmim,  alias  Sam,  the  cltieftain  of  Nashawa}^ 
whio  had  "insulted  o\'er  the  English,  and  said  if  the  Eng- 
lish would  nrst  begge  Peace  of  him,  he  would  let  them 
have  Peace,  but  that  he  would  never  iisk  it  of  them."  These 
letters  arc  printed  in  Samuel  G.  ]3rake's  "  Biograph.y  and 
history  of  the  Indians  of  North  America."  It  is  not  known 
where  the  originals  are. 

To  all  Engiis/ane)!  and  Indians,  all  of  y 021  hear  Mr  U/aban  Mr  Kliott. 

Julv  6  1676.  Mr  jolm  Leverett,  my  Lord,  -Mr  Walian,  and  all  the  cheif 
men  our  Lhethren  Pra\ing  to  Cod:  We  beseech  you  all  to  rwlp  us:  my 
vvife  sl'.e  is  but  one,  but  there  be  more  I^rlsoaers,  which,  we  pray  you  keep 
v/ell :  Mattamuck  his  wife  we  entreat  you  for  lier,  and  not  oneiy  th.'it  man, 
but  it  is  the  Request  of  two  Sach.ems,  Sam  Sachem  of  Weshakum.  and  the 
Pakashoag  Sachem.    And  tirat  tVirther  you  will  consider  about  tk.e  making 
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Peace :  We  haue  siwkcn  to  tlie  peoj^l'.  of  Nasholali  (viz  Tom  Dubler  and 
Peler)  that  we  would  a,i;ret  willi  >  uii  aiul  make  covenant  of  Peace  with 
you.  We  luuie  been  destroyed  hy  yow  souldiers.  but  stiil  we  Ivemeniber 
it  ;>o'»-  t.)  -  H  s!:i;  :  ,-|,_,  ..•!..•;{:,: 'ler  ii  .'i^a'n  :  we  do  e:irne«-tly  en  treat  yon . 
tliat  it  may  'Oe  so  l)y  je,-a\s  Christ.    O  let  it  be  so  :    Ameu  A.men. 

Mati-UIUCK  his  Mark  N  ,  ' 

Sam  Sachem  his  Mark  X 
Sim  OK  PoTTOQUAM  Scribe 
Upi'.an'IPpaquum  his  C 
Pakashokag  his  Mark  ^ 

My  Lord  Mr  Leveret  at  I^osion,  Mr  Waban,  Mr  Eliott,  Mr  Gookin, 
and  Council,  hear  yea.  I  went  to  Conneclicot  about  tlie  Captives,  that  I 
might  bring  them  into  your  hands,  and  when  we  were  almost  tliere  the 
iMiglish  liad  de-lroyed  those  Indians.  When  I  lieard  it  I  returned  back 
again :  then  when  1  came  home,  we  wei-e  also  destrov'ed :  Aficr  v/e  were 
destroyed  then  Pldlip  and  Ouaivipun  went  au'ay  into  their  ov/n  Countre)^ 
rtg<une  :  and  .1  knew  were  much  afraid,  because  of  our  oiler  to  joyn 
with  the  I■^.ii:,lisi!,  iind  ilierefore  the_e  went  Ijack  into  tlieir  own  Countrey,and 
I  know  the\-  will  make  nu  u'arre  :  therefore  because  v/hen  some  English 
men  came  to  us  Philip  and  ()uar;ipun  sent  to  kill  thenn  :  but  1  said  if  an\ 
kill  ihem,  111  kill  them. 

Sam  Sachem 

VVritten  by    Simox  IkosHOKUM  Scribe 

The  Council  replied — That  treacherous  persons  who  began  the  war  and 
tiiose  th'tt  have  been  barberously  l)!oody,  nuist  not  e.xpect  to  haue  their 
lives  spared,  but  others  that  have  been  dra'.s-n  into  the  war,  and  acted  onle 
as  souldiers  suljmitting  to  be  without  arms  to  live  quietly  &  peaceably 
for  the  future  sliall  haue  their  lives  spared. 

Finally,  perhaps  under  some  i^alse  promise,  or  hope  tliat 
the  pardon  ollered  might  be  extended  to  them,  or  be- 
ing' worn  otit  vvitli  privations,  the  sachems  came  in  at 
Cocheco  in  September  and  o;ave  tliemselves  up.  A  letter 
of  Thomas  Cobbet  to  Increase  Mather,  in  Massachusetts 
Archives,  Ilutcliinson  Papers,  it,  288-9,  ''•^'^'^-^  mention 
of  Monoco  at  thai  time. 

.     .  .  .  .  .  Ye  bla'^phemous  speeches  of  one  eyed  John  vttered  at  Gro- 

ton  to  Capt  Parker  in  y  heareing  of  Diuerse  :  Boasting  hov;  many  places 
lix:;  liad  fkarned,  &  saying  he  would  burne  Concord,  Watertown,  Charies- 
towaie  clic  Adding:  And  Me  will  doe,  what  me  v. ill  :  these  were  spread 
beK')re  y-'  Lord,  &  pleaded  that  lie  w(juld  plead  ihat  cause  of  his  soueraignty 
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Against  that  wretch  :  w    he  did  in  Scpteniber  76,  wlio  when  t.'ikcn  at  y 

Eastwarxl  v:^:  staiiding  boM.nd  ready  10  bee  i)ut  aljoard  \"  \-csscl 

prouidod  to  send  !iini  cv.  oiliers  to  i?os!.on,  he  siiddainly  fell  a  s!n;;;h-;4  iii  his 
huoiijhng  jJosLuie  :  c^^ked  by  oui'  oT  )'  ^oiUdicrs  who  \\a^  tiiuic  lo 
guard  y'",  wh)'  he  .su,!;; :  rei'TpYi :  me  must  sirig  or  dye  :  y*-"  soukher  rei)l\-ing 
y^  if  he  were  so  Afraid,  w'ly  did  lie  come  to  y'  l^nglish,  )>e  iniswered,  y* 
no  man  biought  him  tliiiher  bui  iLnglis'imans  god  Akjric  brought  him  to 
that  end  :  and  was:  afterward  executed  at  Boston  

1676  Sept  26.    Tuesday  Sagamore  Sam  &  Daniel  Goble  is  drawri  in  a 

cait  upon  bed  cloatlis  to  excculiou  One  eyed  joh.r.,  ;vkdi'>mpe 

Sagamore  of  ()uapaug,  General  at  Lancaster  &  Jetkno  (the  Father)  walk 
lo  the  gallows. 

[Diary  of  Samuel  Sewuli,  i,  2::.] 

The  stern,  eveii-haDcled  jii.^tice  of  the  judges  is  attesled 
by  liiis  record,  r^ariiei  Goble.  thtrs  exevcuded  witli  the 
murderers  of  the  women  and  children  of  Lancaster,  was  a 
soldier,  the  ringleader  in  an  atrocious  murder  of  Indian 
women  and  children,  during  ihe  popular  exciten"i-.n]t  suc- 
ceeding the  Indirm  massacres.  The  sad  story  toe'clied 
Lancaster,  in  the  person  of  one  of  its  most  promising  }'oung 
men,  and  must  not  be  passed  over  here. 

'•Wee  tiie  Grand  Jury  for  our  Soueraigne  Lord  tliC  King  doe  I'j-e-ent 
&  Indict  NathanicU  Wilder  of  Concord  [Z.<?/^(7z.v//:r]  in  the  Couhiyof  Mid- 
lesex  in  New  r"nj:land  for  tliat  he  not  hauing  the  feare  of  Go'.l  ''U'-'^ovi:  his 
eyes  &  being  Instigated  by  the  Divil  w-^'  other  Ids  Accompii<t'S  al  or  on 
the  7'''  of  y\ugust  last,  at  or  neere  to  Hiirtlebury  Irill.  in  tlie  woods  in  the 
precincts  of  Concord  or  neere  iherevnto  did  murder  &  kill  three  Ind:;in 
weomcn  &  tliree  Indian  Children,  contrary  to  tlie  peace  of  our  .Soueraigne 
Lord  the  King  his  Crowne  &  dignitye  the  law  of  God  &  of  tins  jurisdi.:- 
tion.  I  he  Jurois  fiind^  this  beil!  and  leue  hime  to  thutlai  trialk 

Richard  Cai.icott  tTorcman  in  the  name  off  the  rest  off  the  Jurey. 

[EHfi'jrsarj  They  tinde  a  speciall  vierdict.  If  being  present  &  seirig 
the  fact  done  &  concenting,  it  be  murder  then  we  find  him  giity  accoiding 
to  Inditement,  if  not  not  gilty. 

7'o  ihe  keeper  of  the  prison  in  Boston. 

You  are  hereby  in  his  majty  name,  recjuircd  to  take  into  yo""  safe  cus- 
tody die  rpersons  of  Daniei  Goble.  Ste[)ht  n  Cioble,  Xaiiianicl  Wddcr  .Jv: 
Daniel  kfoare  t'v  ihem  safely  keei)e,  in  order  to  their  trvall  ibr  kiihng  of 
seucrall  Indians  \\eomen  e^:  cli'idren  w*''  they  owned,  and.  see  that  they  be 
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forth  con^in^;"  :-it  t'le  next  court  of  A.s^-.istrin!s,  or  '.vb.enever  the  aulhoritys 
shall  giuc  farther  order,  dwicd  in  Boston  the  ii*''  day  of  August  1676. 

By  order  of  the  Coancill  Ej»\v'-  Rawson  ScL'rt/y 

[Massachusetts  Arcliives,  xxx,  209,  211,  221.] 

The  four  soldiers  were  convicted  a^id  sentenced  to  death. 

11'''  Oct  1676.  Llpon  the  humble  petiCon  of  L^aniel  Hoare  &  Nathan- 
ieJi  Wilder,  presented  to  this  Couri,  acknouledging  the  justice  of  this 
Court,  &  begging  pardon  for  tiieir  Hues,  the  Court  haue  grantc^d  their 
petition,  and  accordingly  dot  rernitt  the  sentence  of  death  passed  against 
them,  and  order,  Uv.it  they  pay  prison  chardges  and  tenn  pounds  apeece 
money,  halfe  towards  the  charge  of  witnesses,  to  l;)e  payd  to  the  Tresarer  of 
the  country,  and  the  other  halfe  to  Andrew  Pittime,  Swagon,  y'^'  Indians 
prosecuting  against  them:  on  payment  whereof  they  are  dischardged. 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

1676  Sept  6.  In  answer  to  the  petition  of  Ralph  Houghton  of  Lancas- 
ter it  is  cirdered  that  the  petiConer  be  payd  for  his  disbursements  mentioned 
in  his  petition  by  the  executors  of  the  late  Tresurer  ....  his  oune  rate 
amounting  to  six  pounds  to  the  country  being  discompted. 

[  Massachusetts  Records,] 

1676  C)ct.  12.  This  Court  being  informed  by  certifiicat  vnder  ihe  hand 
of  Capt.  Dnniell  Hinxksman,  that  when  he  was  out  in  the  service  of  the 
countr}'  at  Lancaster,  they  had  occasion  to  make  vse  of  ?n  oxe  for  -i  sup- 
ply of  the  forces  vnder  his  comand,  which  sajd  oxe  was  valhied.  bv  indift- 
erent  persons,  at  hue  pounds  in  countr\'  pay,  on  a  motiort  niade  in  behahe 
of  tlu.  ouno''  of  the  oxe  John  Houghton,  it  is  ordered,  tliat  the  Tresurer 
of  th.e  Coimtry  make  payment  to  the  sajd  Houghton  for  the  sajd  oxe 
accordingly. 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

1676  Oct  12.  In  ansvv'er  to  the  petition  of  Lawrence  Waters  of  Lan- 
caster humbly  desiring  the  favour  of  this  court  to  order  the  payment  of 
his  accounts  mentioned  in  his  peUcon  of  seven  pounds  fiueteen  shillings  cl; 
tower  penc,  or  thereabouts,  due  him  froin  the  country,  his  rate  of  forty 
two  siullings  being  deducted,  the  ballance  may  be  pajd  him,  being  aged 
cSl:  blind,  &c,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Tresurer  make  payment  to  the  peticoner 
tiic  siune  aboue  m.entioned,  prouided  that  if  it  is  belonging  to  the  old 
Tresurer  and  not  charged  in  his  account,  that  ite  passe  it  to  the  new 
Tjt  surer. 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

1677  Oct.  22.    The  Court  on  vejw  of  widdow  Wlieelers  bill,  of  Lancas- 
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Icr  of  flL>bursemeiUs,  signed  by  tlie  coinittee  for  y"  Country,  doe  order  t's: 
f^rant  her  paynieni  from  the  Tresurer  of  sixe  pounds  nine  shiliin,^s  &  eight 
pence. 

[Massachusetts  Recoids.] 

1678  November  23.  D}'ed  Mr  Joseph  Rowlandson  the  worthy  <S>' 
f.iilhfii}  ]\isior  of  Weatliersfield  about  y"  47  year  of  his  age.  lie  dyed 
Suddenly  &  his  death  was  much  Lamented  &  there  was  great  c;iuse,  espec. 
at  this  time  v.'"  God  is  calling  home  his  Embassaders  apace  besides  others 
to  pour  of  liis  Displeasure  vpon  Country. 

[Bradstreet's  Journal.] 

Reverend  Joseph  Rowlandson  had  been  called  to  Weth- 
eryiitdd,  CoDiiectice.t,  as  colleague  to  the  Reverend  Gershom 
Bnlkeley,  in  April,  1677.  November  24,  1678,  is  usually 
giveu  as  die  date  of  hi.s  death. 

Among  the  Siiattuck  ManiLscripLs  of  the  New  England 
Historic,  Genealogical  Societj^  is  the  report  of  a  Committee 
(iated  Caoibridge,  28  :  i';'  1676,  appointed  to  propose  means 
for  the  security  of  the  frontier  towns.  It  v^as  therein  rec- 
onunended : 

That  suci!  tov/nes  as  Lankester,  groaten  &  marlborough  that  arc  forced 
to  remoue  :  and  haue  not  some  aduantage  of  settlement  (peculiar)  in  y' 
bay,  be  ordered  to  settle  at  y*^  frontire  tov/nes  thiat  remain  for  their 
strengthening;  and  y*^  peoj;le  of  y*-'  said  townes  to  whicii  ti'.ey  are  appointed 
are  to  see  to  their  accomodations,  in  y*-'  s''^  townes. 

.Ft:w  of  the  -  Lancaster  refugees  but  had  relati^/es  or 
friends  in  the  lower  towns,  and  in  their  banishment  tliey 
became  wide  be  scattered.  Most  of  them,  however,  longed 
to  return  to  their  dearly  bought  lands  on  the  Nashaway, 
and  those  wIjo  had  found  temporary  resting  places  in 
Sudbury  auvd  Concord  may  have  visited  tlie  ashes  of  their 
homes  from  time  to  time.  So  soon  as  their  savage  enemies 
iuid  been  subjugated,  they  moved  to  the  resettlement,  and 
as  at  first,  sturdy  John.  Prescott  led  the  van. 

j'S/y.     To  tiic  hoiored  Coufity  Co''^  sittijig  at  Canwridgc  Ociol'er  7.  1*^79 

Ye  hiirnble  petition  of  those  whose  nanies  are  here  vadervvritten  y" 
In.habitants  of  Lancaster  before  o'"  remouall  from  thence  by  reason  oi  y" 
lat.e  warres,  in  o""  owne  &  others  behalfe,  y-^  pprietors  of  y-^  said  place  as 
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followcth.  Whereas  there  was  an  order  nT-ide  the  Last  hoKo'cil  /v^tierall 
Co't  y'  places  deserted  should  vol  be  againo  Inhabited,  till  the  people  first 
iriake  application  vnto  the  Clou  no'"  &  Council,  or  to  the  County  Co't  \v'''in 
V. hose  jurisdicuou  -hey  be,  ior  a  coiTultee  to  order  matters  eonc.-'j  y.uYi  y" 
place,  as  in  tiie  said  Law  is  exj.nessed.  wee  yo''  petitit)ners  w'''  ('iiicr:,  eth- 
ers purposing';  (it  y-  Lord  please)  to  returne  lo  Lancaster  fiorn  Vvi...nce  v. c.e 
haue  bcene  scattered,  doe  humbly  request  this  Co't  that  they  v;ill  i)e  ijleased 
to  noniina.te  &  appoint  an  able  &  discreet  CoiViiUee  for  th;n  end.  v. h>o  m.iy 
u"'  all  conuenient  speed  attend  the  said  liuisnes  thai  soe  wet:  re;iy  pceed 
to  settle  tiie  place  w^''  eontfort  &  encouragenie.nt  &  vo''  peUiionei^  shad 
pray  for  liic  Lords  gracious  psence  w-''  you  in  ail  yo''  Adniinist.raecM^s 
[A>f./>a  lu  ouot/ier  /ui/ic/.']  John  Prescot  Senior 

And  thic  }-.c-rsoues  widely  we  vnder[w!it]      jofiN  iMoRE 
doe  nomenat  if  tlds  honered  Court  se  cans     Thomas  Sawyer  Scner 
to  aproue  of  them  is  Decoii  W^trd   of     J  ohm  Rvgg 
Marelborogli,  leuteiiant  haines  of  Sutbcry      JOHX  I'RF. SCOTT  Juner  '  '  ■ 
and  cornit  Woodes  of  Concojd.  Jonath  I'^LScejiT 

Thomas  A^'n.oeR         ■  • 
Tjio-aias  S.Avrj;  juner 
[Ii;u/orse/j.i-///.']  Josiah  W'TiiEr 

7:8:79.  In  answ-  to  y'^  motion  of  y' within,  named  subscribers,  tlic 
Court  do  nouienate  Capt.  Lrcniice,  Deacon  St^sne,  o:  Corporal!  W';  Bond 
to  be  a  CTomittee  to  settle  y'^  rebuilding  of  Lanchaster  as  the  order  of 
Court  pro'rides.  Cant  Preiitice  to  apixn'nt  y^"  time  &  place  of  meeting  & 
all  persons  concerned  accordingly  to  attend. 

[Middiesex  Court  i'iies.J 

The  action  of  this  Corniiiitlee  seems  not  to  iiavti  been 
made  niattrM"  of  record.  Lancaster  liad  inhabitants  and 
recoj-ded  l-iilhs,  in  b<.ith  1679  and  16S0. 

loSi.    7'o  ti>e  IlonourcJ  gt'.iii'rall  Court  no-i.u  siting  at  Bostr)-,;.  our  Hon- 
oui'td  GonCf  Jior.  d'-patic  i^'.'iternor  Assistants  and  deputies. 
1  he  j  eiiu'.Mi  of  the  poore  luhabitcUits  of  Lancaster  hum.bly  Shcweth. 
That  whereas  your  poore  petitioners  by  the  late  Indian  wai  r  were  much 
Ruined,  ou.r  houses  and  other  buildings  and  fences  burned,  and  most  of 
our  substance  wasted  and  som  of  our  Children  slaine  and  som  caried  info 
Capfiuily  by  the  enimy  and  som  neaer  Returned,  and  we  with,  the  Rest 
toreed  to  dy  for  our  liu.es  anrl  to  leaue  our  piaccs  of  lining  to  seeke  shelter 
in  odicr  towries  wi'i-re  we  coeid,  Ami  haue  gi.>!ie  through  manv  str.dts  ai)d 
diiici.Ities  vp-'Ui  that  acouiit,  soe  that  few  townes  in  the  euntrie  haue  suf- 
\  cied  the  like.  And  now  tl.rough  the  good  hand  of  god  about  17  or  iS 

I  lanulies  haue  againe  Rerurecd  with  a  desire  to  build  the  [liantatiori  againe 

«  and  Through  man}'  oihcuibes,  by  Resoa  of  our  pouertie,  are  about  building 
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and  fencing  that  soe  I  hey  m<'«y  piovid  Inead  for  their  finulies,  and  n(»t  be 
Iruiible^orv)  and  Liirdcnsorn  otlu  r  townes  wliich  of  nc^esilie  nnisi  iuiue 
bene  If  we  h.ad  Coiiri nu.-d  wlvre  vsc  were,  and  this  yeai'e  ihc  honoured 
l.-es-.irer  I'is  '.m;'!  f..r  :  K.uuuk  Kate,  And  tho  it  be  but  a.  litle,  yet  to 
our  grcife  we  must  say  ux-  arc  not  ab);.-  to  pay  it.  Theirefore  your  poore 
petitioners  humbly  Ciaue  i.his  Ilonuuied  Court  to  Reniit  this  Rate  and 
gr.Tiil  dVi  f  neniption  from  Ci.inti-ic  Rtits  for  the  future  for  som  v'ears,  soe 
many  as  this  Honoured  Court  may  judge  meet.  And  in  soe  doirig  you 
will  obhge  your  poore  petitioners  as  in  dutie  weare  hound  for  eucr  to  [)ray 
for  a  blessing  vpon  all  the  Coricerns  of  this  Honoured  Court. 

This  petition  by  a  gcncrull  voice  and  voaie  of  ail  the  inhabitants  was 
desired  to  be  drav/ne  subsei  ibed  and  presented'  }]y  rne. 

Rali'H  Houghton 

The  magists  judge  meet  to  grant  y"  i)etitioner3  exemption  from  Coun- 
try }vates  for  this  yeare  &  tlic  next,  th.eir  l)retheren  th.e  depUL)-es  hereto 
consenting. 

Edward  Rawson  Sirrc/t^ry 

17*'' febMoSi ,    Consented  to  by  the  deputies  .-• 

William  ToKRiCY  C/cr/c 

[MasirtchubcUs  Arciiivc;;,  C.\n,  330.] 

1681  f3ec  20,  The  Deposition  of  Tho:  Wilder  aged  37  years  sworn, 
sayth  that  being  with  jno  Prescott  Sen'  About  six  houers  before  he  died 
he  y^  5rd  jrio  :  fh'esoott  gaue  to  his  eldest  sonn  jn.o  :  Prescott  his  liouse  loU 
with  all  belonging  to  y^  sutne  &  y"  two  mills,  corti  mill  &  saw  mill  witii  y" 
land  belonging  th;erto  &  three  scor  Acors  of  land  nere  South  mcdow  & 
fourty  Acors  of  land  ncte  Wonchesix  >!v:  a  pece  of  entervile  cabled  johns 
Jump  iX:  bridge  teedow  on  both  sids  y-  Brook.  Cyprian  Steevens  Testi- 
hetli  to  all  y~  truth  Above  vviiien. 

Sworn  in  Court.    J.  R  c 

[Middlesex  Court  Files.] 

Upon  y*'  y^'"  of  April  16-^3  LANX  ASTfiR. 

A  Jury  of  Incjuest  was  Caled  to  giue  in  their  virdiet  concerning  v^'  vn- 
timely  dearh  of  John  Whitcomb,  we  wliose  nances  are  viiderwrilen  doe  by 
what  we  vnderstand  by  y-  brother  of  y"  deceased  by  name  Jonathan  Whit- 
comb and  one  more  by  name  George  huse  who  was  standing  on  )"  shore 
and  saw  how  y'^  said  Jolvi  Whitcorob  felie  into  y*"  Vv'atei'.  do  here  vnanl- 
n^ou<ly  :^iue  in  our  viuiict  thu;--;.  that  y^  sd  John  Whitcomb.  and  Jonadhan 
WhitcOiub  being  bringiivg  so;r,e  hay  oner  y"  riuer  vpon  tv/o  cauooes  in- 
deavoring  to  pull  tliem  ouer  bv  a  rope  which  was  fastned  to  a  boM^ih  at  y- 
riuer  side,  but  y-  cannooes  sinking  y  said  joi;n  Whilcomh  Udi:jg  iMo  y' 
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riuer  was  by  a  prouidcnce  of  god  djo-vvnded  in  pcnncciik  riiier  ylh  of 
this  insLint  Aprill. 


Jonx  'More:  Sen' 

TH(JMAS  S.WVVEK  SCJI! 
JOFTN  RUGG 

Thomas  Sa\vvi:k  juiV 
JosiAii  White 
Danill  Huj:»son 


Joseph  Waters 

JOiiK  Be  AM  AN 

James  Snow 

jANiES  flOUGHTOX 

John  Houghtciv  Jun- 


John  Moor  Sen  fforen^.an  i?t  the  rest  of  the  su'oscribers  the  Jury  of 
Irijuest  vpon  the  vn timely  de;ith  of  John  Whetcorab  late  of  Lancaster 
appeared  bofoie  Pet  :•  Bulkcley  Assist,  &  made  oath  that  the  premises 
conrain  a  true  Aceo  of  the  cause  of  the  deaih  of  sd  Whetconib  according 
to  their  judgmt  oc  conscience 

June  iS  i6S\  ■  Pet  Bulkeley  Assist 

[Middlesex  Coui'l 

Lanxastr  May  y  28  16S4..  The  'I'ovvue  being  anett  together  vpon 
adiortiir.eiiL  of  y  pub-iicjue  meeting.  The  to\>'ne  made  choyse  of  Josial] 
White  and  gave  him  order  to  gatlier  in  all  y  Ratts  Due  from  ai  y'  Jive  out 
of  tov;ne  to  meeting  fiouse  &  minrstry  in  tliia  last  years  Ratts,  this  was 
Conlirnied  bv  a  voat  of  towne 
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I'o  Hie  HoiLO^''  Goitrall  Court  assembled  i)i  Bustoi  the  \o'>i  SeptcDib^-,  1684. 

Josiah  White,  in  behah'c  of  tiiC  Town  of  I,anc,istcr,  now  vpon  a  rc- 
r.et!ement,  humbly  Praveth  this  Mono'''"  Courts  order  (if  it  may  seenie 
jyood.)  for  i;he  confirmation  ;Tnd  strengthening  of  the  vote  passed  by  the 
Town  as  aboue  written.  That  all  those  who  are  Proprietors  of  Lands  lying 
wltliin  sd  Town  altfiougli  not  dwelhn's  there,  may  be  assessed  in  pro!)or- 
tion  to  y*-  vahae  of  their  Estates  as  tlie  inhabitants  are,  towards  the  erect- 
ing of  a  meeting  house,  rnainteriance  -of  a  minister  h  other  pnb'irjne 
charges,  the  rate  for  tfiis  yeare  being  made  as  aboue  :  And  that  you 
please  to  order  the  levying  of  the  same. 

The  magists  iiaue  voied  thai  In  answer  to  t'^e  Kequcsi  of  the  present 
Inhabitants  resident  at  Lancaster,  this  court  doth  order  that  all  psons  or 
their  heirs  executors  or  administrators  that  are  propriters  of  lands  iliere 
being  grants  of  that  towne,  shall  pay  their  proportion  to  a  tov/n  Rate,  for 
erecting  a  meeting  house,  &  mainteynance  of  A  minster  in  y*  towne 
according  as  other,  the  inhabitants  y-  are  p'sent  ther  do  pay  for  the  same 
sort  of  lanvds. 

ITjC  magists  hane  past  this  their  Brethren  the  deputyes  hereto  consent- 
ing 15  September  1684.  Edwaiid  Rawson  Secretary 

Consented  hereto  by  y""  Deputies,  prouided  that  all  persons  i.'^c  estates, 
be  assessed  by  a  due  proportion  to  said  Rates 

L  Ha-Mmond  P  order. 

[Massachusetis  Archives,  CXIl,  366.] 

We  must  rely  upon  so  late  an  authority  as  Reverenc^. 
Timothy  Harrington  for  the  information  that,  "after  the 
resettlement,  divers  gentlemen  for  the  space  of  seven  3'ears 
supplied  the  pulpit/"  He  names  in  a  note '"Mr.  Carter, 
T\Ir.  Wooddroffe,  and  Mr.  Oakes."  The  last  ^^'as  perhaps 
Edward  Oakes  who  was  graduated  at  Harvard  college  in 
1679,'  William  Woodrop  wa>  a  non-conformist  deprived 
of  his  bene  lice  in  England,  A.  1).  1662.  Sarniiel  Carter, 
graduate  at  Harvard,  1660,  was  the  son  of  Reverend 
Thomas  Carter  of  Woburn,  and  a  teacher  there.  He  mar- 
ried Eunice  Brooks  in  1672.  In  1688  Henry  Keriey  deeds 
his  lands  on  Geor<{e  Hill  to  him,  but  he  may  have  been 
residerit  here  at  an  earlier  day.  In  1692  lie  was  setded  in 
Groton,  and  diexl  there  in  160'^,  acred  tiftv-tliree,  leaving 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  whose  numerous  descerici- 
ants  flexure  prominently  in  the  town's  hiscory. 
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16S4.  Hcnrv  K<:r];» .  'n.cr'.t-i-ibsT.  liMfiennl  at  L;incaste.r,  now  rcn-'ooved. 
<S:  i'l-n  rjec!  at  M:;.rihoro\\ ,  is  .q>:..a;)i(_(i  cii^^i^nc:  to  ihc  trajne  band  t):crc  in 
y*^  roome  of  liis  l)''','dier,  cieceascd  there. 

[M.^'^sachusctts  Rfrcovd;-.] 

168S.  josiah  \\'betco!nb  is  allowed  20  shDYiwjis  to  be  paid  by  the. 
Coi-inu  lov  killing  one  grovvne  wolfc  in  v"'  Towne  of  Lancaster. 

Nabauiie!  Wilder  is  allowed  forly  shillings  to  be  jjaid  by  the  County  for 
killing  two  growiie  wolves  in  the  Towne  of  Lantaster, 

Jorra  Woaisqi.unn  Indian  is  allowed  ten  shilliag.s  to  be  rjaid  b}'  the 
County  for  killing  one  growne  wolfe  in  the  To\vne  of  Lancaster. 

[Middlesex  Records.    Court  of  S^3-:cns.]  ■ 

A  lavv  of  1653  cstablisbicd  a  bounty  of  30  sbilliriL^s  for 
(jach  wolf  killed  by  a  white  man,  20  h^lbilijigs  if  kibed  by 
an  jndian  ;  the  county  treasury  rcfundin;L;'  10  shilbb^gs  of 
this  arnoiuit  to  tlie  town  in  cither  case.  For  one  hundred 
years  I'lis  iaw  was  little  modihed  except  by  an  increase  in 
bounty,  tb.ough  ab.er  171 8  the  Indian  hmiter  was  placed  on 
an  eqnably  wiih  llic  EiigHshrnan.  For  ^^'helps  and  cubs 
the  preinitun  was  cotnnionb/  badf  that  p'aid  for  full  g'rown 
beasts.  The  head  of  tlie  animal  whetlier  wolf,  wild  cat, 
catamount,  or  bear,  bad  to  be  l)rought  to  tiie  local  consta- 
ble,, wlto  ciU  ol]'  the  ea)-s  imd  biuied  them  to  guard  iigiiiiist 
fraud. 


LANCASTER  DURING  KING  WILLIAM'S 
WAR.  1689-1697. 


The  clcep  scaj-s  left  by  Philip's  war  Liad  noi  disappeared 
before  the  r.iit]\'ing  tf)\vnp  of  New  England  were  again 
menaced  v.  iiL)  the  liorrors  of  savage  warfare.  Among  tlie 
New  York  colonial  Manuscripts  is  a  leltej-  from  Capt. 
Francis  Nicholson,  of  whicli  tlie  following  is  an  extract  :  ■ 

Boston  Augur,t  the  31"'  i6SS. 

 Soe  next  day  I  went  tb.roueh  Grotoii  ap.d  Lancaster  Vrhere 

tlie  people  were  very  much  afraid  (being  out  towns)  i^u'tl.  1  told  thern  as  ! 
did  otlier  places  tl'at  tlie}' should  not!  be  soe  nvach  cast  down,  fof  that 
the)  had  tlie  haopinesse  of  ijeiu.L:  subjects  of  a  victorioas  King  who  could 
protect  theiu  from  all  tlieii  enemies.  .   .  . 

Lancast^  y^-  3'^  of  July;  16S9. 
Whereas  we  Inhabitants  of  sd  Lancaster  being  under  som  .fears  of 
being  su.rprissed  by  y  Indians  we  being  by  foreirer  e.xperience  sencsible 
of  theire  n^allice  and  crueltie :  and  being  at  present  destitute  ot  any 
officers  in  p'ower  to  order  millitar)'  afairs  of  y  towne  ttiey  doe  muiUct'ly 
Nominate  .Mr  1'iiornas  Wilder  for  a  Leauten'  and  sergeant  John  iMo',-;re  to 
be  ensigne  and  doe  hereby  adress  our  seiues  to  our  hon'ed  Councill  for 
allowance  and  conl-irmation  of  y  same. 

By  order  of  y  Towne  John  Houghtun  Clff 

The  above  nominniion  of  ofilcers  are  allowed  in  their  Respective  offices 
by  the  Represt:'nuUives  J^Iy:  5:  1689 

Attest  Eeenezek  Proct  C/i'?'/: 

Consented  to  by  the  Governor  and  Council!. 

B*-^  AnDLNOTON  Stxn' 

[Massadii>:--";t-:  Arciavos,  cvu.  171.I 

■  '689  3-  July.  An  Order  was  despatclit  to  Cap--'  Ttio  Brentes  ra!!\ing 
his  Troop  this  day  at  Carnbi-idge  to  send  out  Uvu  j;art\s  of  twenty  each 
out  cf  his  Troop  well  appoiiiled  \v''-  annes  and  AiMuui'd.-jn.  one  party  for 
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Dunstable  and  other  for  Lancaster  for  the  Reliete  and  succor  of  those 
places,  to  scout  about  the  iieads  of  those  Tov/ns  and  other  places  adjacent 
to  discover  and  ob.scrve  t'je  Erii£ni}s  n:o'don,  and  to  take  surprise  or  dt- 
stru;,  tlicni  ;ts  ijiey  imy  have  opj)OVtunjty. 

[  Massachusetts  Archives,  I.XXXI.] 

LA^■CASTE^^  May  6  itSSy. 
The  Inhabitance  of  sd  Lancaster  meeting  together  accordaig  to  ad- 
vice from  y^  hon'ed  Council!  giuen  at  Boston  May  2'^  1689  doe  accordingly 
chuse  &  impovvre  i\lr  Ralpli  Houghton  to  serue  with  y*^  Councill  on  y^' 
Tow  ues  belialfe  as  occasion  shall  Require,  which  v/as  contLmied  by  a  voate 
0I  y"  Tovvnc  : 

as  attests  John  houghton  l^ou'iie  Chr 

2'"i'  The  Townes  desire  and  expectation  is  that  our  hon'd  Goir  and 
Assistants  tl.at  were  ellected  by  the  fre  men  of  tliis  colloney,  in  May 
1686  or  so  rnan\^  of  tlicn*  as  by  y"  said  iion'd  goir  and  Company  shall  be 
Judged  meete  to  gether  vvith  the  Deputies  that  shall  be  sent  downe  fron-. 
y"^  seuerall  Res[)ecti-ue  Townes  shall  Reassume  and  exercise  y^  gouern- 
ment  as  a  gen''!!  Coui-t  according  to  our-  Charter  for  the  yeare  insuing  or 
untid  thai  orders  from  his  highnes  y*'  Prince  of  Orange  appeare  for  the 
setlement  of  ou/  affaires,  vrhich  was  declared  by  a  voate  of  the  Towne  : 
as  attests  John  hougfiton  Toivn  Chr 

[MassacluiS'-tts  Archives,  CVII,  15. J 

Wednesday,  Dec.  3,  1690. 
A  church  is  gathered  &  Mr  John  Whiting  ordained  Minister  at  Lan- 
caster.   Mr  Sam  Whiting  gives  him  his  Charge,  Mr  Estabrooks  gives  tlie 
Right  hand  of  Fellowship :  Mr  Brinsmead  and  others  there. 

[Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall,  I.  337.] 

Jolm  Whiting  was  the  second  son  of  Reverend  Samuel 
Whiting,  minister  of  Billerica  for  fifty-five  years.  He  vv^as, 
whtii  ordained  here,  tvv^enty-six  years  of  age,  having  been 
graduated  at  Harvard  college  in  1685.  ^'^^^  wife  was 
Alice  Cook  of  Cambridge.  Timothy  Whiting,  tlie  head 
of  the  family  that  came  to  Lancaster  from  Billerica  nearly 
a  century  later,  was  the  direct  descendant  of  Oliver,  the 
brother  of  Reverend  John  Whiting.  According  to  Rever- 
end Timodiy  Harrington,  "  In  Feb.,  1688,  IMr.  John  Whit- 
ing was  invited  to  preach  on  probation."  Joseph  Willard, 
Esq.,  from  some  original  source  not  n.ow  accessible,  quotes 
the  additional  inform  anon  that  at  the  same  date  the  town 
voted  to  build  a  parsonage  to  be  paid  tor  : 
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one  ciglUh  in  moiiev;  the  rest,  one-  h:\\(  in  work,  and  one  half  ii-i  rorn, 
viz.  Indian,  one  tiiird,  an(!  Enp:lis!i  two  thirds,  at  country  price,  or  oUier 

merchantable  pay  At  a  town  meeting  Jan.  3,  1690  agreed 

to  make  convev:\nec  to  Afr  \ViVitin>i  of  tliC  house  and  hmd  tormeriy  granted 
l,)y  tlie  town.  And  the  town  the  same  time  went  out  of  the  house,  and 
o-ave  Mr  john  Wliiling  j.ios^ession  thereof  in  behaUe  of  the  Viijohe  above 
written,  forsnerly  granted  by  the  town. 

[History  of  Laiicr-bter,  63.] 

April  7,  1692,  Joiurllian  PrescoU  of  Concord  conveyed 
a  }>iece  of  intervale  land  "on  y-'  west  side  of  Nort'n  River 
near  10  y"  bridge  in  County  Road"  (Atberlon's)  iu  the 
town,  acknowdedging  tliis  consideration  : 

Protnoti ng  tlie  ministrie  of  the  Gospel  in  y'  Town  of  [.ancar.ter.  De- 
siring &  Endevoring  the  settlenient  of  Mr  John.  Wlriting  Pasti^a-  Idiei-e  by 
Enlarging  Mis  accofhodations  There  in.  s''  Lancaster,  v>"  \)y  John 

iMore  Sen''  Thornas  Wilder  Jo!ni  Houghion  in  y''  name  of  Inhabitants 
of  Lancaster. 

[Middlesex  Kegi.st.r\-.] 

1690.  Lancaster  v/as  represented  among  the  sidTerers 
in  Sir  William  Phip^s'  mismanaged  and  disastrous  expe- 
dition against  Canada.  Endorsed  on  a  li.-^t  of  I Mdps' (. a.p- 
tains.  in  Massachusetts  Archives,  xxx\'i,  13. p  is  "  Lt. 
Wiilard  of  J_^anchaster"  [Benjamin],  and  the  namfs  of  hve 
soldiers  are  kninvn  froni  a  petition  of  tlieir  heirs,  in  1738, 
for  land  grants,  viz  : 

Jose|>h  Atherton,  John  Pope, 

Jonathan  Fadrixtnk,  Samuel  Wh.eeler, 

Timothy  Wheelock. 

1690.'   7b  f/^e  Hon^  J  Lift  Goii'^n'*'  &^  Couit^idll  of  Massachu^i"'  Prozu'/rce 
Aa'ic'  Eti^laiid,  Gra^c  Mtrcy  Zt^  peace  be  /'nidtiplicil  to  y  -loorlhy 
GentliH'i  of  ye  As.ie!n!)'cy . 
Tlie  humble  Petition  of  Cyprian  Steevens  humbly  sliev/etli  that  being 
Consta!)Ie  in  }ear  169011  that  yeare  sevrall  psons  moued  some  to  Canady 
•Jv:  to  odier  parts  &  no  estate  to  !'.e  found,  my  Kunible  Rec[uest  is  that  yo'' 
rion'  will  Consider  u.)r  Peiilin''  that  he  maiy  not  pa}-  out  of  his  own  l--stat.e. 
for  that  w''''  was  other  men's  die.-s.    Vor  Petitin''  also  Relatini;  lo  !ns  ofnce 
th.at  \care  has  been  a  great  suffrer,  haueing  two  Ratts  to  coiect  namely 
tweenty  Ratts  v/'-^'^  was  Graine,  &  two  &  a  halfe  niemey,  {iee  scarcity  of  y" 
on  &  not  haueing  the  otlier,  y'  Loss  in  a  great  measiiur  becaine  y'  Con- 
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^tabl%  now  yo""  petition''  lvuiii}>l-.:-y  Cra'.ies  yo'  Hon''"  favour  tluit  you  will 
please  to  Crr;;,uijt  him  a  cleaisM;ce  iVoai  Mr  't'ayi(.:r  Treasar''  so  siiaii  sk-  be 
oblklgcd  lo  ptay  kn  yor  IIoa-''.s  peace  &  pri,prty 

Yo''  supleaut  so  v'  Cvi'KIAn  Stekvens 

LancastI'H  ]ui)e  4lh.  1695. 
A  List  of  y"  names  of  iliose  p^'sons  that  laoueii  nuiii  y  of  Laj]- 

caster  of  v,""''  sam  are  Dead,  i/i  y"  yea''e  1690. 

Also  y*"  Loss  of  16  v^'oie.es  by  a  rni: 
Emp''  Josep^r*  Walters,  18 
C)priaa  Sieevens  17 

1  il  " 


of  Major  Pliillipses 

Clarke 

Cyprian  Steevens 

7  -  3 

Will';'  HuUson 

4  3 

Sam'!  Wheeler 

4  -  1 

]  ^>  e  n  j  a  \  n  i  d  W  i  H  a  r  d 

4-  4 

Josejih  Walters 

6"  6 

Nathi"  Harwood 

3  - 

Sam"  Sum  lie  r 

5  -  4 

Arthur  Tooker 

4  " 

A  true  Acount  as  Atests  i  ,,  19  7 

CVPKIAN  StEF.VENS 

Constable  for  Lajicaiter 
We  \\liose  naivies  are  \'nder  wrilLeu  do  Atest  to  v'  usouall  or  death  of 
}'*  p^sons  AI)oue  written  &  wer  in  sd  Constal)les  Rates  in  y''  }eare  1690 
John  Moore  Sen'      t  o  /  ^       4      ,  -r 
b)SiAii  WniTT  Sen^    V  ^  ^ 

John  Moore  Jun^  ) 
June  S'!'  1695    Read  in  the  house  of  Representatives. 
\K)>dorseit .'\    June  8th  ;  1695.    'Lhe  Selectmen  of  tlie  town  of  Lancaster 
haueing  sent  under  their  hands  to  excuse  the  Constable, ■several!  being- 
dead  &  R.enmoved  tf.:n  tlie  Rate  was  laid  on    Voted — tluit  it  is  due  from 
the  'rov,ne  and  tliat  th.e  Selectmen  Assess  the  said  Town  for  sai.i  Sunrm 

W^;  LOND  speaker 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  Cl,  33.] 

1691.  Siinon  Davis  P'nsign  Humphrey  Barrett  of  Concord,  John 
How  ton  &  N'atli'' Wilder  of  Lancaster  &  Koaz  lirown  Thon.as  Williams 
of  Stow,  are  by  this  Court  api)ointed  a  CoiTiittee  to  lay  out  a  convenien- 
high  way  from  Concord  according  to  Law,  for  iheire  direction  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  to  make  theire  report  to  y"  next  Inferior  Couit  for  y*  County  of 
Midd\ 

[Middiesex  Court  Records.] 

"  Georoe  Xul^.e  being  called  into  Court  to  Answer  for  horrid  wickedness 
and  profaneness  laid  to  his  chariot-  he  aippearin.g  lv:  ye  witnesses  sworn  y*-" 
case  was  Ci^nunitlefl  to  y"  (hand  Jurj/. 

George  Nube  of  Lancaster  being  Indicted  by  Grand  Jury  for  high 
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handed  conl.:rnpt  of  God's  Word,  Iveproaches  of  ministers  t?:  cnllirig 
them  hiai--,  ] )i\;ri!<nrds  and  Wlioreniasiers,  and  for  a  praci.ice  of  high 
iia ndfd-  r)L-!i:iacliini-:  as  b\-  his  o^vn  confession  >:c  profane  neglect  of  Gods 
Ful'Iick  ^^ars^iip  on  Lords  daics,  &  Ap;)earing  before  v"  Court  to  make 
ansv.-er  thereto tIos  stand  Lr gaily  Convicted  thereof:  Is  sentenced  to  be 
severely  whipt  on  his  nakod  bodv  tv.'entv  stripes  6c  to  give  bond  mi  20/^, 
for  his  good  abearance  «a:  appearance  y'  next  Court  to  be  held  for  their 
Majtles  in  Cambridge  6i:  to  srarid  connnitted  till  this  sentence  be  performed 
&  to  pay  costs. 

The  dociiraenis  in  the  case  of  Lancaster  vs.  George 
Ne\v!^3*.are  quite  vojiiniinnus,  iiiciiiding  two  piously  peni- 
tent petitions  o{  the  culprit,  jiraying  to  esca])e  the  wliipping 
post-  Much  of  the  evidence  is  unfit  for  judnt.  The  accu- 
sation of  the  town  lathers  was  as  follows  : 

Tl.ie  Declaration  of  Jno  i\loore  Sen'',  Against  George  Newby  Humbly 
Shr;\'-rti^  to  iliis  Hone.'*  Court,  this  sd  Newby  since  he  came  to  ou^'  Towri, 
he  has  eiidca\'''''  to  f^ervert  all  thats  C^ood  and  has  been,  a  Leader  to  ail 
maner  of  c"\ill,  Paying  nothing  to  churcii  noi"  state,  Greatly  wroiigirjg 
most  men  thai  Dcale  with  him.  but  that  w"-'"  T  m:Ost  would  signihe  10  yo- 
Hon*""^  is,  sd  N-wbys  most  profainl\-  spaking  ^S:  silting  of  that  most  v>'ortli}' 
f\dce  of  wor!:e  the  Asetnbl}-  of  divines,  even  the  Catechism,  sliting  the 
holy  1-ible  the  Ivmbasingers  of  Jesus  Ch.rist,  sa^ang  that  they  were 
Drunlccrds.  L}crs.  6c  whorem  tei's.  with  many  oth.er  Gross  \'illine}S  which 
Inlarges  niy  iieari  to  I'ettition  yo'  Hon""-  as  you  are  our  ffathers  &  soe  v.^y'i- 
iiig  on  yon  for  sn.ppoit,  that  such,  a  felow  may  be  Removed  froua  us  Un- 
der v;idch.  J 'rtitection  &  Blessing  our  Little  Isi'ael  here  in  Lancaster  may 
be  ingaged  to  pray  for  }-o''  Mon'~' peace  6c  pr'perity  from  your  Humble  servt. 

[xMiddlesex  Court  Files.] 

1692.  The  following  letter  from  Maj.  Thomas  H inch- 
man,  at  the  tiine  in  command  of  all  forces  in  this  part  of 
the  Pro\-iiiee,  gives  a  clear  view  of  the  uiduippy  condition 
of  I^ancaster  and  her  sister  towns;  daily  cxpectinp;  in\'a- 
sion  by  sa\'age  enemies  and  almost  powerless  for  defence 
agtiinst  them,  yet  forbidden  by  a  special  act  of  legislature 
from  rennoving;.  The  document  is  in  Massachusetts  Arch- 
ives, XX  v\"i],  3.|0  : 

j/iiy  it  ph'as  your  llojiO''^. 

^'o''  advice  of  llie  (4'^''  Instant  of  y'  probable  Advancing  of  y"  Enem.y 
west^^'^  I  haue  Received  6c  Render  humble  thanks  for  the  same.    Yo"  con- 
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cernednes  for  y'  security  of  iliest;  parts  Intimated  will  f[uicken  vs  to 
sj:»ecinll  vigilar.cy  &  also  Incorages  mce  earnestly  to  pray  y^  sould''^  to  y' 
n\H"nb'  of  at  least  60  re.a}-,  (if  yo''  llono'"-'  see  ineete)  be  speedii\-  sent  vp, 
foi"  without  svich  a  sinpplv  of  men  I  cannot  conceive  how  wee  can  be  de- 
fended in  case  of  an  Attack  byy'  enemy  :  our  men  must  work  tiiis  suiner  or 
starve  in  winter.  &  v'^  hard  labour  in  y"  da\'  rersders  }"m  verry  vjitil  to  watch 
e\  ery  3  or  4  nigh.ts  as  many  must  do  if  tliey  go  to  Garrison,  &  if  they  stay  at 
y''  house  they  must  expose  to  be  made  a  sacrifice  :  I  Hope  Hon"'  Council} 
wall  consider  y'  whereas  y^  are  but  10  small  towns  in  ir^y  Regiment  6  of}"" 
are  frontiers  &  as  for  Sherbon  I  can  procure  no  men  fro'  y^  my  ord"  will 
not  be  obey'-,  becaus  }  is  no  mibitia  setled,  Among  y"',  &.  no  settlement  or 
directions  how  I  nnay  procure  soukr"-  fro  y^  seuerali  Towns,  &  also  prov. 
l_/)rov/s/o/is.']  I  ho[>e  y-  Counciri  will  also  remember  y^  seuerali  soulcL*  in 
this  Regmt  are  sent  Eastw'b  O'  people  groan  vnder  y'  Burden  they  ly 
vnder  for  want  of  sould-'  fro  y'  Bay  parts,  &  y'^-\  I  Tntreat  o''  case  u^ay  be 
Considered  as  yo'  wisdom  shall  direct  &  Compassion  to  vs  shall  inclirie 
you.  All  y*"  Lnliabiianls  of  dunstable  excepting  2  farnilys  desire  to  draw- 
off,  viz  J  no  Sollendine  &  Thos  LuiT  whose  Garrisons  are  nere  to  each 

other,  these  seem  wiling  to  -themselves  with  lo  or  12  souki''.    I  desier 

an  ord''  to  Capt.  Parker  for  sum  shott  v:ho  hath  a  Quantity  of  y'  Countrys 
stock  in  liis  ("iaiid.  ]  am  adviscci  y^  Lancaster  hunters  haue  lately  seen  a 
cbpany  of  hidians  near  Wachusett  v"  number  of  y*  is  reported  to  be 
about  360.  3--\'  report  themselves  to  be  Albanians,  Senecas  .Maquas  w*^'  y'' 
western  or  Connecticut  In.dians.  This  vnusual  Confluence  of  so  nwany 
Indians  makes  many  to  suspect  ^w  fear  a  design  agst  vs.  I  doubt  not  but 
y*  Cour.cill  will  satisfy  themselves  about  it.  The  sould'-  y*  i  Desier  will 
be  needed  in  Chelmsford,  Groton  &  Lancaster.  Thus  H'^  Gentlemen  I 
haue  been  bold  to  craue  at  yo'  h.ands  w-''out  y'  }ea.st  Intention  to  dictate 
to  my  superiors  but  hun-ibly  to  submit  all  to  }o''  pleasure,  &  craue  of 
my  simplicity  0^'  pknnries.  I  am  not  capable  at  present  of  a  persona!! 
vvaitirjg  vp'c>  you,  otlierwisc  I  couid  more  pticuiarly  spread  befoi-e  you  o' 
nakedness  &  y'  extream  danger  of  destruction  y'  wee  are  in  if  not  belter 
defended  th.en  at  present  wee  are. 

I  an)  y-  Flon""-^  Humble  Servtt 
Chelmsford,  12  April,,  1692.  Tho  Hinchma.n 

Of  the  murder  of  the  Josliii  family  by  Indians,  July 
iS,  1692,  no  cctntemporary  mention  is  discovered.  The 
victims  were  : 

R'i7Ie<L 

Mrs.  Ilunriah  Wl-iitcomb.  widow  of  Jonathan. 
IMrs.  Sarah.  Jo>!in,  wife  of  i'eter. 
Three  young  children  of  Peter  Joslin, 
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Captive. 

EHzabetli  Ho\\-c,  sisltrrof  Mrs.  Joslin. 

Peter,  son  of  ]^et;:r  Josliii,  a^/ed  6  years:  killed  siiorlly  after, 

April  17,  1701,  a  resolve  was  passed  in  General  Court 
allowing  three  poinids  eiglitern  shillings  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Howe,  he  haveing  I'aid  ■:^o  riuich  for  tlie  Redemption  of 
Elizabeth  Howe  who  was  Captive  to  the  Indians."  She 
returned  from  Canada  in  1696,-  being  then  about  twenty 
years  of  age .  and  ir-anied  Thomas  Keyes  Dec.  23.  1698, 

1694.    To  his  Excdency      Goh-^  Sr  JVill,,:  Piiipps  KrJ  &c  tJie  Hoip'^i  Conn- 
ciil  ^  J\.i'presci'lati'}-'^s  coiivcancd  at  Bost'Vi  :  ffeb:  \\*>'-:  1693  4. 

The  Hiu^ible  Petition  of  JpiO  Hougliton  in  behrd.fe  of  tlie  Jr.l;al;Itants 
ofv'To'Ane  of  Lancast^ :  flunibly  Shewetli,  Tlnat  ^^■heras  y' sd  hihabi- 
taats  of  L.anraster  haue  both  formerly  and  of  hite  been  expossed  to  very 
great  troubles  &  charues  by  Reasoa  of  v'  Long  continued  war  with  y'  In- 
dians ;  seiierall  persons  being  killed  by  them  others  haueing  Lost  great 
part  of  theire  estate  by  them  :  &  also  by  being  so  long  Nesscssitated  to 
line  in  Ciarison  where  neither  men  nor  women  can  doe  but  very  litle 
towards  y'  supply  of  theire  i'ajnilyes  ;  tlieire  being  so  mutch  time  spent  in 
watching  wai  ding  &  many  allarrurns  that  hauc  been  amongst  ns  &  that 
which  is  more  y°  dayly  teares  we  we^e  expossed  to  in  y"  Dangers  ^vhich 
atended  us  in  our  labours,  being  for  so  long  a  time  constrained  to  get  our 
bread  with  y'  peril!  of  our  lines  :  wherby  many  are  brought  to  exti'earne 
poverty,  not  knowing  how  to  get  either  food  or  cloatlnng  for  then^;selues  or 
famillys  :  also  y"  great  cliarge  expended  in  building  Repairing  &  niaitJiaia- 
ing  so  many  Garissons  :  eight  of  \s  hich  being  allowed  by  order  :  charge  uf 
sd  Garissons  iteing  very  considerable  :  also  in  y"  midest  of  thee.^e  troubles 
we  haue  beene  at  great  charges  in  y*"  setlemunt  of  our  towne  :  it  being 
wholly  Destroyed  -f  last  v.-arr :  &  and  yet  we  are  in  great  feares  notv^itli- 
standing  y*"  t'jresent  peace  we  being  so  few  in  nun'iber  &  so  unable  to 
defend  oursehaes. 

You''  Peti""-  Humble  Request  to  yC  Hon''*  is  that  you  would  consider  the 
prmisses  &  Relieue  sd  h::habitants  by  Granting  th.em  som  considerable 
allowance  for  y"  charges  expended  in  y*  building  ifc  i^epaireing  sd  Garis- 
sons, acordingas  you""  Hon'"^  in  wisdom  and  Justice  shall  see  nieet  v\;  iiecrby 
your  Pet'"  together  v/ith  Rest  of  the  Inhabitants  of  sd  Lancaster  shah 
be  the  beter  Incouraged  to  conflict  with  y"  many  Ditracaityes  we  are  Inci- 
dent to     farther  oblidged  as  in  Duty  bound  euer  to  pray  :  &c  : 

J\o  HouGHiON  in  behalfe 

March  3'',  169314  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Lancasf 
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In  answer  \o  the.  aboue  I'ttition  &  for  the  incouragment  of  Vna  Iv'h-xh- 
itaiUs  of  Laiic.i.-^i',  i-efcrriag  to  Ihcir  :!_rcal  cliarge  in  foiiiliing  thcmselnes 
in  lliis  Trowhle^ome  time  the  nous.:  of  repre^ontaiiues  do  vote  tljat  ihe 
said  Town  be  allovved  them  Twent^-  i.!onn.d--^  out  of  y-  next  ass:j'-auMil  tV 
sent  up  to  bis  ex'-y  3  - Goutr''  &  CounciJ!  for  tlieire  Concurrance  &  Consent, 

NaIlI:  Bvfield  S/'i'(7/:cr. 
Oct''/  3o''-  3694.    Vof'  a  Concurrancc  by  the  Couneil. 

Is''  Adj)]ngtox  StT/rf. 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  C,  466.]   .;  . 

1695.  On  a  certain  Snbliath  of  this  year,  the  date  of 
which  is  not  on  recorcK  Abraham  "Wheeler,  whia'!  on  his 
way  from  tlve  garrisoj;  to  h.is  own  liouse,  was  mortally 
wonndeci  by  an  Indian  lying  in  \\ait  for  him.  It  lias  been 
stated  that  Wheeler  lived  upon  Wataqnadock.  Thi;  loca- 
tion of  liis  home  is  prGvt;d  an  error  by  these  items  in  tiH" 
inventory  of  his  est:ite,  pi-esenled  in  ?'iiddU^sex  Court.,  Nov. 
6,  1695,  by  his  widow  Tabitha  : 

To  House  L(Jtt  12  acres  &  liouseing  upon  it.  ■  " 

To  three  acres  of  Intervale  swamp  at  y^'  Rin.cr  by  y-  hcusc. 

[Mi'idlesfix  Pi obole  Files.] 

1697.  May.    Han  ah  Dustan  came  to  see  us.  .   .   .  She  sailh  her 

IMastei%  vvhotr.  she  kilki,  did  formerly  live  with  Mr  Koukuuison  at  Lan- 
caster. 

[Diary  of  Sanii.a^l  Seuai!,  i.  453.] 

Sabbalii  Sept"  12.  We  liear  of  tlie  sh^UL^hter  made  at  Lancaster  yes- 
terday. 

Sept-  13.  At  Roxbury  .Mr  Danfortli  tells  me  that  Mr.  Vvhiiincc-  the 
Minister.  v,as  dead  an.I  buried  :  Indians  shot  and  scalped  fiim  about  no-)n. 

[Diary  of  Sarauel  Sawal!,  I,  450.] 

?vlay,  1097.  In  the  lattei"  end  of  tins  month  a  v-'oman  the  wife  of  Lit-I- 
teuant  Wlllder  distrode  her  stif  in  a  iit  of  mt- llancholly.  She  was  in  her 
Life  time  esteemed  a  truly  pious  woman  By  tliem  y^  knew  her. 

Sept,  1697.  On  the  Saturday  following  the  Indians  did  a  great  dea'l  of 
mischief  at  Lancaster,  they  beset  the  towne  about  noon.  Lamed  \o 
houses,  killed  and  captivated  about  20  persons  of  v/hich  the  chief  v.tis 
the  Reverend  John  Whiting  pastor  of  y"  church  of  Clnast  there. 

[Joint  Marshall's  Diary  in  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Piistorica]  Society.] 

On  SepteiTiber  it  a  party  of  the  enemy  came  upon  the  town  of  Lan- 
caster then  prepared  for  mischief  by  a  wonderful  securiiy,  and  they 
did  no  litth;  mischief  unlo  it.  Near  tv.enty  were  killed  arid  among  the 
rest  Mr  John  Whiting  the  pastor  of  the  chtn-ch  there.    Five  v.ere  carried 
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captives,  two  or  three  houses  were  burnt  and  several  old  people  in  them. 
Ca[)T.  Brown  w  it!)  fifty  rnen  '  pursued  tliem  till  th.e  night  stopj>ed  lue  pur- 
suit, ljut  it  seci'.is  a  strange  dog  or  t'.vo  unknown  to  the  compau}-  did  b\' 
tlieir  Larking  alaruin  tlie  enemy  to  rise  in  the  night,  and  strip  and  sca-p  an 
English  captive  woman  and  fiv  so  far  into  ti;e  Vv'oods  that  after  two  days 
bootless  labour  our  nien  returned. 

[Cotton  Alather's  ]Maga<uia,  IL  639.] 

In  Massachusetts  Archives,  11,  257,  is  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor William  Stoughton  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Connecticut,  irorn  which  tills  is  an  extract : 


■    Boston  Sept.  14,  }6gy. 

 Upon  ye         inst:int  a  party  of  Indians  to  y'  number  of 

ab(:>ut  Forty  as  was  judged,  about  tv,"elve  o  ciocl-:  the  same  day,  Surprized 
and  kiid  about  26  persons  at  Lancaster,  of  winch  the  niinister  of  tlie 
Town  was  one,  burnt  t'>vo  Gai  risen  houses  and  two  Barnes,  the  Garrisons 
being  left  open  and  y"  Inhabitants  surprized  in  tlieir  Fields :  there  is  a 
}>ar!:y  of  rnen  out  in  pursuit  of  y-  Enemy  

A  List  of  Gasualties  Sei'temhek  ii,  1697. 

Ixeverend  John  Whitiiig,  aged  33. 
Daniel  Hudson. 

.\h-s.  Joanna  Hudson,  wife  of  DanieL 

Two  children  of  Nathaniel  Htidson,  grandchildren  of  Daniel. 
John  Scate,  Ska/l  or  Skcath. 
Mrs.  Scate,  wife  of  John 

?Jrs.  Hannah  Kugg.  Vvddow  of  John,  and  daughter  of  John  Prescott, 

Joi.epi;  i'ugg.  son  of  Hannah,  aged  29. 

Mjs.  Pv-ugg,  ^vife  of  Josepli. 

Turee  ciiildren  ol'  Joseph. 

Jonatlian  Fairbank,  aged  31. 

Grace  Fairbank,  daughter  of  Jonathan. 

bouas  Fairbank,  son  of  Jonathan. 

Ephraim  Roi)er. 

Mrs.  Hannali  Roper,  second  wife  of  Ephraim. 

Elizabeth  Roper,  daughter  of  Ephraim,  aged  14.  ^9 

Captives. 

Joanna,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hudson,  aged  37.    Killed  (?)  in  captivity. 
E]i/a:;eth,  daughter  of  Daniel  IIud>ou,  aged  39.  do. 
.Mr--.  i\iary  baii'baid-:,  wife  of  Jonath.an,  returned  January,  1699. 
Mrs.  W'h.ee'er,  Tabitfia,  widow  of  A.braham  (?). 
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Mary  Glaoicr,  returned  January,  1699. 

j^phrai;-;!  Rover,  sen  {)i  Ejihraini,  ageil  about'! 2,  returned. 

John.  S.aU-.'  sr,u 

H.'..:n.^';  R"y-,  v!:.vi-r  ;  j^-  of  Joseph.  8 

Rev.  Tjmolhv  Harrino-ron  in  his  Centiir\^  Sermon  in- 
cliidi.^s  amcv-ig  t'he  captured  "a  vson  of  Josepli  i<-tjgg,"'  vvhicii 
is  probablv  an  error  of  ofiiuL-r,  as  Ilaririah  Rugg  is  the 
iKunc  of  a  Lancaster  prisoner,  1699.  ilarringcou  also 
names  Joanna  and  Eli/^abeth  Hudson  as  killed.  If  killed, 
their  relatives  did  not  know  die  fact  nearl}'  thnee  months 
later,  as  will  be  shown  below.  ' . ■:• 

Reverend  John  Wbititig-'s  residence  was  on  the  lawn  of 
the  Col.  Fay  estate,  a  fevv  ieet  south  of  the  well  v/hich  is 
still  in  use.  The  house  stood  until  early  int  the  present 
century,  a  path  bordered  with  Inige  button-wood  trees  lead- 
ing fronn  tlie  front  door  to  tlie  highway  soutli.  The  inven- 
tory of  liis  estate  sinus  £221  g\  a  large  amoinit  in  tliose 
days  ;  and  the  articles  of  household  furniture  indicate  a 
degree  of  luxury  in  living  quite  unustuil  in  bvanc aster. 
Mistress  Alice  Whidng  doubtless  Avas  much  en\ied  the 
possession  of  '  a  pair  of  ]jlev>-  Cui tains  &  Vallens,"  vid/ued 
at  i£  io\- — "a  silver  cup  Ov  three  silver  spoons  2£  io%" — 
and  ''4  blew  cloth  chaires  &  2  plaine  great  chaires."  The 
''Books"  were  estimated  v/orth  'j£  14'.  Twin  chiidren, 
"Alice  &  Kanie,''  nearly  three  years  old,  died  May  193 
1697  ;  and  Eunice,  aged  i  year,  survived  the  fatlier  but 
two  monihs.  Jn  i/Oi  the  v.idov/  luarried  Reverend  Tirn- 
oth\'  wStevens. 

Daniel  Hudson,  a  brickmaker  and  bricklayer  from 
V\''atertown,  was  admitted  an  irihabitanl  in  1664.  When  he 
made  his  will  tw  o  3''ears  be  tore  his  deatli,  he  was  in  pos- 
session of  two  house  lots  of  tvA'enty  acres  eacli,  namely  : 
the  John  ^loore  lot  and  Gibson's  Hill,  which  last  he  pur- 
Ciiased  in  1670  of  .Major  Simon  Willard.  In  short,  he 
ovvned  th.e  upland  from  tlie  Rowlandson  Garrison  site  to 
I^d.rs.  Ware's  corner.    The  exact  position  of  his  house  is 


135 


not  di;:,co\  ered.  lie  had  at  least  five  sons  and  five  dan li- 
ters, ar;d  those  surviving  signed  an  agreement  December 
2d,  1607.  from  which  are  transcribed  these  provisions  ; 

For  f.i'i  s^i-Ts"  wea'in;^^  cloilits  We  muiiialy  agree  to  leave  them  uiidi- 
vid  .1  V  I  te-Liii  ....  1-iOping  that  one  tliero  namely:  either  Johiaual"! 
or  Llnzaoein  may  be  yet  alive:  .....  also  iu  case  that  either  of  our 
said  ji-t^;b,  'J,  dl  God"s  goodiies  be  againe  Reduced  fromi  Captivity, 
that  tl'ea  v^-'e  do  fariiier  oblige  ourselves  as  aforesaid  to  allow  &.  pay  unto 
either  of  them  that  so  Retn.rne  her  portion  doubly. 

John  Skeath,  ''a  cordv/ainer  from  Boston,"  married  vSarah 
the  daughter  of  Lawrence  AVaters.  As  he,  in  connecLion 
with  Liis  brotbier-in--htw,  Stephen  Waters,  owned  hinds  in 
Lancaster,  it  seems  not  irnprobabh.^.  that  tlie  victim  recorded 
as  John  Scate,  may  liave  been  his  son  John,  born  in  1659. 

Mrs.  Hannah  R.ugg  had  been  widowed  less  than  a  year, 
and  Joseph  perhaps  lived  with  liis  mother  upon  the  John 
Rcigg  home  lot  -which  bordered  the  soutii  side  of  the  road 
that  .climbs  George  Hill,  forty  rods  north  of  the  school- 
house,  'i^he  captive  girl,  Hannah,  had  not  returned  nfteen 
years  later, 

Joiiathan  Fairbanks  was  a  son  of  that  Jonas  who  was 
slain  in  the  massacre  of  1676,  and  dwelt  somewhere  near 
the  southerly  end  of  the  Georo-e  Hill  ran^'^e.  From  h.is 
invei3tory  he  seems  to  have  been  a  blacksmxith.  Two  cliil- 
dren,  the  oldest  and  youngest,  escaped  capture.  The  two 
slain  were  under  eight  years  of  age.  If  the  evidence  oi  a 
gravestone  in  the  old  burial  ground  may  be  accepted,  the 
bo}' Jonas  lived  four  days  after  the  Indian  raid. 

Ephraim  Roper  was  the  same  who  escaped  from  the 
Rowlandson  garrison  in  the  massacre  of  1676,  and  was 
son  of  John  Roper,  killed  that  year.  He  u-as  about  fifty- 
three  vears  of  age,  and  had  served  as  a  soldier  under  Cap- 
tain Turner  in  Plnlip's  war.  Hannah  was  his  second  wife, 
and  widov;  of  Stor:d\en  Goble,  hanged  for  murder  in  1676. 
His  house  was  garrisoned,  situated  on  the  George  Hill  road 
a  liltle  west  of  the  scliool-h.ouse,  and  probably  on  the  north 
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side  of  the  way.  An  item  in  1h'::  bill  of  the  ad inini^lratorj 
Nathanifi  Wilder,  against  Kphraini  Rijj^er  s  estate,  was  for 
the  fee  pd  to  Jooadum  Prc&cott  tor  curin^;^  one  of  y'^ 
Daupditers  of  y"  said  Dec"^  of  a  \voui)d  Received  by  y'' 
Indians  7*'%  97,"  but  whether  this  was  Ruth,  aged  16,  or 
Bathsheba,  the  younger,  is  not  intiinated. 

Cascoe  Bay,  y"  17  JaaiKiry  1690 1 9 
T'he  names  of  the  Captiucs  Rec'^  aboard  the  I^roviuce  Gall}  from  the 
Indians. 

Mary  ffarbankes  of  Lancaster  ■■  -■[.■■■ 

Mary  Glasser  of  Lancaster  .  .... 
The  names  of  the  Captiues  yett  hi  the  Lndians  liands. 

Ephi  aim  Ropper  of  Lancaster    Gon  to  Allbanic. 

Hannah  Rui^-g  of  Lancaster    Gon  to  Allbanie  '  . 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  r.x.x,  39S.] 

7b  the  Iloii-'i-^  The  IJ .  Gov^-  Couv.ciI  and  house  of  rcpresentaHves  in 
Gen'^-  Court  assembled  this  5^''''  of  June  1701. 
The  Petition  of  Capt';  Tlioniag  fjrowa  hinnbbv  Shew';'  Thai  yo'  Pet'  in 
the  Month  of  Sept.  1697  when  the  Indians  alarmed  tlie  ']'o->''.  ne  of  Lancas- 
ter, was  coiTianded  by  Maj;  Tyng  with  a  Company  of  Sol;iers  to  pursue 
them,  and  in  that  pursuit  and  IC\pL;diiion  lost  a  very  good  hr»rse  i.if  about 
Tenu  pounds  value  and  nc'.er  yet  had  an_v  satisfaction  for  the  same.  Yo'' 
Pet;  hoj'^es  yo^  hon""-^  will  consider  the  premises,  and  recompencc  yo''  pef;  by 
allowing  him  the  \-alae  of  Ins  loss,  pureb;  sustain''  in  the  Countre)'s  serv  ice, 
or  w'  oth''  compensation  yo^  hon''~  bhall  ^ee  meet ; 

[Massochuselts  Archives,  l.XX,  527.] 

1697.  To  the  Kt.  Honrable  the  Lieut  Gov>'  the  Homd  CoifueiH  Rt/>;-e- 
serdatives  Convened  i;i  Gen>'dli  Asse/nbly  at  Boston  Oetober  13  1697 
The  Humble  Petition  of  John  HouglUon  in  behalfe  of  the  Inhaljitatiis 
of  the  Tovrne  of  Lancaster  Hunibiy  Sheweth  That  fforasmuch  as  the 
Righteous  God  hath  permited  the  heathen  Lidian  PZnemyes  to  kill  and  de- 
stroy many  of  our  peo'ple  in  a  cruell  bcU-barous  maner  both  formerl\-  and 
lately  to  the  great  terrier  i\;  amazement  of  those  thaa  survive  ^Jv-  to  our  gia-at 
Loss  (5/.  Damage  &  esi>eciauy  in  having  our  minister  taken  avvay  b\'  such  a 
avvfu.ll  stroke,  we  greaib  feare  we  sh.ill  not:  prevaile  with,  any  to  cbni  iS; 
seUle  v^ith  us  in  the  v.ajrk  of  the  nnuistrc}"  i)ecause  of  tiie  pr<::sent  ti-ouijies 
&  also  we  being  left  few  in  number  &  brought  very  lov/  l)y  lim  long  con- 
tinued troubles,  cill  w  hich  is  Reaaiy  bs  caese  us  to  disjxiire  of  any  Longer 
Continua.nce  in  said  Towne  exce[)t  v.-e  niay  liave  som  encimragcniunl  & 
Relieile.    Which  niovetli  yo*"  petition"  Hu;nbly  to  Req'a.cst  your  hon's  to 
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consider  oui  distressed  conditio.)  &  that  our  part  of  the  vis  las  I  granted 
niav  be  Reiruted  iLere  b-.iii'.;-  *o  many  of  the  persons  on  wlionie  it  v.-: is 
k-vied  6:  theli  i-slah;s  designed  &  that  we  hi  ay  be  freed  froivi  paying  taxes 
\\''diL-^:!  'vu  Hc-:-ai;,e  loidvM  >La;h  irauldvs,  Jv  that  if  \\\:  n.a)  be  i^'i! died 
tii rough  Gods  goodne?  to  coritiiiuc  there  for  the  future  we  pray  that  we 
niav  have  \ou!  iioa's  advise  cc  help  in  the  procuring  Ce  seilcrient  oi'  a  luln- 
!4e-,  without  v.'iddi  we  cannot  at  present  of  ourselves  do  ir.  .'c  that  we 
may  be  supported  with  soukiieivs,  for  we  are  no  long''  able  of  ourselves  to 
beare  up  under  such  a  Wasting,  &  desolating  War,  ail  which  being  by 
your  Hon'''  considered,  it  is  hoped  you  will  se  meet  to  grant  our  Request 
as  above  which,  will  .greatly  encourage  said  Inhabitants  &  yo''  petition'  as 
in  duty  bound  shcdl  pray  &'''^> 

John  Houghton. 

[Eucforsrtf.']  In  y-  House  of  Represeiitatiues,  Oct:  19;  1697  ReCb 
Read  y  j6';'  Oct,  97.  In  y*  house  of  Rej>resentatiues  Voted.  That  for 
encoura!.dng  S:  enabling  y'  said  Townc  to  get  a  -Minister :  y'  there  be 
'■'■went'-  poi'uds  payd  out  of  y"  publick  Tieasury  of  this  prouiuce  to  ye 
minister  y'  shall  be  procured  to  Hue  there  for  y*"  first  year. 

Sent  up  far  f.oncurrance  Tenn  Townsend  Speaker 

]u  Council.    26''' Oct.  Jaag/.    Voted  a  concurrance 

ISA  A'DDINGTO.N^  SteV 

[Mrissn.chusctii  Arcliivcs,  xr,  125.] 

1699.  ■  Dee  1 2.  Josiali  \\'hitcomb  on  belialfe  of  Lancaster  Inforriied 
the  Court  that  ihcy  are  provided  v.'''  suthcient  pound  Oc  stocks  and.  wcie:!i!"s 
and  measures  far  wddcli  t!';ey  stand  pr'smited  for  y  want  of;  t'le  C(au.rt 
accepting  of  Ids  Information  they  arc  dismist  he  pa}-ing  fees  of  Court. 

[Middlesex  C^ourt  Records.] 

in  a  note  lo  "A  Century-  Sennon."  Reverenci  Tinaothy 
i  hirrinodori  gives  tiic  nai'ncs  of  thiee  ministers  who  were 
temptararijy  in  LanCitsler  bet\\'een  1697  and  lyOi.  Tliey 
were  :  Jolin  Ivobinoon,  at'tervvards  minister  in  iJuxbiiry, 
1 70-:-i  7 ;:;(.),  <;raduated  at  Harvard,  1695  ;  Satniiel  Whitman 
graduated  at  Harvard,  1696,  and  a  Mr.  Jones.  Hiirriiig- 
ton  says  :  ''IMr.  Jones  was  invited  to  settle,  btit  dirFiculties 
arising,  his  Ordination  was  prevented,  and  he  retnoverl." 
Jose|"di  W'iliard.  Ks(|..  suggests  that  this  niay^  liav^e  been 
Jolm  Jones,  gradualoc!  at  Harvard,  1690.  If  so.  he  was 
never  ordained  elsewriere.  Harrington  adds:  "In  May 
1 701,  Mr,  Andrew  Gardner  was  invited  to  preacli,  and  in 
September  ibliowing  was  invited  to  settle  in  the  ^linistry." 


138 


ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


I'he  following  glxcs  evidence  that  'Mr.  Gardner  was  al 
once  placed  in  possession  of  his  predecessor's  house  and 
lands : 

March  .?  I';  1 70 1,  A  lice  Vv  iiiting.  '-widow  S:  Relict  to  the  Reverend 
Mr  John  Whiting  late  minister  of  the  Gospel!  at  y"  Town  of  Lancaster/' 
 ill  consideratiori  of  sjj:d»>:43oujijj-sJ.ii^^  paid,  sold  to  — 

Thomas  Sawyer  juner  arid  John  Koughton  Sen''  and  to  ail  ai'id  every 
th.e  rest  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Lancaster  ....  my  Dwelling  house 
at  said  Lancaster  with  ten  acres  of  upland  adjoining  to  it  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  the  River  neej"  to  s''  Thomas  Sawyers  'liouse  and  bounchcd 
northerly  and  southerly  by  two  liighwayes  and  westerly  it  comes  to  be  nar- 
row neer  to  a  point  and  easterly  it  is  bovindcd  by  a  little  common  upland 
that  lyeth  beisvixt  it  and  sorn  medow  of  Thomas  Sawyer  StiV  ....  also 
about  si:-:  acres  of  interval  Land  more  or  less  which  said  Ljhabitants 
formerly  purchased  of  Lieut.  Jonathan  Prescott :  and  is  bounded  by  said 
Sawyers  medow  west,  Sam^'  Prescotts  Land  north,  the  highway  so'iUi^and 
at  the  easi.v.-ard  end  it  comes  near  to  a  point.  All  which  house  and  land 
were  formerly  given  by  said  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  to  late  reverend 
Mr  John  Whiting  some  time  Pastor  of  y'  Church  of  Christ  there. 

[Middlesex  Registry.] 

THE  ADDITIONAL  GRANT. 

1702,  Nov.  6.  A  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster,  Praying  Liberty 
to  purchase  of  George  Tahanto,  Indian  Sagamore,  a  Certain  Tract  of 
Land  lying  adjoinin,g  to  the  West  end  of  sd  Township  betwixt  that,  and 
Wachusets  Hills  v/as  sent  up  from  the  Representatives  with  the  orders  of 
that  House  in  answer  to  the  Same,  That  a  conur.ittee  be  a})pointed  bv 
tihs  Court  to  go  upon  and  take  a  view  of  the  Land  petitioned  for  and  to 
Uiaix  their  report  to  tlie  next  session  of  this  Court.  The  Petitioners  to 
defray  tr,e  Ciiarge  of  the  said  Committee.  Which  Petition  and  Order 
being  read  at  the  Board  ihie  said  Order  v/as  Concurred  with  :  and  Coilo. 
Tyr.g  .M:\jor  Thos  Browne  and  Capt  James  Minott,  with  such  others  as 
the  Representatives  shall  th.ink  tit  to  Name  were  appointed  by  this  Board 
to  be  a  Com.miitee  for  the  affair  afioresaid. 

[Massachusetts  Records.] 

The  land  thus  petitioned  for,  had  been  boug'ntand  bond- 
ed more  t'tian  a  year  before.  The  original  petition  has  not 
been  found.  A  copy  of  the  Bond  niade  bv  John  Houghton 
is  among  the  papers  of  Joseph  Willard,  Esq. 

■  Know  ail  men  by  these  presents,  that  L  George  Tahanto,  Indian  Sag- 
amore, for  and  in  consideration  of  what  nioney,  namely,  twelve  pounds, 
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was  fomiei']}'  jiaid  to  Sliolan,  my  uncle,  son-sctime  sa^'aniore  of  Naslmah, 
for  ihe  ivjrc'iiase  of  ^^.id  tovvnihip,  aiid  al.so  forty  six  sbiljiii^t^^s  formerly 
],i;rld  h\  Insigne  Jolm  Moore  and  jolra  Houghton  o\  s;dd  ,'s'nshuah  to 
JaiiiCr,  W'istr,  alias  Oiiojepenett,  uow  deceased,  bin  especially  for  and  iu 
con.->idera'ioa  of  eiglileen.  pounds  paid  part,  and  the  rest  secured  lo  be 
paid.  jo]. a  HuLigi^ion  and  Natlianiel  Wilder,  their  heirs,  execaiors  and 
a<^.sigtis  forcve;-,  n  ccrMin  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  westward 
line  of  Nasjiuah  township,  adjoining  to  said  iine,  and  butts  southerly  for 
tbiC  most  j)ar[  on  Nasliuah  river,  bearing  westerly  towards  Wachusett 
Hilis,  and  runs  northerly  as  far  as  Nashuah  townslup,  and  whicli  lands 
and  meadows,  be  it  more  or  less,  to  be  to  tlie  said  Insigne  John  Moore, 
Jo'nn  Houghton,  and  Nathaniel  Wilder  tb.eir  hcir>.  and  assigns,  to  have 
and  to  hold  forever.  And  I  the  said  George  Tahanlo,  do  liereby 
promise  and  engage  to  procure  an  order  from  the  honored  General 
Ce'urt,  for  their  allowance  and  confirmation  of  the  sale  of  said  lands  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  that  1  wiil  show  and  mark  out  the  bomids  of  said  land 
in  convenient  time,  not  exceeding  four  months,  and  also  to  make  such 
deeds  and  con\-e3'ances,  as  may  be  Uiecessary  for  the  conhrmation  of  the 
premises,  and  that  also  I  the  said  George  Taharto  do  by  these  presents 
full)-  ratify  and  conhrm,  all  &  evei'y,  tlje  said  tdwn5.1np  of  Nashuah  alias 
Lancaster  to  the  inhabitants  aUid  proprietors  thereof  according  as  it  was 
formeily  granted  to  them  or  their  ancestors  by  my  uncle  Sholaa,  and  laid 
out  to  them  b)  Ensign  Tlionias  Noyes,  and  confirmed  by  tlie  Hoir.  Gen- 
eral Court.  For  the  performance  of  all  the  abovesaid,  I,  the  said  Geoi-a 
Tahanto,  have  set  my  band  and  seal,  this  tv^enty  sixth  dav  of  jime,  in.  tlie 
j^tii  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  William  the  'Jlurd  ovtr 
England,  &,c.  Kirjg,  Anno  Domini,  1701. 

Gec^kgp:  Tahanto  his  0  niark 
Mary  Aunsocaijmg  her  )  mark 

Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  of 
JoiiNWON.SQuox  his  )  mark 
JrjKN  Aquittic'cs  his  !  mark 
Lexer  PucivAtauch  his  P  mark 
.  JoNATiiAN  Wilder 
John  Guild. 

No  action  seenirs  to  have  been  taken  by  this  cotnniiriee, 
or  by  tlie  general  court  until  171 1,  and  the  bounds  of  the 
grant  were  tinally'  seltled  in  1721,  under  wiiich  dates  fur- 
ther records  will  be  found. 
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1703.    7'.  J  /  -'.v  /•.■.!(■;•//, ,  ;  y''.\  ■:/>/.■  I  >:/7f.:y  /'.;:>>■:  Capf  :  General  a )'d  GQve.r)io7' 
i,i  C'h:  I  in  ihe  J'.-'T-n     .  '  //,■  J7jssirr/f!fjc'/s  j>ay  in  iVeiu 

-  7in_ciand  ami  I'iec  Adinirai  0/  i/u-  sa  :/?■'.  7  i:-:  i{a;:a^le:  her  Majiu's : 
Con  III  i I  of  liie  >>i  J'ro-rinee.  inul  To  thi  ii.w  :>-::.-  J /case  of  Reprf<it:nt\.z- 
/rrc  s  L  ■.liivened  in  Cenend  Asseninly  for  t''c  sd  J  'rovinee. 

Tlie  Humble  Petition  ..'f  -d  Nu.  fiVeehoIders  Proprietors  &;  In- 

habitants of  Lancaster  witlun  tnc  ^-.i  P'rox  ince,  whose  names  are  hereunto 
:-,;;bs<.:rii;-cd,  Shevveiii — That  in  or  a'oou!  tiie  year  1653,  The  Inhabitani-  of 
the  sd  Towii  did  a-'rce  :.inKin:.:>t  thcuis,d vt-s  to  j >ay  to  and  for  the  Use  of 
the  Mir.istei  of  tiie  sd  Town  the  sum  of  Ten  shiiiim^s  a  year  in  ccn.-ider- 
ation  of  t!u.i.-  home  Lot  is  and  if  tisat  shouid  tail  siiort  of  a  maluteiiiince, 
then  to  make  up  the  same  b\'  an  equal  tvate  upon  their  Goods  and  other 
imi-iroved  Lar^d.-,  in  such  way  and  order  as  the  Couiitr}'  rate  was  raised. 
Wddeh  NN'a}'  and  nicthoc'  was  equ:d  so  toue;  as  the  Inhaljitants  of  the  sd 
Town  coiiiliiued  upon  their  liome  Lotts.  But  now  so  it  is  may  it  please 
yo''  Fxeell'-'-"  ;  arid  Honors  :  That  sewaa!  of  the  sd  Inhabitants  are  re- 
moved froai  di^'ir  home  Lotts  (whie^i  aj'c  left  de-^titute  &  utumproved, 
tii'.reb}-  disenabled  to  pay  any  rate  alt  ah)  to  their  second  Division  of 
J.oft:-  '.vdiieh  pay  no  i<.:i.ies.  and  the  charge  of  the  Maintenance  of  the  sd 
Mnds'er  wln.-dy  fails  ups.>n  }•..>"  Pelilioinrs  ro  their  great  wrong  &  damage, 
and  if  not  tirrieiy  renmdied  by  \o"  Excel :  N:  Imev"" :  will  be  a  standing  «lv 
intolerable  inconvenience  oc  matter  of  Divi.-.ion  in  iheyr  Town,  for  tliat 
the',  are  nfjt  able  to  be  a  tiie  Chiu'ge  tliereui.  .\nd  ff^r  as  much  as  the  sd 
To'vn  had  never  tiny  adenn  nt  niade  by  Law.  but  such  an  agreen-icnt  as 
above  sd  Nvhich  is  n*-.-ii.;ier  biudiisg  nor  et^ual  and  w  hereas  sd  Tosvri  caimot 
agree  an'ong  thcins'^lves  iiovv  to  raise  linjif  minisiei'S  saiiar\ ,  \'0'  Petition- 
ers Thierefore  huml.iy  pray  Tii.it  )0''  Excell''-  :  Ov  i-'onors  v.all  be  pleased  to 
take  tile  b'!a  'ni:,e->  \\'''^^  \0'"  se'  i'ius  Con.-.i(.ier.U!oa  :  ami  settle  the  mainte- 
nau'vC  or  ir,e  m!ni-a.r  of  the  sd  Tosvn  in  such  eietiiods  iV  \v.a\ s  as  to  yo'' 
E\celp>' ;  and  .Honois,  ;>iiall  in  yo'  great  \vi,vdoni  seeni  to  be  most  equal 


1701-1713, 


MASSACHUSJ-rrTS.  1643-1725. 


14 


just  . 
ever. 


h!v:n  may  b^'  biuii 
i:-L\jAA;ix  ivj-.i.i.r 

JOSKrH  Gr.AZKAR 


William  L'i- (Mj, 
Jonathan  W'r! itllkm l 


them  &  their  pristeri'}'  U; 
1  ever  pray  c^^"-' 

i\  AT!LVMi;i.   Sa  ^VViL; 
[OSLT'i;  W^HKiJHLC 

.  John  Glazier 

Geohge  Gi.A/!ER 
Thomas  Ro^^e 
Sa?.!Uel  Prescott 
EPHRAnr  Wjeeek 

NATfL\NTEL  ]lLM-<iN 
SamEEL   Ga  K  i 

Dane-i.  Rlge  -" 
Gylrlan  Steevens 


r/:;/;/';Atvr.]  In  the  House  of  l< 
solved,  'i  i:E  i;.  •'•'•>n!cb.  ns  ilie  I  ' 

Deseiicd-    Vhc'v  f^;Tne!-  A;L-. :"• 
is  no'v  nuil  and  void,  and  liv-v  <i: 
Rate  up.)!!  dieii-  [idinldt.ints  in  "-pu  di 
Seat  u'A  ^or  concurrence. 


opresentatives,  June  ?:]  1703.  Re- 
••E.  .'".[  the  Tovp  of  !..;■> nca'--tcr 
i  e   i:^nemy.  and  live  Id. w'lolly 
e  I-.  •  le.diEtenance  of  ibvir  >f irdstcr 
lo  '■  )oceed  to  Lew  their  ministers 
}-'roi-)0!  tion  as  the  Law  Directs. 
Ja.mes  Converse  .sy^A^/vr. 


die  p'-edict.  In  Council  Read  and  past  a  concurrance 

iSA  AoDlNGTr-N 


-v/r- 


In  the  I  To  use  of  Repres.:-,,EE;-.  e  •.  SepE  7.  1703. 

l.'pon  ih'-  Heading  sad  Gou -i  !i-.ing  of  the  Petition  on  the  other  side, 
ord'-red .  TlE.t  the  ministers  salar)  in  the  Town  of  Lancaster  Lcvyed, 
and  Goliecled  of  the  several i  inhabitants  by  tiie  same  Rules,  and  ie  the 
same  i'roportio-ns  uith  the  f'rovince  Tax:  for  tliis  present  yea  re. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  James  Converse  S/H\iki-?\ 

[.Ma^Miichusetts  Archives,  xr,  1^^3-4.] 


7die  foregoiiir*-  nElition  marks  the  begiuniug  c;f  an  iiw- 
portaid.  chaiigE  itj  the  gr';)\\  tii  of  tlic  town.  In  da\'s  of 
peace  the  ino'-euiGrvt  of  incrett-e  had  been  .-teaclilv  west- 
ward, and  even  tiie  'hloody  lesseMi  of  th.e  massacre  of  1676 
had  not  a'/ailEd  to  di^turl-)  the  centi-e  of  poptdation  materi- 
alh'  :  though  a  fevs-  iamilics  eolh-cled  ahang  the  sunnv  side 
of  tlie  \V;Aaonadock  raEfE,EA  LOud  on  the  hilLs  east  e)f  vStill 
River.  ]  hit  each  suceecding  Indian  raid  emphasized  more 
strongly  tji-  fuel,  that,  in  a  nnlitary  point  ot"  view,  George 
Ild!  wtis  a  very  nnsale  position.  A  retrogrtide  movement 
ah^ng  tl:e  eastern  higlnva\'s  took  phice,  and,  ckistering 
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about  central  g-arrisons,  last  ^rovAni^  families  slKipcd  the 
little  villa j.^es  that  in  a  <"'cViCialion  or  two  were  to  be  excised 
from  tlie  origiiial  granl  as  tlie  towiisliips  of  Ilarvai-d,  Bol- 
ton and  Berlin, 


1703.  To  /'/s  Kxcllency  J'ostph  Dudley  Esq.  Capt.  Gene  rail  Govern  our 
In  C/ii'i'e  &-'c  the  Howuble  Coiinal  6-^  Reprcsrntalrres  of  her 
Majsiies  Provhire  of  iMassacJiusetts  Bay  J)i  New  Erigland  Corovened 
hi  Generall  Assenibley  the  thirteenth  Day  of  August  1707. 

T))e  Petetiou  of  Joseph  Wilder  of  Lancaster  H-imbly  Sheweth,  That 
yo'"  Petf:tioner  In  y'  yearc  1703  hzmg  ordered  by  Capt  Lenjanvin  ^Vi^ard 
to  Provide  twenty  paire  of  good  Snow  Slioose  for  y"  use  of  his  souldiers 
v  liich  A ccrirdin'.^ly  \\'rir,  iiiii^-.lcc ?!  paire  of  tbeiu  provided,  four  of  which 
Coll  Jonathan  Tyn;,(  sent  nr  ^v;-  had  thern  for  y-  expedition  to  ^A'■enepissi- 
ockett :  th.e  oih.ers  were  Delivered  by  said  Ca[>t  Willards  order  to  his  men 
&  used  l>\-  liicm  In  Scouiini;  about  y"  froiitiers.  Yovu"  Petitioner  Disburst 
Considerab'lc  of  liis  ow  lie  rrione  >'  to\\'atd.s  the  procurino-  of  these,  to  v"  per- 
sons th.at  made  ihem,  &  is  threatened  to  be  sued  for  y*'  Remainder,  &  In 
case  he  should,  tr-nst  unaw)idably  pay  it,  which  will  be  apparent  wrong. 
Your  Petetioner  expected  that  Coll  Tyng  would  have  Taken  care  they 
siiouhd  Lore;  care  now  haue  been  paid  for.  but  hitherto  ne\'er  Received 
one  peney.  If  Coll  'P}ng,  ever  Received  any  pay  for  f  foure  paire  finst 
delivered  }et  nothing  hath  been  allowed  to  then^  that  made  theiii,  !}ui 
what  your  I'vtetioner  disburst  as  abovesaid,  wliich  is  greatly  to  iheire 
WTong  iSc  Damage  vV  if  noi  in  a  sliort  time  Remedied  Will  proove  a  Greiv- 
ance.  Your  I'eletion'"  dieiefore  Humbly  Pra\es  that  your  rbxcellencv  & 
Hon''"  would  consider  y^'  Premisses  &  order  that  your  Petetion'"  may  be  paid 
out  of  tliC  Publique  'I  resury  what  is  Justly  Due  for  said  Snow  Shoose 
which  at  foure  siiillings  a  paire  as  was  then  alowed  amounts  to  y"  sum  of 
foure  pound  fitteene  shillings  tliat  so  y'  persons  concerned  may  be  paid 
without  further  Trouble  or  delay,  And  your  Petetioner  as  In  Duty  Bound 
Shall  ever  I'ray  cS.-c  : 

Joseph  Wilder, 

In  tlie  Moar.e  of  Representatives 

Nov;  4:  1707.  Read  &  Comitted.  25  Read  &  Resolved  That  the 
sum  of  tTour  Pounds  and  fifieen  shillings  be  allowed  Paid  out  of  tlie 
publirk  'irea;^ury  to  Joseph  Wilder  the  Petitioner  in  full  for  the  snow  shoes 
above  menuoned.       Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

John  Bukrell  Speaker 

l\o\\  26.  1 707, 

In  Council  Read  &  Concurr'  Isa  Addington  Secry. 


Lancaster  7''^  Dec'"  1703. 
To  S?.r<?:v--!'i.  jr«sf-ph  Wilder.  You  are  here  by  ordered  by  vcrtii  of  an 
ordoi  to  'iK'  i'vorn  hi.--,  exc''-'  to  teake  care  of  y"  soldcr.s  novv  under  nr,-  com- 
IV. A  i'l  Lar-.M.r  :vi-  .11.6  noon  eny  a nroyjencer.  that  eny  tO'.vne  be  detrod  by 
y*  enemy  you  murst  command  all  under  my  command  in  groton  and  per- 
se w  after  tliem  according  to  your  be^-t  understanding  and  keepe  our  solders 
in  good  order  tii  further  order  from  me  or  oLherof  your  Seupeirior  ofesers. 

Your  friend.  Ben''  Willard  Cup/. 

and  further  you  are  here  by  ordered  to  pronide  forthiwith  twerrLy  pair  of 
snow  shoes,    fail  not. 

Your  frieiid  Bent-^  \Vill.\kd  Gipi. 

\EndorsedA\  Roxburv.  24.  Nov'  1707. 

'["ijc  above  order  was  i^ri-'seni^  to  mee  this  day,  arid  I  do  allow  it  \o  be 
iii  persuance  of  niy  ordvMs  :o     'plain  Wi'lard  at  the  time. 

J.  Dudley. 

[Mas^aciivscits  A'-chives,  LXXI,  37S,] 


Pursuant  to  Ci>miand  froni  his  Evceijency  bearing  date  April  r^-'^  1704 
for  the  Svitlc!  ig  of  (ir^rrisoiis  in  y'  Towite  of  Lancaster  6c  ordering  men 
lo  y"  San-ie,  Wee  the  subscribers  do  hereby  Direct  &  Cofiiand  you  y'  In- 
habilanrs  o:  s'h  Lancaster  to  Repaire  to  you'  Several]  Garrisons  according 
to  appoii:tment  as  fc>)lowelh  &  Attend  you'  Duties  therein.  Dat.  20^^^ 
April  1704. 


on  y'  east  side  of  y*  River ^ 
Joi  n  Moore   &  jon:iihan 
Moo-e 

Allowed  a  fburison  y"  said 
John  A.loore  Coinjiuier  — 

Jonathan  Moore   

Will-  Sawu:r    

Joseph,  Savv\'cr   

Jo^iah  Whe^-lcr   

John  Hinds   

Jam.es  Keyes   


I  2 


josiah  W!ie!comb  sen'  allowed  a 
Garrison  hiiusdfe  Comander  2 

Josis'i  Wheicomb  ju'   i 

David  Wht:t':omb    t 

Hezekiah  Whetcouib  i 

Jacob  Dougiilon    / 

Henr)-  Houghton   i 

Jnhn  Wilder  ju'  "    j- 


Bare  Hill 

John  Priest  Sen'  — 
John  Priest  Jn' 
John  Warner 

Caleb  Sawyer  — 

J.-'ines  Atherton  S'  — 

Jamts  Athci-ton  Ju'  — 


Simon  Willard  Benjamin 
Bellows  allowed  a  Garrison 
said  Simon  Willard  Comand; 

Benjamin  Bellows   

John  Willsrd   — 

Joslraa  Aiiierton   

Henry  WiUard   

James  Houghton    

Joseph  Hetcliins   

Joseph  Waiers   

Hezekiah  Willard   

Jauif'S  Smith  


144 


rison  Cap:  Wiifkr  C 
John  Houehton  S'' 
Jolin  Wilder 

John  Rug-  ,  - 

ThQs:  Wl'der 
R.  nvlx  I'epe  Widow 

joscj'ih  iKai':;!';!)!! 


or.'  y-  west  sirU-  N.isliuway  River 
M- ,    A  nd-a-w   C!ardat;r  Tlioraa?; 
S:i-.v\  (■]•  Ju;  a  ( ."a  rise  a 
'ilioroas  Sawver  Coaiander 
M;  Gardne)-  —  


ja!vz  •■r.irixink 
Nativ.  Sawyer 
Joliii  Harriss 
Daniell  Kugg 
Sam'.'  Pre  5  CO  It 
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Gaiaaiied  i>c:araa!3 
John  Ijtaraan  sen! 
iaaies  Saow  S' 
jan-ics  Snow  Ju' 
Jereniia'"!  Wdl-oa 
jaiv;es  ]ju*der 


8 


on  y"  West  Side  Tenieook  River 
Called  }•■  Neck  Serg  joidah  White 
a  (hi'a'ison  p'sfai^ 

HimseUe  Coma  rider  3 

Joseph  V\d-eelock     i 

John  edazier   i 

Geor^','-  (dazler    i 

Josepli  Gla/.ier    i~-  7 


at     Corne  Mili 

-Johii  Prescott  Sen'   

John  Prescott  J  a:   

Joh:"i  Reye.s  — - — 
P'hif nezer  Prescott   


Leu:  Nath'l  Wilder  a  Carison 

hiniselfe  Coihandei'   

Sani'i  Caj-ter   


Ep!a-aiai  Wilder    — 

'j' ho  mas  Ross   

I  oh  a  Carter   — 


Krisi;^n;"  Peter  Josnia  a  Garisoij 

hiin'^'dia  C'omander    i 

Will-  Divoh    I 

Joiin  I'veaman  Jir    i 

Joiiii  J  (.-.I  in  son  —  -  — -  I 

Cvjn'i.ni  Steeveiis   —  1 

Simon  Sieevens    i 

Saav'  iknailt   1 

joirideie  W  [ictconh  . -    i 

<  It.  oi  Lo:  I dervey    i-  9 

[< .;>•  .:.f  ;i  dn?M'ii<  nt  in  a-iS''.;s:oa  .:.f  Dr.  John  S.  II.  Fuir.-t  of  South  Boston.] 


JONATH.VX  TVNG. 
TH'  )  :  BilOWNE. 
JO'ON  L.\,\'E. 
J  F.  \\  .A  I  >  Art:  r ,  I  'OWE  RS . 


Th^^  pii-ati'ons  of  these  f:^arrisons  can  be  fixed  approxi- 
riiPiU-ls'  < 'i'l}S  b}'  tlie  known  re.sidences  of  the  lionselndders 


MASSACHUSETTS.  1643-1725. 


1.  Tb-0::e  in  John  iMo.'.)r<:'s  crarrison  lived  on  the  Marl- 
I'uroiioli  r'.);id  in  the  souili-^iLc^t  \mit  oi  Bolton,  near  the 
rli.sirlci  now  called  Fryville.  The  graves  of  the  brothers 
joi^n  and  J</narhan  ^loore  are  in  the  burial  ground  on  the 
old  road  to  Rndson. 

2.  Tliose  composing  the  Whitcomb  garrison  lived  also 
in  Iloiton.  townrd  the  northeast  corner.  Families  descend- 
ed from  them  resided  there  until  recently. 

3.  Tlie  Priest  garrison  was  at  the  easterly  side  of  Bare 
Hill  in  Harvard. 

4.  Tiie  JoL^iah  White  garrison  was  upon  the  east  side  of 
the  Neck.  v\hei-e  Edvvard  Houghton  now  lives. 

5.  Those  belonging  to  Peter  Joslin's  garrison  lived 
along  the  highway  iVom  the  Sprague  Bridge  to  the  North 
Village.    "./■/<■■  rz't-y''  is  an  error  for  Ilewes. 

6.  Tliose  fornving  tlie  Simon  Willard  garrison  dwelt 
along  tlie  road  through  Sdll  River  village. 

7.  Capt.  Thomas  WiUkr's  garrison  was  on  the  Old 
Connnon  nortli  of  the  higiwvay,  and.  according  to  Joseph 
\Villard.  Esquire,  about  twenty  rods  in  rear  of  the.  house 
known,  a^  tlie  Dr.  David  Steuart  Pobertson  place. 

S.  The  six  men  VN-fiose  names  are  headed  by  that  of 
Gamaliell  Pieman,  liad  homes  upon  the  east  slope  of  V' ata- 
quadock  Dill.  Jn  the  descriptions  of  tlieir  lands  iVequent 
mention  is  made  of  "the  cold  spring"  and  "the  hill  where 
Simon  Pipo  had  a  planting  field." 

9.  Reverend  Andrew  Gardner  lived  b}'  tlie  well  a  few 
rods  westerly  trom  tlie  house  of  the  late  Colonel  Francis 
B.  Fay  :  San-iuel  Prescott,  across  tlie  road  south  ;  Tliomas 
Sawyer,  where  his  venerable  descendant,  iNPrs.  Sally  Case, 
resides:  Nathaniel  Sawyer  and  Jabez  Fairbank,  half  a 
mile  westerly  in  the  Deer's  Horns  neighborhood. 

10.  The  Prescott  garrison  site  is  in  Clinton,  scut'neast 
of  and  ve3w  near  the  crossing  of  High  and  Water  streets. 

1  o 
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II.  Lieiitennnt  Nathaniel  Wl^dvx's  hovac  was  upov.  thf- 
FiOpe  of  George  Hill,  next  his  lather's  home  lot.  His 
bi other  Ephraiin  lived  near,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Sanv- 
uel  Carter,  on  the  fann  now  owned  by  Frank  D.  Taylor. 
Thomas  Rosb  lived  half  a  mile  north  on  the  ilrst  lot  of 
John  Smith. 

July  30  1704,  Sab.  morning  or  ^ionda_v  morning  Indians  invaded  Lan- 
caster Killed  2  or  3  persons  burnt  y'  Meeting  house  and  .some  other  houses. 

[lournal  of  Reverend  John  Pike.j 

This  assault  was  made  Monday,  Jnly  31st,  very  early  in 
the  niorninp;.  The  casualties  were  :  J'^ieutenant  Nathaniel 
Vv'ilder,  mortally  wounded  near  his  own  garrison  ;  he  died 
t'he  same  day.  Abraliam  Ihjw,  Benjanhn  Hirtchins  and 
Jolni  Spalding,  killed.  The  last  was  one  of  Captain 
Tyng's  soldiers ;  How  and  Hutchiins  were  iMarlborough 
men. 

On  Monday-  lYiorning  past,  the  enemy  French  and  Lidians,  fell  upon 
Lancaster,  ab'^ui  four  hundred  of  them,  assaulted  six  garrisons  at  once, 
v/here  tlie  peon'e  defended  themselves  very  well,  ujitil  assistance  came  i.'i 
fro!n  all  parts,  by  tiie  governors  order,  so  that  in  the  evening  there  v.ere 
th.ree  hu.ndred  men  in  the  town.  And  the  enemy  vvas  beaten  off  ^vilh  loss, 
but  are'  yet  hovering  on  the  head  of  tliose  towns,  to  make  some  further 
impression,  if  not  prevented. 

[Boston  News  Letier,  October  30,  1704.] 

T1)C  accovuit  gj\'en  by  Samuel  Penhallowin  his  Histor}- 
of  the  Indian  Wars,"  is  most  relied  upon  tor  the  details  of 
this  affair.  Reverend  Timothy  Harrington  impugns  t)ie 
accuracy  of  h.is  statements  respecting  'Hhe  mischiefs  done 
in  this  town  by  the  enemy,"  but  he  borrows  most  of  Ids  own 
relation  from  that  history,  which  is  as  follows  : 

The  French  in  Canada  v/ere  now  forming  anotlier  design  on  North 
Ihinpton,  of  wliicii  we  had  seasonable  advice:  ,  .  ,  .  'I'heir  whoie  body 
v/as  seve:i  hundred,  with  two  Friars,  under  the  command  of  Monsieur 
Boocore  who  in  ihcir  nuirch.  Ijegan  to  mutiny  about  the  phmder  tliey  liad 
iii  view,  and  ev.p,-^cted  to  he  master  of,  forgetting  the  proverb  ahoui  divid- 
ing tlie  skin  i^efore  the  beai  was  kiiled.    Tiieir  dissentiou  at  lasi  was  so 
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great,  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  returned  in  discontent.  However  the 
rest  came  on,  and  sent  scouts  before  t)observt  the  po'^^tiiia  of  the  J'l-di'h, 
vvlio  reported  that  tlicy were  as  thick  as  the  trees  in  the  woods,  ijpon 
vvl'iich  their  spiiitii  failed,  arid  n-iore  of  I'vh  1  u  1  >  t  dc  led  'J .  ^  *J  u 
ealled  a  council  of  w'ar,  \vho  resolved  to  dc-.st  Uow  the  en^f"p)i-,e.  Yet 
some  staid,  and  afterwards  icll  on  Laiitasi  ^  a  id  Gu  a  ji,  \  h.ii:  i'  c  did 
some  spoil ,  but  not  what  t!ie\-  expected  tor  that  these  towns  were  sepson- 
ably  strengthened,  Capt.  Tyng  and  Capr.  How  entertained  a  warm  dis- 
pute withi  them  for  some  time,  but  being  much  inferior  in  nui~aber,  were 
forced  to  retreat  witii  some  k")ss  :  3'et  those  that  were  slain  of  th-:^  enemy, 
were  more  than  those  of  ours.  One  of  them  was  an  officer  of  some  dis- 
tinction VvhicjT:  so  exasperated  their  spirits  that  in  revenge,  ihey  nred  the 
IVIeeting  flouse,  killed  several  cattle  and  burnt  many  outhouses,  .... 
It  was  not  tiieo  hnown  how  many  of  tb,e  enemy  were  slain  it  beir^g  cus- 
toiTiary  among  them  to  carry  oil'  their  dead  ;  however  it  was  afterwards 
afiinned.  that  they  lost  sixteen  besides  several  tliat  were  wounded.  .  . 

[PenliaI!ov/'s  Indian  Vvars.j 

7o  his  Excdkncie  JoscpJi  Dn.fley  Euj^  Cap! .  G'lncrall  and  Govcniour  hi 
Chief  in  lUid  over  Her  Mjlics  p,  uvhuc  of  tice  Ma,su  h  >  ,  w  J  1/  jv 
N'e-io  EHgia)id  cS-"^'.  eind  to  fhe  HDnrin  chit  IL?  I.jj'i^  C  ,  d  r,id 
Represejifaiives  in  G^'cnt  and  Gcfieral!  Court  assevibled.  efy       \  704. 

The  Petition  of  Thomas  How  of  Marlourrah  in  the  Behali  of  himself 
&  Company,  ilumid)^  Siiev;eth,  That  Whereas,  at  the  time  tliat  Lankes- 
ter  was  assaulted  by  the  trench  and  Iu-'Imu  eutunieb,  }  i 'u^  pt-tidMim  ard 
■company  (to  it)  about  thirty,  did  emediately  Issue  out,  and  were  a 
means  vudcr  C^od,  to  preserue  many  ptr-ons  liuc^^^  X  c'5^ltcs,  in  '■d  'J  o  ,ne : 
with  the  loss  of  two  men  of  said  company,  and  defended  sd  Townc  from 
the  Insults  of  so  cruel  and  barbarous  aji  enemy.  And  after  w'-'' 'i  iicre 
was  tound  on  the  Spot  wliere  seueral  barns  v.-ere  burnt,  the  bones  of  Sun- 
dry of  the  enemy  y'  were  slain  by  your  petitioners  &  company,  besides 
many  more  supposed  to  be  Vy-ounded,  w<=''  the  encrny  drew  off,  and  altho 
your  petirioner  tx  company  recouered  no  scalps,  yet  being  very  deer  and 
plaiu  (to  it)  of  the  enemies  being  slain  as  afore^^,  your  petition.ers ;  do 
Therefore  pray  that  your  EAcellencies,  &  Plonours  would  please  to  con- 
sider the  prenrises,  and  Grant  thern  such  Compensation  as  in  your  W ise- 
dom  shall  seem  rnete  &c.    Aiid  yo"  Petition""  shall  as  in  Duty,  pray  i^"" 

Thomas  How  for  himself  &  Cornp*^ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives 

.  Nov!  8:  1704  Read.  Resolved  That  the  sum  of  Ten  Pounds  be 
allowed,  and  Paid  out  of  the  pablick  Treasury  to  Capt"  Thorn.  How,  to 
be  equelly  Disrributed  amongst  tlie  Petitioners,  as  a  Token  that  this  Court 
Takes  notice  of,  &  wx-ll  accepts,  their  good  service,  abovementioned. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  JaaiES  Converse  Speaker 


ANNAI.S  OF  LANCASTER, 


In  Council.  N^.v.  lo.  1704. 

Read  an.l  pass'i  a  concuriauce.  Is  A  Addington  Sccry, 

[Massacliusetls  Archives,  XXX,  49S.] 

To  his  ExccIU'ucy  Joseph  D:(d!-:y  Esq  :  .....  Nov:  18:  1704. 

The  Humble  Petilion  of  Capt.  William  Tynir  Shf^weth,  Th^v  just  be- 
fore the  irii;.rhicf  was  done  al,  Lancaster,  yo'  Pcriliorici"  wa^  in  Bosion,  and 
by  his  P^xcelicncy  was  ordered  down  forthwitli  to  his  Post,  to  go  by  Dun- 
stable and  tlierice  to  Lanca.~-ter,  widen  3'0'"  Petltioeer  according])  did  and 
rode  thither  upon  his  own  Horse,  which  he  turned  into  a  pasture  there, 
and  the  next  morning  the  Horse  was  by  the  Indians  taken  out  of  the  sd 
pasrare  &  drixcn  into  the  woods,  wlien  they  killed  and  ate  tiie  sd  klorse. 
And  Farther  yo'  petitioner  Slieweth  Th,at  one  Jolm  Spalding  who  was  a 
soldier  under  his  command  was  killed  in  that  action  and  his  Gun  taken  by 
the  Indians,  and  he  being  a  \  ery  good  soldier  (tho  a  youth,)  iS:  the  Gun 
being  his  fuvhers  wlio  is  very  poor,  yo'  Petitioner  therefore  bund;.!)'  prays 
this  great  and  General  assemldy  to  take  the  premisses  into  Consideration 
and  that  he  ma}  have  such  satisfaction  re  com  pence  made  him  for  the 
loss  of  Ins  florse,  and  the  iTather  of  the  \oung  nian  for  the  loss  of  his 
Gun  as  to  this  great  General  Assembly  shall  seem  meet,  and  yo'  Peti- 
tioner sb.ail  pray  &c  \V';  'i'VN-G 

{jLndr.rscd .\  In  the  House  of  Representatives.  Nov.  iS:  1704.  In 
Answer  to  the  Petition  on  the  other  side  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Four 
Pounds  be  allowed  and  Paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  to  Capt.  William 
Tyng  the  Petitioner  —  .A  nd  the  sum  of  Tv/enty  SlTtllings  to  Joliu  Spalding 
father  of  Jolm  Spalding  dec'^  mentioned  in  the  Petition. 

Sent  up  for  concurrance  ....  James  Converse  Speaker 

[Massacluisetts  Archives,  L.x.xi,  105-6.] 

Oct.  25.  1704.  iMr  Andresv  Gardner  minister  of '  Lancaster,  coming 
dovrn  from  y''  natchbox  in  y'  night  w'"'-  a  darkish  coloru'ed  gov.n  \\as  mis- 
ta.ken  for  an  Indian  solemnly  slain  by  a  sorry  souldier  belonging  to  y* 
Garrison  nomine  Presket. 

[Journal  of  Reverend  John  Pike.] 

I  nov.-  return  to  the  westward,  where,  on  the  25^'''  of  October  the  ene- 
my did  Sonne  ndischief.  Lancaster  was  alarnied,  and  the  alarm  v\'as  the 
means  of  the  untimely  death  of  the  R.ev.  Mr  Gardiner  their  worthy  pastor. 

Several  of  the  in'iabitanis  who  belonged  to  the  garrison,  were  wearied 
by  hard  travelling  the  day  before,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemv.  This  caused 
this  good  man  out  of  pity  and  compassion  to  watch  tliat  niglu  himself: 
accordingly  lie  went  into  the  Ijox  which  lav  over  tlie  fiai^ker,  where  he 
staid  till  late  in  the  night;  but  being  cold  (as  was  supposed)  he  was  conn- 
ing down  to  warm  himself,  when  one  between  sleeping  and  waking,  or 
surprised  tlirough  ext.ess  ol  fear  fired  upon  1dm  as  he  v/as  coming  out  of 
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the  'Xc'ich  h'-.-u'.-:-  ^^■]^ovc  no  man  could  rationalh-  expect  the  coining;  of  an 
enenv. .  ?»ir  G.ndn'.*.-.  ;d  I  bough  he  was  shot,  throuo-h  the  back  caine  to  the 
{'.■■"■>'•  .■an  bid  them  ojjen  it  ior  iic  was  wounded.  No  sooner  did  he  enter, 
!:e  K.ir-tcd.  away  :  A 5;  I'se  c:;me  to  himself,  he  asked  who  it  v^as  that 
shot  him,  and  when  th^y  told  him,  he  prayed  God  to  forgive  him,  and  for- 
gave hi.n  hi rn.se If,  be  1  ievi vi^  that  he  did  it  nor  on  purpose ;  and  with  a 
comjiosfd  frame  of  spirit,  desired  them  that  bewailed  him  not  to  weep, 
but  pray  foi  him  and  his  flock.  He  comforted  his  sorrov,-fui  s[n:>use,  and 
expired '.vithin  ari  hou!'. 

[Saroiicl  Pcnhaliow's  History  of  inc.  Indian  Wars.] 

On  JFtyJ.'jesticiy  night  an  Englishman  was  Icided  in  the  Woods  at  Gro- 
ion  by  the  Jndiaas,  which  were  afverwards  descr3-ed  in  the  night  by  the 
Light  of  their  Fires  by  a  Person  Travailing  from  Groton  to  Lancasfer, 
and  jud.'ied  they  might  be  about  Thirty  in  nundocr  :  pursuit  was  made  after 
them  but  none  could  be  found. 

[Boston  Ncvvs  Letter,  October  30,  1704.] 

From  the  diary  of  jolm  Mrirshall,  of  Braintree,  in  the 
library  of  the  IMassacliusetts  Historical  Society,  we  learn 
fiirtht:r  that  tiie  man  ''killed  and  scalped  by  the  InGian.s, 
belonged  to  the  tovrn  of  Groton,  his  name  was  davis  :  a 
very  useful]  man  , and  much  Lamented.''  This  was  proba- 
bh^Ir^nniuri '  Da^'iS;- who  married  Mary  Waters  in  Lancas- 
ter, A.  Lh  36565  and  ii\'cd  here  for  a  time. 

On  Thursday  night  the  Reverend  Mr  Gardner  Minister  of  [jincastcr 
was  unfortunately  shot  by  the  Sentinel  on  the  Watch,  supposirtg  him  to 
be  an  Indian  climbing  over  tl)e  Walls  of  the  Fortificaiion :  of  which 
wound  he  died  in  an  hours  space  or  Httle  more. 

[Boston  Nev/s  Letter,  October  30,  1704.] 

Bn<tGn.  ]n  oar  Nuntb.  28,  As  we  tliea  received  it,  we  gave  you  the 
Account  of  the  Death  of  the  Reverend  Mr  Gardner,  Minister  of  Lanuas- 
fcr :  and  having  since  iiad  a  perfect  and  exact  Account  of  the  same,  from 
Eye  and  Ear  Witnesses:  we  thought  it  expedient  to  insert  it  here,  to  pre- 
vent various  reports  thereof:  And  is  as  follows  —  That  a  man  being  Killed 
the  da}-  before  between  Groton  and  Jjancaster.  and  the  Indians  having 
been  seen  the  night  before  nigh  the  Town,  Mr.  Gardner,  (thirce  of  the 
tnen  btlongin.g  to  his  Garrison  being  gone  out  of  I'own,  anrl  tv'o-  of  tlie 
remaining  tliree  being  tyred  with  Watcbdng  and  Travelling  in  the  Woods 
after  the  Indians  that  da}a)  being  a  very  careful  as  w-ell  as  couragious  man, 
concluded  to  Watch  that  niglit  himself;  and  accordingly  went  otit  into  the 
lictle  Waich-house  that  was  over  one  of  the  Flankers,  and  there  stayed  till 
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late  in  the  r.i:';h!  :  whence  and  v^hcn  Ivc  was  coini'ic-  uoun,  Ois  ii  was 
thought,)  to  \v3rin  !iini.  The  man  that  shot  him,  who  was  not  ]on;j;  be- 
fore ^^leeping  by  ihc  fire,  came  out,  and  whetlier  between  sleeping  and 
wakirs;.  or  su;pri,^ed  with  an  excels  of  fe;u\  fired  upon  hini  as  he  was 
coming  down  out  of  the  Wateh.-house,  through  a  httle  Trap-door  ii,lo  tlic 
Flanker,  v/here  no  man  having  the  exercise  of  his  Reason  conU]  -M-p-et 
the  coming  of  an  Lnemy,  or  suspect  him  to  be  so,  when  in  a  cicar  Moon- 
light night  he  was  nigh  him.  Mr  Gardner  (though  his  wound  was  in  his 
breast,  being  shot  throng!)  the  Viiaio)  came  to  tha;  door,  bid  tl-scm  open 
it>  for  he  was  wounded;  after  he  came  in,  he  fainted  away,  but  coniing  to 
himseh'  again,  asked  who  it  was  tliat  shot  him,  and  wlien  tliey  told  ham, 
he  prayed  God  to  forgive  him,  and  forgave  him  hioiseif.  for  he  beite\edi  iie 
did  not  do  it  on  purpobO  ;  and  w^iih  a  composed  Clmisdari  frai"ne  ot  spii  it 
desired  them  tliat  were  bitterly  Lamenting  over  lum,  not  to  weep  but  to 
pray  for  him,  and  comforted  his  sorrowful  wiie,  telling  her  he  was  going 
to  Glory,  advisuig  her  to  foihav/  him  ;  and  in  about  an  hour  Dyed.  lea\ing 
his  sorrowful  friunds  to  lament  the  loss  of  so  wortiiy  and  desiiable  a 
Person. 

[Boston  Nev.'S  Letier,  November  20,  170.4.] 


The  coioijer's  iisqiiest  entirely  exonerated  Samuel  Pres- 
colt.  The  verdict  of  tlie  \\v\y  is  probably  soniewhere 
extant,  but  has  escaped  search.  Joseph  Wiliard,  Esquire, 
basing  Ijis  staienienis  upou  that  documerji,  tells  us  that 
Prescotl  \vt:s  the  senthieJ  on  dut}'.  pacing  his  beat  on  the 
parade,  when,  dimlj"^  seeing  a  supposed  enem\'  coDinig  out 
of  tlie  upper  flanker,  he  cbiallenged  hirn  twice.  No  re- 
sponse being  gi'/en,  his  suspicions  were  C(3ni]rnu^d  and  he 
ln*ed.  His  neighbors  declared  him  guiltless  even  of  care- 
less haste;  but  they  could  not  lift  from  his  life  the  self-im- 
posed biirdcn  of  bitter  regret.  IMs  home  was  but  a  few 
rods  away  ,  and  he  could  not  step  from  his  door,  or  loe)]v  out 
from  his  windows,  but  his  eyes  encountered  the  scene  of 
that  vdtiful  tra^edv.  I:Ie  sor»n  removed  to  Concord,  sehinp" 
his  pleasa)tt  lioine  to  Reverend  John  Prentice.  Mr.  Gard- 
ner was  the  son  of  CaptJiiti  Andrew  and  Sara  It  ( Mason ) 
Gardner  of  Brookline,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college 
in  1606.  l  ie  was  in  his  thirtieth  year,  wdien  his  promising 
life  was  cut  sljort. 
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To  Ins  Exceiuui:}',  Jos  ^pk  Dudley  Esq^-  Captain  Gcfierall  &'  Cdniciitder  In 
Chief e  in  &^  oi'er  his  Maps  Pro-7'i;:.:e  of  yc  Massachu.setts  Bay  Iti  N'e.iv 
Eii_,p{ind  (l-.-'i. ;  Jiis  Maj^^  HoiVOiit  CoidlcHI  Repi-tiserdatives  Con- 
vo^ed  hi  Gercj'idi  .-Issjj.'^'ly  a:  l-uston  October  2''^  i7'>4- 

The  Petition  of  3'"  luhabicanls  of  y"  Tovrne  of  Lancaster  in  y"  Province. 
Humbl}  Sbewelh  That  whereas  yo'  Pelitioners  the  ucstre;:,:cd  Inhabllants 
of  said  Lancaster  b'/ing  iui.der  y"  Awfull  Rebul-es  ol  Gods  hand  In  y"  man- 
ifest Token  of  his  Displeasure  against  ns,  In  p-mitting  ihose  Barbarous 
Heathen  to  be  such  a  Scourge  to  us  whereby  in  y'  Sunier  past  we  have 
Sustained  siich  Losses  by  them  that  tlierby  \\<i  are  greatly  Impoverished 
and  dcsti'cssed  &  som  of  us  abnost  Fvuined  as  to  our  estates  having  little 
or  nothing  left  for  our  present  Sustenance  and  much  less  able  to  Contribute 
to  Pablique  Charges,  tlie  Towne  having  lost  severall  hundreds  of  i^ounds 
cstat  by  y'  Indians  in  theire  last  attack  together  Aviih  y'  loss  of  our  meet- 
i:':g  hou-e  being;  burnt  by  thera,  &  more  particularly  that  late  awfull  stroak 
of  Gods  Hand  y'  Last  weeke  in  y'  Loss  of  our  Reverend  Minister  who 
v;as  every  v/ay  Woi  thy  &  desirable,  whose  Loss  is  Ready  to  sink  our  spir- 
its, also  e  h.'ivein;;;  been  at  great  cliargc  formerly  in  settleing  y"  nn'nistry 
.X:  haveing  ore  ndnister  slaine  by  y'  Indians  &  now  another  Taken  away 
by  a  more  awfull  stroake  we  are  still  left  destitute  &  liavc  all  againe  to 
procure  vrhich  will  be  great  chavge  &  we  feare  with  much  dinculty  all 
which  Laves  us  ui'der  an  Inabilii  V  of  performing  what  is  Required  of  us, 
iNcffering  to  our  Puljliquc  Charges.  The  p''misses  being  considered  by 
your  Lxcellency  &  Hon-  vath  many  other  Reasons  that  m.ight  be  alleadged, 
we  Humbly  Crave  that  y"  late  Tax  set  aaid  proportioned  upon  said  Tov.-ne 
being  y-  sum  of  eighty  six  pounds  may  be  Remitted  or  such  an  abatement 
tliereof  made  &  Granted  to  sd  Town  as  yo''  Excellency  &  Hon'-^  Shall  in 
Wisdom  see  to  be  Reasonable  »S:  Just  &  such  Protection  and  encourage- 
ment afforded  for  }•*'  future  as  may  be  necessary,  &  yo^  Petitioners  better 
ersabled  to  beare  up  under  y'^'  many  Difticultyes  v/e  are  dayiy  exercised 
widi  &  flurlher  obbged  as  in  Duty  bound  ever  to  pray:  &c : 
In  beh.alfe  of  y"^  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster 

Novb;  y'"  2'^  170.1.  John  Houghton 

Jonas  Houghton 

{^Endorsed  i\ 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Dec:  28:  1704. 

Resolved,  'Jdiat  the  sura  of  Forty  Pounds  be  allowed  and  Paid  out  of 
the  publick  Treasury  to  the  1  own  of  Lancaster  towards  Building  a  Meet- 
ing House  as  soon  as  they  sliall  have  Erected  a  frame  for  the  same  and 
Paid  the  Taxes  already  laid  upon  them. 

James  Converse  Spealccr. 

In  Council.    2S.  DeC".  1704.    Read  and  Concurred. 

ISA  Addington  Sccry. 
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To  His  Excdioicy  J'^s^pk  Jhidlcy  J-sg^'  C;rJ!a;i!  Ciri  ail       C<Qu;<^:^r  :n 
Chief c  t'--c :  In  ami  ov,:r  hey  M-.Jfs       vinec  efy-  Mas.uJmsrt;  > 
.''/;  Ne\c  Ehs^icihi  hey  Xlajis  HoiP'able  Couiieill      Kerresentaiives  of 
sd  Ft  01  •iviC  Convened  /n  Gene>  oJ!  As^^embley  rj  hlr.stvn  :  Oeiober  : 
1704.  >  ■  .:'   .  , 

Wherns  Wee  the  Subscribers  having  Lately  ]"* refueled  a  Petition  to  your 
Excellency  And  Hon''-  In  bel'.alit-  of  jj5 habitants  of  Lancaster,  In  short 
Representing  The  proseriC  destressed  Condition  of  said  Tovvjie  &  on  that 
account  Hunibiy  1'ia\\]il{  lor  i\.ern:ssion  of  y'-'  late  Tax  of  eighty  six 
pounds  sett  upon  sd  Tov.'ue  01  for  an  abatcinent  of  y"'  sanie,  being  since 
Informed  by  Capt  Thomas  How  of  Marleborougli  that  you  desire  a  more 
particular  Accompt  of  y'  late  Losses  sustained  bv  severali  persons  in  said 
Tov.'ue  this  last  SuiTier  by  Damage  don  bv  y^'  Indians  v.e  liave  accordingly 
sent  3'ou  an  acconujt  tl^ereof  as  foUovveth. 

July  y-  3r^  1704  y  Indians  beseit  tlie  Towaic  in  se\'erall  places  d  p::i-- 
ticularly  Lieut  Nath"-  Wilders  Garrison  where  earl\-  in  \"-  ajorning  one  of 
y"-  Indians  shott  him  In  the  thigh  of  which  wound  he  dyed  ^.ame  day, 
&•  y^  Indians  killed  of  his  catte'i  six  cxenfve  cowes  3  cylves  sixteen  sheep 
twelve  swijie  &  bui'nt  bis  L;irne     ab-iiut  12  load  of  good  Englisii  ha}-- 

Of  Ephraim  Wilders  one  ox  2  caives  3  cowes  one  horse  15  sheep  2 
swir:e  one  good  dw.:iUng  hou^-^e  \s-iLh  2  fires. 

Jonathan  W'ilder  two  oxen  one  hoise. 

Jol^n  Carter  3  oxen  one  co^v  one  iiorse  3  svvine. 

Sam'-  Carter  3  cxen  one  cow  one  horse  2  calves  2  swine  one  good 
Dwelling  house  v^ith  2  fires. 

Thomas  Ross  one  cow  2  calves  one  swine  one  dwelling  house  with 
one  hre. 

John  Hougliton  '  Jun  3  swine  one  large  dwelling  house*  with  3  fires, 
belonging  to  him  &  Phihip  Goss  &  ai.xjut  sixteen  pounds  of  Per^c-nall 
estate  belonging  to  sd  Houghton  burnt  in  sd  house. 

*This  house  was  proba!;!/  nf;ar  ot  upon  the  site  of  ihe  Rov,  ifindsou  ga^ri-^oI;,  John 
Hoi!glito:i  having  myrru-d  M'lrv,  widow  of  the  elder  PhiUp  Goss,  who  bought  the 
Rowla;;dson  estate-  ir.  1607. 

George  Ilewes  i-vo  oxen  2  cows. 
Sarn^^  Lenniti  3  oxen  2  co-as. 
Jonathan  Whitvombe  2  sheep. 
Simon  Steevens  one  Irlorss. 

Jonab  Ilough.tor'  one  Ox.  '  ' 

Jabc?;  ITainxanj^;  o;ae  n-v-wbarne  with,  about  8  loads  of  good  English  hay. 
Thonias  Sawyer  Jun  one  heittcr. 
John  Preist  Jun  one  heliJer. 

All  which  creature:,  were  then  killed  bv  y"  Indians  &  Housing  burnt  by 
them  &  many  more  creatures  vyounded  &  Severall  Horses  that  cannot  yet 
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be  tbunci,  thovirh  son"ie  of  the  men  that  have  been  out  have  foand  \\'iicre 
SOU!  ]i.or.5^es  have  Ijcen  kliied  and  Rested,  also  tliose  cattell  are  yet  pre- 
served are  iu  great  hazard  to  be  h:)st  for  want  of  lla}'.  ef,|}ecialiy  many  of 
{hose  on  yeast  sirle  of  y*"  River,  fo'-  wost  of  y-'  Inhabitants  on  y-  side. 
have  had  but  httle  or  no  help  or  protection  in  there  Garisojis  but  have 
been  necessitated  to  watch  &  ward  a  thitd  part  of  their  time  at  least, 
besides  Rani^ing  the  v/oods  after  when  Rumours  &  Alhirm.s  have  haperied 
so  tliat  neere  halfe  our  time  is  spent  in  actual!  service  &  when  we  are 
about  our  ovs-n  work  VvC  cannot  keep  to  it,  but  lose  a  great  part  of  what 
we  Labour  for  being  forced  to  get  our  bread  with  pril  of  our  Lives 
whdcli  hang  in  ]3oubt  continually  &  bui  little  peace  day  or  night  &  many 
of  us  have  formerly  been  greati}-  Inipoverished  by  y"  Indians,  Oe  see  no 
probabiiit}'  but  if  they  can  againe  it  will  be  so  for  the  future,  &:  having 
lost  our  meeting  house  being  now  burnt  by  then:;  tins  sumer  which  is  a 
Generall  loss,  &  also  y*^  los  of  our  late  minister  so  chat  we  are  on  all  ac- 
counts as  new  beginers,  &  under  such  discouraging  circumstances  that  our 
spiritts  are  Iveady  to  sink  &  almost  dispaire  of  subsisting  another  yeare 
except  we  m^ay  be  under  beier  circurastaiices.  but  siili  under  God  Relying 
on  }our  iavourat:)]e  pi-otection  &  RelietTe  hoping  for  y''  Ren-sission  of  y- 
said  Tax  prayed  for  in  the  afforsaid  Petition,  which  if  it  be  granted  will 
not  Respond  a  sixt]:;  part  of  y'-  loss  &  damage  we  have  lately  sustained. 
So  leaving  Premisses  to  your  favourable  consideration  wee  Rem-aine. 
Your  Excellencys  &  Plon''^  most  Humble  Servants  to  Coh'^and. 

TmOMAS  WiLDlCI-t 

November  15  1704.  joiiN  Houghton  Jr 

Jonas  Houghton. 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  CXII],  365.] 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  Esq^  Governour,  the  Honorable  Council' 
tDid Represent atives  siti)ig  in  Boston  June  y'  27  1705 
The  humble  petition  of  Mary  Gardner  of  Lancaster  humbly  Shev/eth 
That  wharcrtS  thare  was  yesterday  an  acount  laid  before  y*^  Court  signed 
by  y^'  worshipiiill  Colonell  Taller  of  money  dew  to  me  from  y*"  country  tor 
enterraineing  of  souldiers  &  daniage  done  by  their  horses  who  at  coming 
up  to  Lancaster  when  y"  attaquc  w^as  made  upon  it  b}'  y'-  enemy,  who  in  a 
hurry  put  theare  horses  in  to  a  held  of  ry  whareby  an  acre  was  imediately 
destroN'ed,  for  whuch  damage  &  entertainment  of  souldiers  this  honerable 
nous  saw  cause  to  alow  me  but  utteene  shillings  when  besides  that,  they 
dran'c  a  barell  of  L^oyied  C\'der  ee  a  barell  of  strong  bear.  Besides  Mr 
Gardner  his  going  out  Chaplin  with  y^  army  in  that  expedition  after  y'' 
enemy  for  all  wruch.  v/e  have  Received  nothing.  Your  huir/ble  petitioner 
being  ?  desolate  widdow  praveth  y-  Justice  may  be  done  her  &  that  she 
may  have  Dew  reconr-ry/ence  t'o''  those  things  which  y-  country  is  tnore  alTue 
to  bare  theni  tlien  herself  who  hath  aiwayes  bin  &  is  ready  to  undergo^; 
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anv  trou^^J  l.iicl  upon  lier  for  \"'  scrvit.c  of  y-  countn'.  Your  Gr.inling  niy 
petili^oi  hL-icIn  v/in  Greatly  oblicgc  your  Mun.ble  licl'ioner. 

In  Coup.-il;  June.  ?.().  170;.    Read  &  sent  clo-vu 

In  tbe  House  of  Repre?ent:niv(^$  June  29 :  [705.  Rcsoh  ed  Th?.t  the 
suiii  of  'i'hrce.  Pounds,  4  shillings  six  pence;  be  Aliowtd  &  p;ild  our  of 
the  publick  Treasury  to  ?Tary  Crardncr  the  retition.er  a  fuU  Considera- 
tion for  the  Petition  0)>  the  other  side: 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  Thomas  Oakes  S/>i'a^:c:?- 

June,  29.  1705.    In  Couucib    Read  c\:  concurred. 

ISA  AijDINgto.n  Secy. 
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1704I5.  AnAconvpi  of  funeral  Ciiargcs  &c  of  John  Brabrook  a  soul- 
der  under  y  coinand  of  Capt.  Wilf'^  'iyi-gi  who  Deceased  March  31"' 

1  d 

Imprinds       To  Dressing  his  hn^e  leg  &c  ~-  12^  o 

To  Nursing  &  Charges  wiK-n  sick  ■ —  6 
To  funeral  Charg.  viz  grauc  clothes 

&  Drink  — '         '                           „  18 

To  y*^  CoiTcn  &  Grave  —  10  ,, 

2  6 
Ephrai?.!  Wili>er 
JosEi^ii  Wilder 

[Massachuseus  Archives,  LXXI,  12S.] 


An  acop-'pt  of  funeral  Cliarges :  &c  :  of  John  Carter  a  souldicr  under 
y^'  Cofnand  of  C:apt.  Willi  Tyng  \-dio  deceased  March  y^^  26  1704I5  : 


To  t'.vo  jurne3  S  to  Concord  for  y''  Doctor  — 

0  : 

7  ' 

■  0 

To  one  Jurney  to  Boston  for  things  lor  said 

Carter  in  his  sickness  — 

0  : 

11  : 

0 

To  nursing  one  week  — 

0  - 

ID  : 

:  0 

To  4  Gallonds  Wine  at 

0  z 

15  = 

-9 

L,  a  barrill  Syder  — 

0  z 

:  4: 

:  0 

To  vSuggei,  fruit  iS:  Since  — 

0  : 

:  5  ■ 

:6 

To  6  paiei  of  Gioues  — 

0  ; 

-  9- 

:  0 

To  y  C  off  en  and  Graue  — 

0  : 

:  8: 

:  0 

Nat  1 1  ANi  E  L  Saw  y  ek. 
Ephratm  Wilder. 

[Massachusetts  Aichivcs,  LXXI,  iy.g.] 


MASSACHUSETTS.    1643 -1725.  j^c^ 

)  Oct.  I Three  men  are  carried  aw.-iy  Irorri  Lancaster  from  Mr 
^] 'r  Sauniil). 

Uci.  16.    f-Jear  the  bad  riews  from  Lancaster. 

[Di.'tr}'  of  Samiic!  Scuail,  if.] 

Mention  is  foiiD'l  of  Thomas  Sawyer's  mil]  upon  Dean's, 
now  callf'H  ( t< ^odriHge  l]rook,  as  early  as  1699.  It  was 
upo!-!  the  site  of  the  present  clf.m  near  the  Deer's  Horns 
scliool-hoiise.  The  three  captives  were  Thornas  Saw^x^-, 
Jr..  his  son  Elias,  a  yonti]  of  sixteen,  and  John  Bi^jelow,  a 
carpenter  of  Mariborough.  Samuel  SewalTs,  being  a 
contenii)orarv  record,  is  no  dotfbt  correct,  thougli  Re\^:']"end 
Peter  Wliitney  in  the  History  of  Worcester  County  phaccs 
the  scei^e  of  tiie  c;iptare  at  Sawyer's  garrison  house.  A 
younger  brother  of  Elias,  about  fourteen  y^ears  old,  escaped 
through  a  window,  it  is  said,  when  the  others  were  cap- 
tnred.  Fr^..  nj  Whjtne^  's  liisvory  we  derive  the  romantic 
story  of  the  elder  Sawyer's  rescue  after  he  had  already 
been  tied  to  tlie  stake  for  torture.  A  friar  successfnlly  ex- 
cited the  superstitious  fears  of  the  savages  by  brandishing 
a  key,  and  tln-eat.-ning  \^ith  it  to  unlock  the  door  of  Pur- 
gators'  and  thrn^i  them  into  lis  etcriial  tires,  if  they  did 
not  release  their  prisoner  to  him.  Re  was  probably  incited 
thereto  by  the  h'rench  Governor,  who  Vsished  to  avail  him- 
self of  Saw}^ej-'s  promised  skill  in  the  construction  of  a 
mill  upon  ilie  Chambly.  The  mill  built, — the  first  in  all 
Canada,  —  Tliomas  Sawyer  and.  Bigelow^  came  home. 
Elias  was  detained  a  year  longer,  to  run  the  mill  and  in- 
struct otliers  in  tlie  art  of  sawing.  The  grave  of  Thornas 
Sawyer  is  in  tlte  old  burying  ground.  Pie  died  Septem- 
ber 5V'  1736,  in  ye  89^''  Year  of  his  Age.'' 

1705.  To  his  Exxdl.-ncy  Joseph  /Dudley  Esq:  Capt,  General  and  Gov- 
ernor III  Chief.  To  the  Idi)no^'--'  the  d.nneil  an-d  Honsc  of  I^cpresc^nia- 
iiz'es  noio  in  General  Court  assennded  LUid for  Iter  .Idajties.  I'rozdnee 
of  the  J/assjeh/!^etts  Bay  in  Ne-.u  En^^l^i,  hVoveinber  the  2(fp  1705. 

The  humble  Fetitior.  of  several  of  tiie  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Lancaster  v.hose  names  are  liereunto  subscribed.    Sheweth.    That  yo'' 
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Pctiiioiiers  dwell  on  the  '^v\^c.c 
Enetny^nd  liave  saOen-u  vciy  it 
several  heads  of  fiamilics  having 


ile  of  liic  Riv-:;!- 


the  .Meeting  ho\iSC  \vliirh  ahvays  stood  oii  tlu 
so  it  is  (nv!.y  it  p!e:i^'e  iW: 
Inhabiiaiiis  v>'lio  dwell  oi; 


fironfi. 

and  ..'c  Jii^Hiiisht-d  : 
:n  cult  oiT  witidn  i!'. 
17  ;)Y       rnont'is  ' 


ow-irc's  tne 
^I'ir  n;;nd)er 
\»-ars  and 
jTit'iS  .  ^   i    ;.  'it  down 

Vest  side  the  River.  Now 
t  &  General  A^^cnibly)  ^b;U  iho.e  of  the 
c  tlie  ]\,iva!-  (sevei'al  of  v,-hon)  are  removed 


for  fear  of  the  e»emy  evtm  to  the  bouijds  of  iVLirlebiirroug'.v)  use  ah  tb.eir 
Endeavour  to  have  tb.e  Meeting  house  built  on  this  side  wherea.s  tlie  Meet- 
ing lioust  Groiviid  &  tlie  Ministerial  La'-id  <;\;  Meadou- are  both  on  the  otlier 
side,  and  moi cover  should  the  Meeting  house  be  bnibt  on  this  side,  the 
Enemy  might  couie  when  the  Irbnabitants  were  att  Meeiijig  and  destroy 
the  whole  Western  part  and  secure  the  Bridge  so  that  nobody  sliould  be 
able  to  resist  them  or  Relieve  their  iTriends.  But  tlie  Meeting  house  being 
built  on  the  West  and  Exposed  side  (as  it  used  to  be)  the  Inhabitants  on 
that  side  are  a  Guard  to  the  others  oji  this  side  as  well  as  to  tbemselves, 
notv/ithstanding  these  reasons  (which  yo"  Petitioners  huniblv  hope  will 
lia-s'e  tlieii  due  Consideration  in  tliis  Hono'"'''-^  hlouse)  tliey  of  this  side 
liaviug  iie»er  had  a  man  kill''  in  the  service,  are  grown  so  numerous,  that 
tliey  out  vote  yo"  Petitioners,  and  cany  it  against  them  att  tlieir  Town 
Meetings. 

Yo^  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  Th^at  yo''  Excellency  and  Hono'"'* 
would  please  io  take  the  prem.ises  into  yo'  seiious  cop.sideration,  and  to 
Grani  ar^  order  or  vole  of  this  Mono'"'"  House  for  the  final  ending  of  this 
Controversy  and  the  Rebuilding  of  t!:.e  Meeting  house  in  its  usual  place. 
And  yo'  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray  uic 
Samuel  Bennett      Peter  Joslin 

JOffN  Beman  jun'' 

WiLLIAM  DlVOLi. 

John  Joitxson 
Bj;.nj''  Bellows 

lOSEFH  GLAZEIR 


Slmon  Stevens 
Bez ALi el  S/^yv; ia  r 
Efhradj  Wilder 
JovATftAN  Wilder 
Thomas  Ross 


jonat]lan  w  h  itcomij 
Philip  Goss 


John  Prescott  Sen^ 
Cyi'Rian  Stevens 
John  Prescot  jun' 
John  Keyes 
Nathaniel  Sawyer 
JosiAH  White  Jr 

jO!LN  PiARRIS 

George  Hues 


Nov  ult.  1705.  Ln  Council  Read  0.:  ordered  That  Jonathan  Tyng, 
Jan^es  Converse,  Thomas  Ilrowne  and  Jan^es  Minott  f^soj  -.  be  a  Comittee 
to  hear  tlic  Allegaiioiis  of  both  parts  of  the  Town  referring  10  the  situa- 
tion of  their  Meeting  Mouse,  Jonathan  Tyng  EsqL  to  appoint  the  time  & 
pl.ace  for  the  Committee^'  meeting.  And  to  Report  their  doeings  to  this 
Court  at  tlieir  next  Session. 

Psa.  Addlngton  Secy. 

In  y*  house  of  Representatives  voted  a  concurrence. 

Tho.mas  Oakes  Sptizkcr 

[Mcssach'usetls  Archives,  XI,  200.] 
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Besides  information  l'^  j:^\M-je]-al  interest  given  in  the  mat- 
ter and  by  the  su^naluie;  of  this  Petition,  the  clause  which 
asserts  in  ciu'ct  lliat  not  one  man  had  been  Ivilled  by  the 
enemy  on  the  ea-^t  ^ide  of  the  river,  is  important,  zis  lielp- 
ing  to  prove  incorrect  the  statements  of  our  historians  that 
Richard  Wh.eeler  had  a  garrison  at  Wataquadock.  and 
tlKit  he  vvitl)  Jonas  and  Joslma  Fairbank  vvere  killed  there 
in  t!;e  nias^-acre  of  1676;  and  that  Abraham  Wheeler  v^as 
slain  there  in  1695. 

1706.  To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  Esqr  Captain  Generall  Gov- 
ernour  In  Cheefe :  :  ller  Majesties  Hon^'able  Conncill  Repre- 
sent a  lives  of  the  MassarJraseits  Bay  In  New  England,  Vo)n'cned  in 
Generall  Assembly  at  Boston :  May  y^  2cy^i:  Annoque  Doni :  1706. 

Vv'heras  it  appeared  that  soiti  of  the  Inhabitants  of  t!ie  Towne  of  Lan- 
caster have  nvid .;  A].>plir;iti</A  to  your  Excellei)cy  &  Hon'"-'  concerning  the 
place  of  Sc':i::'0  the  Mcctiu;:;  house  In  said  Towne  &  that  a  comittie  liath 
been  appointee!  to  Consider  tiiereof  but  not  knowing  liow  far  they  have 
proceeded  therein  nor  what  complaints  have  been  made  wee  have  thouglit 
Jt  our  de,l}"  to  acquaint  this  Great  &  General  Assemb'.ey  with  a  breviate  of 
the  Townes  hrueeedings,  Refferring  to  said  uaeeting  house  &.  lirst  at  a 
Towne  meeting  appointed  by  y*^  selectmen  of  said  Towne  \\\  order  therto 
the  16  of  October  r70.i,  the  ToW'ue  then  voted  to  build  a  meeting  house 
and  agreed  on  y-'  den-iencions  tliereof  la^anin-jously,  wlieu  it  came  Lo 
be  voted  where  it  shjould  stand  about  4  or  5  persons  Decl-ared  their  dissent 
agp.inst  it.  but  tlie  Rest  of  the  persons  present  at  said  meeting  (or  y"  most 
of  them  by  far)  to  y'"  number  of  neere  30  agreed  to  set  sd  house  on  y- 
East  side  of  River  on  or  neer  to  a  plaine  knowne  by  y*^  naii^e  of  brid- 
cake  plaine  in  the  most  convenient  place,  but  those  which  were  dissattis- 
fied  objected  that  y*"  meeting  was  not  Legall  })ecause  only  v/arned  by  the 
se!ectn-\en  not  by  warrant  by  the  hand  of  y'^'  constable,  to  Remove  said 
objection  tlie  selectmen  consented  to  vvarne  another  meeting  to  consider 
what  vras  farth.er  necessary  to  i)e  don,  Refferring  lo  y^'  building  of  a  meet- 
ing house  &  accordingly  ga\-e  out  warrants  to  y^"  Constables,  to  \varne  the 
Inhabitants  to  meet  on  Alunday  tiie  14  of  May  1705,  whicli  was  accord- 
ingly don  &  tiie  Inhabitants  of  said  Towne  being  com  together  aiter 
several!  other  tilings  agreed  upon,  they  came  to  discourse  al)out  y"  place 
of  seting  t!ie  meeting  house  &  having  som  debate  theire  were  some  that 
declared  theire  Dissent  against  any  vote  passing  Referring  to  a  meeting 
hou^e,  Resolving  as  they  said  that  nothing  shovdd  be  don  about  it  (^vith- 
ou'.  a  comj.ilie'f  except  it  be  set  on  the  place  it  last  stood,  but  notwith- 
statidir^g  the  To-,vne  thouglit  they  were  in  theire  way  to  try  it  by  vote  (as 
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had  foi'mei"])-  been  used  a]")Oi;t  oiir  [ormer  mectiri;^^  hou^e  consonnrit  with 
the  firsi  aj^'iccmcn*  of  }"•  piani,uion  about  a  rneeiiiiu"  iiousc )  oc  atxorJini^ly 
voted  by  pap^:rL  to  set  it  on  the  h'iast  side  of  t'lO  River  as  neer  to  it  as 
corivenicntly  can  be  vv'hidi  v/as  Oon  ].>}•  a  niajo'"  vote  nec-r  Double  to  iJiose 
that  then. appeared  ai;ain;>i  it.  atterwards  at  a  Towne  meeting  tjciobcr  y'' 
8';'  1705:  Upon  due  warning;  eiven  to  consider  about  buildinc;  tlie  meeting 
house  &  how  to  liaise  a  R:.';j  ^-i-  it  iirsl  as  to  y"  ho;'/^  withstanding 
a  funner  vote  about  y  dcrn-.noions  thereof  the  Towne  now  agreed  by  a 
vote  to  buih;]  it  Li'gew  ai^o  al  nnolhcr  mectirg  November  y"  19^^'  170^,  it 
was  againe  voted  a.s  to  y'^  piace  of  setting  sd  house  &  by  a  major  vote 
agreed  to  set  it  on  y^'  east  side  of  y'^  ]\N."er  on  v*-'  pkice  concluded  on  hy  the 
tbrmer  votes.  In  ail  whicl'?  trnn'cncl ios'is  the  To^vne  have  Indeavoured  to 
accomodate  y*-'  wliole  a.s  neer  as  mav  be  &  apprehend  they  h.a\'e  taken 
Right  metitods  in  Lnproving  theire  Libeiaies  &  followed  the  directions  in 
the  Law  for  ti^c  ordering  &  managing  theire  own  prudeutiails  b}"  a  major 
vote,  cc  this  maaoi-  Renerring  to  a  meeting  house  we  think  to  be  very 
es^^etitiall  .X;  of  gi'eal  raonaent  &  a  ihing  wi'ierein  cxcry  one  ous^lit  to  be 
pi-!\  iiiJgcd  w i tVi  vrh.-il  coiucnionce  n\ay  be  whicli  is  the.  very  liung  cared 
arid  provided  fo!  in  y'-'  hrst  C(jvt.-nant  ec  agreement  of  y'-  Pianta'tion  about 
a  meeting  house,  that  it  niight  be  sett  in  the  most  equal!  &  convenient 
place  that  ma}-  be  advized  by  th.em,  xNCiic'!  is  ah  we  still  desire  &  accord- 
iugly  have  endca\'oured  to  ioliow  }■  step"S  of  our  predessesscT's  witiiout 
being  ser.eib''-  of  lireaking  any  Law  or  ^vTonging  any  persous  among  t!3, 
so  imndjly  Cra\ing  your  fi\'oura!de  const: uetion  of  all  otir  proccethngs 
herein,  &  praving  your  Excellenc}-  e;  horiors  would  Lideaeour  tliat  peace 
with  trutli  cV  equitie  n^ay  be  promoted  an\on.gst  us  we  Rernai.'ie  your  most 
Humble  Ser^auts  according  to  our  Capacitie. 


Tlie  said  John  floughiton  sul)scribes  to  all  aijove  written  except,  what 
was  don  at  said  nteetiiig  Novemfv  tiie  19'"  1705,  at  which  meetistg  he  v\as 


John  Houghton,  as  town  clerk,  appends  a  certified  copy  of  ''alie  tovvnes  .nrst  agree- 
ment about  a  nieehpg  i.oiise." 

"Jo  his  ExtcUcncy  j'oscfih  Dudley  Esq.  Captain  Gcucraii and  Govcniour  In 
CJieifi'        Her  Mtuestics  Il'in^'a^'li:  Cou::i:i!l  and  Representatives  con- 
i/ened  In..  Gene  rail  Assend'iry  at  lu'sto/i  May      29^''^  1706. 
Wheras  som  of  y"  Inhabitants  of  liie  Towne  of  Lanca.SLcr  h:ivr  mani- 
fested theire  i )isattisftction  v/ith  the  Lrocee;hngs  of"  said  Towr^e  Refferring 
to  tlie  Building  of  a  Meeting  hoirse  ce  have  ddriressiul  themselves  to  y= 


Tiio.MAS  Wilder 
John  WijajiLK  I 


V  Selectmen 


a);sent 


[Ma.ssacIiUoCtis  Arclnves,  XI,  200.] 
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Genen.l!  Court  o;  liive  oM-r'v-.'I  n  '"V  -.r.H.f.ie  to  Consider  of  y<^  premisses 
uliicli  Ccmifdc  (son-  of  tin  r,);  h.u-v   iuid  y-  Reasons  of      Towiios  Pro-  ' 
ccedit-.^s  ihrreirt  ir,  sen  niea-UH.-  i.oil  before  .them  which  we  hoi>e  & 
beUc-.  c  a.-:  .s.,.":;:.Ic.-.:  -C  tviucu  tl.vr  "q'li'.ir-  of  y*-'  same  but  wlial  In  fine,  nee 
they  have  had  we  knov,-  not.  therefore  we  have  thought  it  Necessary  to 
acqudiui  this  Grcal  &  General]  A.ss  j:r.b]'.:y  v.-i'b.  som  of  rnany  that  might 
be  alieaclged.  ^:  first  as  to  y*"  place  of  setting  said  house  the  Towne  have 
considered  the  Circumstances  of  the  ease  &  have  condisended  (for  y'^ 
convenience  of  y'^  Minister  iN:  those   on  y'  west  side  of  y-  River)  to 
set  it  neere  a  mile  to  y'  westv/ard  of  y'  Center  of  y'-'  Township  &.  Inhabi- 
tanis,  there  beisig  3-icere  two  thirds  of  them  that  live  on  the  east  side 
of  Ihc  River  &  neere  two  thirds  of  all  pablique  charges  are  borne  oy 
them  iS:  neere  tv/o  parts  of  y'  Lands  ly  on  y^  East  side  S:  almost  all  the 
medowes  so  that  tiKit  side  not  onely  is,  but  forever  is  like  to  be  the  bigeit  by 
far,  neither  will  the  s-tdng  of  a  n-^ecting  House  where  the  Towne  have 
votvd  it  disoblidge  those  on  y'"  west  side  for  neere  halfe  of  them  will  be 
alm.ost,,  if  not  allogeiher  as  nere  to  y'  place  now  votf^d  as  they  vrere  to  y' 
old  place     the  othei"  but  little  fuaher  fiom  it,  &  tliere  is  above  twenty 
fm.iiiks  on  y'  cast  side  that  yet  will  be  neere  as  for  agen  from  -f  meeting 
house  as  the  fartfiesl  of  those  on  y'  west  side,  of  such  as  are  made  further 
oil  by  setbing  it  on  y'  East  side  the  River,  &  wheras  som  suppose  It  will 
be  too  far  from  y'  '^linister  v/e  know  not  as  yet  how  far  lliat  will  be  for  the 
Towne  have  agreed  10  give  him  a  hundred  pound  to  settle  himselfe  &  if  it 
be  Ids  pleasure  to  live  \vhere  he  now  doth  (wldch.  is  scarcely  a  nule)  the 
Tov/ne  is  not  in  fault  about  it,  &  as  for  setting  a  house  on     west  sidu;  the 
River,  the  To-vne  can  not  comply  with  it  hovin^  lost  two  alreaiJy  l;;rrJ  by 
the  eucviy  on  that  s/J::,  Cc  therefore  think  it  noi  prudence  to  build  liser-'uii 
againe,  it  being  aporeliended  to  be  a  very  dangerous  place  &  if  there  be 
any  that  is  more  safe  &  also  niore  coiivenient  for     whole  Tov.-ne  tiu^n  we 
ai:iprehend  it  both  our  pruden'-e     Duty  to  ))ui!d  it  there,  &  whereas  the 
most  of  tlreni  that  seeme  to  be  nrost  avers  to  the  Towns  proceedings  have 
declared  it  is  because  they  are  contrary  to  y*^  first  agreement  o^  -f  Towne 
about  a  meeting  lnjuse  or  else  they  could  Redily  comiply,  so  on  tl^e  eon- 
trary  we  apprehend  v,'hat  y^  Tov.'ne  Inive  don  herein  is  v/hoily  consonant 
with  said  agreement  as  may  be  made  appeare,  the  essence  whereof  is  only 
tills:  viz  to  set  it  in  the  most  eojsall  and  convenient  place  tluit  may  b.e 
advized  ^e  concluded  by  the  Plantation,  &  if  we  nuist  be  compelled  to  set 
up  a  meeting      use  on  y'  place  it  last  stood,  then  the  neerest  of  all  y' 
famillies  on  y  east  side  of  y"  River  v/ill  be  as  farr  if  not  farther  from  said 
H'ouse  tr.an  the  kuihest  of  those  that  li'.-e  on  y'  West  side,  except  the  Mill 
&.  n-e  diink  thev  r.r  not  fard^er  from  y"  nevv'  place  then  they  are  from  y" 
old.  so  tluat  cori.ddering  all  our  circems Lances  v/e  appreliend  we  have  don 
nothing  to  wrong  any  person  bur,  Inoeavoured  to  accomodate  the  whole  as 
neer  as  may  be,  so  hoping  that  this  Generall  Court  will  not  Infringe  us  of 
the  Liberties  &  Privi!id^';es  Granted  us  by  the  Generall  Courts  Grants  & 
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the  Laws  of  this  Pro\'ir;ce,  for  us  to  mannge  our  oavt'c  aff sii ls  vv!:i(_L.  being; 
acted  accorJ.iiig  as  wc  coaceive  according  to  said  Grants  &  Law:,  wee  hope 
v^i!]  be  very  much  for  y-  fnliire  ycaro  &  vdlare  of  our  towi^e.  which  wqc 
hope  iSc  believe  this  General)  Court  v. ill  aiwaj.es  be  Ready  lo  promote  & 
hereby  encourage  us  under  those  many  Diiucalties,  \ve  are  Continually 
laboring  in/der  &  be  fa  ih.er  obildged  as  in  duty  bound  ever  to  r,v^y  S:-c. :  & 
Remaine  \'our  Exccilefifnes  i  Honors  most  rTunible  Servants.  In  i^elialfe 
of  y"  major  part  of  )"  Lnhabitants  of  Laricasler 

John  Houghton 

Thomas  Wilder  j 

Joseph  Wheelock    )■  Co})iiifee 

JOSTAH  WHETCOIViB      |  .  . 

JojiN  Wilder  j  L 

[Miuf.acliusett?  Archives,  XI,  20S.] 

The  first  clause  printed  in  italics  above,  as  the  yet  unful- 
filled prophecy  of  one  esteemed  ver}*'  Avisc  in  his  generation, 
is  conirnended  to  the  attention  of  the  Lancastrian  towns 
east  of  the  Nashavvay,  for  liieir  enconragemerit.  I'lie  sec- 
ond passage  italicised  proves  tliat  the  iirst  church  was 
burned  b}'  the  savages,  and  probably  diudng  tlie  abandon- 
ment of  the  settlement,  i(S^(y--q,  being  rebuiit  upon  the 
same  spot  about  1684.  This  has  been  noted  in  correction 
of  popular  belief  and  previous  printed  statement,  by  Rev- 
erend Abijah  P.  IMarvin,  in  his  history  of  Lancaster. 

Wharas  by  the  orouidence  of  God  by  sicknes  I  could  not  atend  the 
commit  at  Boston  yet  I  thout  good  to  let  thos  that  are  concarned  under 
stand  m^•  mind  abouc  thai,  mater  refrring  to  the  sedng  of  die  meting  houes 
of  lankestr,  tl)a'  the  inos^  conuendent  place  for  the  inhabitance  will  be  on 
the, est  sid  of  the  riuer  ner  to  or  wher  1  under  stand  the  town  hath  voted  it. 

Dat  March  3  1706  Tiio  :  }iROVVN^E. 

Concord  June.  5.  1706. 
This  may  certirie  V.  bom  it  may  concern,  that  whereas  the  subscriber 
was  cho:-cn  one  of  a  conunittee  10  ma!<e  report  where  Lancaster  mpciing 
hous  m.ight  most  convenieiitly  stand  for  the  benefit  oT  the  inhabitan.ts  his 
opinion  was  that  it  should  be  on  the  est  side  of  the  town. 

James  Minott 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  Kl,  siod 
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Lancastfk  June  3''  4  1706. 
T'he  Inh'.ibitants  of  y-  ea^^  side  of  Rivver  in  snid  Towne  r.iel  too;etlier 
to  clioose  a  Comitie  to  send  to  y"  grent  and  Generrdl  Assembly  jjOvv  sitting  : 
said  Court  having  no  tilled  ih^nx  to  ;ij^peare  ti.ac  so  a  hearing  uf  y"  ivuiiler 
Refferring  to  y"  place  of  sotting  up  a  naceting  honse  in  said  Lancaster 
might  be  had  s^id  i td^abitants  U-iouiihl  it  necessar}'  (the  l^etter  to  acquaint 
said  Court)  to  nieasnre  &  se?'  tlie  dii!eren<:(:  of  y*"  Leiigth  of  y"  way  fiom 
the  houses  in  that  part  of  y"  Towne  called  y'  neck  to  y°  place  wliere  two  of 
y''  Comittie  made  theire  Report  the  meeting  house  sh.ould  stand  &  to  y" 
place  \\liere  y^  Towne  iiave  voied  it  to  stand  &  where  y"  other  two  of  y"" 
Cornittic  aj'^aehend  it  most  con\'enieni,  &  nnd  that  neer  one  liable  of  tlieni 
are  considerably  nearer  to  y'  Latter  ^t  the  Rest  of  them  bui  little  farther 
from  it  than  they  are  from  y'  place  Reported  to  y'  Court,  &  the  fard-iest  of 
them  not  fully  two  niiies  froiu  y"  place  the  Towne  have  voted  11,  except  y- 
nd'l,  S:  tfie  Inhabitants  on  the  East  side  of  y''  River  must  notwithstanding 
above  20  farailiies  of  them  go  farther  than  any  of  y'  west  side  &  rr.any 
must  go  twice,  &  some  neere  th.ree  times  as  far  though  the  meeting  house 
should  be  set  where  it  is  voted,  so  th.at  we  do  not  t.ike  the  lionse  from 
them  on  y'  west  side  as  they  would  Lrtirnate,  nor  have  we  don  ar;}  thing 
but  v.-l>at  v/as  apprehended  to  be  designed  when  y'  last  nieeting  house  was 
built:  for  ahliongh  then  sevei'al!  voted  to  set  it  on  j''' east  side,  yet  the 
major  vole  car)-icd  it  on  y'  west  side  y'  River  so  all  Avas  quie!  witli  this 
expectation,  and  general!  discou)'se,  that  tl'ie  next  we  built  sl)ould  be  set 
on  y'  east  side  without  obstruction,  tlierefor  think  it  straaage  to  meet  with 
so  much  trouble  about  it  from  some  of  those  on  y'  west  side  cf  y"  River. 

Thomas  Wilder 
John  LLot'GHTON 
John  Wiltjeh  <(  Co}?iitiie 

Joseph  Wheelock 
J  o  s  T  A II  Whet  c  o  a  i  b 
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Pruvince  of  Massachnstfts  Bay, 

To  his  E^.cclleyicy  Joseph  Dudley  Esq  May,  29.  1706. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  several  of  the  Inliabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Lanc^aster  v/hose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  in  behalf  of  then-iselves 
and  the  Rest  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West  side  of  tlie  said  Town. 
Sheweth,  That  yo""  Petitioners  presented  a  Humlde  Petition  to  thus  (ireat 
and  General  Assem])ly  at  tlieir  sessions  in  November  last  referrhig  to  the 
situation  of  their  meeting  house  praying  that  it  miglvt  be  settled  \\h.ere  it 
formerly  stood  (vizt :  on  tiie  west,  andl  most  exposed  side.)  as  is  most  con- 
venient both  for  minister  and  people,  as  was  fully  set  forth  in  sd  Petition, 
to  which  yo''  Petition"  refer,  the  Consideradon  whereof  yo'  EKcelh.:ncy  and 
Hono'=  referred  to  a  Committee  of  four  Gent';  iwo  whereof  vizt :  Col.  T}  ng 
II 
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and  M  lior  CQiWcr-c  (\\-h?  kiv/w  iiic  Cii"cun\stances  of  ihc  ur.\iU':'r)  were 
unu'.y  IV. r  {wvin-  it  l.-iilt  tlic  \Ve:^l  side,  bat  the  other  two  vizi:  Major 
Browne  &  Capt.  Midou  who  wvrc  siKui.i;^'/ ^.  rt. iVised  to  Concur  witii  tiicm 
?o  thnt  nothin:^:  wa-  il:;-;"!  done.  \'o'  l*;:ihloncrs  therefore  humbly  pray 
this  Great  &  Ck-ncral  Assembly  would  please  to  j)utt  a  hnal  End  to  this 
afiair  which  lias  been  very  trouh)lesome  &  expensive  to  yo^  Petitioners  and 
to  Determine  &  appoint  I  he  place  where  theyr  meetini(  house  stiall  stand. 
And  yo^  Petitioners  (as  in  duly  bound)  siiali  ever  pray,  ^c'?' 

Cyprian  Stkvens 
John  PniiscoT 
^        ■•  Peter  Joslin 

JO.^IAH   Whi  J'E 

\"erle  '■        •  EPiP^:  Wilder 

?Jay,  ult.  1706.  In  Council.  K' ad.  Resolved  That  both  parts  of 
the  To\vn  of  Lancaster  be  h.card  l^eiore  the  vhole  Coirrt  on  Frida}'  tiie  7"' 
of  jLiue  next  by  tiieir  Committees,  re^crl■ing  to  the  situation  of  tiieir  nieet- 
ini;;  House,  and  that  tiiey  be  notif)ed  to  attend  accordingly. 

Sent  doivn  for  concurrance.  Isa.  Addixgton  Sec/y. 

In  th-e  House  of  Representatives  June  i  :  1706.  Read  and  Resolved  a 
concurrence.  I^homas  Oakes  Speaker 

12,  June,  1706.  In  CouDcib  Upon  a  full  hearing  of  both  parts  of  the 
Town  of  Lancaster  by  th.cir  Committees,  Resohed  That  the  ivieeting 
House  be  Erected  and  set  up  at  or  near  tlie  place  where  the  old  Meeting 
blouse  stood,  and  has  been,  twice  before  built. 

Sent  dovvui  for  concuriance.  IsA.  Aduington  Secy. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jurie  26 :  1706.  Read  &  not  agreed, 
&  CoiTutted. 

June  28  :  I'pon  a  full  Hearing,  of  both  parts  of  y"  Tov/ne  of  Lancaster 
by  their  Comictees,  &  y''  pleas  made,  by  and  in  y*  behalf  of  y'  sd  West 
side,  vizt,  y*  upon  the  settlrig  sd  house  in  y"  old  place  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  for  their  house  Loits  extraordinary  to  y"  support  of  sd  House  &  Min- 
istry :  And  -f  East  .side  pleading  the  Rationality  of  \"  Reljuilding  of  y" 
Meeting  house  on  y^  East  side  ;  In  regard  of  y'  danger  vvliere  it  stood 
formerly,  *5c  the  dissasters  tfiat  hath  befallen  tirem  there:  &  yMt  is  con- 
trary to  y-  vote  of  about  two  thirds  of  y"  Inhabitants.,  that  inet  at  a  Legall 
Towne  Meeting  warned  held  for  the  determining  y'  atfair  in  t'lcir  Townc  : 
&  seeing  most  of  the  first  planters  cb.ildreri  being  remoued  to  east  side 
Resolved,  that  y*'  meeting  house  be  erected  &  sett  at  y'  place,  where  y* 
Tov<aie  last  appoynted.  it  should  be  sett  upon  y"  East  side  of  y"  Riuer  Ot  y' 
y*  obligation  layd  upon  sd  House  Lotts  extraordinary  shal  be  for  eu.er 
hereafter  null  &  voyd ;  &  y'  said  Land  be  rated  to  the  ministry  &;  sd  House 
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p.ccordiii^"  as  )  '-'To\vncs  otlier  Limcls  Iinproved  •,  b}' y'' Income,  as  y"  Law 
ji;'o\'idcs  tor  7'ovv  ne  Rates. 

Jnlv  5  sent  up  for  coucurrence  1'ko.mas  Oakes  ..S^^'^ 

July,  13'r  1706.    lu  Couucil  ;  Read  and  not  concurred. 

!SA  AUDTNGTON  Secy. 
[Massachusett:;  Archives,  XJ,  207.]  ■  ■ 

To  /u's  ExcellcHCV  Joseph  Dudley  Esq .  Capiiii/i  Genera li  and  Governoui' 

in  Chlefe  cs-^c  :  

l"he  Petition  of  John  IRuighton  of  y'  Towne  of  Lancaster  Humbly 
ShtAv'eth.  That  Whereas  som  of  y'  Inhabicants  of  said  Lancaster  on.  y" 
West  side  of  y-  River  liave  apj}lyecl  themselves  to  the  Gerierall  Assembly 
Manifestirig  tlielre  Dissatt'skK  tion  v/irh  y"  Townes  Proceedings  Re'Vetring 
to  \-°  place  of  setting  tlinie  nv.'Cting  house  c%  his  Excelleiicy  &  Councill 
having  sent  to  said  Tow  n.j  t'-  stop  theire  proceeding  theirin.  till  the  said 
GenerHll  Court  sliall  give  tfscire  Direction  concerning  it,  In  obedience 
when  unto  said  Towne  have  Desisted  &  have  don  nothing  to  it  since  the 
S]:>ring  so  tliat  frame  is  mucli  damnihed  by  }  weather,  &  y"  People  under 
grt-at  disadvantage  for  \\3.ni  thereof,  having  for  above  this  two  yeares  been 
necessitated  to  meet  (on  ihe  Sabath)  at  the  Aiinisters  Mouse  winch  will 
not  containe  halfe  Piihabitants  but  man}  of  tliem  must  stand  abrond  in 
all  weatlicrs  .^  hicll  is  very  greivious.  nor  can  tliey  heare  the  minisier  vdtii 
thst  benihit  tiiDl  otheiv/ise  tliey  might,  &  if  tliey  may  not  forthwith  go  on 
to  finish  said  House  they  must  still  be  under  tlie  same  imcomfortable  cir- 
cumstances this  winter  also  :  as  for  y"  distance  of  y-  inh.abilants  on  y'  west 
side  tliC  Rivei  fiom  y"  place  where  the  frame  rtow  standeth  the  farthest  of 
them  is  but  about  two  miles,  &  there  is  above  20  faraillies  on  the  east  side 
that  the  neerest  of  ti^em  will  still  be  at  least  three  miles  from  it  .!c  sorn  4  or 
5,  iS:  were  it  not  to  accomodate  those  on  the  west  side  as  neere  as  may  be, 
said  meeting  hou>e  should  ha'/e  hcttn  sett  neere  a  mile  more  eastvvard  to 
com  to  y^  center  of  y'  Towaiesliip  tK:  Inhabitants,  )-our  Petitioner  tlierefore 
Humbly  jjtayes  that  your  Isxcellency  &  Hon7  ^vould  take  y'  Premisses  into 
your  Consideration  &  Grant  tliat  the  former  Restriction  may  be  taken  off 
vl'-:  all  obstacles  Removed,  ReiTerrir.g  thereto,  which  tis  hoped  will  be  much 
tor  y^  peace  o:  encouragement  of  said  Inhabitants  &  fartiier  oblidge  yo"^ 
Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  ever  to  pray  &c : 

John  Houghton. 

Nov:  I  :  1706,  Read  hi  the  House  of  Representatives.  Ordered  tliat 
the  Prayer  of  sd  J'etition  be  Granted. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  Thomas  Oakes  Sp. 

Nov.  2,  1706.    In  Council    Read  &.  Concurred. 

ISA.  Addixgton'  Secy: 
I  coiisent  to  the  within  order.       J.  Dudley. 
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An,  interesting  picture  lor  those  who  have  e\'es  to  see^  is 
fi-amed  m  ttiis  sin^ple  letter  of  the  old  town's  clerl:  —  a 
pleasant  picture,  wherein  die  shadow  of  a  severe  asceticism 
is  perfused  Vvdth  tlie  glow  of  h.eroic  faith  —  a  picture  of  the 
Sabbath  in  Lancaster  one  hundred  and  sevent}  -five  years 
ago  —  fifty  and  more  of  our  stu rdv  pr-e-genitors  at  stated 
hour,  some  on  horseback  with  wife  or  daughter  on  pillion 
behind  tliem-,  most  afoot,  with  guns  on  shouhdicr,  wending 
their  vray  at  the  head  of  tlieir  families  l^rom  widely  scat- 
tered homes  toA\'aids  a  common  centre  —  Irom  Prescott's 
Mills  and  13 are  HilL  from  the  Neck  and  Bridecake  Plain, 
from  Qiiasaponikin,  Watatjuadock  and  far-away  Kequas- 
sagansit,  little  processions  of  God~learing  people  chid  in 
leather  and  homespun,  coming  through  siorrn  or  sunshine, 
in  vv'inler's  snow  or  spring  mire,  and  gathering  about  the 
parsonage  at  the  road  crossing  in  Soiitli  Lancaster  ;  filling 
its  rooms  to  overflowing,  and  imddling  about  its  open  doors 
to  catch  in  listening  ea.rs  and  carry  a.way  in  retentive  uieni- 
ories  the  l^ervid  exhortations  of  young  master  John  Prentice, 
the  new  juinister. 

The  frame,  damriitied  by  two  years'  storms,  vvas  now 
qaickly  covered  in,  and  peace  reigned  in  the  cliurch. 
Very  few  facts  can  be  gleaned  irom  coritemporarv  records 
about  the  edifice,  except  that  Robert  Houghton  was  prob- 
ably cliief  aichilect  and  buildc:r  ;  the  town  voting  him 
twelve  acres  of  land  tor  work  don  bv  him  at  the  meeting 
house,"  and  twenty --five  acres  "for  making  the  pidpit," 
His  brother  John  seems  to  have  been  a  peace  maker  in  the 
contro\'ers}s,  and  is  credited  v/ith  the  gift  r^f  the  sile  for  the 
building,  while  Thomas  AVilder  gave  land  opposite  lor  the 
burial  ground,  novv^  knov/n  as  the  Old  Common  Cemetery. 
F.ever(;nd  Timoth}*  Harrington  tells  us  that  "Mre  John 
Prentice  began,  preaching  here  in  May,  1705,  was  olTered 
a  settlement  February,  1707,  and  was  ordained  on  thie  29th 
of  March;  1708.  Joseph  Willard,  Esc[.,  in  his  history  of 
Lancaster  gives  some  information  respecdng  Mr.  Prentice's 
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fciinilv  which,  he  ir,  carefii]  to  state,  was  derived  from  the 
iii\^"stit(atioris  of  another.  His  informant  was  largely  in 
error,  if  we  may  believe  tlie  results  of  more  modern  re- 
search. Reverend  Jolm  Prentice  v/as  born  in  Newton 
about  1602,  being  the  son  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Sarah 
(Stanton)  Ih  entice.  His  father  died  in  16S4.  His  grand- 
father vvas  the  captain  of  cavalry  famous  in  Philip's  vvar, 
win.)  was  alive  at  the  time  of  his  grandson's  settlement  in 
Lancaster,  bnt  died  at  the  age  of  ninety,  July  6,  lyio,  ''in 
consecjiience  of  a  fall  fromi  Ids  horse  while  returning  from 
pnblic  Vv'orship."  John  Prentice,  according  to  the  Rox- 
bury  church  records,  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mar}-  Gardner, 
Dec.  4,  1705.  His  faithful  ministry  in  Lancaster  ended 
v'ith  his  life,  Jan.  6ih,  1748. 

1707  Lanxaster  August  y'  19  1707. 

May  it  Please  your  cxcelt!  About  four  of  the  Clock  afiernooin 

Wee  are  sorry  that  we  ha\e  Such  News  to  acquaini  you  with,  in  y'  in 
our  PtTsuit  &  Erj^^au'cneut  with  enemv  we  lost  2  men  of  nuirlborough 
be.>!doo  Whick-r  Vvhicji  -was  takeu  v/hicli  is  Killed  ;  one  of  Lancaster  and  one 
of  n^arlbr  roug'ii  is  v.uunded  :  we  ovc'rtouk  tiicm  about  8  or  9  mile  '/"ide  of 
I-^.ucasier  this  da;/  about  9  a  clock  th.is  da\-  v. here  \ve  fought  them  about  2 
hours  the  enemy  Jiavcing  a  great  advantage  of  us  when  we  com.e  up  v.'ith 
them  ;  there  beirjg  about  tiiirt}'  of  tliein  as  we  suppose,  at  Length  we  wholl}' 
routed  them  and'  took  all  their  packs  and  provision  d  have  Slain  Severall 
of  tliem  v.ithout  any  doubt,  but  we  lutd  not  Time  to  iaid  thent.  we  have 
sent  abou.t  thirty  men  to  waylay  them  or  head  them  if  tliey  can,  being  in 
great  hast  we  subscribe 

Your  exceliy*  Most  Humble  Servt% 
Prayir.g  your  furtl-ser  direct*.  Tfio  :  Hov;e 

JOSIAIi  COVEKSE 

[MassachuseLts  Archives  Ll,  174.] 

On  Monday  last  the  n3th  currant.  Thirteen  Indians  on  the  Frontiers 
surprised  two  men  at  tlieir  labour  in  tiic  Meadows  at  Marlborough  about 
tour  rnilL'S  distant  from  the  body  cL  tiie  Town,  took  thern  both  alive;  and 
as  they  [larted  out  of  the  To'v'.ai  took  a  woman  also  in  tlieir  marching  otf, 
\v!i()m  they  kidt-rl.  Ho\\\  one  of  the  Pris(mers  broke  av.'ay  in  a  scuftie,  and 
b 'Ou-'U  home  tlte  Indians  Gun  and  Hatchet,  and  acquainted  the  Garrison 
and_  b]jiai);tants,  \\hr>  speediiv  follovved  tliem,  and  were  jo}'ned  by  2C  from 
Lancaster,  being  in  iJl  ..jo  odd,  came  up  with  the  linemy  who  were  also  in- 
CfLiaied  to  36  and  on  Tuesday  at  ten  of  the  Clock  found  them,  and  in  two 
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hours  exc]K'!:.;,;<-d  toi  shot  a  man  in  v.lra-h  r.kirmi?.!i  we  lo-t  two  men  and 
had  two  sli^uth'  wou!->dp(l,  am!  no  doui>t  \s\  lalied  several  of  t-iC  Enemy, 
whose  of  b'-ii\i;  ciairi^il  -'p.v-ay  we  saw,  b-'l  recovered  but  one  of 

thent.  tVio  'i-  pic.'j;!' ;]^- co;,'„r:;:rc(l.  thai  we  killed  io  or  12  cit  least:  we 
took  24  of  iiK-ir  rack:-.,  ;::id  drove  them  oil  tlieir  inonnd,  and  arr  yci  pur- 
sced  bv  tAvo  Parti-'s  of  the  Forces  from  Lancaster  and  Gm'j.)'^  :  at  our 
Forces  ovcrcakiri,^-  and  attacking  the  Enemy  they  barbai-ously  miifdered  the 
Captive. 

[Bostor!  Ncv/s  Letter,  25  Aiig'.iit,  2:707.] 

Parties  of  hostile  liidiaris  had  been  continua]].}'  hoovering 
about  tiie  settlement,  and  on  the  }6\]i  of  ]u]y.  1707^  had 
killed  Jonathan  White,  a  son  of  Josiah,  and  brotiier  of  Cap- 
tain John  White.  The  captive  mentioned  above  as  ''''  bar- 
barously nviirdered,"'  was  also  a  Lancaster  man  recently 
removed  to  .Marlborougki ,  by  name  Jonathan  Wilder, 
whose  father,  Lienteuant  Nathaniel  Wilder,  had  been  slain 
in  170..*..  He  was  twenty  years  of  ao-e.  The  other  victims 
were  :  Richard  Singleterry  and  John  Farrar  killed,  Eph- 
raim.  "Wilder  and  Samuel  Steveirs  v/omaded  severely. 

Ensign  John  Farrar  was  of  .Lancaster  birth,  being  son 
of  Jacob  Farrar.  Jr.,  veho  was  killed  in  tlie  massacre  of 
Aug.  22,  1675. 

Ephraim  Vvnlder  veas  brother  to  the  captive,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  detanled  account  of  the  atlair  given  by 
Reverend  Timothy  Harrington  in  tlie  Century  Sermon, 
was  derived  from  him.  He  lived  tmtil  1769,  dving  Dec. 
I3tli  of  ihdX  year,  aged  94.  The  place  v/here  the  skirmish 
was  fougktt  is  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Sterling,  and  to 
this  day  is  called  the  Lidian  Fight. 

1708.  To  ills  Excellency  Joseph  Dudley  Esq.  Captain  Gencrall  aii.d  Goi'- 
eyr.car  In  Chief e  &~'c:  .  .  .  ,  Boston:  JiDie  lo^-k:  1708: 
The  Petltioa  of  Samuel]  Brigharn  of  p  IVjwn  of  Marleborouglf  !n  be- 
halfe  of  ,Severall  Per.sons  Inhabitants  of  Matieborougli  &  Lancaster: 
Flumbl}-  Siieweth,  Tha:  Whereas  somlime  in  y' Month  of  .A  ugust  Last 
past.  In  an  Enga-cmenr..  with,  p  Indian  Eneu'iy,  In  \'  woods  bc}ond  Lan- 
caster, be.^kies  other  Damages  not  liei'e  mentioned;  Ifmriraim  Wilder  oi 
said  Lp.ac.isier  v/as  tli.en  womided  being  shot  thro'igh  the  t'ligh  v.Edcl'i 
wound  was  Considerable  Damage  to  him  in  Loss  of  time  being  len  weeks 
beside  y*  paine  oi  said  v*-ouiid  6.:  cost  01  cure,  which  was  foure  pounds  ten 
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shillings,  as  may  apjveare  by  the  Doctors  Bii]  for  sd  cure,  also  there  was 
one  Gun  lo^t  beinf:  c:;ried  away  by  enemy  wltich  Gun  belonged  to  Jolin 
H;!ici  !ii  ?.';irb  : '(.>-r)i.io-i;  v.iio  was  then  slaine,  vN:  hi.s  witiuw  c'c  children  Left 
:e  I  c--'r:di''i.i-,  v*  Gun  v/a?;  Wi)rth  nt  y'  Leai.i  fourty  shillin^-;s  whicl) 
yn'  J-ctiiioJKT  pj-ays  iiiay  be  alowed  to  said  Widow :  there  were  two  Horses 
I:'.:i.'--d  and  tv-:.  •/••••^tinded,  one  that  v  as  killed  belonged  to  Jonathan  Brig- 
Isam  being  worlii  ei^b.t  pounds  &  ihe  other  vahaed  'worth  foure  pounds 
belonged  to  Sanmeli  Ward  one  of  y'  Horses  wounded  was  Joseph  Newions 
]iis  cliarge  of  ctire  &  Damage  was  at  least  twelve  shillhigs,  the  otlx-r  Horse 
v/ounded  Ijelong'ed  to  0!!^•er  Kow  ^vho-'e  charge  for  cure  &  Damage  was 
tw nt}' sldhlags,  ther  was  also  somthing  Considerable  expended  as  was 
Necessary  far  y*  Detent  jjuriall  of  three  V'ersons  Slain  in  said  Engagement. 

Your  Petition'  therefore  Fiumbly  Prays  that  your  Excellency  &  Hon''* 
would  take  tl-e  Premisses  into  your  seriou.s  Consideration  &  Grant  such 
Reasonable  i^lowances  to  }"'  Parties  concerned  as  above  mentioned :  as  In 
your  W'isdom  sh.i.11  seem  Just  &  ICquinable  &.  your  Petitioner  as  In  Duty 
Bound  Shall  ever  pray  &c.  Sam"'.  Brigham. 

House  of  Representatives,  June  i6.  1708.  Read  &  Resolved  :  That 
ti-ici'e  lie  al'ov,t:d  vv  Paid  out  of  tiie  Publick  Treasur}-.  as  foli0^^s,  vizt: 

To  E^phrcdui  Vr'i'der  fur  the  cine  of  his  wound  tiie  sum  of  three  Pounds 
and  for  the  losse  of  his  TiuLe,  charges  &c  five  P-'ounds. 

To  the  widow  of  John  Farrer  for  a  Gun  lost  Thirty  shillings. 
To  Jonathan  i^righam  for  a  Horse  killed  four  Pounds. 
To  Sam''  Ward  for  a  Horse  killed  Two  Pounds. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence,  16  June  1708 

Tfto.MAS  Oliver  Speaker 
In  Council    Read  iS:  concurr^  ISA.  Ad]:>ington  -SVcr^/ 

CoxcORTj  June  S  1708. 
These  may  Certify  vrhom  it  may  concern  there  is  due  to  me  for  Medi- 
cin.e  dressing  &  t.uring  of  a  \v'Ciund  in  y-  tliygh  of  P4ihrairn  Wilder  of 
Lancaster  wliicli  lie  Pvecei\'ed  by  a  shot!  from  y'  Ejiemy  in  a  late  eu.gage- 
ment  some  time  in  August  last  imdci'  y*"  conduct  of  Le1  Brigham.of 
Mlbrow,  f  sun^  of  four  pounds  tenn  shillings  as  atests 

JoNA.  Prescott  CJiir. 

[Massacbusv-tt?  Archives,  LXXl,  454  el.  seq.] 

In  ■Massachusetts  Archives,  lx?vI,  421-3,  is  a  pethlon 
from  Samuel  Steven;^  dated  Nov,  10,  1707%  asking  aid, 
h.is  hands  being  botli  sliott  by  v''  enemy  &  lost  many  joynts 
whdch  has  Greatly  disinabl"  him  as  to  his  caling,  being  a 
joyner."  'Twenty  pounds  v^'as  voted  liim  and  a  pension, 
at  pletisiire  of  the  government,  of  foily  shillings  per 
annum. 
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170Q,  To  his  Excellency  yose^^h  Du.'l.y  Fso^-  Cafyt  Cer-hyn'  a\d  Gov-ny' 
in  Chief  in  and on>er  he}-  AJ^Jc-'li-'^  /V, ■■/'/><  v  af  the  M-j^.-.aelia^elts  Bay 
in  Isew  .iincfiaiid ,  and  to  inc  .;/  //,'/.•..•••///'/%•  i  ■'<'>'•  (•/  /'<./'  :\ia]cc4ies 
Conned,  7:-dh  /he  / /e/e'''''^'^  C/.;^''  :  /V-y-'/;,'  >  /'  /y  /  f  e  ^/■/do'd-^es. 

Humble  Petlion  of  us  Whose  Naincs  arc  Under  Wiitlen  huiTibley 
Shewclh.  \Yo  Inhuljitiii;:  on  y'  West  part  of  >"  Tv.\-.n  of  L.-ii.ca-.icr  i.«ciag 
y*  exlrea.'r.e  front,  )Ki\  v  i::2.  Subsisted  C.'ipt  Wi'l"  '  ;v:;-  ni<:n.  aro  kept 
out  oi  our  jMoney  to  our  (.went  oaniac^e,  suir.e  of  us  haueing  ReC^  nothing 
since  Apr''  28"'  1708.  Which  to  last  April  maks  a  full  yeare  besids  old 
arers  of  no  snial  sum.  Surne  of  us  being  poor  &  Under  Ingagmts  w'-''" 
cannot  be  answered  for  Want  hereof  \\ "'^  exposses  to  y'  )";enalty  of  )•*  law, 
we  haue  now  to  Adrcss  ou.rscI\  es  but  to  yo"  Flon'"^  as  \''  fatliers  of  our 
Israel,  hoping  you  will  Vouhsafe  to  help  us,  that  our  Money  so  well  de- 
served, Being  alowed  but  y-  y"  week  a  man,  may  be  more  eascliy  com  at  & 
not  to  pass  thrcugb  y"  hands  of  [lerticuler  men,  w'"''  has  greatly  hu.rt  us 
surii  years  past,  if  yoai'  Hon'"''  se  cause  to  Graunt  yo''  Pet  tin'""  what  we 
pray  for,  will  lay  us  LhKier  obligations  to  pray  for  yo'"  Hon'"^  peace  & 
Pr-'perity. 

Yo'"  most  liumble  Servts 
Oct  28  1709.  Jabez  ffairbanks 

JOSTiPH  HUTCHINS 

John  Glazear 
John  Pkescot 
CvpRiAN  Stevkns 
Simon  STKvriNs 
JosrAH  White 
NATfiANiLi.  Sawyer 

[Endorsed.'] 

In  the  Hou'^e  of  Representatives.  Nov^  10:  1709.  Read  and  ordered, 
That  the  Treasurer,  be  Directed,  to  make  no  Paymts  eitlier  to  Go!  T}ng, 
or  his  son  ^ibaj  Tyrig,  for  an}-  Demands  they  haue  to  make,  upon  the 
Treasury,  for  any  sum  or  sums  due  to  them,  untill  they  Produce  Discharges, 
under  the  hands  of  the  Petitioners,  for  the  sums  due  to  th.em,  for  their 
Bilietting  Souldiers  (by  their  order,)  imto  tlLis  present  year  1709.  And 
'i'hat  the  sd  Gob  &  his  son,  do  notify  the  severail  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster, 
Grotton  Dmistable  &c,  That  haue  by  their  order  Billelted,  Souldiers  to 
meet  with  them  some  time  in  this  present  month  of  November,  at  some 
certain  place  in  tl^e  respective  Towns,  that  they  make  up  their  amounts  & 
Take  Discn:Oges  from  tlic  Severail  Inhabitants,  for  their  Bilietting  Soul- 
diers for  the  time  afores^b 

Sent  up  for  concurrence,  John  Geark  Speaker 
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due  to  Jabez  ffairbank!.-  for  Billeting  of  rnen  under  the  ''^ 

comman/l  of  Capt  Vviliiairi  Tyng  hi  the  years  iVo7  &  170S  —       ,,  i6  ,j  lo 

due  to  John  Prescoti  —  2     12  4 

due  to  Joseph  }Tntoh);is        ■  -                       i      10  „  8 

due  to  Nathan-iel  Sa"vV;;er  —  2       S  ,,  9 

due  to  Cyprian  Steevens  — -  6     19  ,,  6 

due  lo  Simon  Steevens  i  ,,  17  8 

due  to  Josiah  Whit  —  2      8  o 

Lanch ASTER  twenty  first  of  November  1709 
Theji  received  of  Captain  William  Ting  for  subsisting  men  under  his 
command  in  full  fron^.  d-e  beginning  of  y"  world  to  th>-'  twenty  eightii  of 
Aprill  one  thousand  seven  Inrnciied  and  nine  by  us  the  subs-cribers 

Nathaniel  Sav/yer 
Cyprian  Stkuens 
Simon  Steue>3 

J  OS  I  AH  WhCTl 
JaBEZ  FA.1  llhA  NK 

John  Prescott 

his 

Joseph  -f-  PIucihins 

mark 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  LXXl,  565-8.] 

Tlie  PiSt  page  of  Ihe  Church  Records,  begun  by  Rever- 
end John  Prentice  after  his  settlemciit,  coiiiains  a  copy  of 
the  Covenant.  Tht^-e  are  no  minviteo  of  churchi  meetiiigs 
before  1728,  all  eai  lier  records  being  those  of  baptisms 
and  adniisyions  to  the  chuixh. 

LANCAS'JTH?.  CMURCH  COVENANT. 
Re7iewcd  MarcJi  29  1708  be  for  s  the  Ordinatiflii  of  ihe  Rev^  John  Freriiice. 

We  v^hose  Names  are  hereunto  subscribed  being  Inhabitants  [of  the] 
Tov/n  of  LanCHSler  irj  >:e\v-I >ighiud.  Knowing  that  we  [are]  prone  to 
orlenc'  &  Provoke  the  most  high  God,  !50th  m  heart  [word  and  deed] 
through  the  Prevalence  of  vSin  th.at  dv, elleth  within  us,  &  [tisrough] 
Temptations  from  without  us,  for  which  we  have  great  [reason  to]  be  Un- 
feignedly  I:umblcd  before  him  from  Day  to  Day  do  [in  the]  name  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  wiih  Dependance  upon  th.e  xA^ssistance  of  his  holy 
Spirit,  Solemnly  enter  in'o  Covenant  with  God,  &  one  with  another  ac- 
cording to  God.  as  followeth. 

imprirais  Thiat  liaving  Chosen  &  takers  tl»e  Lord  Jehovah  to  [be  our] 
God,  we  wiil  fear  him,  cleave  to  bin;  in  Love,  &  serve  [him  in]  truth  with 
all  our  hearts  giving  up  ourselvers  unto  him  [as  his]  People,  in  ail  things 
to  be  at  his  Direction  &  Sovereigne  [disposal],  that  we  may  have  &  hold 
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Comrrniniou  will;  him  as  rn-icfiibors]  of  Cbiisls  Mystical  Body,  accoj-ciiiig 
to  his  Revealed  will  [unto  ourj  Li^T's  Knd, 

2.  vVc  a;:  o  Mild  oui-scivcs,  lo  bfipg  up  our  Children  vv-  Sf-i  vauts 
[in  the]  Ka^c^vAqo^^  fear  of  Crod .  by  holy  Instructions  accord] n;.-:  ir.  our 
abilities,  o:  in  Special  b.y  the  Use  of  orthodox  Catecii'isms  [th/it]  true 
Relig;ion  iriay  be  nvuntained  in  our  farndics  while  we  [live]  yea  and 
a/nonci  sucli  as  shad  Live  whenv-'e  ?re  dead  &  Gone. 

3.  And  v/e  further  promise,  '10  Keep  close  to  y'  truth  of  Ch;-ist, 
erideavouring  vvith  lively  Adection  tov/ards  it  in  cur  hearts,  to  defend  it 
against  all  ooi)oscrs  yof.  as  God  shall  call  us  at  any  time  theieunto, 
[which]  that  we  may  do,  V7e  Ivesolve  to  use  the  lioly  scriptures  [as  our] 
platforme,  whereby  v»'e  n-.ay  discern  the  mind  of  Christ  [and  not  the]  New 
found  Inventions  of  men. 

4.  W't  also  Irigage  our  scb.'es  to  ha^"e  a  Csreful  Inspection  of  owr  own 
hearts,  viz.  so  as  to  Endeavou!  by  the  Virtue  of  the  [death]  of  Clirist.  the 
nrortificatio!}  of  all  our  sinful  Passions,  [v/orldly]  frames  &  Disordei'ly 
afteciions,  v% hereby  we  nia)  be  with.diawn  [from]  ths  Livin;j;  God. 

5.  We  moreover  Oblidge  our  selves  (in  the  faithful  Improvement  [of 
our]  abilitv  and  opportunity)  to  worship  God  accordinr;  to  afi  tlic  pariicu- 
iar  institutions  of  Christ  for  his  Church  under  Go:-p(d  Adndrdstradcons 
[with]  Reverent  attention  unio  y'  v/ord  of  God,  to  pray  unto  1dm  [vdtli] 
Praises,  and  to  Irold  Comniunion  eacli  v.ith  other,  in  the  [use  of]  the  seals 
of  the  Covenant,  nameiy.  Baptism  &  y*"  Supper  of  [the  Lord.] 

6.  We  Likev.ise  promise,  That  v/e  will  peacer'bly  sid^initt  [unto  the] 
Discipline  appointed  by  Christ  in  his  Church  for  olTenders.  obeyins;  (ac- 
cording to  y"  will  of  God)  then-j  that  have  the  Rule  over  us  in  the  [Lord.] 

7.  We  also  bind  our  selves  to  walk  in  Love  one  towards  another  en- 
deavouring our  nuUual  Edification,  Visiting,  Exhorting,  Con;;forting,  [as 
occasion]  serveth,  and  warning  any  Brother  or  Sister  which  offendeth 
[not]  divulging  private  offences  Irregularly,  but  hcedfuUy  foliowing  th.e 
Precepts  laid  down  for  Church,  dealing  Matth.  18,  15,  16,  ij.  [Whdie 
for]giving  all  that  do  manifest  unto  the  Judgment  of  Charity  [thai  the}'] 
truly  Ftepeni  of  their  mdscarriages. 

Now  the  C^od  of  peace  that  brought  again  from  the  Dead  Our  Lord 
[the]  great  shtpherd  of  the  sheep  through  the  Blood  of  the  Everlasting 
[Covenant.]  Make  us  perfect  in  every  good  Work  to  do  his  Will,  working 
that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight  th.rough  Jesus  X  to  whom  [be] 
glory  for  ever  iS.:  ever.  Amen. 

Words  prititeci  in  brackcls  are  in  place  of  tliose  worn 
from  edge  of  h-nt.  The  writing  is  that  of  Mr.  Pi'entice, 
and  at  tiiL-  end  he  signed  his  own  name,  and  wrote  below 
it  the  names  of  seveii  of  his  church,  perhaps  'dt  that  time 
the  only  male  members.    They  were  :  Tliomas  Wilder, 
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|')hn  Il(nUM-iton-  JosuMi  VV  i ; >:v.V:.  John  Wilder,  Jereiuiiili 
Will  son.  Job))  Rnog,  Jonail*::!;  Moor.  Twenty-five  other 
launcs  hi'ive.  been  signed  on  the  same,  and  four  on  the 
oi'>]'>osite  pftge,  from  liijie  to  time,  as  liiey  became  members 
oi  ihc  church  ;  for  i?xam])!e>  Major  Samuel  Wi] lard's,  who 
joined  Mo  v.  i8,  1733,  ;nid  that  of  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr.,  who 
v/as  admitted  April  14,  1734.  A  majority  seem  not  to  have 
signed  this  copy  of  tlie  covenant. 

i/io.    Mh'htlrs^x  ss .     To  he)-  Majc^tifs  Ii'>}"^a'''c  Jusfire'^  of  said  County 
of  Middicicx  conirencd  in  (Jitaricr  .S,.\v ■/'.>;,' s-  at  Ct'o.f  Isto^vnc,  March 

yr  lyh  I  7  I  o  /  I  I  . 

The  Humbie  Rc-civiest  of  The  Inba!)ii;^nts  of  y"  Towne  of  Lancaster 
fibllowet^!,  Th.!t  torasmiurh  as  sau!  Inhabitants  have  iov  several  yeares 
past  Sustained  Great  Dama-e  by  Fvcason  of  Many  Cattril  5.  Horses  be- 
ion^:!]i:(  to  O'he'-  Townes  bf^in;:;  brought  to  feed  (in  }'°  Suu'e;-  Season)  on 
ottr  Comorv-,,  alihoi3.i^h  y'  owners  of  said  cattell  have  no  Right  therin  & 
Some  of  our  Inhabitarits  thai  live  neer  the  outskirts  of  y*  Towne  have 
from  time  to  time  for  several  yeares  past  Received  such  calteli  under  their 
cas-e  (a:  Inspection,  v/h.ercby  we  are  not  only  Damnified  In  our  feecUng 
la';d.  but  also  mo-^t  of  our  out  niedov/s  are  quite  Ruined  &  so  eat  uj<  tliai 
\^e  can  get  but  very  Luth;  Hay,  but  ^diall  unavoidably  leeu  our  raitell. 
For  Pre'rention  of  the  Like  Dan^age  for  y*^  future  y''  inhabitants  of  said 
Lancaster  at  theire  lowne  vieeting  May  y'  22''  1710,  Voted  i\:  ordered  &: 
y  Selectmen  of  said  Towne  have  Acordingly  agreed  &  concluded  that 
from  o:  after  y'  first  Day  of  Ai<ril  next  beinge  y'  3-eare  of  our  Lord  1711  if 
any  Person  or  Persons  inhafii ta.iits  of  .-aid  Lancaster  shall  Presun^e  to  take 
in  any  such  catteil  as  abov;r  said  wlio:.e  owners  have  no  Right  nor  Privil- 
ege in  said  Co  mens,  &  shall  Kee|>  such  Cattell  to  Run.  at  Large  to  y"  Dam- 
age of  y'-'  Towne  as  abovesaid,  every  such  Inhabitant  so  doing  shall  be 
f.,y;ible  to  pay  as  a  fine  (to  use  of  the  Tovrne)  five  shdllings  pr  head  for 
every  such  beast  so  iak;en  &  Kept  by  them  to  feed  on  said  Comons  as 
alvA-esaid,  v  hicli  in  behalfe  of  Inhabitants  of  said  Lancaster  is  hereby 
presented  to  your  Hun'"^  Humbly  praying  your  alowaiice  &  a])probation  of 
y'  same  that  so  it  may  be  binding  to  all  y"  Inhabitants  of  SLiid  Lancaster 
in  all  Respects  as  the  Law  Dirrects  in  such  Cases,  that  may  be  approved 
oh'  by  your  fioj^J-  &  Remain.e 

Your  Hon-"  )no-t  Humble  Servants. 

Thomas  Wildei^ 

JOlfN  HOL'GilTON  S'^'CiuiCH 

JosFU'H  Wilder 
Jacob  Houghton  ) 

[Middlesex  Ccuri  Files.] 
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CllAKLESTCAVN,  Mar  1 3  I/IO/Jl. 

11. e  Court  iKn'iug  Inspected  the  by  Laws  of  the  .sd  Tovvn  oi  LariCaster 
as  on  fie  rdiow  of  tliC  same  for  this  year. 

[Middlesex  Cdurt  Records.] 


1710-11.    Middlrs'^x  s.i.     To  Jier  Majesties  Ho!i''alde  ynsfices  of  said 
Coiady  of  Adiddlfscx  Coni'cv.ed  ui  Oua^ier  Sessions  at  CJiarlstonvjie. 

AL'irch  y°  13'^''  173.0  11.  Pursuant  to  a  sumons  Wherein  y"  Selectmen 
of  y'  I'owne  of  Lancaster  or  some  of  them  are  Required  to  appeare  at  said 
Sessions  lo  Answer  to  a  Presentnient  of  said  Towne  iov  Wrtnt  of  a  School- 
master. These  are  Humbly  to  acquaint  your  lion''*  tliat  before  tiie  pre- 
seniiTient  wee  had  appointed  a  Towne  ^Meeting  in  order  to  f  iv,ocuring  of 
a  Schoobiiaster  &  accordingly  have  agreed  with  Mr.  John  Hou;^;hton.  Sen"", 
for  the  yeare  ensuirig  wlio  is  now  actually  Ingaged  for  &  in  said  work,  & 
hath  fcnr.erly  been  Lnphoyed  by  the  Townc  in  said  service  &  Instructed 
soinc  in  Writing  but  un^'er  our  present  Dangerous  Circumstances  it  is 
very  rlazardous  sending  our  children  to  sc;ioole  Li\ing  so  scattering.  }'et 
we  are  wiliing  to  do  herein  what  Possibly  is  to  be  done,  not  onely  to  ans- 
wer Y  Law  but  for  our  own  benifitt  &  therefore  Humbly  pray  there  may 
be  uo  farther  Proceedings  upon  said  Presentment. 
Dared  Lah^!  I'darch  y*  9*'^  1710/ 11. 

pr  yr  ilon^^'  rnost  Humble  Servants 

Thomas  Wilder  1 

EphPvAim  Wilder  c  >  . 

>    Select  }>!e>i 
Joseph  Wilder  j 

Jacob  Houghton  J 

[Middlesex  Court  Files.] 

Ch A rlestov;n  Mar .  13  1 7 1  o  / 1 1 . 
The  Selectmen  of  Lancaster  appearing  in  Court  to  ansv*-'"  iheir  present- 
ment of  their  Town  for  want  of  a  sclioolmaster  and  representing  to  V' 
Court  tlieir  circumstances  and  their  care  for  Listruction  of  youth,  the 
Court  accepts  the  same  and  allow  thereof  till  furiher  order  of  this  Court 
as  on  tile, 

[Middlesex  Courl  Records.] 
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lyii     A  List  OK  THE  Fr^jntifh  Gahhesons  Rh viewed  by  Oudek 
or  His  ExcEr.i.ENCY  the  Governouk  in  November  r/ii. 


No. 

Garrisons 

Soukliers 



Souls 

I 

He/e  Wiilard 

3  ! 

J 

8 

M  i  s  I  LOUjrfbton 

1 

4 

5 

J 

3  1 

C^pt  Wilder 

7 

1 1 

I 

47 

4  1 

}dv  Houghton 

2 

.| 

I 

53 

5  1 

Mr  White 

6 

8 

2 

3S 

Lieut:  Joslin 

3 

3 

2 

iS 

7 

Mr  Bcnvers 

3 

7 

I 

9 

S 

Mr  iiennct 

3 

'7 

0 

9 

?v1r  Slcverts 

4 

4 

2 

ig  ^ 

10 

Mr  i'renlice 

2 

2 

3 

9  \ 

1 1 

Lnsg  Wilder 

^ 

4 

2 

iS 

12 

Mr  S.isvyer 

S 

? 

I 

23 

^3 

;>'r  I'rescot 

3 

4- 

2 

15 

14 

Mr  Bcainan 

3 

4 

0 

^5 

Mr  Snow 

3 

4 

0 

i6 

Henry  Hurig'hton 

3 

2 

0 

17 

Mr  Preist 

6 

7 

0 

25 

iS 

Caleb  Sawyer 

3 

1 

1 1 

19 

Vv'in  -Sawyer 

3 

3 

0 

12 

20 

Mr  Whitcomb 

4 

4 

0 

!7 

21 

^T  More 

I 

I 

0 

8 

-  22 

.John  .More 

2 

2 

0 

7 

23 

Mr  Houghton 

I 

1 

3 

24 

Mr  \Vilson 

i  ^ 

3 

0 

II 

25 

Jo  Wbitcombe 

i  2 

2 

0 

7 

26 

Mr  vVheeier 

1 

i  ^ 

4 

0 

19  . 

27 

:sir  Fuirbauk 

i  2 

5 

0 

15 

27 

83 

1 1 1 

21 

45B 

[Massachiisc-'as  Archives,  I.XXI,  276.] 


171 1.  At  a  town  meeting  held  Februaiy  5,  some  action 
v/as  taken  favoring  ilie  Ficquisition  by  the  town  of  tire  land 
bonded  by  Tahanlo  in  1701,  and  ninety-eight  of  the  in  - 
habitants signed  tlie  fcdlowing  contract: 

Know  rdl  men,  tliat  we  the  subscribeiS  being  desirous  to  purchase  a 
tract  01  Land  which  'i.jth  on  the  West  side  of  Laacast^ir,  which  Uiids 
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have  formerly  i^con  petitioned  for  to  ti;»v  C:  ueral  Court,  and  wliich  llie 
Inlinbitant?  of  Lanc.i.stc.T  are  still  in  ['ur^uanLe  of  and  their  petition  is  still 
v.'ilii  the  Geiicrai  Court  for  granlii.".';  the  si  rue,  and  considerHole  money 
ha',  ou  bc;n  p  'i  l  to  '.'lerjrpe  Tn'r:-:--;  ;  ^;t!ier  Imlian^  tC'^A'ards  the  pur- 
chasing of  said  lands  tiiouf^h  not  yvt  coiisunialed ,  We,  the  subscribers, 
Jo  hc;reby  bnal  ■iiV:Vi'^]\ and  iyju  hchir  to  pay  each  Oi^e  Ids  eCjUai  share  of 
the  purch-.ioe  of  said  land,  and  all  charge.'?  that  have  or  shall  be  expended 
about  tiie  same,  and  to  ruri  equal  in^zard  of  obtaining"  said  land,  provided 
that  if  said  land  be  obtained,  we  .shaU  each  one  have  an  equal  share  and 
the  sah-I  money  to  be  paid  before  the  5*''  of  Marcli  next,  and  shall  subscribe 
hereto  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  presene  mondi  or  else  lay  no  claim  to. 
said  land, 

Fel).  15,  1714-;  a  coinuiiliee  way  cb.oscn  to  apportion  this 
land,  Ibrt}'  acj-es  of  the  best  ground  being  allotted  to  each 
share. 

L.VNCASti  ER  November  21  and  22,  171 3. 
NVh  .  ri.as  we  the  subscribers  namely  Jonathan  prescott  John  Farnv.-orth. 
and  Sam'-  Jones  are  a  Comity  .-Vppointed  to  vew  a  tract  of  Land  petitioned 
for  by  y"  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  and  to  make  Report  theireof  to  the 
Genaral!  Coiu  t  or  Assemh'l)-  for  tlieire  faia/ner  Consideration,  auid  v/e  have 
Accordir.gly  Ijcen  upon  y'  sjjott  tlie  Days  ai.^ove  Dated  and  proseded  their 
upon  as  foloNNCth. 

Jrnp^  we  began  at  y"  northwest  corne)'  of  the  proper  Bounds  of  Lancas- 
ter pJantaiio]5  and  from  thence  Run  a  Line  upon  a  north  west  poini  or 
neer  theirabouts  along  by  southwest  sides  of  Masapauge  &  unkachevv'ah 
unck  ponds  extending  said  line  three  mihs  iJv  fr<3rn  tlienc  we  made  an 
angle  Runing  neer  upon  a  soutli  west  poynt  Crosing  a  River  caled  y-  North 
River  &  so  Ranging  along  over  Hills  Caled  manosok  Mils  sd  line  being 
about  six  mils  in  length  till  it  meets  with  y'  middle  branch  of  Lancaster 
River  at  or  neer  a  litel  Hill  on  which  y"  Indians  had  marked  a  tree  for  a 
corner  of  said  hand.  Leing  neer  hve  mils  wide  at  the  Southerd  end 
bcuPidcd  partly  by  the  River  &  partly  by  Capt.  Davenports  farm  to  the 
South  vv'est  corner  of  Lancaster  old  bounds  the  land  Included  vdthin  these 
lines  is  Rocky  and  mountinous  and  very  poorly  acomodated  with  rnedow. 

J  O  N  A  r  H  A  N   P  R  K  S  C  O  T  T . 

Samll.  Jones 
John  fi  arnworth - 
In  the  Plouse  of  Representatives  Mar:  20:  i/ii. 

Ordered  that  the  Tiact  of  Land  as  above  Described  be  added  &:  Con- 
firmed to  the  To'vVii  of  Lancaster,  as  part  of  tliat  Township. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  John  BirRHiLL  Speake?- 

"   In  Council,  21,  March,  1711.  Read. 
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in  tlv-  ]iou?e  of  Represent^. t ; vc^;  Oct:  25  :  T712. 

Omered  ihal  the  Vote  of  this  House  above  written  be  Revived  & 
sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

John  Burriix  Sfieaker 

17  i 3     j line  5,  17 13.    In  Council 

Read  and  Ouicrcd  That  the  Tract  of  Land  as  witliin  descri'.jcd 
be  aciJrd  ail']  counrmed  to  thiC  Town  of  Lancaster  as  part  of  tliat  'i'own- 
ship,  nut  prcji!U!c:ing  any  former  Grants. 

Sen!  down  for  concurrance.  IsA.  Addington  Secy. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  8  1713    Read  &  Con  cured. 

John  BuiiiULi,.  Speaker 

j:,iri5S^vchu?cas  Archives,  CXIli,  633.I 

17:  V    7'o  ill-:  FL'n'-c^ble  Ills  iirajlies  Jintices  of  tJic  Couvjy  af  Miudhsex 
Cn-ri'oii^d  ii!  Qua)  ier  ScSiions  at  C/!arleito7Jn  Deccjiibc .      I'y''-  1715. 

Tlicsc  a'.e  to  ao'paalnt  your  Hon'"' that  for  as  much  as  we  understand 
that  the  Toup.c  oi  Lancaster  is  under  Presentment  for  want  of  a  Grammar 
Schooil  &  soniir  ;L  ye  Selectmen  of  said  Towne  arc  Required  to  appeare 
in  order  10  Ans\\"cr  tl"it;reto  we  have  accordin^idy  appointed  Capt.  joslin  & 
Mr  Hool-:er  Osgood  to  LTform  your  l^on"  that  we  having  no  Grand  Jury 
man  liad  no  knou-leclge  of  ye  Presentment  till  svc  were  summoned  to  ans- 
wer, )et  nevertheless  the  To^vne  for  these  several!  months  have  Indeav- 
ored  to  Procure  a  schoolc  uiaster  that  may  benefit  y'  Towne  answer  y'' 
Law,  &  have  agred  with  a  young  Gentleman  Viz:  Mr  Perpoint  of  Rox- 
bur}-  VtL.o  had  now  Probablv  been  acti'ialiy  in  said  service  but  ids  Lidispos- 
ition  of  Bod}-  hinders;  we  would  crave  leave  further  to  acquaint  your 
Hon''"  tii.it  we  are  humbl}'  of  oppinion  that  we  are  scarcely  Liable  to 
Presentment  for  we  have  but  very  Lately  had  y"  number  of  iamilies  y' 
Law  Requires,  &  a  considerable  number  of  them  are  either  single  Persons 
widows  or  poor  families  noways  able  to  Contri^)Ute  to  y'  Charge  nor  \-et 
subsist  vdthoMl  ]s.eliefe,  therefore  Humbly  pray  that  no  line  may  be 
hnposed  uijon  us,  nor  be  as  yet  enjoined  to  be  constantly  provided  with  a 
Grafher  Schooiemaster  but  that  a  writing  schoole  may  answer  till  our 
number  be  Licrcnsed.    hi  behalfe  of  the  Selectmen  of  Lancaster.' 

John  Houghton 

Dated  Lan!  Decemb!      12  17 15  T&wn  Clerk 

17^ -J-  Ch ARLESTOWN    DcC    13  I715 

Capt.  Joslin  &  Mr.  Hooker  Osgood  of  y*  Selectmen  of  Lancaster 
appearing  to  answer  their  prsentment  for  wani;  of  a  grammar  school,  In- 
forndng  the  court  they  h:i\e  agreed  w"^  young  Mr  Pierpont  who  had  been 
with  y'"  acr.u.a!iy  but  is  fallen  under  indis]3osition  of  Body  by  re:-.son  of 
sicLuess  &  expect  him  speedil}",  th.e  court  accept  the  sd  answer  and  are 
eiibtrnsi  ',;)avinp'  lee. 

[Midd:e;:c-x  Court  Rou-ords.j 
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The  law  of  1647  enjoins  that  ^'wliere  any  townt^  shall 
iacreaye  to  y"  iniTTiber  of  too  hiinilies  or  house  hould?  ih<jy 
shall  st^t  lip  a  c^ramer  schoole,  y-  mr  thereof  being  able  to 
instruct  youth  so  farr  as  they  rjiay  be  fited  for  y''  university." 
This  law  was  in  force,  and  the  above  action  of  the  court 
fixes  apj')roximately  the  population  of  Lcincaster  at  this 
date. 

1715.  Notandiim,  August,  4';'  17]  5,  Att  a  Chiucl;  ineeting  art  y'-  hcuse 
of  John  Preoi' ici-,  Captain  I'eter  Jc^'in  Josepii  Wilder  were  cliosr;n  to 
y'  Deacons  office  in  ihe  Church  of  Cbtist  in  Lancaster  &  accepted  of  said 
office. 

[Lancaster  Churcli  Reco;'ds.] 

'  V/liere  not  otherwise  staled,  the  follov/ing  pages  in  the 
town's  records  are  by  the  liand  of  Joseph  W'ilderj  Sen., 
proprietor's  clerk. 

1716.  Monday  Ffbiirary  the  4''"'  1716/17.  att  a  Meeting-  of  the  Pro- 
pratee  of  Lancai-:ter  it  being  there  Stated  Meeting,  and  first  made  Choyce 
of  Jabaz  tlairbank  as  Moderater  for  Said  Meeting  Then  several!  Propozi- 
tions  was  Read  before  the  Town  hrou  into  y'  Selectmen 

I  Towit  the  proposition  of  Nahum  Ward  Desiers  that  the  Iliway  that 
Leyeth  by  his  Hous  may  be  altered  on  y  South  Side  the  brook  &  Lye  a 
little  Higher  &  it  v.-ill  be  upon  as  good  Land  &  as  Neer  to  pass  to  where 
it  now  Lyes  on  Divols  Land 

2.  Josali  White  Desiers  the  Town  would  Grant  Liberty  that  two  gates 
may  be  sett  up  on  the  hiway  through  his  cntervail  according  to  a  former 
order  in  y"  Towj) 

3.  John  Hougliton  Sen^  Desicres  the  Town  would  Let  him  have  the 
entervale  aboue  the  Red  Spring  which  was  formerly  granted  to  Danii 
Gaines  to  make  up  his  entervale  Lett  ihe  said  Houghton  haveing  Pur^ 
chased  said  Gaines  Second  devition  entervale  Lott  &  Cannot  hud  where 
it  was  Laicd  out :  or  if  he  Cannot  have  sade  entervale  Then  that  the  Town 
would  Grant  him  some  other  land  in  Lew  there  off 

4.  Then  Jonathan  Houghton  desiers  the  tov/n  to  Grant  him  Liberty 
to  Cutt  3  or  4  hundered  pine  trees  &  draw  the  Turpentine,  s*^  pines 
desiered  ar  ajoyning  to  Som  Land  of  his  fathers  on  y'  west  side  the  hiv/ay 
that  Leeds  to  Thomas  Wilders. 

.  The  collection  of  turpentine  and  manufacture  of  tar  in 
the  New  Engi^aid  pine  forests  had  become  an  important 
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industry,  and  ihehc  products  an  article  of  export  to  (heat 
.'Briiaiv!.  So  earl •,•  v.s  T703  legislation  was  detuMuded  to 
pvi-vent  the  destriu:tic^u  of  trees  by  those  ej"i{..>ag^*d  in  the 
public  forests  collecting  turpentine. 

5.  Ebenezor  Wilder  dc'iers  the  Town  would  Grant  l>ira  fifty  three 
acres  of  Land,  o;  there  abouts  partly  leyeci  oat  by  him  soposed  to  ho.  but 
a  part  of  what  was  purrhcsod  by  biin  of  John  Addams  ;  or  Ei:%  that  tlie 
Town  would  appoint  son  meet  person  to  state  and  make  bounds  with  him 
as  Ncer  as  rnay  be  acco'-ding  to  vdiat  is  Written  tlic  bounds  beir.^^  sorn  of 
thfini  Lost. 

6  jonatlvar'  ?vloor  dcsiered  tiio  I'ovv-n  would  Grnnt  him  a  Idwny  tlirough 
y'  baud  of  Vyili'"  &  Joseph  SaNV^'e]'  fonnerly  Granted  (.^c  Laied  f^V't  to  bare 
hill  Medows. 

7  the  propozition  of  John  Goss  desiers  the  hiway  tliat  goes  froni  the 
Scar  bridge  to  the  niill  riK\y  go  up  by  the  River  &  so  core  In  to  the  path 
after  it  com  up  the  Hill 

8  a  Chune  was  Made  by  Several.!  Persons  Represented  by  frances 
fuhoni  to  '.vit  as  followcth. 

YV'e  the  subscribers  wliose  Names  are  under  Written 

r):initd  How  upon  the  Right  of  Capt  Her.ry  Carlcy  — 
Jol,t>  riiMiis  upon  the  Righr  of  Caj)t  Henry  Carley  — 

James  Ke^es  iip-'U  tlie  ]\i,L;ht  of   ivoper  — 

J'.-.hn  She rmon  upon  the  Right  of  John  Moor  — 
Benj.uidn  Jxodey  upon  the  Right  of  John  )doughton  — 
David  Ctriuch  on  y"  i\ight  of  Cnpt  C'arky  — ■ 
David  Church  upon  the  Right  of  J£dward  Brech  — 
John  Booker  .upon  y'  Right  of  Robert  Houghton  — 
Simon  Testes  u;3on  the  i'U^iit  of  Steeven  Gates  — 
Isaar  I-pjiit  upon  y'  Right  of  Samuell  l>ennit  — 
Sam^^  Wright  upon      Rigiit  of  Cypran  Sieevens  — 
Fra  Fullam  upon  y-  Bdgi'i  of  George  Adiams  — 
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0 
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0 
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0.j  O  -  - 

0 
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Do  He.  eby  Den'  oid  al'  e\  erv  of  our  Respective  Rights  &  Divisions  of 
in  .v  unio  all  Rights  e:  D;;vit!Ons  of  Lavids  Made  or  to  be  Made  [n  that 
tract  of  Land  J  a^t  Gi  "nted  by  the  Great  Generall  Court  of  the  Province 
of  the  Mat^sachu^et'A  Bay  in  New  England  the  27  of  i\iay  lyi'^,  to  be 
addf-d  oe  Conff;ri ntd  to  y"  "fc-wn  of  Lancaster  as  part  of  that  I'ownsheep 
in  which  Tract  of  Land  u'c  have  >^v:  Clan.ie  our  Just  .Righis  of  property  in 
pro|>ortion  as  b'.dng  ln\-estf:d  with  the  oRig.inal  Rights  in  said  Town  of 
Lancaster  John  Shhr.mon         Sam^"  Wright 

Daxil  How  Fra  Fullam 

John  Barns  Davu)  CfiL'RCH 

James  KrivKS  Bi:n7  Bailv 

Stn;o\  Gates 
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In  iLc  place  they  Csai^k-d  ihe  FroDosition  of  Nahum  Ward  re- 

fer! up;  to  V'  J  i;v,<'y. 

Thirdly  tlicy  Granted  Josiah  WiuiC:  Leberly  to  ^-.ct  up  Gals  in  tlie 
iliway  fcure  }  c;'rs 

fori  hi  y  they  Granted  tlie  j -reposition  of  John  riougbtou  Referint'  to 
Ganes  Enlov\a;I  tiuil  it  lie  alioue  the  Read  Spring  provided  it  be  not  found 
to  be  all  Ready  Laid  out  els  vTiere 

In  y"  5  place  In  answer  to  tlie  Proposition  of  Jonatlsan  Aloor  ibiCv  -Made 
Choyce  of  Left  John  Lloi.ichton  Ensigne  James  Wilder  t\:  Josiahi  Wheeler 
to  be  a  Conirivity  to  \evv  y"'  way  proj)osed  for  b}'  Jonatliari  .Aioor  irorii  fris 
Hons  to  barehill  Medow,  &  pcrtequlerly  through  y"  Land  of  Wihi'" 
Joseph  Sawyers  Land  to  See  if  there  be  need  there  of :  61:  if  needed  to 
Lay  out  y  same     make  a  Report  to  tlie  Tov/n. 

Sixtly  Tliey  Voted  that  Ebenevcr  Wilder  ha\  e  sixty-three  acres  of 
Land  in  full  of  what  was  purchased  l.)y  hirn  of  John  Adams  where  he  hes 
nov/  Laved  it  out  by  Jonas  HouglUon  Juner:  with  alowance  for  a  hie  way 
throutdi  a  |.)art  of  it 

Seaventh'y  they  voted  that  they  vvill  Lay  out  y"  Stated  Comon  on  y' 
west  side  lir:  River  &  appointed  Jonas  Houghton  Ju.  lo  be  the  servaier  & 
that  ii\A\  Wilder  &  Joseph  Wilder  assist  him  therein  &  make  a  Returu  to 
the  ajornment  of  this  Meeting 

Eaigluly  they  voted  that  y'-'  first  I'vlonday  of  March  next  be  the  Meeting 
for  Ch.oosing  of  Tc-v/n  ofhsers, 

Nintlily  tiiey  voted  tr.at  John_  lioughton  Ephriam  Wilder  Jaines  Wilder 
cc  Joseplj  Wilder  should  Treet  with  the  Noninhabi lance  Refering  to  there 
Right 

In  y'  Tentii  place,  There  w^as  a  motion  made  in  sd  Meeting  tliat  y- 
Stated  Goiunvon  &  other  Commons  should  be  divided  :  but  was  left  to 
Gonsederatiorj 

Th.ere  'Aa-^;  aliso  then  a  Return  made  to  the  Town  by  a  Gonirnity  wlio 
sent  lovew)'  Land  of  Edmund  &  Ebenezer  Harris  &  to  se  how  tliere 
bounds  was  fx-^twcne  them  &  the  Stated  Common  o;  Reported  tiais  that  they 
had  )nade  bounds,  from  Ebenezer  bemans  Corner  to  y'  Corner  of  John 
Benit  La}cd  out  to  y'  Jvigld;  of  Mucklode  takeing  in  y"  swamp  lo  tlie 
Harrises  as  it  is  novv  marked  John  Benits  Corner  beirig  a  little  pine  vt'  so 
Runs  to  a  popler  takeing  in  a  Smal  Corner  of  Land  to  Ebenezer  Harris  & 
from  thence  it  Runes  to  a  Red  Oke  at  3"  hivvay  on  y^  west  side  of  tliC 
liiv/ay  vS:  so  to  a  Red  Oke.  one  the  east  side  y"  way  &  so  ruTis  to  a  white 
oke  &  so  to  another  white  oke  &  so  to  Ebenezer  Remans  Corner.  .  Note 
ailso  thnt  y"  line  from  Jonn  l-cnits  Corner  Rnns  straight  to  theould  Corner 
of  Ebenezc)-  kLarrls  L:ind  being  a  pine.  .Said  Re[)ort  was  Excei.tted  by 
the  Town  and  y"  jMeeting  was  ajorned  by  the  Moderater  to  y*"  liftli  day 
of  Marcli  next  following. 
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iM.irf.-h  5  1716/17.  The  pt opjiaters  of  the  Town  of  Lanca^-ter  Meet 
,ii  ;^.c  eih'g  nous  upon  ajourunieni  from  y'"  forth  of  February  &  first 
t.M>k  11. to  thv-ic  Consecieralioji  the  Motion  &  Clan)  Aiide  by  Seavcrali 
•  A-rson--  f-lcy-res-.f  itou  \>\  Cpt  f '-an co«;  I'^nlliirn  upon  y"  4  of  february  last  past 
of  and  in  a  trcjcl  of  Land  i.Hrrcl.ased  i.^y  the  Inhabilarice  of  l,ancaster  of 
George  Dahannata  Ov'  other  Inch  as  o:  since  aded  o:  confer  med  to  Tow  a 
of  Lancaster  by  the  Great  Genera)  Court,  agitated  the  Same  &  Con- 
cluded that  iliey  tov,-it  tlie  propriclcrs  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster  haue  no 
Right  nor  Enterest  in  sd  Land  purchased  of  Lidiens  by  any  former 
Lights  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster  i\;  ahso  further  Conclude  &  agree  that 
tiiev  Vvil!  haue  nothing  to  do  with  said  L,and  in  point  of  devition  upon 
y  Oi^eginall  Rights  of  said  Town.  Bui  Conclude  that  it  be  to  y  Inhaby- 
truice  of  said  Tov, ai  of  Lancaster  wh.o  purchased  y"^'  same,  set  off  as  a  pio- 
p'-iaty  }  -  nrst  tuscby  of  March  1715-16  as  their  proper  Rigiit  &  propriety 
to  order  Divide  ii!:;;:ove  iK"  despose  of  the  same  according  to  there  enter- 
est therein  by  parch:;-  as  y''  Law  ia  {hat  case  hes  made  provition. 

Secondiy  'i  hey  ^Lule  Choyce  of  Mr  John  Houghton  Jabaz  FairhanI: 
to  give  an  answer  to  y'-  Non  Resodance  Refering  to  there  Clanie. 

thirdly  tlic}  Cho-c  jor.-^-.  Houghton  Ju  to  be  a  Servairer  to  Lay  out 
Land  irt      old  I'ovvn  Loiaids 

forth'y  The  Town  Made  Choyce  of  John  Houghton  Natlianii  Sawyer 
Jonas  HougiitfUi  &  Joseph  \A'ilder  tcj  be  a  Cornrnitty  to  M.esuer  i^v  find  out 
y'  Lotts  tormeriy  La}ed  out  in  Quasaponaciux  malce  Report  to  y'-  Town 
as  soone  as  may  be 

fifthly  that  y^  Stated  Common  Extend  half  a  Mile  wide  till  y*^  first  or 
loer  line  corn  to  y-  Jxiver 

6  They  Grariied  a  iralf  devision  of  Land  in  the  undevided  Land  in 
Lancaster  to  be  div-ided  by  the  sariie  Rule  as  formerly  6c  tliat  they  begin  to 
Lay  out  tiie  first  of  May  next     not  befoi'e 

7  They  Granied  Eaigh.ty  acres  of  Land  to  John  Houghton  Sr  for 
Serveing  as  Cieri-:  ..V  Makeing  of  Rates,  L\in.g  aboue  y^'  Red  .Spring  if 
found  out  of  y'^  Stated  Common 

8  They  To'vn  Granted  six  acres  of  Land  to  John  Wilder  &  foure  10 
Jan;es  Wilier  for  alowance  for  a  hiewaie  thorough  Land  of  Jolm  Wilder 
from  y^'  Corner  of  his  Landi  till  it  Comes  to  y  Laiu'l  of  Joseph  Wilder  ik 
from  }'  La!":d  of  J(:;Si;ph  Wihlcr  to  y  hieway  tiiat  Comes  iVom  Mariburrow 

Lasth'-  vhc-v  ajv^irned  due  ;Jeeting  to  y^  8  of  aprll  being  the  .Second  Moii- 
day  of  sd  UiOnth. 

17J7.  April  y^' S  171J  on  ajornrnetit  from  y'-  5  of  .March  the  Town 
?vIeeT  at  y-  .Meeting  House  and  tsrst  Jnhn  Goss  Proposed  to  have  y-'  Hi'-vay 
mo\cd  tiiat  Gocih  to  y'-  Mill  the  Town  li-.ade  Choyce  of  John  Wilder  Sr  & 
Kobard  Houghton  to  be  a  Comuriity  to  vew  y«  same  &  make  Report  to  y 
Tov»n 

2    Samuel!  Warner  put  in  a  proposision  to  y  I'own  Requesdng  them 
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to  Grant  n  Hiway  to  I'mi  liiil  in-  fi.^n':  tiic  'i'O'Vn  thereupon  made  Cliosxe 
of  Jonas  I-]oi';f:!it.'.);i  Sr  D-n-id  "Wb.otct.imb  &  Jacob  HoiipLion  v,  he:  a 
commsty  to  v,.- y  r.inic  <^c.  make  report  to  y '  Town  at  thore  n-rxl  >.U-vt:niX. 

3  Tijey  pr':»%v:cdL:il  lo  y  Rcadir.^v  ,-;-,,[,  [,.,,^,0^  y,-  t  .^vd  cd 
Edward  Fhelns  Simon  Steex'cns  c^'  Josei;h  Sa^vyei  &  Josej)li  Huiclnj'iS: 
James  At  her  ton  Ju  objected  a.-'.^iust  sd  Hiitehinse.5  Land,  Laylnp;  .son.i 
Clamc  t];ei-e  to 

4  Thr  C-miiiy,  to  wit  ]-:phriani  Wilder  Jonas  Houghton  Joseph 
Wilder  i-re-v^iif'  a  plat  of  y-  Stated  Common  to  y  Town  which,  they  were 
ordered  to  Measuer  Lycing  on  y'  wt-st  side  y-  River ;  the  town  after  so;n 
descors  Gave  order  that      same  ConSilty  ATca=.uer  y-  Stated  Cornu'on  on 

Neck  side  y^'  River  (X;  then  ajoi ned  y'"  Mectine;  to  that  day  foiirtnite 
being  y'^  ?2  of  sd  Month  at  8  of     Clock  in  y"  IMornipg. 

A.pri!  y'  ?2\h  17 1 7  The  Town  iVIeet  on  Ajornment  iVom  y''  S  of  sd 
?vIont!i  i  Upr»n  y  Report  of  a.  Committy  sent  to  \Tnv  y''  Way  to  Fres- 
cotts  Mill  towit  upon  y'  p'roiposifion  of  John  Goss  &  y"  Town  Voted  that 
said  Hi  way  be  n>o\-ed  ..^  lie  b-y  River — Fro  video  said  way  be  kepi  four 
Rods  Wide  f  'oni  y-  Scar  bridge  till  it  com  to  y"  Hill  from  \"  top  of  y"  River 
bank:  and  ;.ift(:r  it  amount  said  Kill  to  I  -  e  vviicre  ii  shall  be  most  Conven- 
iant  to  y-  T'own  tiil  it  Corn  to  sd  Afiii  sd  Goss  to  Cleer  said  Rode  when 
tliat  Co  IT!  m  i  11  y  shall  stake  it  out. 

The  scar  i-iiidi^c  and  the  rotul  crossing  it  were  disused 
more  titan  one  hundred  years  a^i>"o.  The  highway  came 
down  the  id  1.1  not  far  from  the  scar  known  as  Emerson's 
Jjank.  aiul  over  a  bi-idg;e  a  U^^x  rods  dowit  the  river  from 
the  present  rtortheni  end  of  l"]igii  street  in  Clinton. 

2.  y'  'i  own  voted  tiiat  y  Hiway  lo  Wliasiiacora  be  four  Rods  Wade 

3.  The  To^^■n  Gave  leve  tleit  Samuel  Rugg  bk">\-e  his  Land  Ixeeorded 
tiiat  was  fb'anted  to  His  Fatlier  as  it  was  i>a)ed  out  Ijy  Capt  Wilder 

4.  W  'i'evvn  X'oLed  that  no  f.:;nd  be  laid  oea  from  Fin  hil!  Medow  to 
barehin  bc^de  with  out  an  alowance  in  it  for  a  hiway  of  foure  Rods  wide 
where  it  is  Id  ei}  to  be  wanted 

5.  The}'  \h:aed  that  y"'  hfth  devision  be  not  entered  upon  t'll  y-  first  of 
SepTeml)er  rtext 

6.  ih::y  voted  that  y*^  Town  Fook=  shouhi  hG  searched  to  see  what 
persons  have  Layed  out  thci\:  fuii  Right  v^c  who  have  not  &  no  person  to 
lay  out  any  more  Land  till  iw  lua^v  up.der  the  hands  of  such  as  shall  be 
Cliosen  :  wliat  his  orejonali  Righi  is  y  how  nmcli  he  hath  f.^icd  oui  ^ 
iiow  much  he  h.atli  to  laye  oiu  0:  t'len  nnuie  Cliowe  of  b"hn  blougLiton  -S-' 
v\:  James  Wilder  to  search  ;^;^id  Town  iiooks  v!^:  Gi\-e  fnrtli  a  Counts;  to 
Ik  payed  Ivy  sur!,  as  ianox-ee  them 
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7    The \-  e.ssepted  y'  Return  of  y*  Coinniity  who  was  sent  to  Lay  out  y- 

S  They  Voted  thai  all  those  I'ci  soe.s  who  have  Layed  out  Land  in  y 
Stated  Coii"!in''D  should  hould  y'  ^anie  as  it  is  Laved  out. 

9  lliey  voted  (hat  the  Staled  Con)inon  be  divided  according  to  th^e 
Literest 

10  They  voted  ihat  no  person  Cut  any  timber  on  y^  Staled  Coannon 
othervv'ise  rhc-n  under  y-  like  penalty  as  by  Law  provided  for  Cutir.g  on 
other  mens  Laud  lili  it  be  Layed  out. 

1 71 7.  CtiarlestovvN  April  30  i7i7. 

Lanca-jter  Selectmen  are  al'o'ved  to  enter  theire  Caution  agst  one  Rob- 
ert Hues  bein'i  an  Inlrabitant  of  th^ar  Town  having  by  their  Lavvfuii  Officer 
warned  him  to  Depart  theire  lenvn  as  per  theire  Caution  allov/ed  on  file. 

[Middlesex  Court  Rccoids.] 

To  iheHon'^bleJiisticcs.  .  .   ,  Marc/i  je  J^^-^'  syiG'-^. 

I^Iay  !l  Piease  your  ]-lon'%  that  whereas  the  selectmen  of  tlie  Towue 
of  Lancaster  Did  in  Deceiuber  last  past  by  an  Oi.der  to  josiah  Wfiite  Coe- 
stabL.  Warne  ]\.obh^ert  Hues  to  depnrt  out  of  y'  Bounds  or  Limits  c-f 
said  Lancaster  &  accordingly  said  Constable  on  T''  of  said  December 
did  vvaviie  said  Robbert  Hues  fortlnvith  to  Leave  said  Tov/ne  &  also  made 
Returne  ef  his  so  doing  to  y"  selcctn)en  &  they  also  Did  notifie  your  Flon'" 
Dcsiiiug  that  an  ejitry  thereof  might  be  made:  that  so  the  Tovvnc  miglit 
not  be  Lyabhe  to  be  at  y"  Charge  for  Ids  maintenance  in  case  he  sluahd 
corne  to  s\:\nt  Pveliefc.  but  understanding  said  notification  was  aot  ac- 
ce[)ted,  because  not  signed  by  the  constable,  wee  liave  herewith  presented 
to  yo'.tr  Horr-^  y'  sd  selectmeris  order  to  said  Constable  with  his  Return 
upon  it  signed  by  him,  Humbly  Requesting  it  may  be  Received  &  Entered 
&  said  Towne  of  Lancaster  s<;cured  from  being  Chargeable  with  y'^  main- 
"tenance  of  saict  flues,  we  a])prehendin.g  tliat  our  former  notification  was 
agreeable  v.itli  y'  Law, 

John  Hoi/ghton  \ 

J^x.MES  VVjlder      \  Sdccivica 

Joseph  VvTlder  ) 

Dated  Lancaster  ALarch  S  1716/17. 

1717  August.  ....  and  aliso  we  present  y"  towai  of  Lancaster  for 
neglecting  to  repair  y"^  great  bridge  in  sd  town  neer  y'-  meeting  house  .  . 

[Middlesex  Couri  Files.] 

Tusday  august  29'''  1717,  In  a  meeting  of  y^'  Propriaters  of  Lan- 
caster warned  l»y  a  Warrant  from  Justice  Tlmmas  How  Esep  first  Made 
Choice  of  Johtj  iiougiiton  Sr  for  a  Moderater  »S:  then  Suspended  the  tortii 
devision  tiil  the  next  february  inectiug : 


l82 


Lanciist(?r  Februavy  the  3  lyij/iS  ait  the  Stated  Meeting  for  propriatie, 
Made  Cbov.c  o!  Capt  Peter  Jf-slin  fnr  a  Moderator  tor  Said  AJectiugJ  & 
tlir;n  lve'..e\ed  in  Sum  Prop- •. '-it Ion-;  towi^  Ib-.M  tl\e  [xropozition  Ot  lli-.-  kc/- 
erend  Mr  jr  hn  Preniicr  K^. :  i ibv  i';v;pi-iiie  to  aripohit  soi!^  nn  ot 
persons  to  Suite  tlie  boiuids  betv.  i\t  the  land,  hj.s  FIous  now  Stands  upon 
&  the  L-i;;d  Called  the  Mincsleedall  Land 

Reverend  John  Prenlicp^  June  i,  170S,  had  purchased 
of  Samuel  Prescott,  the  iu^rv)rtunat.e  man  who  by  accident 
killed  the  Reverend  Andrew  Gardiicr./' all  his  hoiiseing. 
Lands  and  meadows."'  I'tie  deed  includes  ''one  nriland 
house  ].vOt.t  by  estimation  Twenty  acres  more  or  less  lying 
on  the  "West  side  of  the  River  on  the  North  side  of  the 
Lotl  of  ■"i'nomas  Sawyer,  bounded  soutli  by  said  vSawyer's 
Lott :  North  &  West  by  the  highway/'  This  was  the 
■"Rve  Field f  so  called,  of  the  hrst  John  Fresco tu  and 
somewhere  near  the  easternmost  end  of  it  stood  Samuel 
P]-escoLt's  h.ouse.  In  1S41  or  1842  a  large  and  undoubt- 
edly aricient  Itouse,  known  as  the  Atherton  mansion, 
was  licre  torn  down  b)'  Deacon  Charles  Hurnphrev,  and 
the  preserji  hou^e  erected  upon  its  site.  That  old  housCj 
which  Dr.  Israel  Atliertcn  possessed  tlirougli  his  marriage 
with,  the  v,idow  of  Dr.  Stanton  Prentice,  mav  have  been, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  the  house  of  Reverend  John  Prentice 
above  alluded  to.  Hie  'tninislerial  laud  included  the 
ground <  to  the  norih  recently  purchased  b}'^  Eugene  V.  Pw. 
Thayer. 

2  the  Harrises  Requested  the  To'.vn  would  throw  up  the  Hiv;ay 
tbiouidt  therii  J^and  from  tlie  other  Hiway  to  butlers  feeld 

3  Da  nil  Freest  Iveqiiested  tiie  Town  would  Give  him  one  acre  of  Land 
by  his  Barn. 

4  S'^meeli  Carter  Requested  the  Town  would  Grant  a  Comitty  to  vew 
the  Hiway  ihiough  plumtrees  &  Stake  it  out 

5  Caieb  Sawyer  Jabaz  nairbank  Requested  that  the  Tosvn  "would 
grant  them  lib^.^i  tie  \o  set  a  tence  upon  the  towns  Land  to  fence  in  iliere 
?vItdov\-  w'vich  iyeth  upon  tlie  iiorth  branch  of  bare  hill  brook 

6  Johii  I're^.eolt  Requests  the  town  would  Grant  a  hiway  from  his 
I^md  alt  the  Slabbin  to  !ns  uu  dow  Called  })rescoLs  ?vlcdow 

And  I    in  answer  t^)  the  prupozition  of  y^'  Revered  Mr  Prentice  tlic 
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I'oiVtors  m. 1.0.9  Choyce  of  Johv-  Wilder  Si  Jonas  l-fou.c;atou  Sr  &  Jamea 
\Vi!--jv.r  to  l»c     Cerrtrnitte  to  vcu'  6:  Strike  said  boujuls. 

2  ill  answer  to  the  projx^i-ition  c-f  Ednnuiu  i^c  El.ienezcr  Harris  Hie 
Town  voted  10  j-r-'e  said  ri arrives  iIh;  Miw-ay  propes-.-d  for  provide. I  llie 
said  Harrises  Clcer  the  ovdd  beriiig  fecld  &  Keep  it  well  subdued  five 
3  ears 

3  ihcy  Granted  the  propoziiion  of  danil  rrcest : 

4  the  town  in  answer  to  the  propozition  of  Sarnuell  Carter  then  made 
Choyce  of  John  Houghton  Esq  John  V/iider  Sr  &  Jabaz  ftVdrbauk  to  be  a 
Conii nitty  to  stake  the  hiow^y  i)-! rough  .phamtrees  entervail  as  necr  where 
it  w;i5  first  Eayed  out  as  th.ey  can.  by  the  best  Enformation  they  can  Gitt 

5  the  town  Granted  the  propozition  of  Caleb  Sawyer  &  jaba/.  fairbunk 
&  Gave  them  liberty  to  set  there  fence  upon  the  towns  Land  for  tiie  feucc- 
ing  trie  re  Medows. 

6  The  tow!^,  Granted  a  hie  way  in  answer  to  the  propozition.  of  John 
Prescolt  ffO'u  hi-v  Land  to  the  loor  end  of  the  inedow  Called  preescots 
meedow  ncer  v.  here  tlie  path  now  ■::oe:-  u,  witt  the  partli  called  the  <h:;'way 

7  \'i)u:i  liic  Report  of  a  C^.);-;} ui' l: v  eer;l  to  vew  the  Land  in  p-e,,;  i::  -e. 
Reporting  tliat  they  can  tind.  but  fifteen  acres  of  Ivatervaili  Left  for  Jabaz 
fairbank  the  town  voted  that  y'"  said  'Jabaz  fairbanks  should  hauc  thirty 
acres  of  Land  te  make  up  said  entervail  v. here  he  shall  find  it  in  Land  not 
yet  Layed  out 

8  they  voted  that  the  forth  devision  be  sospended  till  the  ajornnrcnt 
of  thih  juceting  and  then  the  Moderator  ajorned  the  Meeting  to  the  17  day 
of  february  Currant. 

iMonday  Ir'ebruary  the  17  :  1717 /iS  the  town  meet  att  the  meeting  house 
and  ajorned  the  meeting  to  the  Last  wensday  of  March  next  coming  at  8 
of  the  Clock  in  the  Moj'niag  vS:  also  defered  the  forth  devi.iion  till  then  : 
&  also  warnerl  a  town  meeting  to  be  on  the  i  rnoiiday  of  sd  mrch  for  the 
Choyce  of  town  offisers 

The  follo\vin<^  records  are  in  the  hand  of  John  I loiigh- 
lon,  Esq.,  town  clerk. 

Monday  y*  10*''  of  March  1717/18  The  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  Met 
at  the  Meeting  house  in  order  to  Consider  about  Building  y'-'  Neck  Bridge 
by  Night  pasture  :  &  tirst  chose  John  Houghton  Sen:  Moderator  for  sd 
Meeting  &  then  Dl'.>cour5ed  aliout  y^  .Demenssions  of  sd  Bridge:  i^l'  con- 
cluded it  should  have  5  Tru^sebis,  cK:  to  be  a  foot  Higher  than  bei'c rre,  to 
make  good  buttnients  :  &  to  be  13  foot  wide  between  y''  posts  which  are  to 
be  of  som^'d  oak  ie  so  CajjS  and  biraces  :  and  to  brace  into  y"  Posts  above 
y-  caps  Do'.vn  into  )C'  Muclsells  which  are  to  be  40  foot  Long  ^^c  to  cn-er 
sd  Bridge  with  good  Idaak  or  Logs,  as  they  which  Build  it  shall  count 
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best,  A  voted  to  j-.ive  35  pounrL^  to  tl-em  that  should  build  it,  a<;cording  to. 
sd  DeiiicnsinMs  m;),-  hnile  \vh..-u  r.  s'l.di  be  Raised,  i\:  the  other  liuliV  -vlien 
it  is  ;n-ish^b  •  -UiCi  dieu  Cj>._v.,_:  .  v:/ ;  joiia  l  bjw;b.O)!;  be/r"  b  :b,ih 

White  iN::  )amcs  Wildei  :  I0  LcU  O'O  <d  Uridi:  ^  i*  (o  be  iini-^h,>b  j ;  -u- 
before  the  hrst  D?y  of  ."ugu-i  A'  tl)e  Town  to  help  to  Ibos  it  A; 
nexily  chose  Sainueil  LeuuivL  Sei;  to  be  of  y'-  Co 'nit  tie  in  ste?d  o!  job  a 
Wilder  Sen-. 

1718.  \Vcdn;:.day  y''  26  of  .Mareli  r/iS  the  Tov-'n  met  at  y-'  Meeting- 
house upon  ajou!  araent' of  theire  Late  ffebruary  PvieeLing  ;  Cap!  Josiia 
being  Moderator:  &  first  some  Lands  of  joha  bJoughrons  &  Jabez  tiair- 
banks  were  Read  ;  and  also  some  Lauds  Laid  ou(  In  I3enjamin  Bellows  to 
y-  Right  of  Ste-iheQ  Gates:  but  Simon  Gates  Made  some  objciions 
against  that  Laid  out  by  ikhows  being  loo  aeres  niostl}'  beyond  caiinoo 
brook  all  being  tl"iird  Dii,-is5io;i : 

Next  the  alk/'vance  foi  y-  1  ugh  way  through  Ouassajjonikin  Intervall 
was  Read  d:  voted  (as  follov/eth)  that  they  should  liave  two  aeres  for 
one  allowed  tl'sem  and  so  pi-opijrtioiiable  (to  such  of  then;  .is  ha\'e  li.id  no 
allowance  already)  &  Libc-ty  to  Lay  it  out  either  in  y"  Stated  Com  on  or 
other  undivided  Land  as  they  please  &  ihcn  some  other  Lan.d  was  Read  : 
vi?  :  severity  one  acres  for  Carters  ;  one  acre  &  quarter  for  eiias  ^-^avvyer  ; 
5  acres  ec  halie  for  James  Snow  ;  and  nine  acre  &  halfe  to  James  bviiicr- 
ton  :  &  seventy  fcjur  acres  to  Nnih  1  bipgood  ;  all  third  Divi^sirm.  i  hcn 
gave  ihe  Con:!mii tie  appointed  ;d."j-a.  y  Highway  at  }"■■  Llumtrees  ;  power 
to  La,y  or  Stale  y-  said  Highway  where  it  ma}-  be  -M<3Si  Convenient  tov  all 
Concerned.  S:  nextly  appointed  james  Wilder  Josiah  Widte  &  Johri 
Houghton  a  Conindttie  to  J...av  oat  y  Highway  from  ponikin  Interxali 
to  Whites  Pond  &  to  mens  1-and  in  tluit  part  of  y"  Towne  :  d  the  way  froni 
poiiikiii  Brook  Uov»'n  to  Cun~:bery  l"nter\'als  &  medows  ;  cc  then  added  John 
Houghton  Sen""  to  James  Wild,er  ^b  Jonas  Lloughton  Sen'  ;  to  state  y-  line 
betwixt  Mr  Prentices  Land  viv  y  n1ini^_,trey  L,and  ;  &  then  adjourned  sd 
flebruary  .Meotiug  untill  y'  second  Wednesday  in  May  next  at  10  of  y  Clock 
in  y"  forenoon  then  fm  tlier  to  Consider  of,  give  oppertuidty  for  Reading 
of  more  Lands  hi  order  to  RecoriJ, ;  &  for  what  is  necessary  A:-  proper  to 
be  done.  Al-^o  ispon  sd  Wednesday  y' 26  of  sd  march  1718:  y' f-'roprie- 
tors  in  y^  Stateci  Commion  in  y'"  old  Townshi])  uf  Lancaster  Met  at  y^' 
Meeting  house:  upon  Due  warning  given  in  order  to  Chuse  a  Clcik  lor 
said  Propriet}-:  to  Consider  &  agree  of  a  Method  for  y"  Ldviding  of  sd 
Conmion :  as  set  forth  in  said  warning  v\:  other  altairs  therein  Mentioned  : 

after  some  LJiscourse  Proceecied  to  y'  choice  of  a  Moderator  Joiin 
Hotigbton  Sea';  &  then  accordingly  Chose  Joseph  Wilder  Clerk  of 
sd  Proprietors  in  said  Propriety:  v.'b  because  thei'e  was  Severail  Proprietors 
Missing  the  sd  meeting  w;is  Adjourned  til!  y"  second  Wednesday  in  May 
Next;  which  woidd  be  y'  14  day  of  said  Montir  ik  to  meet  at  12  of  y*^ 
Clock. 
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W'odnevljy  the  14  of  Max  1718  the  Town  met.  at  y''  Meetinghoiisc 
Mcrordiny  to  :iv !]( ,Mi  rni;;jt  of  thoiie  Aitrcting  of  y  26  of  A  lurch  Last 

;\.  .ll.^<)  _y <ici:(:'! ;i (.4"    .irhiii;;  ■.''■/v-i-        Choie^-  oi  a  Tlc'iiiX'scnuuiv  v', 

.V  (;i;.-vM  lo'/d  ;  i oil- ii;;-';-!  li''  ,^ ''iCiiM-iir.!-  for  sd'  meclin;..:;,  nexily 
Chosc  J  oh  if  riou,crhlon  J  a'  Rtprtstaiiative  to  serve  for  tlie  yeare  ensuing; : 
Pf'vih-  voied  to  h"V2  Air  Sa-vk-it  Stow  for  a  Schoolmaster  for  5'*  yeare 
ensnin;;,  beginia,;;  the  iirst  D.tv  of  ;..y  Curs  ant  &  to  allow  him  40  pound 
for  yeare  :  or  proportionable  far  what  time  he  shaii  Serve :  &  to  Raise 
the  same  by  the  Next  Invoice,  &  then  voted  that  y*  J-:  pound  Granted  or 
allowed  for  Ivailding  y"  Neck  bridge  lic  Raised  by  y*"  Inst  Invoice  :  &  then 
o-ranted  a  Towvt.  Rate  of  7  ..  12  ..  o  for  Delrayir.g  of  Towne  charges,  Vi/.: 
^  pounds  for  y'  Repiesentative  John  Houghton  Ju-  &  twenty  five  shillings 
for  edmund  Marress  for  svreeping  the  n-).eetinghouse,  &  12  shillings  to  Alr 
Osgood  for  going  after  a  scholniaster  &.  for  paymejit  of  the  Assessors 
c^i:  then  Granted  a  highway  Rate  of  20  pounds. 

Wednesday  y'  20*^'  cf  August  171S:  The  Jnhal-itants  of  Lancaster 
rnet  at  y"  Aleeii,iig]"ioa..-;';.'  upon  Dae  warni.n.g  Given,  In  order  to  gi\'e  in  an 
Invoice  of  I'olls  &  estates  for  y"  Province  Tax  &  other  The  /Vssesments 
arising  in  sd  Town  for  y'  yeare  ei'.-:,v:ing :  &  Accordingly  then  The  Select- 
men took  Accou.at  of  v/hai  thoy  could  obtain:  &  ^d'ter^varas  av.aating  ^cnt 
by  Air  Prentice  to  be  Comunicated  to  y'  Towne  was  Read  in  wliich  after 
his  Desiring  the  Towne  to  Consider  ids  Present  Circuinslances  &  what 
Need  he  was  in  of  some  help  b\-  the  Towne  he  F.equested  that  some 
Addition  Might  be  Made  to  his  Sallerey :  &  after  Considerable  Discourse 
about  it :  it  was  thought  it  might  be  better  to  appoint  a  Aleeting  purposly 
for  to  Consider  of  it:  Sc.'ia  y"  Aleantime  to  Request  a  ContrilAition  tor  his 
present  FLeliefe  :  &  accordingly  appointed  or  Desired  Jol'in  Houghton  Sen'' 
to  acquaint  3-'  Congregation  of  it  tlie  next  Sabaotli  Day  :  to  Desire  such 
as  were  v,illing  to  do  it  that  Day  fourtnight;  &  then  appointed  tliat  Day 
Month  to  be  a  Aleeting  for  th.e  Consideration  of  sd  Sah'ery  &  accordingly 
thcii  y'  Towne  met  at  y^  meetinghouse  (i;eing  Legrdii  warned  thereto) 
first  Chose  John  Houghton  Sen''  AloDerator  for  sd  moeting:  &  after  souae 
Discourse  Relating  to  y'  pmisses  the  Tov/ne  seemed  reclined  to  make 
some  Addition  to  sd.  Sallery  &  sonu.e  expressed  theire  thoughts  what  sum 
to  Add  thereto,  &  after  some  Tryall  by  vote,  &  not  effecting  y^'  rnat!:er,  it 
was  voted  whether  the  Town  would  add  tifteen  pounds  &  so  make  y'  sd 
Salicry  83  pounds  a  yeare  which  v.as  voted  in  y"  afiirmitive  upon  y°  Con- 
sideration that  Bills  of  Creditt  were  of  so  Low  a  value  ;  &  to  Contircue  to 
be  paid  Anualb,-  till  such  time  as  the  Creditt  of  then)  was  better:  or  some 
oiiior  Metliod  of  trafti'que  betwixt  man  v'^^  man  foundi  out  that  might  be 
naore  Reasonable  in  equity  to  Remidy  that  Inconvenience  :  as  tlie  Town 
may  Consid.er  &  Conclud  thereof. 
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Then  IblUnv  records  in  tlie  haiul  of  Joseph  W'ilder,  pro- 
prietors' clerk. 

Mav  the  v/iS  the  proprietors  beli]<^  meet  att  the  rnectint^hoirs  in 
Lanca^etcr  Crq/i  iVances  fuUani  Jvi-quested  :sd  jiroprielors  thai  tiiey  v,-(~>i;l(J 
appoint  y  Comitlic  to  acconi pa liim  to  se  his  Ch--  me  of  200  a ci  es  of 
Land  at  ^Vha:^]iacol^l  iiill  which  iie  pva'chascd  of  joi-jji  addames  Ov;  was 
Confernaed  to  t^eorge  I's:  frauces  add;in!s  by  the  Geaerall  Court  the  tf)wn 
in  answer  to  sd  Request  voted  thai  [ohaa  rioughton  Sr  Capt  peier  Jostia 
Capt  Ephi  \'v  iider  En=.ii,!;ne  James  Wilder  &  Josepfi  Wilder  be  a  Comitric 
to  troct  with  sd  Capt  luilam  in  tlie  towns  behalf  &  to  see  the  Laud  Clanied 
&  to  do  wh.at  tlity  apprehend  to  be  jN.esonabie  i^c  josi  be  tween  him  cl:  us 
the  sd  proi)riato!s  of  Lancaster:  &  then  ajorned  the  meeting  to  the  next 
moiuing  to  eaiglU  of  the  Cloock  ,  . 

In  167.:  "  Aa  i  v.-.:s  gn.i'-.teU  loo  acres  of  land  by  the  General  Court,  de- 
51;.'  ibod  lis  "  lyin,;  iv  Wcsin-tniii;  tjPic  the  soinb  side  of  that  pond."  The  town  had  a  bo 
given  Geoigc  jolin  .\<!an;5  in  tvch-ciri.LV'  for  11  twenty  acre  iot  on  George  liiii  claimed 
by  thcin,  60  acre?  near  " Was!Kicou:ue  t.Tea,i  iiekl." 

May  ii'ie  15  th.c  proprietors  of  Lancaster  being  meet  Conclude  &  agree 
that  those  persons  who  h:i\ e  Laved  out  there  third  devision  in  the  Stated 
Common  or  any  part  ihc/e  of  luive  liberiie  to  Lay  out  ttun-e  Stated  Com- 
mon in  undcvided  Land  ^S.:  to  Lay  3  acres  for  one  tliey  arp'iting  the  Stated 
Comr'on  of  the  tifUr  devision  it  being  a  devision  granted  upon  the  Stated 
Comon 

2  they  agree  to  C'huse  a  Coniittie  to  make  :m  Equallity  as  to  quanliiie 
&  quallitie  to  every  pruprieOor  accr^rdiiig  to  his  jlight,  who  shall  make  his 
Choyce  in  the  Slated  Conmion  where  he  will  layejt 

3  tliat  the  Rule  for  the  Standard  be  Justice  Houghtons  lott  Compared 
in  its  own  Ouallitie  to  geathcr 

4  they  Conclude  that  every  four  pound  of  tov/n  Right  draw  one  acre 
according  to  that  Standard 

5  they  Conclude  that  all  persons  who  have  a  desier  to  Lay  out  tivere 
ht'tli  devisioi-i  in  uiidovided  huiil  haue  a  libertie  so  to  do  iS:  to  Lay  out  three 
acres  for  one  e'c  to  find  it  them  selves  iX:  to  Lay  it  out'  by  the  Comon  Ser- 
vaiers  as  former  devisions 

6  they  CoriCiude  that  if  any  two  or  more  persons  shall  applie  tlvem- 
selves  to  the  Comittie  for  Servaiers  for  one  pece  of  Land  then  it  shall  be 
desided  i>y  a  lott  who  shall  ifijoy  ii  '5c  the  otlier  to  make  a  new  Choyce 

7  tlity  Conckided  to  Cliuse  three  men  for  a  Cofnitt}-  and  then"  made 
Choyce  of  Jolrn  Eoughton  S'  Capt  i'eter  joslin  iV:  Hooker  Osgood  to  be 
the  Cornmitty 

8  the}  Concluderl  to  Leve  six  acres  of  Land  for  a  training  tceld  by  the 
Hiway  below  Thomas  Sawyers  door  to  be  Laycd  out  by  the  Commiity  for 
tliat  vse 
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9  ihey  ConcUuleu  Giv-  Joseph  Wilder  3  acres  of  Land  in  ilie  Sialed 
Commnn  at!  \  '  \V:iiin'.i  Ssvanip  to  Ly  to  f'Cther  \\-it!i  ilvj  ]\cst  of  his  v'.;\  is- 

sd  Co'Vii-nwn  wJdch  t!iey  t;ive  hiui  k:ve  to  La)"  there,  He  ;.Mvchr^  {])c 
i'M  _,d  i!y  ihi'L'  ..C!e>  ihe  Lew  iLcie  of  by  the  li'way  iice'-  jiistice 
Honghloiis  ii'ara  to  Ly  Cofnoa  for  a  tiaijiing  feeid. 

10  they  Conchad  that  Iv.Ir  John  Prentice  liauc  ten  acres  in  the  Stated 
Conii'iioii  La\ed  oui  to  h\vn  whore  he  shall  chuse  the  same  before  an)  other 
}K-r.sori  begin 

11  the  Coachid  th.at  the  Conimitty  begin  to  Lay. out  the  stated  Con\- 
)iu;n  ;he  next  Akmday ;  Lasdy  that  tlie  fortli  devision  be  defered  tii!  the 
fne^i  of  Ocktober  next  and  then  to  begin  ail  the  perticulers  aboue  sd  ware 
voted  desti/ictb;  &  caried  in  ilie  afferinitive. 

joliii  Hoi{.y;htoii,  Senior,  was  Town  Clerk  in  i/iS-iy, 
hv~t  tUc  iolIowiLig  nicord  is  in  ilie  hand-writing  of  bis  son, 
Jonathnn. 

rdoiiday  y' :r  of  march,  1718/19.  the  Inhabitants  of  Jvancaster  meet 
at  y'  nicetitig  lioiise,  according  to  apoiniment  in  order  to  Choose  Town 
cflicers  kx: ;      hrst  chose 

I  Ca]):  iaair.dm  "\V iider  niodeiater  for  said  meeting,  ^  thou  next  a 
warran;  'Ae:,  Mea-'l  far  Ciioice  of  a  Grandjuror,  &  accordingly  y'  Town 
%vas  warned  p  5. am'!  Wiilard  Constable  to  Choose  one, 

?.  iho.w  y'  Town  preceded  to  y'  Clioice.  $■:  Chose  John  White  the  per- 
son to  serve  on  3"  Grandiury  for  y'  year  etisuing. 

3  the  Tonn  proceded  to  y"  Choice  of  Selectmen,  &  Chose  John 
Houghton  Sr.  Cap'  J'eter  Joslin  Josiah  White  Jonas  Houghton  Juu'  .X' 
Joseph  Wilder  Sek:elnien  for  y"  year  ensuing 

4  tlie  'J^o'vvn  Choose  Johj)  Houghton.  Sen.  Town  Cierl:,  tlicn  voted 
10  <■  hoose  assessors 

5  voted  &  cho^e  John  Keys  Joserdi  Wilder  &  Jacob  Houghtcii  Asses- 
sors for  3  •  year  ensuing. 

6  the  Town  voted  &  chose  Daniel  Rngg  Jonathan  Houghton  &  f  le/.e- 
hiah  U'betcouLb  ConstapVs  for  y'  year  ensuing,  &  then  y-  Laws  enjoined 
to  be  Read  were  Read  in  said  meeting 

in  1712  it  v-as  ctuictcd  that  "  the  la'vs  agair.st  drunkenness  propliancness  and  oihcr 
ie-,>!".raiifie3  ....  be  solemrsly  read  by  the  tov/n  cledc  in  each  town  at  their  anniver- 
?ai y  ■.•}W[\  sncepng  in  Mareb." 

7  Tiie  Town  voted  &  chose  Servaires  of  Highways,  nanaely  George 
Gh/ier  Jocathan  More  Jonathan  Sawyer  &  Oliver  Wilder. 

8  The  Town  Cho^e  Jau'es  Wilder  Town  ttea-->urer. 

9  the  Town  Cbo.^e  Josiali  W'hile  ^S:  Samuel  Warner  Ty thing  men 

ro    The  Town  Chose  Bezalecll  Sawyer  i^c  'i'homas  Carter  fence  vcwers 
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11  t!:>.  '.r...-vvii  Chose  T-T-.>.;ker  Os-^ood  J  nr.  J  oh  a  iliiuls  Juar' Dai-icI 
Kougiiici;      jo'-i  (tOS^:  !  la^vy.:!■J;:. 

12  til.:  f        CliUM.-.  TiiCiiMs  Ca«tcr  SeaUcr  M  Loaihcr. 

1'.  t':...  !'  '.'ir>-v  jo:;.'  '^;.;:ylo.oM  J  M 1 1 '  a  - .OK'  then  n-ircling 
was  acljorned  io  y"  second  Wechjc.-day  ot  may  next  at  thre  of  y"  Clock 'in 
y"  aftc-r  Lor.^o 

Next  follow  records  by  Joseph  Wilder,  clerk  of  pro- 
prietors. 

MoioV'y  I'  c-o  uary  y"  ?.  1 7 1  ?^ / ! 9.  Tke  Town  or  Propriators  thereof 
met!  at.  t'ne  Mcctin/.^  Mous  being  Warned  there  to  by  a  Warrant  irora  Jus- 
tice Moughion  Esq-  for  the  Continuance  of  February  Meeting  for  the 
Reeding';  of  Lands  the  Grand ng  of  iliwaics  and  the  Confennlng  the  same 
it  being  the  Inst  Ahjnda)  of  J-eabruary  being  the  Anual  Meeting  h.n-  the 
ends  biifore  Mensoned  and  first  made  Chc-yce  of  Joseph  W ildc;-  for  a 
;\jodera':-...r  of  said  Meeting :  and  then  Red  som  Lands  in  ord>  r  to  be 

J  'j  h--y  ■  oted  that  all  a  fairs  or  things  that  Consern  Propriatie  lljat 
anv  pcr.-  ou  or  persons  shall  dewier  to  liaue  traiisacled  att  the  anuL;  1;  cbary 
Meeting  or  any  ajomrnenl  there  of  shall  be  scsoaablyly  brought  in  to  the 
PropiiaroTs  Clerk  who  shall  po..t  the  same  in  a  Notirication  in  Son^  i'nb- 
lick  place  fjurtccn  daycs  all  Icest  befijre  said  meeting  or  any  aiornment 
there  of 

4  1  hey  \oted  to  Chuse  a  Cornmitty  to  vew  such  Hiv/ayes  as  was  then 
prop'  'sed  for  -K;  to  stake  out  such  as  should  be  thought  Needful!  to  make 
R.eijort  to  tlic  proj:>ri;ity  of  tlicre  doings  thei-ein  att  y"  ajornment  of  this 
Meeting:  towit  a  fliway  proposed  for  by  Johoph  Wilder  att  y'  Walnot 
Swamp  b\  fd^cne/.et  Wilder  &  Thomas  Carter  art  Jonson  .Mei.Iovv  by 
Jeremiah  Wilson  att  ICoad  ^b:dow  hill,  by  David  Whitcomib  ^:  othci s 
i'{<:,m  Wad;iq>;adock  I.h-ock  lo  tlic  Day  Rood  lK:  from  Jo.hn  Wh(ilccniil:)S  to 
Jonas  Ho'.:g!:tona  and  tliat  they  also  vew  and  state  y'  bounds  belwi.xt  the 
Land  which  jo^.ph  Wilder  fiought  of  George  Gla/ier  and  y"  Swan  Swamp 
Roode 

5  They  made  Choyce  of  Nathanil  Sawyer  Ensign  Jolm  White  iK: 
Ebene.cer  Vvdlder  to  be  a  Comitty  for  y'  en.ds  afore.'^aid  :  and  ak-,o  to  stake 
out  the  Mway  frorii  tlie  Roily  Mill  to  Justice  Houghtons  feeid.  There 
was  then  I  ;:ft  to  Consivlcration  a  pro[;osilion  of  Ehas  Saw^.'cr  Refering  to 
socn  E):;er\ aii  n.i.r.v  In  his  }.)o-esion  winch  was  purchased  of  Capt  Txcrh' 
thery  bt'i".'  n.j  Kccoard  to  be  found  of  it  he  Requests  that  it  may  be 
Reconed  it  is  bounded  in  said  deed  of  Kerlics  and  also  the  proposion 
of  Jon.is  Ih.'Ughton  for  a  Recompeuce  for  nu.->oriiig  of  the  Stated  Com- 
mons ^1:  ;h  '  >e  asisleft  him  aiid  then  the  meeting  was  ajorned  to  y"  second 
Wednsday  of  Mxy  next  at  Laighl  of  y'  Clock. 
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rjiq.  The  co]>ye  of  y'  notirir-,i;;on  Lancaster  April  y"  29  1719  To 
ilic  f'roDrieiors  of  Lancarster  Conformable  to  your  Staled  Rule  for  y"  Gov- 
ovnin^;  i:-f  your  Meetings  tlicse  are  to  h-ifonn  yoa  that  besides  vrhat  was 
Icfi  hji  v>>ur  Con:>:cki.iL;oa  to  y  ajornuicnt  o*'  ;'our  Last  Aleeun^  to  the 
thirteenth  of  May  next  at  8  of  y'  Clock  Caleb  Saw\  er  proposes  for  a  hiway 
du'oiiiii!  the  La  lid  of  Dan  11  IIiu:->uii  cv:  John  Lrce^t  to  his  Medow :  It  is 
id>o  desiered  by  several]  that  tiie  owners  of  y''  Walnot  Swamp  lott  be 
indented  with  that  the  Hiway  whirl!  Lyeth  by  the  north  enter  vail  mny 
cross  the  sd  Lou  into  y'  new  hieway  marked  out  by  the  Committ}'  v/hich 
Croseth  tlie  River  neer  sd  Lott 

Joseph  Wilder  Chrl: 

iViay  tlie  13  17TQ  The  Propriaters  being  niett  upon  ajornment  h-oni 
tiie  second  of  Feb.  &  hrst  voted  that  tlie  Land  v.hich  L}eth  free  in  the 
Swan  S'.varnp  &.  is  not  yet  Layed  oiU  be  Stated  &  Staked  out  for  a  Hiway. 
PS  neer  rhe  Kxlent  of  the  Bredth  Proscribed  in  the  Town  Book  for  y'' 
Same  as  raa\'  hz 

2  \  i  I  (i  .  J  C  hi'^^  +hrti  n  Ci.  .  .  a  Con  .  ^  tt*  to  kike  it  out  and  then 
!  nde  lk  ^  \  \  Hon  ht  r  j  .q"- Ca,  t  Lph  1^1^^  V/ikje'r  vk  Mr  Joseph 
\/hi       t     1  ;      C  ^'nn  es  to  .m  df'  it  '"iut 

'i  t  T  )a  Co  ^al('  c '  ihe  ]:)'op<  sail  of  Jonas  Houghton 
a*-;*'         [  .1  ^    e  nm  ^'^'i  1       [>  n  di\  toi  nc-oring  the  y''  Stated 

C"  "1  ^  u  1  V  h^  PS  ^ted  i.nn  thi^e  siidlu  g-  per  day:  the  vrliole 
c  iol;  o  >  '/i  1  Je  foui  sixdlu  2-^  vctcd  i>  p  i\  div:;m  in  Land  all  four 
shiiiings  i>e;  ac'"c 

J.  '1  hf;}-  I'.ei  eved  the  Report  of  th.e  Comn-ntty  appointed  to  vevv'  som 
1  '  i'r=  (1  >  ,  )  -d  f  ,1  tu  '-tci'e  the  boimi'-  betwe  n  the  Land  of  Joseph. 
\\)kUi.v'''  S\  i!i  Swami)  I  c>  1  lad  m-.*  e  \  ^  ^  J  tliere  Reuirn  of  a 
Hiway  from  .\!oi-da.coy  to  \\  akapaket  brook  Ac  Confermed  it  for  a 
ht  'vav  as  tt  i-  h^d  o  ,t  e  s-~"ptii  g  ni  the  Land  <  f  J  ones  Wdder  d:  he  to 
ir^ii.  hu/.  .te  it  ji  b>.,  Ln  1  u  adv-^i^n^ge  io  xiv^^  2  d  eiore  nortinvard  :  tiie 
idjpoii  oi  tl)e  Lomnnity  v.-as  as  tiolioweth. 

Tusdp.y  A  "rii  the  25  We  began  at  the  Swan  swamp  and  Ran  a 
straigiir  line  from  tlie  end  of  lilazers  Dich  to  a  white  oke  Stump  below 
berijamiu  Belhrws  Hous  n--hich  Vvc  accounted  to  be  the  Corner  and  Slaked 
OMt  the  Same.  And  then  Proseeded  to  vew  tlie  Hiway  through  the  Stated 
Coinmon  to  Vfakapakit  Brook,  and  we  Judge  it  mosr  Conveniant  that  it 
Kuri  from  t!ie  Lntervai}!  up  !)y  the  lott  of  Joseph  Wilder  t'n-ough  d^e  Land 
of  William  Divoil  Edward  Hart  will  Ebenezer  &  Edmand  Harrises  til!  it 
Com';  10  the  C'orncr  of  Josc'di  Winders  Land  that  he  purchased  of  Jabaz 
lairbank  ^:  then  Kunmg  Kou nd  sd  Corner  of  Joseph  Wilder  through  the 
Land  of  joim  Warner  d;  then  Croses  a  Corner  of  Joseph  Wuders  Land 
to  the  L.Mid  of  Janms  Wikler  &  through  tiiat  to  tim  Land  of  josiah 
Whrck-r  A:  through  10  the  Lanr;  of  Josiah  Wdmel^r  to  the  side  of  Gaieses 
1-uul  ec.  so  'diri.aa'dn  a  pe<:e  of  Common  Land  to  ikellowses  Corner  being 
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Ills  Wi  sj  Cnviu'\  i\:  i'.-om  the;! CO  Knn  clown  ).>el\v^^{  Lnri.i  01  [u-..ice 
]iou:M:to;is  (.  'i.n..]  -v  I  he  Lci.nd  of  John  jiairis  Crossing  a  liule  Corner  of  sd 
Houghlon:;  Land  to  Vv  acapacit  Brook : 

EbENEZER  \VU-DE7i 

a  true  Copy  of  sd  Iveport  Entered  by  ine. 

JoSKPiT  \Viv  iu:;R  C/cr/j 
Lastiv  ihey  voted  [hat  the  Comnntty  afo''es'^  determine  how  ranch  every 
man  is  dainniiicd  Ijy  said  KIway  Rur.in.g  tlirougii  there  Land  S:  what  Rec- 
onnjence  they  sVnili  haue  per  aere  for  wh=at  is  taken  from  them  and  such 
persons  to  have  liberly  lo  Lay  it  out  such  alowance  in  undevided  Land  so 
siM^n  a;->  it  ia  lAro^vn  as  Land  in  other  de\asion  are  Layed  out  and  then  the 
Met  ting  was  desolx'ed  :    tlie  Return  of  a  h-iway 

Lancaster  rnay  ti^e  15  i'/ig  we  John  Wilder  Jonas  Moughion  &  Jacob 
Honghloa  being  C!iosc;n  and  appointed  a  Commity  to  Lay  out  the  waies 
h'orn  ene  J-hnadevou  tree  to  the  medows  dov/n  that  brook  as  also  up  th,e 
Brook  to  John  Sawyeis  and  fromi  therice  to  niedows  at  tr.e  north  east 
Currscr  of  tiie  'I'own  as  ii  is  now  slaked  out  wee  iiaue  accordingly  done 
t!";  :;  same  and  for  v.  lait  Laiid  v/e  haue  taken  of  .sd  Sav/yet  s  Jioni  place  v;e 
hiue  alo'sved  liim  two  acres  of  Land  on  thie  west  side  tlie  Bi'ook  below  y" 
hous  provided  he  hrre  Room  for  a  Convenient  hiway  between  [sd  Lrnd] 
and  the  hill  one  west  side. 

Jonas  Houghton    Jacob  HouGtixoN    this  Return  was 
exsepted  and  Conferined 

The  A'c/ultzvous  t>cc  was  in  Harvard. 

A  COPY  OF  THE  NOTH^ICATION. 

To  the  Proprieters  of  Laticaster  tliese  may  informe  you  that  the  t'idngs 
to  be  Considered  att  }  our  next  meeting  upon  tfie  fn-st  of  hkdjruary  next  are 
th'C  Propo/.ition  of  Johua  Atlierton  and  Joseph  Hrdchins  for  a  hivaay  to 
brook  medow  and  tiie  nicdows  ajasant  tliereto  ahso  the  said  Atherton 
Requests  that  y"  Si^corid  devision  entervaill  and  Conveniancy  beior)ging  to 
tlie  estate  of  his  father  ar.d  also  the  second  devision  Land  of  Wiiliani 
Lewes  now  in  'nis  posession  may  be  put  upon  Record  tliere  being  nori  as 
yet  to  be  lound  of  tliem  the  propozition  also  of  IClias  Sa\v\-er  for  the 
like  for  tluu  y'  Conveniancy  which  his  falher  purchesfd  of  Capt  Kerley 
may  be  Recorded  according  to  the  tenure  of  said  deed  January  the  15 
1719/20  Joseph  VvTlder  Clerk 

Laxcastj  R  February  the  ist  1719/20  att  a  meeting,  of  the  pro'^rieters 
first  niade  Cho}'ce  oi  Jcd^a/C  iiairbank  for  a  iModerator  and  tlien  in  the  first 
place  Granted  a  hiway  to  brook  medow  &  the  miedows  ajaeant  in  answer 
to  the  propo/.itioi!  of  Joshua  Atherton  &  Joseph  Fhitchins  t''>wiL  to  pinhd! 
and  lo  a  mtdow  of  aaron  Willard  and  a  medow  called  j)oIlopo<:l  and  down 
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{he  west  side  of  brook  n;c'!'.\>-  liii  M  rou'i  to  the  Land  of  John  '\'iliurd  and 
Uicn  made  Chojxe  of  Ca:.>L  WdMcr  d:  \7b;te  and  Joseph  Wilder  lO  be 
a  Coinn-iitty  to  Lay  it  out  Ihre  Rods  in  wedtli  and  make  Report  to  the 

2  They  Granted  the  Pj-oijozilion  of  Joshua  Atherton  Reil-riiU';  to  His 
F.nlcrv.-dll  and  the  Land  th.it  \va.s  William  Loweses 

■[  [v.]-  Rccevcd  and.  Exscpted  the  Return  of  a  Hi  way  att  y-  barehill 
Aicd..)Vvs  of  a  Coniniiity  to  vviti  John  Wilder  Jonas  Houghton  ^  Jacob 
I  lougi^.ion  wliich  was  as  followetji  Lroicasicr  May  tiie  ]  5'''  1719  we 
John  WiK:ier  Jonas  Honi^hton  &  Jacob  lioughion  being  chosen  a  Com- 
niift\'  \r,  Lav-  ouf  waie  ;  froir.  y"  R3ndc\'0  tree  to  the  Medows  do\\'n  that 
l>rook  as  also  up  the  Brook  to  John  Sawyers  a.nd  from  thence  to  y'  med- 
ows att  v'  North  East  Corner  of  the  Town  as  it  is  now  staked  out  and 
marked,  Wee  have  accordir.e;i\  don  y'  same :  and  for  wLat  Land  wo  haiie 
i;d<en  f»T.n'  John  Sawyer  alt  his  Hons  place  for  y*  beniht  of  sd  iJiv/ay  we 
haue  J!.'?-  ■■:  \  to  him  two  acres  of  Land  o!!  the  west  side  y'  i;r..)ok  below 
his  house  prori  h'd  he  Levc  Room  for  a  Cou.veninnt  H iway  between  said 
Land  and  th.c  Hid  on  the  west  side  of  the  same.       Jonas  1  hjuGHTON 

Jacob  HuraarroN 

this  Return  was  Exsepted  and  Confcrmed  by  a  vote,  and  tlien  y'  meet- 
ing was  rtjorned  to  y'  second  Monday  of  Ivfarch  next : 

Joseph  Wii.dfr  cVev/.- 

A  COLY  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION. 

To  the  Proprielcrs  of  La n caste'  these  arc  to  notifie  you  of  what  may 
be  laied  before  you  att  the  ajornmeiit  of  of  your  February  rvleeiiiig  upon 
the  second  Monda\-  of  March  next  att  eaigiit  of  the  Cioock,  towitt  the 
l^roijozi'ion.  of  Hool-:er  Osgood  for  a  liiv.ay  i/utwixt  the  Lott  of  Justice 
Houj:;]-:ton  which  was  Hctchsons  and  his  own  aod  so  in  to  y'  wodx-  and  for 
nlowauce  (or  v;hal  he  has  \>aaiLight  in  said  way  and  also  fc*r  a  small  sHp  of 
Land  by  the  mincstetria!!  medow  upon  Certain  Conditions  as  may  be  then 
offered:  also  tlie  Propo/iiion  of  Josiaii  Wdiite  for  a  Record  of  the  Hoas 
Loit  whJch  lie  noU'  lives  up<;>n  and  also  Several!  other  peces  of  Land  laved 
out  to  Ids  Graridfathcr  Jolin  White  vrhich  there  can  be  no  Record  found 
of:  and  th.at  he  may  haue  libertie  to  make  a  new  Record  of  a  pece  of  Land 
ait  the  bare  Hill  according  to  a  piatt  Irately  taken  of  it:  tlie  old  Record 
being  so  dark  th.at  it  is  not  so  Intellegablc  a?  he  desiers  Ebenezer  Wilder 
aLa.  for  the  tenp  .und  Due  to  ham  from  the  Town  that  Lie  will  take  it  in 
Land  if  the  iVuprietie  se  naeet:  also  the  propozition  of  Josiah  Wheeler 
that  a  liiwa}"  tlu'ough  y'  Laral  of  Sumner  and  d"o\\nsend  miglit  haue  the 
rnarivS  Rersewed  Tov,  nsend  also  desiers  tliat  the  hiway  may  be  remoued 
in  his  Lajid  for  his  better  Conveniancy  ;  also  that  the  hiway  betwixt  the 
Just'^es  feeld  arid  the  Rooty  hill  might  be  marked  out  and  bored  so  as 
aiigiu  be  most  Con/eniant  Lastly  the  propozityon  of  Jonas  lioughton 
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thul  he  mijhi  h.-uic  a  liftie  strip  of  Ivockev  Coalmen.  Land  Iyiii,e;  upon  "^''nns 
hill  for  v.-hal  i.s  <)ue  to  him  for  nine  daies  work  alt  a  Bridge  over  y'  r.orth 
Ri\'er: 

Lancastj-r  February  the  27  1719/20  JosEfTi  Wilder  Clerk 

"  Vans  I'  i.  e.,  Van^hans  Hill,  is  in  the  north  part  of  Bolton. 

1720,  A  Memorial  of  William  Tailer  Esq.  in  Behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  lay  out  two  Towns  to  the  Westward  of  Groion,  Shewiii*; 
that  th.e  Committee  in  Surveying  the  Land  appointed  for  the  Town  of 
Lancaster  of  a  Grant  of  Land  made  by  the  General  Assembly  to  the  .said 
Town,  The  Cominiitec  appointed  to  sur\ey  it  stating  the  Course  left  it  to 
be  run  hx  the  said  Tovvn,  and  the  said  I'own  }"u.nning  tine  same  upon  a 
Point  of  the  Compass  different  to  what  the  said  Committee  had  deter- 
miiied  and  tliat  the  said  return  is  confirmed  by  the  General  Court :  That 
trier'.-bj'  a  Graut  of  I_and  mad  to  the  Tov/n  of  Wcburn,  &•  anotlier  to  the 
Town  of  Dorchester  are  y)ushed  into  the  Elan  designed  for  one  of  tiiese 
new  Towns.  Which  will  prove  prejudicial  to  the  whole  Province  as  well 
as  to  the  said  intended  new  Towns  if  not  ren)edied. 

Boston  July  21  1720.    Signed  By  order  of  the  Committtec  WT  Tailer. 

In  the  f louse  of  Representatives  July  22  1720.  This  IIou.se  having 
Inforrn^ition  that  Jonatrian  Prescot  Samuel  Jones  cv  John  Farnsvvorth  a 
Cominiitee  formerly  impioved  by  this  court,  to  view  a  Tract  of  Land  pe- 
titioned for  b}'  the  Town  of  Lancaster  &  make  Return,  &  who  did  report 
the  Bounds  for  a  Tract  of  Land  but  only  assigned  the  Foinis  of  the  Com- 
pass, v/bereby  to  mark  them  out  w'''''  the  said  Town  of  Lancaster  have 
since  done  but  have  not  duly  followed  the  Directions  of  said  Committees 
Report : 

Ordered  that  Cpt.  Peter  Rice,  Cpt.  Jonas  Prescot,  &  Mr  William  Ward 
be  a  Committee,  to  run  &  mark  out  the  Lines  &  Bounds,  of  that  Late 
Grant  to  Lanc.istei,  i^iirsviant  to  the  directions  in  the  Report  of  the  said 
Conrtnittcc,  and  make  R.eport  of  their  Doings  to  this  Court  the  next  Ses- 
sions. The  surveyors  a?id  Chainmen  which  they  shall  improve  to  be  under 
oath.  The  charge  of  the  Connnittee  &  Survey  to  be  born  as  shall  be  di- 
rected b)'  this  court.    L/  Council  read  &  concurred. 

Consented  to.  Samll  Shute 

[Massachusetts  Record;--,] 

Whereas  v,'e  the  Subscribers  being  a  Coilnttee  ordered  h;y  the  Mon''^'' 
Court  at  their  Sessio'!,  began  July  13  1720  to  run  the  line  and  mark  the 
bounds  of  the  late  GraUit  to  Lankaster  : — Pursuant  to  the  directions  in  the 
report  iriade  by  a  Cofuiitie  formerly  sent  forth  by  this  Court  to  vew  the 
afores''  tjack  of  land 

1/20  Sc!)"  13.  Pursu.ant  to  Vv'hich  order  v,'e  proceeded  as  viz:  Imp?  we 
began  at  a  heap  of  siones,  shewn  us  to  be  the  N,  West  Corner  by 
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s  :\u\:\-<'j:r  o'd  bouncls,  the'.^cc  runing  a  line  three  liiiles  giving  the.  allow- 
:.  -  of  al.-otTle  one  rod  in  iliirly,  for  Sv/agg  01  cMninc  &:  uneven  ground, 
•  ,  ;  ;;  N  Wcst  pOiHt  according  vo  ?  true  merio!i.t;i,      the  end  ot"  v/'-' ;',•}) 
;  I tn'o  hundr-'d       tldriy  r<>ds  from  ihc  I-'k bcwalui'ck  }'ond, 

.,;.Mk''ii  r-f  in  ;i;'  >vcs''  CoT'iii,      iciK);  I  ;is  p:i:-.s;ng  along  uy. 

, i  the  tiul  jf  t'i-  tlircc  miles  N^^e  vn^cW:  an  an^Ie  riming  aline 
(si';  mile^  c\:  a  hundred  rods  w^-'  the  allov/ance  as  afores'^)  S.  West  crosing 
liiv  Xorih  )-ivcr  -5c  over  some  of  iJie  rnonosek  hills  uniill  v.'e  met  w^'^'  the 
n.i<!dle  branche  of  Nashaway  river:  thence  niakiiig  the  land  five  miles, 
two  hundred  and  eighty  rods  wide,  and  where  without  the  tree  spolcen  of 
in  ihe  report  (so  marked  bv  the  Indians  for  a  S.  \\'est  cor;:ier)  aboute  three 
heu  'rcd  rod:w  Thus  finding  a  disa;:;reeiuent  between  the  lines  and  points 
:dven  and  things  mentionef!  as  bounds  in  y"'  report  of  y'  afores''  Comillee 
f-T  in  runinj';  the  two  lines  mentioned  vv"e  came  not  riear  y''  pond  &  other 
l/ou nds.  b'lt  leaving  out  the  qeantity  of  a  Thousand  live  hundred  &  twenty 
ihrt e  acre?,  and  likewise  ta':en  in  at  the  S.  West  corner  two  thousand 
eere  ;  w'-''  I ,pi  kaster  neen  elai:ei  not.  Likewise  considering  where  that  re- 
e.,;;  ?p;;ek-.  of  but  two  lines.  He  that  runs  by  the  bounds  inn:--t  of 
sftsdiv  ned:e  four  or  live  lines  all  w"-'  things  makes  thes  bounds  &  y' 
points  with  their  length  of  lines  impossible  to  reconcile.  And  being 
(hrected  in  our  crd"  to  have  regard  to  y"  lines  oe  bounds  mentioned  in  y* 
.itores''  Comittees  report :  We  tlieretore  make  our  report  as  above  n^ien- 
uo;Kd  l::.o;  =  ng  it  to  this  Hon'''' Court  to  deternane  as  they  in  their  wis- 
dumc  See  cause. 

Remaining  in  Subndssion.  , 

>  Co>nitt€e 

WiLLIAAT   W^ARD  ) 

[Massachusetts  Arcliives,  cxill,  649-50.J 

A  Petition  ol  the  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  and  Proprietors  of  Lands 
ren  liescd  of  George  Tahanto  an  Lidian  Sagganiore  &c :  Sliewing,  tliat 
V  l;.r- as  t'ic  General  Court  didt  in  the  year  1713  make  a  Grant  and  Confir- 
ine.'.iua  (A  the  said  Lands  to  th.em  as  it  v.'as  set  forth  and  described  in  the 
)^e;>o^l  ot  a  Committee  sent  by  the  Court  to  View  and  Lay  oat  tiie  Same, 
Tie.i.  ii!  the  yeae  1720  A  vote  was  pass'^  for  altering  the  Bounds  of  tiic 
S  lid  Land.  In  which  \''ote  it  is  asserted  That  the  people  of  Lancaster  did 
not  birly  and  Truedy,  represent  their  Fiounds  and  the  Lines  of  their  old 
T;j.vii-:hip,  They  arc  ready  to  prove  by  the  aiiidavits  of  Two  of  the  said 
C'-er.rsittee  (vdiich  consisted  of  but  three  persons)  That  tiieir  Lines  v,-ere 
trueiy  and  failht'ully  run,  and  th.erekne  praying  that  this  Court  would  Con- 
t^rrn  to  them  1  he  Grant  of  the  sd  Land  as  made  in  the  year  1713. 

In  the  House  of  Fepre?entati\es  Jan  15*^^  173T. 
NVhereas  this  Great  and  General  Court  did  at  a  Session  held  at  Boston 
Wit  29''-  of  May  1713  pursuant  to  a  Report  of  Cpt  Jonathan  Prescott 
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Messrs  Samnel  Jones  S:.  Johu  Farnsworlb  ^.onTuJltee  appoiniefi  by  tlicir 
order,  that:  a  cor'.ain  Tract  of  Ln.m]  s!iov](l  L<  nddcd  and  (..'onrnr.ed  To 
the  Town  of  Lancaster,  jv-l  of  ih,ii  Tov/nsliip,  not  i-^  i  •  aay 
former  Gnii'-ts.  '1  he  afcovsc/id.  Tract  of  Land  bcyinidn^-  .-it  V.'-  :<■,  diwest 
Corner  of  the  pi'oper  !;)ound3  of  Lanc  ister  pbnitation  (d'liei^  so  C:i!l'')  and 
from  tbencc  1^  run  a  Line  nnou  a  Nortbv^csl  ixiinl  oi'  n(>ar  tir 'iw^J 'OiUs. 
along  tf.c  se'i.itbwcst  side  of  rnasii.ipoag  c^c  Ujicaclicwaliiuk  pond  extend- 
ing said  Li);c  three  rniles  and  from  ibence  a  Liiic  t  unidng  near  in^on  a 
Sourhwtst  piairtt  Ci'o-'sing  a  River  called  tlic  Nordi  Li'/or  and  so  rar);.dng 
along  over  H ills  Called  Moncsack  Hills  Said  Liiie  being  about  six  miles 
in  Length  till  it  meets  witli  the  nuddle  Branch  of  Lancaster  River  at  or 
near  a  Liide  Hiii  where  ib  a  Tree  mark  -  by  ilie  Indians  for  a  corner  of  die 
sd  Land  being  near  Five  mile-:  wide  at  I'lC  sonthv/ard  and  bounded  partly 
by  the  River  and  partly  l.»y  C])t.  Davenports  Farm  to  the  soulhv.'est  Corner 
of  Lancaster  old  Loniub  ai'id  uJiereas  two  of  that.  Cormnittee  l',.e-;e  been 
lately  upon  the  aforesaid  Tract  of  Land  &  viewed  the  same  and  do  declare 
upon  oath  ib.'t  they  are  no  ways  apprehensive' that  the\'  were  deceived,  or 
Imijosed  np^n  b}'  Lancaster  men  or  misled  in  that  matter  and  they  ^raarked 
a  T\ eo  upon  the  Westerly  side  of  sd  pond  upon  the  Brink  thereof  as  a 
mark  to  the  sd  Lands,  and  that  it  v\'as  their  True  intention  that  the  Land 
at  that  end  shnidd  be  three  iniles  in  Weadth  vdiether  it  sliould  bdl  short 
or  come  beyond  said  mark  It  no  wa\-s  appearing  that  that  Report  was 
Groimded  on  rdisi'epresentation  of  tb.e  Inliabitaiits  or  proprietors  of  Lan- 
caster but  on  the  contiary,  that  thfy  f.drly  sh-- vo-d  the  committee.  The 
Bounds  and  Lines  of  tltcir  old  'J  own/nip  ;  Rc>ob.-ed  That  that  Tract  of 
Land  vddch  w.\s  conftrm.ed  to  the  Town  of  Lancaster  by  tids  Court  anno 
1713  and  dc--;cribcd  in  the  return  signed  by  the  ah:)rcsaid  Jonath'^  Prescott. 
Sarnnel  Jones  c^e  John  Farnswortli  be  and  Remain  to  the  L'i-optietors  of 
Lancaster  and  their  assigns  for  ever  b)'  \'irtue  of  the  aforesaid  GraPit  an}' 
former  act  or  Resolves  of  the  Court  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding. 
La  Council  Read,  Concurr''^ 

Consented  to  SAvd'  Shute 

[Mas3'ic)rasett3  Records.] 

1721  Jejie  21.  In  the  Iiouse  of  Representatives :  Wliereas  by  tlie 
Resolve  of  the  Court  relating  to  some  Lar.ds  feamerly  belonging  to  the 
Tovai  of  Lancaster  but  sinee  taken  into  tlie  New  Township  at  Turkey 
Kills  lying  on  the  Wc'^t  side  of  Groton  and  now  ordered  to  belons?;  to  the 
Tropiietors  of  L-ancaster,  Juan)  persons  that  drew  their  Lots  in  the  tiew 
Town  and  paid  tlicir  money  theret'or  will  he  Great  Suiferers  tor  that  they 
will  fall  v, iiliin  tiie  tract  of  Land,  now  settled  upon  Laiicaster  unless  tins 
Court  make  sou'ic  Reparation. 

Ordered  That  the  former  Committee  tliat  laid  out  the  new  Town  be 
Impowered  to  lay  out  an  Eqadvalent  to  those  persons  whose  lot  fell  wpldn 
that  tract  of  l  and  now  settledl  in  the  Proprietors  of  Lancaster  and  Report 
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th- ir  doings  to  Hiis  Court  at  ihcu'  next  Session,  In  Council  read  asid 
c^^  -  --red  Consented  to  Sam^''^  SiiUXE 

[Ma-sachusetls  Records.] 

i\Jarch  Tlie  14/''  1720  The  Pi'Oj*.  icJy  being  Meet  first  voted  that  Eli  as 
Sawyer  haue  lebertie  to  Lay  out  and  Kuicr  to  tlie  Estate  of  William  Ker- 
]}■  The  Conveniance  bele^ngiiig  Said  Kerlys  estate  in  the  plnce  v.Ttre 
1,'c  now  Clanses  i;  or  elswhcre  not  in[j  en2,iug  upon  former  Ivecords  :  ihis 
was  voted  and  Caried  in  the  aiTerndtive 

2  it  was  put  to  vote  whether  Josiah  White  haue  Lebertie  to  make  a 
Reeord  of  his  Land  at  the  Barehili  according  to  a  plat  then  presented 
taken  by  Jonas  Hougb-ton  Si('\';der  and  w.is  Caried  in  y'^  aiTermitive 

3  it  was  put  to  vote  whether  Josiah  White  haue  Lebertie  to  Record 
his  Hons  Lott  and  Inte!-vail  Lott  acrarding  to  y"  Grant  of  them  and  also 
the  Second  Devisiou  of  Lntervaill  and  upland  where  it  is  now  Cla'.ned  ac- 
cordbig  io  the  Several!  Devision[s]  to  the  Estate  of  John  White  his  Grand- 
fatliei  not  enfrenging  upon  former  Records  and  it  was  Caried  in  the 
afj:ernjiiive 

4  M  hcy  nsadc  Ct'oyce  of  Jabaz  Fairbank  Nathanil  Sawyer  and  Samuell 
Cai'ter  to  be  a  Comniitty  to  vew  a  hiway  proposed  for  by  Hooker  Osgood 
and  a  hiway  up  to  v/acapacit  hill  and  a  hiway  to  Wonksaroxet  Hill  and  if 
they  find  then-i  nesesary  for  the  benifU  of  the  Town  to  mark  them  out  and 
Make  Report  to  The  Propriety  and  also  to  mark  out  a  Hivv-ay  to  Whayi)a- 
com  ail  Redy ;  Granted  of  four  Rods  wide  and  make  a  Returne  here  of 
that  it  DKty  be  put  upon  Record 

5  Tl:ey  Granted  Jonas  Houghton  S''  Six  or  Seaven  acres  of  Land 
upon  the  top  of  Ihe  Southermost  Vans  Hill  for  to  Sattisfie  him  for  nine 
dayes  v/ork  don  at  the  buiding  of  a  Bridge  over  the  North  River  Neer  Mr 
Osgoods 

6  They  voted  that  Left  John  Houghton  En'  Jam.es  Wilder  and  Josiah 
Whcelor  to  l)e  a  Coninii^-ty  to  miukoiit  a  Rode  or  Hiwa\  from  iMarlburow 
Rode  to  four  mile  brook  and  also  to  moue  the  Hiv/ay  b}'  Towsends  if  it 
be  Convenlant  anil  also  from  Ju'stice  Houghtons  to  Wadaquadock ;  and 
then  ajorned  the  meeting  to  y"  18  of  may  next 

May  y'  iS''''  1720  The  Proprieters  being  Meet  att  the  Meeting  Hons 
I  Herd  an  acount  frorn  a  Commit ty  sent  out  to  vew  som  Hiwaies  pt- 
tisoned  for  on  the  west  side  of  the  River  and  voted  to  give  said  Commlty 
Povrei  to  mark  out  said  waies  and  give  the  accounptof  them  to  the  Propri- 
etrs  Clark  tlrit  they  may  be  Rec:orded  and  th.at  lliey  also  take  an  account 
of  whaC  and  how  much  said  waies  Takes  of  fronx  perteculer  mens  Land 
and  v/hat  tliey  shaii  be  alowed  there  for  per  acer  in  undevided  Land  to  be 
Layed  out  to  them  as  other  Eauids  in  the  Town  The  Committy  being  Jab- 
'dz  Fairbank  Nathanil  Sawyer  ^v  Samueil  Carter;  Reserveinga  Saveing  for 
agreved  Persons  to  applye  tliem  Selves  to  the  Propriety  for  Remidy  Said 
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waies  abmie  incnsoncd  to  n.-  1"  f  ih-v  p^rl  three  RoO:-  ■  '  '    -.-id  wider 

where  Ihe  C:omn)ii ty  sh::j!      it  vi;:  'hiJ;  v,j;i:.!i  wa;;  voied  .-Ui'  ■■        .1  iii  the 

7  l'\\(::y  voted  to  send  o  Co;pro:ttv  to  vew  the  Hhvav  proj^OMnded  for 
by  Cp'  josiin  at  tiie  Wahnil  Swainp  and  ti;en  made  Cboycc  of  Jabaz  fair- 
bnak  ^"■I'b-.  -d'  rj- ■ '  ^",--va;c![  Carter  to  be  die  CoiT^nitry  ;      alsr,  ro 

Sl.ik^-.  <.'V  n.  irk;.-  i-..c  u .•  )•  Cided  the  Stieet  along  by  the  NorLh  Iiiter- 
vails 

3  They  voted  tV»at  tht-  slip  of  Land  left  by  die  Cor.Traitly  betvveen  the 
Land  of  Sannsell  Carter  &  Oliver  Wilder  fi-om  the  bed  of  the  Lots  to  the 
hiway  that  j:oes  to  Waeapaeit  should  dy  for  a  hi  way 

Samuell  Carter  and  Idanii  H ng;-y  then  appee-j'ed  before  the  Propriety 
and  Coijseivied  and  a  Greed  that  the  aboue  said  way  Should  Run  down 
betvveen  their  blouse  I^ots  to  the  \vay  Called  the  Street  Takeing  on  Rod  out 
of  each  v.:aus  Land  the  v/ay  to  ba  i-^'o  Rods  v^-ide  &  the  Propriety  accepted 
it  accordingly.  Joseph  Wilder  C/erl: 

Tdiis  Record  iixes  tht  age  of  the  road  that  p•oc.-^  up  the 
hill  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  George  Hill  School-house. 
Sasiiuel  Carter  owned  the  hinds  on  tiie  riorth  side  of  tliis 
highway,  his  hither  SamneL  a  minister  from  Wohtirn, 
ha^drig  parcliased  two  lots  of  Capt.  Henry  Kerle}'  in  i68S. 
He  lived  on  the  site  of,  or  perhaps  in,  the  \'ery  old  house 
:  torn  down  two  or  three  years  ago,  known  as  the  Captain 

Ephraini  Carter  house.  Daniel  .Rugg  lived  nn  the  south 
side  of  tlie  road,  ow'ning  tiie  original  home  lot  of  20  acres 
assigrxed  to  his  father,  John  Ivugg,  in  1654." 

\  A  COPY  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  JANUARY  THE  20^''  1720/21 

I  To  the  Prop'-eters  of  Lancaster    In  observance  of  your  order  and 

i,  Costo'u  :  d'hese  niay  Iivforni  }'oa  that  tiie  Propor-dtion  of  Capt  Josiin  for 

I  the  Renioueval  of  a  hiway  in  Ouasaponacan  :    Da\  id  Whetecnd3  &  John 

Prescott  for  Leberiie  to  Servay  fourty  acres  of  Land  Lying  iri  [\\o  peces 
neer  the  bed  of  Rlgby  Ih-oob  as  neer  as  rna}-  be  where  it  was  formerl}' 
,  Layed  and  that  a  new  Reecord  may  be  made  tb.ereof  the  old  marks  being 

«  most  of  then.)  Lost  and  the  Record  b.eiug  so  rlark  tliat  tiie  boinuls  cannot 

I  be  found  thereby  also  of  Josiah  Willard  and  Joseph  Atlierton  tbaty'  Hiway 

;  to  GrotOMa  may  be  marked  out  and  a  Rode  from  that  to  the  bed  of  Joseph 

j  Athertons  Lett;  and  J.asiah  W^heelor  for  a  Pliway  to  Hog  Sv.amp :  and 

;  John  P)eait  tor  Leberty  to  Set  a  fence  upon  tlie  cast  side  of  the  River  in 

'  Quasaponucan  in  the  Hiv.'ay  upon  the  River  Bank;  and  Josirib.  White  that 
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Ebenezt-r  'S\'!kler  may  be  payed  the  Debt  whk'u  lie  Cicimetli  of  the  Ton^n 
in.  L?jid :  Is  what  is  ofcrcd  to  your  Consideratioa  upon  your  next  aiuial 
meeting  or;  Frbntary  the  sixth  nex  Comijig . 

Joseph  Wilder  CLrk 

1  at  a  meeting  February  the  sixth  T720/21  first  made  Choyce  of  Jdbaz 
flairbanks.  .\iodcrator  of  Said  Meeting 

2  They  Granted  the  Request  of  Capt  Peter  Joslin  Refering  to  a 
hiwny  in  Ouas?ponacan  in  the  Remoueal  of  it  from  the  medow  side  to 
where  it  might  be  moor  Conveniant 

3  they  so  far  granted  the  -Propozition  of  David  Whetcomb  and  John 
Prescott  that  if  there  bounds  Cannot  be  found  they  may  Lay  out  said 
fourty  acres  as  neer  v\Tere  it  v  is  before  as  may  be  &  make  a  new  Record 
of  it;  i;  being  Ri-ad  before  the  proprete  as  other  Lands 

4  Vpon  the  p-opozitiou  of  josiah  Wilder  and  Joseph  atherton  They 
made  Ch.oyce  of  Capt  Eplniarn  Wilder  Josiah  W'liite  and  Joseph  Wilder 
to  marke  out  said  waies  as  frir  as  to  y"  Town  line 

5  The  Pj-opozition  of  Josiah  Wheelor  was  Read  but  he  not  appeaering 
it  wa-.  dcfcrc<^ 

6  The  I'ropozition  of  John  ]^>en!t  was  voted  be  pased  in  the  negative 

7  upon  the  Propozition  of  josiah  Wliite  to  pay  Ebenezer  Wilder  in 
Land:  Jabaz  Ihirbank  entered  his  desent ;  and  then  y®  Question  was  put 
whether  the  Proprit:t)  will  grant  Ebenezer  Wilder  Seventy  thre  acres  &  a 
half  of  Land  for  Said  Debt  wliich  he  Clameth  as  due  to  his  father  for 
work  don  for-  the  Town  iii  hiieshing  a  Minesters  Hons  :  being  fourteen 
pounds  fouritcii  shillings  &  thi-eepence  :  and  it  was  Caried  in  y°  Efei  niitive. 
2  it  was  put  Vv'hether  he  shall  haue  ic  Laved  in  t\vo  or  in  tlu'ee  peces ; 
and  the  \'ote  Caried  in  the  Afft;rmiti\'e  for  two  peces 

8  they  Rceeved  a  Report  of  a  Committy  to  wit  of  Left  John  Hou.gh- 
ton  and  Josiah  Wheelor  viz  : 

Here  a  blur.k  v.as  l-'fl  for  the  record,  which  was  never  set  down. 

Lastly  tlury  ajorncd  the  Meenng  to  the  first  Munday  in  March  next 
Comir;g  ar.d  iVom  thence  to  y''  Eight  of  Said  Month  and  from  that  to  the 
24  of  ?day  in  ivai  A  Copy  of  wh.at  was  further  brought  in  to  said  meet- 
ing upon  die  ajorarnent  To  the  pj-oprietors  of  Lancaster  These  to  Give 
Notice  th.it  Jaraes  Keyes  and  Jeremiah.  Hoinidn  proposs  for  a  Convenant 
lliway  to  where  tliey  lave  J;nnes  Wilder  for  the  Exchange  of  a  small 
slip  of  I, and  for  soni  moor  Converiiatit  for  a  hiway  Thomas  Wilder  foi'  the 
lvemou;i]l  of  tlie  iiiv;-tv  th.ii.t  is  betwixt  his  hous  and  iha  hous  of  Tl'Knnas 
Tookers  suni  wliat  neerer  the  River,  Henry  Will;u-d  for  a  Piivray  to  tiie 
Plant  trees  may  the  4  1721. 

Joseph  WTlder  Clark  of  tJie  Propriety 
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The  following  record  is  in  the  hand  of  Jonathan  Hongh- 
ton 5  son  of  the  Town  Clerk  : 

\Vcdriv;ni!ay  y"  22 d  of  Marcli  ly 20/21,  Vv:  Tov.-n  rocet  at,  y*  meeting 
House  accord] n,c^  to  due  warning  given  in  order  to  choose  Select  men,  a 
Town  Clerk,  &  to  chose  Assessors  if  y°  Tou'ji  see  cause,  it  appering  that 
some  persons  voted  in  y*  fonner  meeting  that  were  not  duly  Ouallified  to 
vote,  &  also  to  consider  &  act  what  may  be  necesary  to  be  done  about 
Svvine  going  at  Large. 

1  .  the  Town  voted  &  Chose  John  Houghton  Sr  moderator. 

2  the  Town  voted  to  Chose  five  Selectmen,  &  accordingly  Chose  John 
Houghton  Sr  Jabez  fairbank  Josiaii  White  Capt  Ephraim  Wilder  &  Ensign 
James  Wilder  Selectmen  for  y*-year  ensuing. 

3  the  Tow'n  Chose  John  Houghton  Sr  Town  Clerk 

4  the  Town  voted  to  Choose  Assessors,  &  accordingly  Chose  James 
Wilder  Jolni  White  &  John  Houghton  Jun  Assessors  for     year  ensuing. 

.    May  tJie  24""  1721  upon  ajornnsent  h-oni  the  8  of  I\Larch  Last  past 

1  In  answer  to  the  Propozition  of  James  Wilder  The  Propriely  Grant 
him  Leberty  to  Record  a  small  i^lip  of  Land  which  lie  hath  alre^idy  La}-cd 
out  arid  Red  before  The  Propritey  ^v}\ic]^  Lyeth  in  y"  Swan  Svv'amp  upon 
the  Consideration  that  lie  Lay  doAvn  the  like  Quantity  to  Enlarge  tiie 
Biway  tliat  Runes  through  the  lied  of  his  Interval]  Lott  neer  y"  River  as 
be  UiOst  accomaciable  for  the  Hiwa\'  this  was  put  to  vote  and  Caried  in  the 
Efferniitive 

2  \"pon  the  Revivall  of  Josiah  Whcelors  propozition  they  Granted  a 
Conunitty  to  vew  and  Lay  out  a  Hisvay  to  Hog  Ssvarop  if  they  think  fit 
and  Convenian  and  mak  Report  to  the  Propriety  at  suni  other  meeting  the 
Persons  cliosen  v/ere  Cpt  Ephriam  Wilder  Jolni  AA'ildcr  and  Josiah  White 

3  They  also  voted  that  y'  same  Cornmitty  sliould  vew  the  Pliway  pro- 
posed for  by  Janvcs  Keyes  and  others  and  make  Report  of  that  likewise 

1722.  The  Return  of  one  of  said  Hiwaies  Lancaster  June  y'  first  & 
26  1722.  Wlicre  as  we  the  subscribers  namely  John  Wilder  Josiaii  'While 
and  Epiiriam  Wilder  are  a  Comnrilty  to  vevv  and  Lay  out  a  hiway  from 
Jonath  .Moors  to  Llogswamp  medowes  we  haue  bin  upon  the  spot  the  da)-es 
aboue  dated  nnd  proseeded  as  follovv'eth  v/e  began  at  said  hog  sv/amp 
medow  and  marked  trees  on  the  west  side  of  said  wa.y  to  sd  moorses ;  we 
Ran  throdgh  the  Land  of  Josiah  Wheelor  fourty  ]^ods  through  the  Land 
of  Jonathan  Moors  three  hundred  and  fourcy  Rods  and  through  the  Land 
of  Jobaz  fairbanks  one  hundred  Rods  and  in  the  Land  of  Join?,  moors  tv,'o 
Rods  the  other  part  of  said  Lliway  Lyeth  in  Common  Land  the  Conimitty 
John  Wildkr  Josiah  White  Epuriam  Wilder  said  wa}s  was  Exsept 
to  be  three  Rods  wide  Exsept  whese  it  Cross  y'  medov/  of  Jabez  fairbank 
and  there  to  be  one  Rod  and  half 
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A  COJn^  or  T;]j::  ll' R  A 'riON  FOll  the  MEETlN(i  1721/22 

Those  h!.M.:r  10  ■■  :  n'. :  t?-;   I  i  ■;!;)!  i  0  t'^rs  of  I.,ancasior  that  Ca]){ 

S'tnuio'  'SViMnrcl  proi.v.Hi n<U  sov  l:iv;av  u.  p.iv.  iu  to  i'ljc  Owitery  Rode  to 
lio.-;toii ;  Henry  Wiliard  pjopoaiui.v  lor  a  ijiw.iy  ia  the  i/iu..iirv:v. j  .-.o  C'jilcd 
Josiah  White  for  a  l-Iiway  to  y*"  new  Sawniill  upon  the  North  River  C am- 
ah ^1  V...-^ f; 'f  a  h'-vay  - ^'■T;  to  w'o.yre  he  now  Lives  Lasi  by  Justice 
jloi;yhM,n  '^i.esicd.  iha:  I  c  s.iu;  't.aie  so  in  alowance  made  him  for  t)ie 
secoH'-l  di- vision  of  Kntervail  of  iJaiiil  Gains  if  he  cannot  haiic  it  where  it 
was  G'-anled  him  hy  the  Town  aboue  the  Red  Spriny;  up  tl^e  North  River; 
is  what  is  to  be  layed  befc're  you  at  your  meetiiig  FeLaaan  y  ti-e     1721  /22, 

January  tlie  k/'^  1721/2?.  JosKra  \VjLDt:ii  C7:'y/: 

Februar)^  the  5'''  1721/22  att  a  meeting  of  tlie  Proprietors  att  y"  meet- 
ing Hons  first  Alade  Choyce  of  James  Wihier  !\Ioderator  f;r  Said  Mcedng 

2  IVi  answer  10  thie  Frooozitio)!  of  Capt  Samuell  Wiblavd  Tlie  Fiopriety 
made  Cho)-cc  of  a  Committ}-  to  vew  said  way  and  se  where  it  may  be  most 
acconiodable  to  Serve  the  puijlick  and  make  Report  to  the  proprietey  in 
order  to  haue  it  alov/cd  and  tlien  made  Chance  of  Hoolver  Osgood  £ben- 
e/.ei-  W  ilder  &  Jonathan  Houghton,  to  be  the  (?ooimitty. 

3  In  ans^ver  to  the  propozition  of  fb/nrv  Wihard  tlwy  voted  that 
Capt  Wilder  Josiah  WRde  and  Joseph  Wilder  be  a  Com.niltty  to  vew  sd 
way  and  make  l<_ei:);)ia  to  the  propriety 

4  they  vol-:«i  lo  crnse  a  Connnitty  to  vew  the  Hi  way  propounded  for  by 
Joida!)  While  arid  mah-e  Report  to  the  propriety  &  then  Made  Choyce 
of  Jabaz  Fairbank  Capt  Peter  Joslin  Capt  Ephriam  Wilder  to  be  the 
Co'.nmiit}' : 

5  Jeremiah  Wilson  per.sonally  apj^eered  before  the  Propriety  and  de- 
clan-ed  tliat  lie  frvely  dL-hvcred  up  to  the  Town  or  propriety  a  Small  Slip  of 
Land  I'vonnd  y'  v/est  Corjier  of  a  dich  Called  Broad  PvF.dow  iJich  between 
tliat  and  tlie  fni  of  broad  medow  Hill  so  much  as  ma}-  be  accomodable  for 
a  hivvay  in  that  place 

'6  Plcfering  to  the  Recpiest  of  John  Houghton  Esq  ;  they  made  Choyce 
of  J-imrf  Wilricr  Jon:is  Iloughton  Ju  &  Ebene/er  Wilder  to  mesuer  the 
Entervai;!  Lor  of  Hanili  Gaines  down  Penecuck  River  to  see  if  it  be  not 
ah-edy  Layed  out  necr  that  t<)v,at  Ids  Second  Devision  of  Fntcrvaiii  and 
n^iake  Report  to  the  Pioprietv,  &  Then  they  ajorned  the  Meeting  to  the  5 
day  of  march.  ncAi  Coming  to  tluee  of  the  Clock  in  the  after  noone  : 

Joseph  Wh.deii  Clerk 

March,  y  fifth,  the  propriety  meet  and  adjorned  to  the  tv/enteth  of 
Said  March..  March,  'f  twcatedr  1722  The  propriety  being  nmet  tirst 
Gtar^ted  to  Capt  Sam.ueli  Wiliard  a  Hiway  that  Run.  through  a  part  of 
Paajad  ?d'..;dov;  for  UTid  in  Consederatiori  of  a  pece  of  LaiM  Given  up  to 
y'  Town  b\  Jeremiah  Wih-on  to  be  a  hiv/ay  in  Lew  there  of  Round  y-  Cor- 
ner of  y*  sd  Lroad  Meduvv  betwixt  that  and  the  hili 
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2  They  Exsei^led  tlic-  lAjhirnes  of  Sevcrall  Hiwaies  of  tlic  Ccniniltlys 
;ip}>o!iited  to  vev-  and  l^'.y  {i-j-.m  oul  to  wit  of  the  Contcry  Rode  to  Grolon 
bro-'.:1't  in  Ivy  Cpt  Wilder  Ji-.-xhU  vV'dte  and  J osei;»h  Wilder  as  folio we1.h 
P'ely.''.i:-::rv  q  1721  /.-?  Tlu  1  JVvS.-.ed  on.  sd  Service  fiv.>:  '  w;  at  y*  north 
line  of  LHiicaskr  l\:-v;n.--hip  and  marked  a  small  white  ot:c  tree,  and  from 
thence  to  p.  vddte  oj-e  neer  \-*  Corner  of  Sctii  Walkers  Lan-d  from  thence 
to  a  suimp  by  tiiu  side  of  sd  Walkers  fence  from  thence  to  y*  Corner 
of  \V'alkers  northej-most  Lott  from  thence  to  y"  Corner  of  Sanrjell 
Rogerses  Land  &  so  along  upon  y'  hed  of  that  Lott  to  y'  Corner  of 
y*  Land  of  Hejiry  V/illard  to  a  Chcsnut  tree  from  thence  to  a  Red  oke 
neer  y'  brow  of  y*  hill  and  so  to  a  Walnut  in  the  Riseing  of  y^  Hill 
and  from,  ihence  lo  a  bh.'ck  oke  at  y''  bottom  of  Saia  Hill  from  thence 
to  a  RocL  a  gainst  Henry  Willards  barn  and  so  bareing  y"  breth  of 
five  Rods  to  y*  Eastward  of  all  y'-  afure  sd  marks  and  so  bare  log  the 
same  wedth  though  belwixt  y"  Walls  of  Josiah  Willard  as  marked . 
out  and  so  along  upon  y'  lieds  of  the  Lots  of  Hezakiah  an  Joseph 
Willard  baring  y°  brcdlh  of  five  Rods  to  y'  est  iront  there  ienc.  s  as  tl-iey 
now  stand  till  iit  Corns  to  y'  Corner  of  Joseph  Wiilards  Lott  [fo'.n  thence 
?nad-r  an  a-sgle  Runi ng  to  a  sn^all  White  oke  bush  standing  in  Joseph 
Wiilards  hedge  from  thi-nce  to  a  white  oke  tree  from  th.at  to  a  keep  of 
Stons  upon  Hezaldah  Whcaals  Land  makeing  an  angle  .Rerung  a  Cross 
the  Lott  01  Jonathan  Wiuard  from  a  hcep  of  Stons  to  a  svaaU  black  oke 
from  thence  to  y'  Corner  of  Cia  Wihuids  wall  sd  w:iy  Lying  live  Rods 
v/ide  to  the  Eastward  or  Sow  est  of  all  y"  aiortbd  nvirlor  -X:  so  through 
betvi\  v^-  wall  of  Capt  Samuei.  Willard  and  John  Willard  bar.A.ng  }'  same 
wedth  to  y"  South  East  Coiner  of  Capt  Willard  wall  A  then  with  a 
straight  line  to  a  small  white  oke  marked  at  a  Rock  where  forn^^er  Cum- 
mitty  Left  marking  the  way  Lying  to  tlie  Sow  east  of  sd  line  and  also 
marked  a  Rode  from  sd  Rode  down  tiie  north  side  of  Jonathan  Wiik- rd 
lott  to  hed  of  y'  lott  of  Joseph  atherton  of  three  Rods  Wide  sd  Return 
wab  Exseptcd  b}"  a  vote  Exsepting  at  Capiing  Wiilards  at  his  Request  it 
was  alowed  lo  godown  nor  his  hous  lie  prornasing  to  Lcve  the  hiway  there 
Wider  by  Consederable  then  five  Rods 

Joseph  Wilder  C/^rA 

The  road  here  dc-scriljed  ii  now  whoUy  ia  the  town  of  Itarvard. . 

2  of  a  hivray  to  y'  rrdll  up  y-  North  River  which  was  as  follovreih. 
Lancai-'er  Eebriiary  tlie  14  1721/2  Whereas  We  namely  l^eiet  Joslin 
Jabar  ildrbank  d:  Kpliciam  Wilder  are  ai 'pointed  a  Commiily  to  Lay  out  a 
hiway  to  Da\dd  Whetcombs  Laiid  upon  the  North  River;  iame  biit 

upon  y'  Spot  and  haue  La}ed  out  a  hiway  from  the  Hiwav  ilaU  Geu- tii  to 
Benits  ktrm  a  Croso  to  Wheteombs  Land  and  ha!.;e  marked  the  trees  ti]>on 
y*  north  side  of  said  way  y'  vvay  Lying  *iirr.ngh  Larances  Land  takeing 


MASSACHUSETTS.    1643  - 1725- 


201 


from  him  one  acre  of  Land  sd  way  for  rno^t  [jart  being  two  Rods  Wide 
but  where  it  Joyns  to  Wlietcouis  Land  it  is  five  Rods  Wide. 

JOSlii'il  VVlLDKR  C/t/vL- 

The  terminus  of  this  road  was  al  the  site  lately  occupied 
bv  the  American  Shoeshank  Company's  factory.  Here 
{'hit  Whitconib  I'amily  had  a  mill  for  many  years. 

3    a  hiv.ay  petislioncd  for  b}'  Capt  WilLird  a  Report  there  of  Vv'as  made 
by  Hooker  Osgood  Ebene^er  Wilder  and  Jonathan  Houghton  who  in- 
formed the  propriety  that  thicy  judged  the  sd  way  Sliou'd  goo  by  David 
Whelcoaibs  ^S;  so  in  to  the  bay  Rode  &  that  it  shoidd  ieve  Groaton  Rode 
at  y"^  South  side  of  Joseph  Hutchinses  lott  and  to  Run  along  by  y*"  sd 
Hutchiinses  lott  tiil  it  Came  over  y'  brook  at  Round  inedow  Josepli  Hutch- 
ins  ahso  appeered  and  offered  y  Propriety  to  Give  so  nruch  Land  as  would 
be  nesesary  for  y"  HiWay  in  that  place  according  to  y"  Report  of  y'  Corn- 
mitt  v;  but  at  y  R.e [quest]  of  Thomas  Houghton  the  way  was  Granted 
by  his  door  &  was  to  Lye  South  of  his  hnus  so  far  as  that  y-  aorlh  side 
of  v'  way  should  be  thre  Rods  from  his  door  and  said  way  was  Exsepted 
and  Confermed  to  bo  three  Rods  Wide  exsept  where  it  pases  through  y« 
Land  of  jacob  <S:  Henry  Houghton  and  there  to  be  but  two  Ivods  vSaid 
Comniitty  Reports  that  they  began  to  niarke  at  y*  Land  of  Thomas 
H^jucdito'a  e.nd  ran  througli  it  by  his  hons  sixty  seven  R.ods  iK;  a  half  and 
through  Kphriam  Houghtons  Land  sixty  four  Rods  &  through  Edward 
Houghtons  Land  100  Rods  and  through  James  athertons  Land  fourty 
six  Rods  and  through  jacofj  Houg'itoas  Land  fourt}-  five  Rods  and  ihrou 
the  Land  of  Jacob  Houghton       i'enjamin  Athertons  Land  nint}-  eight 
Rods  and  then  it  Ran  upon  Common  Land  till  it  Groses  the  Rode  that 
pases  to  barehill    February  y'  25  v^'e  began  at  barehii!  Rode  and  went 
through  y  Laiid  of  Jacob  Lloiighton  Seventy  Ruds  and  through  y"  Land  of 
Henrv  Houghton  by  his  hoiis  eight)'  two  Rods  and  then  we  Ran  in  Coni- 
n~.on  till  we  Come  to  the  Land  of  Hezakiah  Whircombes  in  his  Land  we 
Ran  on  hundred  and  tv/elve  Rods  through  the  Land  of  David  Whttcombs 
twenty  Eiglit  Rods  and  tlien  we  ran  in  Common  Land  and  in  d^.and  of 
David  Wiiitcomb  &  y'  Hairs  of  John  Whitcomb  Deccsed  in  which  there 
was  alovv-ance  made  for  a  hivvay  in  y  Laying  out  of  said  Land  :  and  then 
we  Rvan  through  a  small  Corner  of  y-  Land  of  Natiranil  HapGood  in.  to 
Bay  Rode,  then  we  began  at  tlie  Lay  Rode  neer  Joseph  Sawyers  and 
marked  a  hiway  a  Cross  to  y^  afore  sd  Rode  and  it  Corns  in  to  y'"  aboue 
said  Rode  aljouglu  eighteen  Rods_  from  David  Wliitcombs  barn,  and  y'  said 
Da\'id  v^lielcomb  is  satisiied  for  y"  ]3amage  it  doth  to  him  if  iu';  ^iiny  haue 
the  old  Rode  which  was  formerly  Layd  out  behind  his  feeld  all  uhicii  was 
Con.fermed  by  a  vote,    sd  Report  was  Signed    Hooker  OsG<  i<:)i)  iLi'.ES- 
EZFR  WiLor^K   Jonathan  HoucrrroN 

Entered  upon  Record  by  Joseph  Wilder  C//c 
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note  that  K iway  ihixu^  []^^:['\  Wiu-: ^  , ^n:l.-  "i.  wid  is  to  be  but  two 
Rods  wide —the -.i  the  u-iectia  aj* »ru.: ci  to  y'  dird  Wednsday  in  May 

next 

Tiie  next  record  was  writteii  l:)3' Jouatiian  Ilougluoi],  8oti 
of  the  Towii  Clerk. 

March  5'-'  1721/2,  the  heeholders  &  other  hdijibiiants  of  Lancaster 
Duly  Qaalliued,  meet  together  it  being  their  aaaali  meeting  for  Choice  of 
To\Yn  officers  iS:c : 

1.  The  'j  owu  Chose  Capt  Ephraiiii  Wilder  moderator  for  said  i:,eet- 
ing. 

2.  The  Town  Chose  Williaro  5ja\v)-fr  Graivd  Juror  for  y"  \ear  ensuing, 
then  y'  Seh;cimen  gaue  y'  Towa  au  account  of  what  they  had  dorie  as  to 
Keconing  with  Mr  Preiuicc,  u:  ihen  examined  who  were  voters  in  choice 
of  Town  ofitcers. 

3.  The^  Town  Chiose  five  Selectmen  name;}'  John  Monglilon  Sr  Capt 
Ephwhn  Wilder  Jabez  flidrbank  Jo3iah  White     jann-  Wilder. 

4.  The  ■■'"o'.vii  Chose  John  1  i..)ughiori  Town  Clerk  for  y**  year  ensuing 

5.  The  Town  Chose  thre  CorrstabeJs  namely  John  Johnson.  Tczelecl 
Saw)  er  ^Ai  joiiu  Wihard. 

6.  The  down  Chose  Henry  Wiliarn  ^  Joseph  Stone  Tything  men. 

7.  The  Town  Chose  Snr^nu  1  Rogers  Sr  Joseph  A  iherton  William  Divol 
Nathaniel  Wlidri  .11:  James  Snow  Servairs  of  Highways. 

8.  The  d'owu  Cliose  Janies  Wilder  Town  I'reasurer. 

9.  The.  Town  Chose  James  Atherron  Sc  Au;os  Sa\\yer  fence  vewcrs. 

10.  Tlie  Town  Chove  John  Prescott  Benjamin  Wilson  Daniel  Hough- 
ton and  Kbenczer  Harries  Hawyerds 

1 1.  The  ITiwn  Chose  Thomas  Carter  Seallcr  of  Leather. 

The  follovv'ino;  meinorariduin  from  an  old  accoiiiit  Ijook 
of  the  ilrsi  Judge  Joseph  "\Vdldei-.  lately  prcseidod  to  tlie 
public  liljCHry  by  I^erijaniin  F.  Wyrnari,  gives  the  rian'>e  of 
the  Gratiiinar  Sehool  teacher  in  Lancaster  1721-22,  and 
the  money  ^'aliie  tit  which  liis  services  for  the  year  were 
estiiT.ated. 

Delivered  and  pavcd  to  .Mr  Edward  Proughton  ivlarcli  y  14  r/ai/lria  for 
Keeping  Sco.'-l  six  pounds  tiue  Sidliin.gs. 

Moore  in  August  >■''  sum  of  hue  shi'lings  by  Ebene/er  Wilder  const,  o. .  5..0 
on  a  note  an;-wertd  by  Ju^iah  Willard  3..(S..6 
on  3  non^  10  Mr  dickenson  o..  2. .6 

on  a  note  to  Pezaleel  Sawyer  o  .  5.8 
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i>:i  i\  note  to  Eiu-s  Srwvyer  o.  8.0 

( :,,or\  two  Rccept.s  to  Jonas  Houghton  Constable  3.0.6 
■Rccone<l  with  Mr  Edward  Broughton  October  y'  25--  1722 
j\(;i!'!al!is  Dcw  to  y-  said  Mr  Drougiuon  y--~G — lo  iCi       years  Scouling. 

C:.  21  jvoiiirds  i::  iliiilhi^^  fof  !ho  year's  ?,i]ary. 

I\f  .iy  the  sixieenth  1722  the  propriety  being  meet  in  answer  to  the  Pro- 
]  vdioii  of  Samuel  Warner  it  was  voted  that  a  Committ}'  be  Chosen  to 
the  hiwav  proporinded  for  and  if  they  shall  think  it  ncedfuil  To  Lay 
;  u;;  'i.  Hiv/av  betn-ix  the  Land  of  Jonas  Houghtoii  and  Joriathan  Sav.-yer 
.{..  ihcy  SiKill  think  meet  and  moke  Report  to  y"  next  meeting  in  order  to 
its  [)t}ng  e>:scpted 

2  tiiey  N'oted  that  the  saine  Cornmitty  vew  what  Daniiige  is  don  to 
[[U'-'.u:  said  Land  of  Jonas  ]-:foughton  that  was  hutsons  by  a  irivvay  Laid  to 
|-,!rv!,i}}  rnedows  and  how  much  of  y'  ajasant  Land  out  to  be  alowed  for  a 
K.-.C'.'mpenre  the  Cornmitty  Chosen  was  Jabaz  Fairbank  Capt  Samuel! 
W  ;:;  u  .1     Jacob  Houghton 

5    ihcv  then  Cranted  Ellas  Sawyer  five  acres  of  Land  upon  a  brook 
Caia;d  Kerlys  Brook  for  to  niake  up  the  Conveniancy  of  Henry  Kerly 
Wihiam 

J,  The  Return  of  a  Comirjitty  apointed  to  mesure  the  Lot  of  Danil 
i  :  d'is  wr-  y'  Subscribers  T\iesured  the  L,ott  of  Danil  Gains  or  that  whicli 
V. as  st.)po:>ed  to  be  it  and  find  betwixt  sum  mark  trees  and  Snows  Euier- 
vaiil  Lott  and  betwixt  the  Little  piece  and  sum  Entervaill  Land  of  Eben- 
c/vr  Wilder  and  find  it  to  be  about  sixteen  acres, 

James  Wilder  > 
Ebp:nezer  Wilder       \  Co?n}mtly 
Jonas  Houghton  Ju  ) 
An  accouiit  of  a  hivvay  Laid  out  from  y"  Town  liiie  beyond  Vvkicapacit 
and  went  througli  the  Land  of  Hooker  Osgood  on  hundred  and  fifty  Rods 
..no  ihr(j::y!i  li.c  Landi  of  Justice  Hougluon  fifty  Rods  and  tlien  tln.ougli 
Lbs/ker  O^;:!;oods  land  ninty  four  Rods  and  then  through  the  Land  of  Sam- 
a  ai  Carter  one  hundred  Rods.    Jap.az  faikbanr  Nat h anil  Sawvlr 
S\.'.u;rLr,  C.\tarf:u  Co/n;<:itfy    tl^is  Return  was  Exsepted  and  said  Hiway 
'  onterrfied  :  an:i  au  aquevelant  Granted  to  tlie  Persons  aboue  named  to 
to  Hooker  Osgood  two  acres  for  one  to  Justice  Houghton  deto  to 
^-aviuell  Carter  an  acre  and  half  in  lev;  of  one. 

Tins  is  the  road  fioni  Leominster  line  to  Wickapeket  Brook  at  the  Phelps  Mil!. 

Februasy  y*-  2'^  1721    Laid  out  another  hiv/ay  we  began  at  the  end  of  a 
b'w;iy  lii.it  Goeth  up  between  the  Lots  of  Nathanil  Wilder  and  Oliver 
v^ibicr  and  Ran  through  Nathanil  Wilders  Land  fifty  four  Rods  and 
■■-A;h  daj  Land  of  Oliver  Wilder  eighty  eight  Rods  and  tinough  joiia- 
■b.:n  Wilders  Land  twenty  six  Rods  and  through  Nathanil  Ilapgoods  Land 
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Sixteen  Rods  and  thron-ii  Danill  R !•■■■•••<  L-;;:l  fourty  Rods  avai  ih; -O'.rh 
Syniuell  Carter^:.  Lnnd  fourty  Rods  a):d  ;).>  i,  ihrou.ijh  anuduT  pice-  of  Oli- 
ver "Wilders  Land  on  hundred  &  twenty  llnee  R.ods  to  the  Tov/r-  lln-v^  to  a 
li^-le  }-'.n.n  of  \'-\\-?r  nccr  ''•Va!:c!;.;acet  Brool"  nccr  the  old  Car;.,. ay  uLouc 
John  Kindals  Said  way  Laid  out  three  Rods  wide  by  Jabaz  fairbank 
Sam  DELL  Caut;-R  and  Natiiaxil  S-\u'»  a  Couimltty :  the  abouc 
said  v-'a}'  was  exsei^ted  and  Conicrined  h\  Uu.  propriety  for  a  hi\va\'  as  it 
is  maiked  onr. 

I'his  descriV)es  the  v/esterly  extension  of  tVie  first  road 
over  George  Hill.  Oliver  Wilder,  atterward  colonel,  lived 
upon  the  noi'th  side  of  the  liic;iivv;i}^  on  or  near  the  site  of 
the  house  now  stonding  just  above  the  Geojge  Hill  school - 
house.  His  brotlier  Nathaniel  lived  on  the  southerly  side 
of  tJiC  highway. 

The  hi  way  to  "V/hashaconib  was  accordingly  marked  out  by  said  Coni- 
Piiivand  Ran  throu  the  Land  of  Jo'iathan  Moor  sixty  three  Rod  and 
through  the  k.and  of  ThoniaiS  Sa'."'  \cr  tf  n  scoor  and  st.;veritecn  Rods  to  y" 
town  line.  Jahez  fairdaxk  Kathanil  Sawaeu  SAWvicti  Samuel 
Carter  Coannitty 

February  y'  4  1722/3  at  a  meetin.g  of  the  proprietors  nrst  made 
CliOvce  of  Capt  Wilder  ^b:>deraLoa  a;iid  then  Discharged  Edinund  and 
Ebenexer  Harris  Judgeiiv;  that  they  had  fulfil  led  the  obligation  they  ware 
under  in  Cicering  arid  keep  in  the  hering  feeld  well  Subdued 

2  a  CoaTJaiU}'  made  a  Report  to  wit  Jabaz  fait  ban!:  Cpt  Sanuiejl 
Widard  and  }s.eported  thai  the  hiwn'  I'etistioncd  f)r  bv  SanuicU  Warner 
&c  be  granted  andi  tliat  it  ly  along  by  tlio  Sid.e  of  the  Land  that  was  blut- 
sons  tvaj  Rods  Wide  v/hich  Report  wa;.  Confirmed  and  said  way  Granted 
by  a  vote 

3  Capt  Wilder  &c  brought  rn  a  Report  Conserning  Sum  luwaies  from 
hog  swavnp  v.hich  w.des  was  Exsepted  and  Granted  to  be  three  Rods  in 
v.cdtb  ]-^xscpl  where  it  Groses  the  inedow  by  Jabaz  Fairbanks  In  and  there 
to  be  but  one  Kod  and  a  half  also  of  a  hiway  Jeremiah  Holmams  amd 
Whdtneys,  which  is  to  Run  along  through  the  Land  of  Josiah  Wheelor 
se\-enty  nine  Rods  through  ih.e  Land  of  Jan^ies  Wilder  Sixty  two  Rods 
.throuli  the  Land  of  John  Wilder  on  liundred  and  twelve  Rods  through 
James  Butlers  Land  two  Rods  tlu'ough  the  Land  of  Josf:ph  Sawyer  on 
hundred  and  fifty  four  Rods  Said  w;iy  to  be  thix-e  I'a.-dls  w idc  S^ud  way 
was  alov.ed  and  Cordermed  by  a  vote  to  Lye  as  it  is  marked  ou;t  \)\'  Said. 
Comndtiy  Save  at  y'  brook  by  W'hitneys  there  to  pa-^s  the  brook  v.here  it 
is  marked  and  tiicn  to  Riuidov.  n  t!ie  bro<>k  neer  the  sai».t  brook  till  it  Corns 
neer  the  bious  of  Said  Holman  to  wlieie  itie  w,iy  v^as  formerly  Layed  out 
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.    -TV;,'  , .  •\-  irr<lo  .;ces  io  iwC     ■■v::;r:^]:  persons  a'/our 

,.-^-,;u  (Iv:-:     ;  lv'-'^;\'-l  h\  vT^d  w.iy      ;^  1 ! '■'^weth  to  ja-A::  F.^.ir~ 

;  j..;v.'-  0''  in  0 ;  >r»r  li'j  ti  vf  t\\t'  ;i:.;c:;"  a  h,;ii        liu:  Le".\  O:  'I'c^ 

1  cWc- ;!cr<  s  ff'i'  o;v-'.  lo  f nvne^  \V i one      re  and  haVf  fc-r 
(,»  fi<         S-i\vv.--r  acres  for  acre,  tlien  the  ineoting  was  ajorned  y-- 

A  COW  OF  NOTIFICATION  FEBRUARY  Y-  4  i7~:^/3 

These  iiiay  notifie  the  propriety  of  Lancaster  that  Jonath  rAoor  Rr- 
ipseais  that  the  Contery  Rode  or  Hiway  from  Aiarllnirough  may  Rizei  by 
liis  door  la  to  Hog  swampt  Rode.    2    Hezakiah  Vd;-. .rcomb  for  2  hl"r?,y 

ilie  hay  Rode  from  the  bhvay  propounded  for  by  C  \V).:lard  Sev- 
eral 1  i-'crions  for  alowance  for  damage  for  hiwaics  Jos  Wilds  and  Richi-d 
Wilds  that  tlie  Last  halfe  of  y'  4  devision  may  be  Granted 

Febrewary  the  iS^'-  1722/3  the  Propriety  being  Meet  drst  tuey  Gr.\"ted 
uu-  proposition  of  Jonathan  Moor  to  v.- it  thai  y*  Contory  Rode  ■  ■  2-I- 
h^a;^;!i;di  l^e  ixen^oued  from  the  north  side  of  i\;s  orch!'-''  .  na  :  ^  a  a-s 
no, I, -a  '.-n  vixl  Ids  hoas  and  his  ne\v  Barn  to  hiv-an  pv  .a  :a  i_eg 
sv.auv!p  and  to  l.)e  five  Rods  wide. 

2  thev  voted  upon  the  proposition  of.  ffezakirdn  Wheicomb  tea: 
ronnniU}-  appoiaied  to  vt:\^         Idway  proposed  by  Capt  Waha  a  :-/wit 
.Mr  v)sg(H}d  Ebenezer  Wiirh."  and  Jonathan  Houghton  \eva  y'  ;aa--r  and 
rraikc  Report  to  y*"  propriety  when  they  Report  Concerning  the  c  cher 
!n-,vay 

3  lliev  Gi'anled  to  James  U  drier  three  acres  in  Lew  of  on  for  '-vhiot 
aas  I  iken  of  oil  his  Land  by  a  hiway  to  wacapacet :  to  Joseph  Wilder  d: 
Lihannd  harris  four  acres  in  Lew  of  one  and  so  proporso nable ly 

4  they  voted  that  Mr  Osgood  mark  out  the  hiway  ask:'.::"  'b :  :  y 
Cnp-t  Wilhrd  and  take  an  account  of  what  it  takes  from  every  nra.a  da 2:  it 
l*C!-!s  through  his  Land  and  niaivc  I^epoi-c  to  \-  next  meeting 

5  npon  thv;  proposidon  of  Ricliard  Wilds  they  voted  that  ir  be  a-  '--  a 
till  y'  next  meeting-  and  then  the  meeting  was  ajorned  to  thai  da;.  i:.:.::b 

A  COPY  OF  THE   NOTlFIECATiON  TO  Y^'  PROPRIETIE  OF 
LANCASTER 

liio-.e  may  scrue  to  notifie  you  that  Josiah  Wheelock  desiei's  d-a"  d.e 
■  c.WiV  rthr.-.iigh]  his  Land  to  pine  hill  may  be  Remoued  furiher  n-'  r:  ■  -.nd 
•'••■■t  it  aai;       but  two  Rods  wide  William  Sawyer  Desiers  alowaa:-:  a 

'^'-'^  gvicth  through  his  Land  Jonas  Hougluon  that  Jaan  -  Id • 
•  apj-oi-afcd  to  Lay  out  Land  in  y"  old  Town.sliip  it  is  ulsri  ^  ■.  < '  ■.  d 

'h  y/ersons  who  haue  bin  d.annified  by  luwaies  gc»i.ng  dn  'uaV.  daere 
L.inu  would  bering  in  there  accounts  in  order  to  there  being  a  aa.  id 
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(herefcr  Tiiomas  Wilder  desiers  that  a  bhvay  may  be  Laid  to  Sliuesbery 
and  iron)  (liat  to  his  Enlervaili  Joseph  Wilder  Clerk 

Lnncasier  Marci)  yM-^'" 

IVIarch  y°  18^*'  1723  at  a  n>eet.iui:;  of  }'-  proprietors  and  in  the  first  place 
they  voted  that  Ed',va'-d.  hartv/il]  a  peece  of  Land  that  lyeth  belsvene 

his  Land  and  wah-mut  Ssvampt  Lot  vviih  the  addition  of  one  acre  and  half 
to  Lay  out  as  otlier  undevidcd  Land  alowcd  him  for  alovvance  for  a  iiiway 
that  goeth  throngdi  his  Land  to  Wacapacet 

2  they  cxsepted  a  former  Report  made  by  Capt  rloughton  &c  Referirig 
to  y-  Remonc-ai  of  a  hiway  propounded  for  by  Hezakiah  Townsend  by  his 
hous. 

3  they  voted  that  James  Wilder  Josiah  White  and  Ebenezer  Wilder 
Lay  out  a  hiway  to  pine  hill  where  shall  be  most  Conveniant 

4.  the}-  made  Choyce  of  James  fCeyes  to  Lay  out  Land  in  that  v/hich 
was  Called  th.e  old  Township 

5  in  answer  to  Request  of  Thomas  Wilder  tltey  made  Choyce  of 
Leu  lioughion  Johii  Prest  5:  Bazaliel  Sawyer  to  vew  the  saine  and  Eeport 
ti'cre  on  to  yH^iop.iety  and  also  mark  it  out  if  tiiey  think  fit  and  niost 
Con\ei\iant 

6  they  Granted  the  Last  half  of  y"  4  devision  to  begin  to  Lay  out  the 
first  of  may  next  which  will  be  \\\  1723 

7  the  propriety  Granted  th.it  Oli'v-er  AVIlder  haue  the  alowance  of  3 
acres  for  one  for  so  much  as  is  taken  f[-om  him  by  a  hiway  to  Wacapacet 
&  2  for  one  Rnges  pece  one  acre  and  half  for  y*"  Rest  and  so  for  all 
others 

April]  y'  29"'  J 723  the  Proprietors  of  Lancaster  being  meet  by  vcrtue 
of  a  Warrant  Given  out  by  John  Houghton  Escpaier  for  the  Callirig  there  of 

And  first  made  Choyce  of  John  Houghton  Esqnicr  for  a  Moderator  and 
then  voted  that  all  Land  Laid  out  Since  Joseph.  Wilder  v/as  Ch.osen  A  pro- 
prietors Clerk  and  Recorded  by  the  Tov.m  Clerk  be  Signed  by  the  propri- 
etors Clerk 

Secot-idl}'  it  was  put  to  vote  v/hethor  they  will  Nov/  prosced  to  the 
Choyce  of  a  proprietors  Clerk  and  it  pased  in  y''  Negative 

3  They  voted  that  Noperson  Layout  any  part  of  y"*  Last  naif  of  his 
forthi  Devision  before  he  hath  made  out  his  Right  there  to  the  Sattisfaction 
of  those  that  shall  be  Chosen  a  Commity  to  Seve  in  to  that  aftair  to  see 
wlietiier  he  hath  aiUiSt  Right  there  and  hath  also  procured  a  Sirtificate 
under  there  hands  to  Sign  it  to  Such  as  are  appointed  to  Lay  out  Lands 
in  sd  propriety 

4  They  voted  to  Choos  three  men  for  the  Service  aforesaid 

5  I'hey  made  Choyce  of  John  Houghton  Esq-  Joseph  W^ilder  and 
Jonadtan  Houghton  to  be  the  Comrnitty  for  the  Said  Service 


I 
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6    Tricv  vol  til  tha'i  none  of  y"  lanrj  in  the  1.3  st  half  of  y*  forth  Devi-. 

lie  I  "id  out  t;]i  aUci      ihin]  W Ci\\^i,o.iy  oi"  sway  next, 
(oisa,.  ;  io-.i:.- '.•'.•.>!!  j;'  •  !■•.«.     '.Vr-C-     r-.v        i".      r.t-.-'oiisu'  Requeslhig  that 
i.-.-.vj  :v  v.. ■.•'.!'•'!   J'.;  !  lovi-ic:  "v  i.aicl  out  to  Mr  ynavtc 

.•;/..'■(  Sum  pa.!  t  oJ  it  ! .       ivi  to  sum  Lajid  Laid  out  to  jcremiali 

l-'ccT'-Ti  p.'.v.l  tb'U  ••.■.'.r:!.:l.Mv.'-  11.  iv  don  upou  it  at  y'~  ajornrneiit  of  y*  meet- ' 
in.ii'  and  lh.:n  ihe  nii:..:tiui.-,  \v\..-;  ajo'iioa  to  y"  th'r  1  v/ednsday  of  in  ay  being 
the  15  of  may  next  at  nine  of  y'-'  Clock  but  before  \  "  ajormneat  there  was 
these  alowanc'i-s  made  as  folio  wet  In  for  a  Rcconi  pence  for  damage  don  them 
bv  h.iv.-aic:-  Ku.'^inc;-  tlvou.;di  ihce  Lavjd  Thomas  Houghton  three  acres 
for  cue  Rphri.im  HcUL^'iton  deto  Mdwacd  Houghton  deto  James  Atherton 
deto  Jacob  i-icu:<iu,on  ju  fou."  acres  for  one  Benjamin  Atherton  deto  Jacob 
Hous;hton  deto  Henry  Houghton  deto  Hezakiah  Whetcomb  three  acr-es 
for  one  David  Whetcomb  Deto  it  was  also  then  voted  that  William 
Divoll  should  haue  the  Slip  of  Land  Lying  a  Gainst  his  Land  at  y  W'all- 
I  nut  Swamp  in  Lev;  of  the  hi  way  which  Crosses  his  Land  there  with  y*^ 

\  alowa ncc  of  half  an  acre  for  damage 

I  May  wednsda\-  y"  15  of  s''  month  the  propriety  being  meet  ajorned  the 

I  meeting  to  y"  3  wcdnsd  in  acgi/^  and  deiered  the  devision  till  then 

\  Wcdnsday  tiie  2t  of  Angus!:  the  propriety  rn.;^ct  and  opened  the  UTcet- 

\  ing  and  ajorned  the  same  to  y"  3  wednsday  in  October  and  defered  the 

I  Last  half  oi'  y"  4  devision  till  then  and  from  thence  it  was  aiorned  to  3 

I  wednsday  in  November  and  that  tlie  Last  half  of  the  forth  Devision  was 

!  Continu.ed  tiii  v'  fnst  of  february  lb! lowing 

\ 

\  The  1ollo\\ing  financia)  statement  of  the  selectnien  for 

1723  is  froo)  Judge  Joseph  Wilder's  memorandum  book. 

Tiiomas  Carter  Town  Treasurer  for  y^'  year  1723. 

minesterV  Rntes  I'own  R^vtes 

34-12  -7    Ldward  Hartwill  Constable  of  y'  Tov/n  Z-P  -  9~  o 

23  ~  M  "  3    Benjamin  ijaiiey  Constable  28  -  19  -  1 1 

27  -  1 1  -  9    Sa.muell  Warner  34-  6-10 

103-  15-9 

Where  of  he  is  ordered  to  pay  to  Jabez  fairbank  for  Serving 

as  Representative  in  1723  ^  20-  f2-  o 

I  to  y"  Selectmen  tor  nuikci ng  Rates  in  1722  2-0-0 

I  ,  -  . 

I  to  ?vlr  L'hvard  Jjrougliton  for  Keeping  Scool        '  <  10 

f  -  i  20 

I  to  y'  Sclrrr.nen  tor  Glace  1-  ^ 

a  •' 

f .  to  Ednunvi  Harris  tor  Sweei:>ino:  y*"  meeting  hous  1-15 


2oS  ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


to  y*  S<:!>  •:?)"»'.••:■  for  n;ri':i.i^r  Iv.dcs  In  1723  to  wit  to  Josepii  Wilder   i  -  4-6 

J;-.-',-.''  'XhO\'  10  ~  2 

John  Wiule  9-0 

EbvucYXi  Wilder  12-4 

to  Nc  {'  -n  N  •■''.j  ''  fr?r  two  v'ind  frames  for  y'-  yn'^r-i:r:c-  bous  3-0 
to              1     ivtill  lor  to  malif:  up  what  his  provip.'.t;  List  was 

Les  Uj-.r.  j^is  wan  :i;;t  15-0 

to  the  Conitrjilty  for  y"  Ijriuge  ^  ~  o 

to  John  Prescot  for  plan':  14-6 


-  5  -  3 

LANr:A.-,Tr:R  february  iS''-  1723/4  tlieo  Rekoned  with.  Deacon  Joseph 
Wilder  .Mr  Samuel!  Career :  Mr  josiah  White  Mr  Ebene/.e  \V;!n..-r; 
Se]erlnv.;t!  fo-r  ih:--  Town  of  Lancaster:  the  Subscri].>er  hath  b«  ccivcd 
the  v.]>.:\  oi  his  S.-.lIcry  till  July  ist  1723.  John  Pii i'jOE 

Sd  ]\eee;pt  erilcred  as  above  being  a  true  Copy  iMay  the  12^"  1724. 

p  JOiiN  j-IouCHTON  7hrc'//  C/ifrk 

Lancas'!  !:k  ^Llrcl"!  2  1723/4  The  Ldialjitants  of  sd  Lancaster  met  at 
y'  Meediv,'  liraiae  in  s('  Tcswne  accc<rdin^  to  appointment  (X:  notice  Given 
to  be  tea  ia;olicd..  Aajiiversary  .Meetiiij^  for  Choyce  of  Town  Oiiicers  o:c  : 

1  &  nrst  Chose  Jonathan  Moore  Moderator  for  s*'  Ivleeling :  (5e  then 
the  Selectme)!  Gave  Some  account  of  what  tiiey  had.  Done  as  to  n.aking 
of  Kates  :  <^  particularly  Had  Reeoned  witli  Mr  Prentice  who  is  Cieei  Cd 
till  y"  fast  of  July  1723  as  by  his  Receipt  as  above  entered 

2  &  next  voted  tliat  the  Late  Select  n-toi  do  Give  in  a  faire  account  of 
tlieire  J'roceediiygs  in  the  Towns  afiaires  the  Last  yeare  unto  y-'  Next 
Select';' a r;  that  nia)'  be  Claascn  to  Succeed  as  Selectmen  in  sd  Town 

3  next  voted  to  Choose  5  Selectu^cn  &  accordingly  Chose  Joseph  W'i!- 
dei- :  losiah.  Widie ;  Jonath.an  Ilouiditoa ;  e!>ene/er  Wilder  Samuell 
Carter  SetccTnien  to  serve  for  trie  year  ensuing 

The  tibove  record,  left  iiicoiTi|)lc:te,  is  in  the  hand  of  John 
Hoatihioii,  its  also  is  the  next. 

1724  Monday  y"  fL"  of  >-br,-  1724  The  free  Holders  Szc  :  of  y"  Town 
of  Lancaster  niet  at  y"  Ai'eetinghouse  in  sd  Town  In  order  to  Choose  a 
Reprci^eeiaiive  according  to  Dae  warning  Given,  &  after  the  Reading  of 
the  PreCion  Ce  Lavrs  RcL"it!iig  to  sd  aifaire^  votes  were  called  for  »S:  Given 
in  ^e  than  John  Ilougiiion  Sen'"  was  Chosen  Representative  for  sd  Town  of 
Lancaster:  !o  serve  at  )"  Geaerali  Court  according  as  specified  in  sd 
Ihecept. 
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Aii-;->l  s/-.;  ;.  Tho  Sc'of  to;en  (.f  I.nnrr,ste;'  are  aHo-'cd  to  enta-  tlj'-ir 
cat.iinn  ^  -  ■  p'o^m;-;!  Darljy,  Mosv:=^  Clifindlcr  5:.  his  wife  will'i  ihiec  child- 
re  a,  r....'c;  'i'woflh- ,  Suu'h  ii;  i •'.'•'>■<•]  and  Mary  West  being  Inhabitants, 
Ih'^y  h.ivi?  /  beet'  H-aiPod.  i-\  x''-.;:/' r.  [he  said  Tov.'n  as  pr  tbeir  caution  on 
hie. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.} 
(  01  Wn  V  NOlfi  iC  i    J  /\  i  J.v  ^      Ii  '  1 ING  FEBRUARY 

lb   ^    f     IT  '  1^  1  Q,  J  a]  ^  \  t!       '^ni   m    r      a  breef  account  of 

t'  ^  1 11!      p  -^Dv  i  not  tc  I  I   0-1  I  \\  ibiu  pre  jounded  for  a  hiway 

ft  >!  i  I  i  )  1 1  l>  li  >  a'-      t  )    IRi     ihai         ivober t  Houghtons  ju 

dtre-<(  '  !  '     \v->ij)Pi  in,  11  1  oi!  (  ilcb  Siv\  to  his  Hoii:-;  Jon- 

t(   I  \\  ]i  I  c   J  )   di  in  ucli  i<    a   i     i   ^]on  where  tliey  Live  to 

\    1        <  iJ  I     I  1  I  i)    u  )  t  •>    3om  alowance  for  a 

\  '  I    1  _    1     r  i  ^  ^   t( '       d  ot    LiinWillard,  josiah 

\^  1  I  I  I   '  ^  )i      di  «      r  ■)  1 n  e  I    I  1  dt  Mil  and  Joseph  Atlier- 

(  1  I  ^  \   ,  '  t  trv.c> 

Lt.  H  I  r-]        \  ii  i       17  W  '  tnr  p  (  p  1  fv  meet  and  llrst  made 

Chov  V.  1  ]'  W  1  5  c  \j  c  s  itor  x  1  Sic  meeting  and  then 
GrciM  I, J  C  I  \  (.  ta  tu  >  '  1  I  t  pi  p  ninded  ibr,  to  wit  one 
b\  ^  a  ^  '"I  d  ti  t.  of  I  '  b\  Jonathan  \V  i  ^\  ^c.  and  to  mark  out 
^ic^       t  i  I  il   <Vn        d  id      1  to  Kt     1 L  to       propriety  the 

*  lO    pnc   11         r>         \  o   "*     tl  tiiey  Take  from  nny 

L  p  H  1  1  ih     I'  n  aT     ^       1  c  }   <)l  ih  tliereof 

-    i  '  ,  f  J  .  b  U-  ^' i      C  Ub  Sawyer  &  Jonas 

Houo-nion  to  be  y  (.ommutv 

3    t'  ti'  d  u\    )  '        J    r  i^n,  ^  ev  ^  h^t  i  '  .mage  John  Darbey 

Sisti  ito  }  ;  a  'j  \  ?v  ll  1  IS  J  d  thion^  h  \  I  iici  '  e  piirchassed  of  John 
L   \  J  1        t!     V.  o       d  also  what  Josiah 

'^''.diod  ^  (    1^  lit.  -^lo^^  a  Ur  the  liivvaj' Crossin 

their  Entci'va.'ii  ni  to  y  olunu.'ce.;, 

^  ti  1  ^  C  '  1,  c  t  J  n  \\  1IJ  1  t  ith  Houghton  &  Eben- 
c  -^i  A  n  i  I  ^  '^Cep\iart_,  )  \  th  hn  a}  |  opoi  iided  for  by  Thomas 
\\       T  ♦  )    I         oi  *  '      I   e  t.\  t    In'-i     '  to  the  propriety  there 

])  I  t  >t  c  1  c  1  n  ♦  ^  1  T"  ''rt  ^  1  n''  P  )  y*-'  third  wednsday 
Of  may  ncxi  to  ei'^nl  01  \ ••■  C  iock 

Lancaster  I\Ia;/ y''  20  1724  upon  y"  ajornment  from  February  the  3'^ 

and  first  Rece^ed  a  return  of  a  Cosnmitiy  which  was  as  followeth  :  \Ve 
tlie  Subscrii)er-  being  aj)pointc{l  aComniiltey  lo  mark  out  a  hiwa}'  to  ^\'here 
Robert  Houghton  Jr  c'id  forn.ieily  live  we  began  to  marl:  out  tlie  wmv  at 
the  turn  of  the  old  v/ay  beyend  d  comas  Wilders  hous  and  marked  along 
till  we  Came  to  Sum  Land  of  I'honias  Tookers  where  we  Took  a  slip  of  the 
14 
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said  Land  iuio  ','  Idv^L;/  'iid  fV'a.,  l]-:i!c:  marked  the  hiway  iiVroiudi 
Co;^:!m;ni  !.a!-:d  dM  iva  i''ai,;e  to  l  -^u]  <d  ]d-il;-:Tt  llovt-hion  ])r'-es^;d  :  a';a 
we  i> rt •  I -.f  !>'.:■••■);!  I'r.l  ihe;'  i.-  a  (  .Wi-.k  C'crnn-  of  Land  ou  the  same  side  of 
the  diva;,  'id:  rf  ihr-  I'^a^a  t  dr. a-  O-.tm  said  I'ool  r  r  iriay  ba  a  Rccoav- 
pence  to  lain  for  the  cdaaata;:  drni  bini  by  hiway  Jamj-is  Wii/Mru 
Ei.a.Ai'./au  Waa.aa  J'j::.\:][a:<  ]\-'-i(]\]rr-::  ^^-^  !;atiirn  v/aa  Ex^ei-U'd 
and  li.e  lilvwxy  OadVianed  and  a  small  sd,,  .;->r  j,aa..d  Lying  on  the  West 
Side  of  said  by  die  said  Tookers  Land  Grauled  to  said  Tooker  for 
alowance 

2  They  made  Clajjce  of  Lenjamin  Lcdov-:  joir's  Houghton  and 
Tliomas  l^jaka-  to  be  a  Commiily  to  vow  the  Hiway  kr-  -wrly  propound [ed] 
for  by  L.e»»ia.;d.;  Hough  ton  to  See  where  it  mn\  be  willi  most  Conven- 
iancy  and  make  LcT'ort  to  the  projiricty  at  there  next  meeting 

3  they  made  Choyce  of  Joseph  Whcelock  William  ].)5v'oil  and  John 
Lenit  to  be  a  Ciamnbty  to  vew  liie  hiway  propo^mded  for  by  Edward 
Hartwll!  to  se  v  here  it  nsay  be  most  Convcpiaiit  and  make  Report  to  the' 
propriety  at  il.-ne  r-^\i  ^nreting 

A  thee  t.-e-.  . >:v.  a  Ik  a-ovt  of  a  Commit iy  Sia;'  out  on  the  propoziiion 
of  Joan  'Warner  John.  Darljey  and  Jonathan  Whitney  which  was  aa  fol- 
lowed i  viz  May  the  ICighlceudi  1724  we  tlnr  Subscriber?  marked  Several) 
Wales  vi/.  one  lb -a ay  f'egL>ing  at  the  Hiway  nccr  to  Caleb  Sawyers  bam 
and  Kan  as  the  markes  dii-ects  to  a  white  oak  a  Coi aier  of  John  Warners 
Land:  and  do  alow  it  to  Run  Tyenty  Rods  along  si^le  of  John  Warners 
Land:  ljut  Sanwicll  Warner  ajaieared  in  said  Aieeiing  and  Uisdr  jin  oiler 
that  if  the  Town  would  Lay  out  the  said  Hiway  along  hy  his  Hrun;  and 
Gabricll  I'reisLs  Hons  tiirough  there  Land  that  they  to  wit  Gabri  -!i  bicist 
and  Sarnuell  Warner  would  CA\c  the  Land  free  and  would  be  al  l^aif  the 
Charge  of  M a kei ng  and  Keeping  in  Repare  the  way  through  there  Land 
tlie  Connnitley  also  (have  tlie^'e  voice  tlnit  it  naiy;ht  be  as  servesab'e  xo  tlie 
puldick 

arie^ther  llivva}'  is  ntarkcfi  cut  i>egining  neer  to  the  westerly  end  of 
Calei)  Sawyei's  r'eeld  :!t  the  Hiwa)'  and  Kaneth  as  the  mark  trees  direct 
upon  to  bat  chili  and  along  by  Land  tinit  was  Laid  out  to  [Joslah]  \\  kite 
and.  it  bans  alon.g  by  the  S^^utfieriy  end  of  ihv.  Land  th.at  [/cy7/T-\;r;^]  Danil 
Vik-A  \>y  iae  northerlv  side  of  a  Corner  Mark  at  the  westerly  end  of  a  jdece 
of  Land  of  Xatininil  HapCood  and  then  it  Runs  by  said  Land  the  whol 
Lenth  of  it  tiien  it  Rnjis  eig'y  ioni-  Rods  througii  lemd  of  fiamnell  War- 
vicrs  to  J'  .nallMn  Wdiitn-yss  ar-ri  Joijatlian  Croachas  Land  and  ten  Rods  by 
said  Cro;ici;L-.  Land  and  wc  tkiid;  said  Warncj-  ought  to  be  alowed  three 
acres  in  Law  o'"  one  or  according  10  that  proportion 

\Vc  ai-r,  na'sof-al  the  Ibw.iy  in  John  Darbes  Land  and  Iind  i!  to  Run 
in  his  L'  nd  on  hundred  and  ti ft y  Rods  :v\d  we  think  he  ought  to  l.ie  alov/ed 
tlire  acres  'er  one  jAcon  kbnjtuiTON  Jonas  Houcjhtois  Covuhiitcy  this 
return  vas  evsepteri  iiie  i.in-ayes  alowed  and  y"  alowamces  Granted  by  the 
prorr'oty 


i 
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•-  i.i'vy  Gnti'.tcd  a  Con-tmittcy  io  ^vit  Joscpli  Saw^-er  James  Keyes  & 
rev  '•.!■.'■  [Tcv/j5']-;o)kI  {:<  vcw  the  Hiwalcs  propounded  for  by  Saiaueil 
}lv:j;<;  ......  [/^v//'      /'  ! 

Lri:r;-h'  thcv  Grartcc'i  v  '.'  'cciwcr-i  of  Ton  as  iroi-.Li'hton  in  .Revn^.-ual  of  a 
Hi  way  -.vbicl-i  Goeih  to  baK-li---  }.<  d  it  Runelh  throuub  *h  :  .'.and 

that  was  Da  nil  .RuLsohf  \h: .  -i  n-i..'.-  i-U'.n  ilouii  upon  the  South  l^d.-^'e  of 
it  by  die  Land  of  Joocpb  F\dir...-...k  ;       .  ; 

At  a  meeting  of  th.e  rproprierors]  February  the  .1''  1724/5  first  made 
Choyce  of  John  Houghton  Esquicr  for  a  Modf^rator  then  Reeeved  sum 
Reports  of  Comaiiltyes  formerly  Chosen  Refding  to  Sum  Hiwaies  they 
are  as  foliowcth  Janui-uy  29'''  1724  /5  Wee  llie  Subscribers  being 
Choosen  a  Ciunmittey  by  the  propriety  of  Lancaster  to  vcv  a  hi\vay  petis- 
tioned  for  by  Benjamin  Jloughton  'jj)on  tlie  Day  aboiie  said  we  went  an.d 
vewrd  tiie  Sj.iue  and  have  marked  it  out  vi^  th,r>,ugh  the  Land  of  Ebenezer 
\\'iKh.:i  il'iil)"  "Mods  then  through  the  Land  of  Ja],)az  Fairbank  twenty  niiie 
Rods  then  a  Long  in  the  Land  of  JaR.i/  1  ■airb.mk  &  Thorn  a  5  Srr.vycr  to 
Ivun  ahj:;g  half  upon  Each  thirty  four  dien  whohv  i»i  the  Land 

of  Said  Sawyer  Twenty  Eight  Rods  and  then  in  said.  Fairb-anks  Land 
Iweb/e  Rods.  JJENjA.MiN  Lfllows  Thomas  Tooker  Jonas  1-)ouohton 
Co))i})i:i']  'i'lii,-,  Rtport  was  exsepted  and  the  hiway  Confermed  accord- 
ingly b\  the  prcii-:r;ei)^  by  a  vote  in  said  meeting 

January  y'  iS''-  1724/  5  Afarked  out  a  liiway  for  the  Conveniance  of 
Samuel]  Rugg  to  Com  to  the  Contery  Ivoad  and  it  began  at  a.  -vhite  oak 
about  ten  Rods  from  tlie  no^west  atigle  of  Ids  Lai:id  winch  w-.  .  k.'ii'i  out 
for  his  ]"aih':i  on  the  norllicrly  sidp  and  Ruiis  northerly  a  Cross  tiie  Land 
of  Jon..dN.vr.  :\u3ors  Seventy  one  Rods  then  it  Run  a  Cross  sum  of  the 
Land  of  John  Moor  twenty  six  Rods  and  Corns  in  to  the  bay  Road  at  liie 
edge  of  the  jdaln  neer  a  little  Brook  where  thic  way  has  bin  diged  East- 
erly frorr,  die  porid  brook  Called  v.'est  pond  brook  James  KiIYEs  Joseph 
Sawyek  ("'■,}:!iuily  this  idway  was  Confernicd  by  a  vote,  aiid  then  the  meet- 
ing \\a.-.  ajoiiicd  to  the  first  Monday  in  ?\Lireh  next 

March  y'"  1  the  propriety  being  meet  ajorned  y<^  meeting  to  y'=  3  monday 
in  Ma}  nex  to  ten  of  y-  Clock 

It  has  been  usual  to  state  that  Josiah  FLagi;/,  whose  excel- 
lent pojimansitip  adorns  the  town  books  for  thirty-ion r  years, 
between  1800  and  1S36,  was  without  a  rival  in  tlic  leno-thi 
of  his  ser\  ice  tis  clerk  iox  I./anc.aster.  I>ut  the  signature 
of  Joiin  ITuughton,  hiter  kiiown  as  Justice  Houghton,  v<ho 
succeeded  Cyprian  vSieevens  tis  clerk  of  the  writs,  is  found 
attached  to  recoj'ds  of  lands,  petitions  to  the  court,  and 


ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


Other  public  documents,  a?  lo-.vn  cierk.  for  nearl\-  ever)' 
year  from  16S5  to  1724,  a  }i."rioJ  of  ibrtj  years-  Less 
til.. an  half  a  dozen  to\vrr-meciiriU'  records  in  liis  distinct 
c])irograi)hA'  have  been  preserved  to  our  da)',  and  in  ordy 
t'nree  <.)f  ;.ii<.-se  aie  ehveon- oi:  a.  ch'rk  noted.  In  17x9.  1 7 'f 
and  i ^; ;•  2  not  only  was  jolin  Houghton,  Esquire,  cl^osen 
clerk,  but  jnoderalor,  seleebnan  or  assessor  as  well.  He 
is  the  first  nenied  as  schoohn aster  in  any  records  of  the 
town,  jo:  e]Ai  Wijlard,  Enquire,  states  that  he  represented 
the  town  for  iburteen  years  in  tlie  legislature.  l»ut  omits  the 
yt-ars  1690  and  1692  wlvjn  J')Jn.x  Houghton  was  undoubl;" 
edlv  o]ie  of  the  two  ilepnlies  sent,  and  ineiudes  the  year 
171S  wlicn  ]  >ancasler  elecicd.  not  John  f  lough  ton  >  Sen., 
!)ut  Lienlonant  johuj  jiis  son.  We  find  the  title  Jiislice 
cnvvYi  bin;  as  early  as  17 18,  diouidi  tlie  date  of  bis  com- 

Z:y  .II- 

missios:  is  pat  down  in  the  civil  list  1729.  Perhaps  J ustice 
Hongliton  might  ha\'e  been  appointed  the  first  judge  of 
the  Woree-.L.n'  Comity  Con^l  of  Common  Pleas  in  1731. 
inste^id  of  his  younger  neighbor,  Josepli  Wilder,  but  ic»r 
his  growing  blindness.  Although  then  eighty  years  of 
age,  his  }iiental  and  physical  vigor  were  little  impaired. 

John  Houghton  was  ihe  son  of  John  and  Beatrix,  who 
in  1653  set  up  their  roof  tree  somewhere  near  Dean's,  now 
Goodridge  P>roolv.  Not  far  away  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Narrow  i.^:)r.ie,  lived  Jacob  Farrar  whose  only  daughter, 
T\Iary,  mubt  have  been  John's  nearest  playmiate.  February 
22,  1672,  V.  hen  John  was  about  twenty-one,  and  Mary 
twenty  "three  years  of  age,  slie  became  his  wife.  'J'beir 
home,  at  least  after  the  massacre  of  1676,  was  on  the  Old 
Comimnn  e.s  it  is  now  called,  though  then  and  long  after 
known  as  Ih'ide  Cake  Plain,  Thicir  house  stood  on  the 
south  side  of  tlie  liie:h\\ay  opposite  the  grounds  of  the 
State  Luhr-arlal  School.  Atler  fifty-two  years  of  married 
life,  the  wife  died  April  7,  1724.  and  January  27,  1725. 
John  I  ioughton,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  married 
Hannah  Wilder,  aged  seventy-two.    The  Boston  Evening 
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Post  for  Monday,  February  14,  1737,  tlius  bricdi}-  records 
his  death  ; 

Lancaster,  Fcbruar}-  8*!'  1736-7. 
On  3'!  Instant  died  here  (after  11  few  Day's  Indisposition)  y^*/^;/ 
Hoitgliion.  J-'.-'":  •  ill  the  Venr  of  his  ^\r;e.  He  was  a  sensiote,  reU.3;ious, 
peaceable  csJ.d  li-iv,  ful  ed  in.  l  ie  was  seiviccabie  (in  several  Capacities)  for 
rnaii)"  Yeai's  among  us.  A.  constant  and  devout  at  tender  on  all  the  Ordi- 
nances-and  Worship  of  God  in  his  House.  Tlio'  his  Eyes  were  dim  some 
Years  before  his  I^eath,  yel  his  Bodily  Strength  and  intelleciual  l'ov\'ers 
remainer]  with  him  to  an  uncommon  Degjee.  He  hath  left  b^.liind  Lim  a 
sorrovr'ful  Widow  in  the  84'^-'.  Year  of  her  Age,  under  bodily  Blindness,  arid 
who  hath  been  connned  to  lier  Bed  for  more  than  three  Years  past:  Also 
a  numerous  Offspring.  There  are  now  living  of  his  Chikiren  7,  of  his 
Grandchildren  54,  and  of  his  Great  G?vuid  Children  73,  in  all  134, 

Joscivh  Wilder,  son  of  the  second  Thomas  Wilder,  born 
in  1683,  was  proprietors'  clerk  for  forty  years,  from.  1716 
to  1757,  and  perhaps  during  some  years  previous,  the  rec- 
ords of  whicli  are  mi^^siiig.  He  also  became  town  clerk, 
in  1/37,  cont:in.iii.iig  in  that  office  seven  years.  These 
offices  lie  held  by  common  consent,  in  spite  of  the  f^ict 
that  his  penmanship  is  execrable,  and  almost  illegible  in 
the  late  years  of  his  life,  when  he  wrote  with  a  palsied 
hand.  He  vvas  deacon  in  die  Lancaster  church  for  fort}  - 
two  years,  and  representative  to  general  courl  in  1720, 
1725  and  1726.  Upon  the  organization  of  Worcester 
Courity  in  1731,  he  Vv'as  appointed  judge  and  held  tlie 
otlice  of  chief  justice  at  liis  dcatli.  He  was,  hov/ever, 
\'crv  illiterate,  excelling  all  Ids  clerical  predecessors  and 
rivalling  the  most  untaught  of  his  successors,  in  the  per- 
versity of  his  spellin,g.  Had  his  decisions  as  a  judge  been 
as  versatile  and  iridependent  of  precedent,  as  v/as  liis 
orthography,  trials  before  him  v/ould  have  liad  all  the 
exciting  uncertainty  of  the  modern  liorse  race.  In  punct- 
uation he  displayed  greater  consistency,  ignoring  it  alto- 
getljcr,  nor  deigniny  like  the  eccentric  pamphleleer  of  die 
next  generation,  to  add  to  his  work  any  postscript  su|)ply 
of  points  for  eclectic  distribution.    He  also  bears,  justly 
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or  unjustly,  the  ill  name  of  bavji •.•.>-  by  i';s  iuhtow  minded 
opposition,  prevented  the  locatir.o-  In  Lancaster  of  tlie 
county  Oiiices,  this  then  being  the  foremost  town  in  the 
new  count}- ,  He  is  charged  v/itli  having  in  his  blind  con- 
servatism, presaged  woes  unnumbered  to  the  rural  paradise 
about  hini;  should  it  become  habituated  to  the  society  of 
lawyers  and  lidganls. 

There  must  have  been  great  native  force  in  him,  as  v;ell 
as  discretion  and  tact.  Rev.  Timothy  Hai-j-ington  in  a 
sermon  preserved  in  manuscript,  headed  I\jsI  p'itncra 
Hon.  Viri  y.  Wilder  aruiigcri,  portrays  his  character  in 
these  flattering  colors  : 

God  funiibbed  liirn  with  a,  penetrating  jiidgmcnt,  strong  Reason,  ?i.i\d 
a  len.Kious  Mentory,  a-^l  -.lii,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  were  corssecrated  to 
y'-  lionour  of  irio'^l;  high.  God  was  [^leased  to  advance  hin-i  to  numer- 
ous scats  of  tru,-t  aud  Iia[portance]  in  y''  Town  Count}  and  Province, 
v/i)ich  he  filled  with  Integrity  arid  lionoe-r.  In  his  domestic  character,  a 
kind  and  faithful  flusixirid  a  tender  and  iD^iruclive  and  Exemplary  Parent, 

a  pleasant  chearful  and   Christian,  a  friend  to  Truth  and  \'iriue,  A 

lover  of  God,  man  arad  his  coa.ntry,  and  a  Benefactor  to  y"  poor  and  y*^ 
Distressed.    This,  This  is  he  whom  God djath  taken  fron:  us.  ' 

He  died  iMarch  20,  1757,  ao-ed  74.  His  v/ife,  who  out- 
lived him,  was  Lucy,  sister  of  Reverend  Andrew  Gard- 
ner. One  son,  Colonel  Caleb,  fulloAved  1dm  as  clerk  of 
the  proprietors,  and  anotlier,  Cohmel  Joseph,  succeeded 
him  in  tiie  oflices  of  town  clerk,  deacon  and  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas. 


LOVE  WELL'S  WAR. 

1722-1726. 

AlILITARY    CORR]::SPON])ENCE,  JOURNALS 
AND  MUSTER  ROLLS, 

-   in  the  M\r-^U:r  Roll  01  Sero-eant  Tliornas  Buckminster  of 

1.3 

Frrtrnir.vhani,  are  the  names  of  four  Lancaster  men, 
enL;-a/4-.:d  during  July  and  August,  1722,  in  some  service 
not  speciried  ; 

Hc'i  ; !  ■j.i.^l.ioru  J  week,  6  da  vs.  John  Lcem:m,  4  weeks,  5  days. 
John  \\  iLLi".         4  weeks,  5  days.      RicluirJ  Vvild. 

[Mas^acliuscu^  Archives,  XCI,  32.] 

In  the  Muster  Roil  of  vSergeant  S  a  run  el  V/riglxl,  serving 
Ironi  Ociobc^r  25th  to  November  2<^ih,  182 2 ,  is  ioiind  t!ie 
niime  of  Simon  Stv^vens  of  Lanca,s[er. 

[Mast.ichuseits  Archives,  XCI,  71.] 

1723.  Boston  Nov  20  i/r-j. 

Sir.  J  reel  vour  Let;-  tliis  morning  of  the  iS'''  Instaia  &  baiie 
enquired,  at  the  Sc-cry"  Oilice  concerniujz;  tlic  orders  to  Coll.  Tyng  cs:  nnd 
hy  a  ;,:real  Ne'^^leel  tliey  were  misplaced  &  never  sent  tot  w  ard.  Now  you 
acquaintin;.;  mc:  that  you  can  enlist  very  good  Men  to  conapleat  the  Num- 
ber for  yo:  Command,  These  are  to  direct  you  forthwith  to  do  it  i'':  reliuu 
me  their  Names ;  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  keep  tliem  to  tlieir  Duly  iS:  lake 
all  Occasions  if  possible  to  perform  some  Signal  Service. 

To  Lr.  Jabez  Fairbank.  W^-  Du.^f  MER 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  l.xxil,  13^.] 

Lancastkk  December  y'"  2-''  1723 
i\bi3^  it  plese  your  Hon'  -  i  have  in  ol'servance  of  your  Pion'"'  order  In- 
ii.:itc(l  fiflceii  able  bodycd  men  fit  for  service     haue  sent  the  List  of  I  hem 
licrevvidi  to  your  Hon'  vvitli  y-'  List  of  thijse  that  ware  in  y'-  service  before 
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and  hane  put  them  on  cUiify:  Iir.vu 
yet:  the  barer  is  ojk'  i!i:M  i-  in  tl::; 
Sea.'-;  Case  to  drm„ nd  :  lo  r.ivc  a  i'uU 


o  dccovery  of  v"  Incruy  as 
c  is  Capable  if  )  oar  Hon'-' 
of  our  ivianagtnucal  your 


[SKpfrscri^ed']  Scrwint  Jabez  f '.aiivi;ank. 

To  y  Hon'"'  William  Dnfner  Esq  Left  Goveriier  &  for  His  Majesties 
service,  by  Mr  Edward  }L'ir-:\vell. 


A  List  of  the  Names  of 
&  L) unstable. 

Aoron  IViliord 
BciijL  ?  }ii  u  >■  Osj^  ood 
Bci:j.indn  Houghton  ju 

Saf'iurli  Saioycr 
Jonathan  Shipley 
J  ose])h  liiood 


Th 


)f  those  Last  ia  Listed 


Soldiers  firsi  enlisted  in  Laaca,sl-r  Groatc.a 

jarnes  Shatiiick       .  .  ' 
Samuell  Scrip  tor  - 
John  Stephens  ,  .  . 

William  Larrancc     '    .  ; ;  ■ 
Jabaz  Davice 

Thomas  Chamberlin      '  .  . 
Ej^hriam  Chandler 
Benjamin.  Nicholas  ■  .■ ■  • 

Joini  Barrit 


Jo^cpJi  BliUi chard 
'Eidirlam  \VJ:-^:dcy 
David  Osgood 
jfoscph  li  "keclock 
Ezra  Sa-,i'ycr 
Bcnja  vti}i  I  la,'  v  'is 
Phijieas  Parker 
David  Satell 


Isaac  Woods 
Jacob  Lakin 
Thiomas  Lund 
Lsaac  Farwell 
'Ebenezer  Cumiui 
John  L'sher 
joa:ithan  Conabs 


LancastilR  December  the  3'^^  1723 

J  A  H  £  Z    F  A I R  }  -  A  N  K  S 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  Lxxn,  145.] 
L>a;icn^icr  names  are  priiittxl  in  ilalics. 

Lancaster,  April  28  1724 

May  if  please  your  Honour. 

Sr.  I  have  attended  your  order  refcriing  to  the  Placing  of  the  men 
at  each  To'v.i,  and  have  also  .Sent  your  Honour  the  Journalls  of  all  the 
long  Scouts.  The  Scouts  going  from  tiiree  Particular  Towns,  1  am.  not 
able  to  give  your  Honour  so  particular  an  account  of  Every  Lia\s  marcli 
as  I'ossibly  your  tloiuaur  ma.y  expect.  I  endeavour  to  Improve  tlie  men 
Constantly  to  the  most  advantage  according  to  the  Ikst  of  my  Judgment. 
If  your  Honour  Please,  I  v,ould  now  and  then  Send  out  A  Scout  at  Con- 
siderable Distance  f^'om  rh.e  Towns,  jind  I  think  it  would  be  very  agreable 
to  the  minds  of  the  People  so  to  do.^  I  stand  ready  to  attend  your  Hon- 
ours Orders  &  am  your  Honours  Most  Obedient  Servant. 

Jaeez  Fairbank. 

[MassachuscUs  Archives,  XXXVJll.  A,  65.] 
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Gkoton  May  28.  1724, 

■l/o'V  it  'pJciiS!'.  your  Honour. 

I  have  Posted  Use  hkh  Co'Tiiiiiltcd  U>  m}-  <.are  .?t  the  Towns  of  Lan- 
c.'.-icT  Un  I'.in  ]  )u*i>'  'b!;  i\:  Tutlrc)  I'ni  accf.Ti'uiL;*  to  your  Fionout's 
Orders  ;  and  Improve  llicm  in  the  best  iviunucr  1  can  for  ihe  prole;.  \  \,a\  of 
the  Feoi")]':  vv  Disco'.  t-rv  of  ilic  Enunn  and  T  think  to  Geuci'a)  Sat-:-i',u  di..;;. 
I  have  orJvred  one  lo  Tdr,  Frvseoli^  C.ueison  Eiuiiiy;  his  attendance 
on  the  Court.  1  beg  Le^n-e  further  to  acquaint  your  Ffoiioui  that  y'-'. peo- 
ple in  these  Towns  apureliend  Ihemsch^es  in  Great  Danger,  and  cannot 
(in  my  liamble  opiniori)  be  in.  any  ujeasuie  safe  with  so  small  a  number  of 
men.  1  arn  your  Idonouis 

Humble  »S:  most  obedient  Servt. 

Jabez  Falrbank 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  l.xxil, 

Lancastp.r,  jidy  r?  1724. 

May  a  please  your  Honour. 

I  recieved  your  fetter  the  Last  night  in  the  evening,  and  not  before 
the  1  ?.(!;>;, v'se  I  ndidn  have  I'lad  it  sooner  had  the  bearer  pleased,  Your 
Hoe..M  •  I  iTecicd  in  your  Letter  to  give  niiC  my  choice  of  A  Lieutejiants 
Fust  in  Gi'oton  or  I'urkey  Hilhs  or  A  Serjeants  at  Lancaster.  I  am  sen-.d- 
ble  that  Serjeants  Fay  in  Town  v/ouhl  be  as  Froii tabic  as  to  keep  co'i- 
siantly  abroad,  but  yet  uj.K.n  Some  Considci'ations  1  choose  to  Abide  in 
tlie  .Fosi  I  ani,  and  to  go  to  Groton.  1  return  my  tlianks  to  )onr  ITonoe.r 
for  the  choice  you  h.ave  given  me.  I  vrould  hiforin  )-ou.r  lloriour  tliat  on 
Monday  Last  I  sent  A  Seoul  to  Rutland  who  Returned  yesterday  and  gave 
me  aii  .Vecount  that  In  tiie  wa}'  tl^.ey  discovered  the  traclv;^  of  four  or  ji\'e 
Indians' bearing  tov»-ards  Wochoosctt  Vsdioni  they  Judged  had  been  gone  2 
or  3  days.  Yesterday  Fart  of  Groton  nren  &  Fart  of  this  Town  went  out 
for  the  week  to  range  ab(.-)ve  tiic  'Fowns  to  see  what  Discovery  th>cy  could 
?nake,  and  ]  ai^T  m3-se]f  this  Day  going  out  v,dth  wliat  men  1  can  Raise  to 
see  •s:-jiat  ]  can.  discover,  i  desire  tlie  favour  of  your  Honour,  dliat  t!ie 
soukliers  now  under  voy  Command  in  Lancaster  and  Groton  miglU  have 
the  I.ibeity  of  abiding  with  nie  or  of  being  Dismist.  .If  it  be  your  ih>u- 
our,-  Ide.rsure  to  let  hidward  Hartwell  whe>  fiath  been  a  Serjeont  under  me 
Abide  still  m  thai;  Lost  in  this  town  1  should  take  it  as  a  ia\our.  1  stand 
ready  to  attend  your  Honours  Orders  t.'v  Comnu\nds  and  am  vS: 
Your  Humble  Servant 

Jabez  Eaircank 

[Mass.nchusetts  Ar^  hi\\:s,  Lll,  9d 

Groton  July  20',''  !724. 

May  if  pleaso  your  Honour 

1  have  attended  your  orders  in  posting  the  men  at  tk;e  drowns  of 
Groion  Lancaster  ix.  Turkey  hill- — precisely  except  at  Tmkey  Hill  there  is 
but  eleven  j-aen  Capt-  Stevens  having  not  as  yet  sent  so  many  us  ordered 
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&  1  !k'.vv  TptU/it  inv  ];k':U  at  Cr^jioA  ^■!)^■•■•'  I  ]rnnr:n'e  t^-c  sov!!:^!;;-,-  ii  the 
best  iiKMiii'v'f  ]  irin  rtL'TcraMt;  to  your  oitlcr.s,  I  invc  c>rdci cd  the:'';  lo 
Lodge  in  So;no  ot  V  o:-.--s':  Exp«/st;il  Garrisons  as  oUeii  a;?  inu}-  !.u- ,  but  I 
find  -  i'!t!>.v--.  d;'»s.'.  to  lirpiovi-  So  Suirdi  a  ;ioinher  of  men  So  as  i<->  answer 
Nt/ces-diics  of  tlit;  pcop'o'  here  ;  \vho?-e  ciirumstaace.s  are  so  vorr\-  Diffi- 
].)iotreoslng  tlial  T  uoi  able  fall}-  lo  Represent  to  your  'l  louour ; 
the  Y-'KH  ]:><'(.) pie  are  insna  of  luein  oblisied  to  keep  their  own  Garrisous 
and  pari  of  them  linploycd  as  Guards  ;a]  tajnus  are  at  their  Labour 
whose  whole  Titne  woald  be  fall  Little  e:i0.:;ai  ije  expeaJed  in  Getting 
Bread  for  thei.  families.  My  o\vn  Gairisoa.  at  Lancaster  is  very  much 
exposed  a:  with  llair-ble  Submission  I  tJiiuk  Ivoquires  Protection  os  much 
as  any  in  that  Town,  therefore  I  Hitnibly  iiray  your  Honour  would  be 
pleased  to  give  aie  Leave  to  ;:>e)St  a  Souidiei  there  Dm-eini"^  mv  al)senee  in 
the  Service  of  the  province,  1  beg  your  Honours  Pardoii  for  givin;j;  } ou 
this  Trouble,  and  ask  Leave  to  Subscribe  rnySelle 

Your  most  Obedient  11  amble  Serv! 

Jadez  Fairuanks. 

[.Mc-ssachuseUs  Archives,  LIl,  i6.j 

Lieutenrint  Jabez  Fairbank  was  a  grandson  of  Jolisi 
PrescotL  [lis  father,  Jonas,  and  two  brothers,  Joshua  and 
Joijaihan,  were  shun  in  lhe  early  Indiau  wars.  Tiie  stone 
over  his  gn).\'^  in  the  old  buryhig  ground  reeords  that  he 
died  in.  i/^^s  ^'pl^  d  aix)ut  84  years  :  the  recorded  dale  of 
his  birth  however  is  "  S*''  ii"''^-  1670."  The  ibllowiuL^  jour- 
nals <irc  not  in  tlie  handv/riting  of  F;:iirbai),k,  nor  are  they 
all  by  one  biand.  A  sergeant  or  ckrk  made  up  the  report 
of  vdcli  scout  fi:>r  the  Lieuten;int  to  sign,  and  hence  the 
diversity  in  expression  and  spelling.  The  names  of  loccd- 
ities  mentioned  are  of  interesL  Journals  of  tlie  scouts  b}^ 
Lam  isbu'  sohiiers  only  are  here  tidnscribed.  Those  fi'om 
Dunsiabie  and  Groton  were  similar  and  equally  numerous. 

Lancaster  December  tlie  6*-^  17-3. 

A  Journal  of  Scoutes  s'^nt  (uii  By  Liec'  Jabez  fiuhauk  first  to  quaso- 
punican  and  lo  as^oaleiick  hill  and  nvjud  the  turkey  Hills  and  another 
Scout  up  Wecariiekit  arul  to  \Vicka[)i!u  ue  an.,!  to  Beehil!  and  to  t!a-  |:'arke 
amidier  seoat  senU:  lo  x^risiiacum  pond  and  to  Stillwater  and  to  Lulkiiid 
and  th<.n  m*  Lan.(\->>ter  again 

Jaiatary  the  6*-  1/2;}..  ^ec 
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Aot't'ic;  Svcui  scnte  Nash.iwa  viuer  to  3-'^  rolo  stone  Hill  and  to  ilie 
Waclu: Hills  uru]  to  riuJaiid  and  to  S-brubury  and  on  the  carls  } s/:/r/-s'\ 

of  VVav.  :■. 

a.;u      ■  '  v;i^:c  V\-r,\i  tJie  \vood:i  to  rull^nd.  and  froiii  tlscu-X'  to 

Brookiirici  and  {I'^  v,  ri.  tiu  ri.'^ 

anotJ-.er  Scoutc  SvuU:  thrt.-u  the  woods  to  groton  and  from  tiience  to  the 
Tu^;key  Hills  &-c, 

February  172-4.  anotiier  Sconte  sent  to  wanomihouck  ponds  i^c 
cilied  jO  mUes  froni  Lancaster  and  from  thence  to  wachusets  hills  and 
iToni  tlien<>-  to  Oi.SL-ciioxil  kddis  &  washacorn  jjouds  and  then  horn 

aniilii^r  Scoutc  sent  to  Vv'atatick  hill  called  20  miles  from  Lancaster  and 
came  b.oin  By  die  Diraon  hills 

aiiotliei  Sc'j\iLe  scnte  to  the  Tu!-key  liill  to  niashapoge  pond  to  cateconi- 
moug  p'jnd  to  nijcliecowaloiink  pond  and  came  horn  By  Lancaster  north 
riuer. 

ajj0the.r  Sconto  sent  to  rockc  liills  and  to  quiticous  bills  and  to  tlie  red 
stone  and  came  bom  By  Geoi-gc  Hill. 

i^iarch  I  1721  aiiotl)er  Seoute  sente  to  tlie  Tnrkty  liills  and  so  to  rang 
the  woods  upon  tlicre  front  and  to  mnlbpars  riucr  and  to  Squan,icock  riutr 
and  to  ibt  Ki^ad  of  So^vbegon  lincr  and  cross  tlie  woods  to  Lancaster. 

anotlicr  sent  to  nicnajLi.snuck  hills  and  up  the  strcmes  tbat  run.  Jnlo 
Nashav.  uay  riue]  and  tlien  returned. 

another  Scoutc  to  mashapouge  hill  and  penequid  entervails  and  to 
monipnet  Brook  and  to  the  fall  Brook  and  to  Harris  enterval  and  then 
horn. 

April  I  1724.  anotber  Scoute  Sent  to  gard  the  men  at  work  at  Turkey 
hills  and  to  Scout  abouglit  thenn 

anotlier  .Scoute  Sente  up  to  V/acliusets  Brook  and  to  rarig  tbe  woods 
upon  the  frount  of  Lancaster  and  to  gard  the  people  at  there  plow  working 
in  the  woods.'  Yours  to  sarve 

Jabez  farbank 

[MassacluiscHs  Archives,  xxxvill,  A,  ^19-50.] 

Lancaster  February  5 1723/4 
A  Journal  of  a  Scout  of  ten  men  sent  out  by  Liuet  Jabez  fairbanks  i , 
to  Tm-key  Hills  &  from  thence  to  y-  Dimon  Hills  and  to  the  Liead  of 
Aiullipui's  riuer  and  to  the  kkxad  of  Squanicook  river  and  from  trtence  to 
the  Liejid  of  Sownegon  riuer,  to  the  Watatick  Hill  and  then  steared  to 
wards  tbe  grand  svanadriock  Hill,  and  from  thence  to  Wanominock  ponds 
and  iVom  ibence  to  Wacbuseis  Hills  and  to  O.vsechoxets  Hills  and  mostly 
to  such  places  as  the  Lidains  aie  .moste  Likely  to  Houat  In  tli^re  coming 
to  oar  Towns. 
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Savvice  ^^'>  Ni  )  \    *]        o  <■  i  i)  js  li,  \ 

I    i   L))^\  vun  I]     L'.KLL  Ezra  Sawyer 

jf>HN  Bennit  Isaac  f Ai<A\\"OK']"]i 

||       t       '      1      i(  i\ loses  WlLLARD 

JJal'jjj  ^'bi^ooij  John  Eami-s 
Yoii.rs  to  cornniand 

JAEP:Z  FAIRi^'-ANRE 

[Massachusetis  Archives,  XX.WiLi,  53.] 


Lancaster,  April  2S,  1724 
Jurn,;ils  of  the  Scouls  Sent  out  By  Lift  ftarbank  to  Wachusets  and 
froin  thence  to  Rutland  and  tlten  return''-  to  Lancaster  again  to  gard  the 
fields, 

iTiay  2.  and  another  Scoute  Scjite  to  tiie  Oxsechoxits  hill  and  to  garde 
the  people  abought  there  feiids. 

may  6  another  Scoute  Sente  to  Turkey  Idiils  and  from  thence  to  mas- 
hapoge  llihs  and  so  dov/n  Lancaster  north  River  and  Ln  to  J^ancaster  to 
gard  the  feiids  at  Lancaster.  - 

niay  10  anodier  Scoute  Sente  up  Nashaway  River  to  Wachiiseis  Ponds 
and  tlien  reLUiaed  to  La.' -easier  to  garde  y'-  feiids,  another  Scoute  Sente 
to  rutland  and  bom  By  wachusets  hilL 

may  14  another  Scoute  sent  on  the  v.-est  of  Lancaster  Town  io  rang 
the  front  on  the  Back  side  of  the  feiids, 

may  the  28'r  another  scoute  of  five  men  sente  up  Nashaway  north  River 
tow  on  one  side  and  tov,  on  the  other  side  and  so  up  said  river  aboug'U  ten 
imks  io  a  hiU  called  Rolestone  hill  and  from  tlicnce  to  Lancaster  again  to 
gard  rncn  at  there  work  in  their  feiids 

June  the  hrht  da}-,  a  Scoute  wente  to  Wachusets  ponds  and  frcn.n  thence 
to  Crow  hill  and  from,  thence  to  Biick  sid  of  the  Rocke  hill  and.  from  thence 
to  Rocke  Hiii  meadow  and  to  Cliesnut  hill  to  wickepocket. 

June  liie  4^'^  another  Scoute  sente  to  Turky  hills  and  from  thence  to 
Bennits  nieadov;  and  to  Whites  pond  ami  io  Lancaster  to  gard  the  feiids. 
Yours  to  Command. 

jAri}%z.  I-'arbank 

[Ma:5sachnsetts  Arc] livcE;,  xxxvin,  A,  64,1 
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MISTER  ROEL  OF  THE  COATPANY  OF  JABEZ  FAIRBANKS, 
CAETAEn,  JUNE  18,  172.4. 

La/ifr-'i'/er. 


1      >  E:vr])aiiks  Et. 

3f  weeks  service 

31 

0 

0 

£d.v:iid  Harhvell  Scijt. 

3!      do  do 

20 

^3 

4 

8  T 

Aron  Willard  Cealie 

4 

2 

10 

James  Boufrbton  " 

22  5 

1 1 

7 

I 

Jno.  Benniit  " 

14 

7 

Avori  WiJiard 

]6  6 

8 

8 

6 

E]dE'  Wht^ler 

20  6 

10 

8 

6 

Isaar  Fa}Tp.vori]i  - 

7  6 

3 

i3 

6 

Samuel  Sa\v)"er  " 

3^ 

^5 

TO 

<1 1  cl   Oct  * 

28  6 

T  A 

f, 

2S  6 

g 

6 

1  )  1         {'i'^  on  rid  " 
1  'Ji  .  It.;  \.'S^(JUs-l 

28  6 

18 

1.  J  L  ,  ;  1  .   f  1  '  1^1^ (./OH 

3^ 

1  r' 

E  r,i ;  ..rl  J  XCfXS                  * ' 

J  '- 

I  0 

i  )'J  ,  )  ,   ;  i i  " 

S 

Crofon. 

Phinias  Parker  Serj': 

7 

4 

13 

4 

Jo-''  Shipley  Semi 

9  I 

4 

31 

1 5 

30 

J  a'  Sliaduc'Ii 

3f 

15 

!0 

Sauiuel  Screpter 

3' 

E^ 

10 

W'''  Eawrance 

3J 

^5 

10 

Josiaii  Bauden 

21  5 

10 

18 

6 

Jacob  Ames 

2S  6 

14 

s 

6 

Baac  Worlds 

28  6 

14 

8 

6 

Jason  Williams 

28  6 

14 

8 

6 

Natli'  Eawrance 

28  6 

14 

S 

6 

juna  Sh'/pley  serj' 

21  6 

14 

J I 

6 

Jon-''  Bian<.hard  Serj:  Danstal>]e 

28 

6 

19 

4 

10 

Juna  Ikitlcrfield  Sent''-  Cheusford 

28 

2 

'4 

2 

10 

Noali  Jolrn.>(.)u 

iRjubou.rne 

28 

2 

t4 

2 

10 

Jno  Barrett 

Cheinsford 

28 

2 

14 

2 

10 

Til  OS  Chandjerlin 

Croton 

28 

2 

14 

10 

Jabez  Davis 

Tlavcrh.iil 

28 

2 

14 

2 

10 

i;enj-  Nichols 

Redding 

28 

2 

14 

2 

ID 

Ei;en  Vir^'in 

Cliv'dnsford 

28 

2 

14 

10 

Joseph  Chamherliri 

do 

20 

6 

10 

8 

b 

Jno  Wright 

Dracut 

7 

3 

3 

3 
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Beiija  Ciiarnbt  rih-s 

ClielnsfoiYl 

3 

6 

) 

1 8 

6 

Jon-  jiikiitjli^ 

3 

5 

I 

'7 

I 

Jno  Will IDS 

D  racu  i 

2  1 

}.  0 

f5 

S 

Mich'  (;i!lson 

GvoUmi 

6 

5 

3 

7 

I 

Kph)-'''  CiiauiKllcr 

Aiiiver 

1 6 

3 

8 

4- 

3 

W'".  Cuirin)iriy;s 

Dud  stable 

J 1 

6 

5 

iS 

6 

For  Bellitting  The  above  men  979  Weeks  o:  2  Days 
at  5  p  Week  244.  16.  6       '  ■ 

Jabez  faireank 

[Massachus-its  Archives,  XCI,  124. 1 

Lancaster  Marcli  y-  j8,  172,-] /5, 

/Ifay  it  phase  your  Iloiv.mr. 

According  to  your  Honours  leave,  &  orders,  the  Jnlialjittants  of  tins 
T'jwii  \^hicll  cnircd  their  names  ha\'e  hitlierto  Scouted  in  their  turn:\,  lill 
wow  Colon'  Tj'iig  has  sent  for  all  y'^  Scout  &  standing-  Soldiers  to  appeat 
next  Wednes-.hiv  V,  ill;  50  Dayes  provision  at  Dunstable,  the  niosi  of  our 
inh-ibitaois  iitleHy  refuse  lo  go;  tlv;uigh  men  listed  in  y-  scout  :  &  se\ eivil 
oi  them  havi'  lifted  undei  Cap'"  Wj-ite.  1  humbly  beg  your  Hon'' will  -^end 
me  y  roihaiids :  v;ho  am  y''  Hon'".'  most  Mumble  most  ol^edient  Sew!  to 
Comand.  Euwakd  HARTWELi. 

[Massacbur.ctts  Archives,  I.XXIL  221.] 

Lancastki--,  March,  iS;''  1724/5 

May  a  please  yoirr  Ilcawh-r. 

Se  We  the  snb-cribers  having  lately  been  Infoi-med.  that  by  an  onler 
from  your  Honour,  Cull  Tyng  bath  ordered.  Cap  I  Jr.siah  V/illavd  of  'j\;r- 
h'e\'  Hill,  to  be  at  Durauable  with  aU  thiC  men.  iirider  Ids  connuand,  \n 
Groton,  T.ancasf.er,  ^.^  Turkey  Hill  ;  with  fifty  Da}S  piu'rision  ready  tu 
march  from  thence,  the  next  Wednesda)-,  must  crave  leave  to  Inform  your 
Honoiu",  that  t'le  ;nen  ihat  are  sent  for  from  among  us,  are  the  uiost  of 
them  lniia!;>itanis,  Imployed  in  Scouting,  th.ose  that  aie  Inhabitants  a;-e 
frequent'}'  changed  by  l,eave  froin  you.r  Honour,  so  tiiat  souk'  that  are 
.bnph';.\ed  ai-e  lieads  of  flmndys.  We  would  Intreat  your  Honour  to  Con- 
sider oui  Ciic\nnstana:cs,  and  that  the  time  when  w^e  may  expect  the  enem}- 
upon  us,  is  at  hand,  and  tiiat  we  slird!  Ije  great]}-  weakened,  and  exposed, 
if  our  men  are  now  removecL  besides  tlie  Great  Damage  which  familys  will 
sustain  hereby.  Moreover.  A  Considerable  Number  of  our  men,  are  !)ut 
Just  return<:-d  home,  that  have  beeii  out  against  the  Eueriiy.  witli  Capt 
Lovel,  arid  \"'.e  have  reason  to  suppose  that  a  tronsideralde  Number  of  ti-!en\ 
will  go  voluntarib,-  again  Vvitli  Mr  White  who  we  understand  is  designed  to 
go  out  again  in  a  sliorl  time.  We  would  also  add,  that  as  we  understand 
tlie  point  Crjh  Tyng  designs  to  UKii-ch  on,  we  cap.n.)t  Inuigine  that  we  shall 
be  much  guarded  by  ihm.  We  would 'therefoie  huml!^-}-&  earnest'}'  intieat 
your  fh':>nonr  tlial  all  among  u.s  under  pay  n-;ight  abide  svitii  u.s  and  not  be 
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Kcn'Ovto.  V\'e  wo'il-'i  crave  leave  Jus!  lo  Intimate  to  your  Honour  referr- 
ifi;:;  to  Tnrke\-  Hi!],  that  it  aU  the  men  that  are  ^eiit  for ;  must  ge,,  ilu: 
familys  tiierc  v.-ilJ  be  ia  a  n.Manei  wholly  destitr.tc  of  men.  \Vv  uiu;  a 
\'--a>-  H (■•■:!,■•  )r  5'ij,nr>;  tor  Vv»-.r  Keadiaess  lo  ia^iii'\' our  desire-,,  aiu!  ].<.,]■-:: 
V'.a  'dii  vtiH     :,  Who  arc,   Voiu   Honours  \r.-  >si  humble  and  most 

r.'-:iii:iO  S.  laanls.  jfUiX  HoucriTON 

FiiTEf;  JOSLEN 

For  the  Horn )ura!-)]e  Eohraim  Wilder 

Wiijiam  Dvimmer  Esq:  Lieut.  Govcrnour  in  L'r.ctoii. 

These. 

[Masscichiisea.s  Archives,  LXXO,  22a.] 

March .  1724.    Li.  Gov.  Duinmer  to  Colonel  Elea^cr  Tyng. 

Sir,  I  here  enclose  Lei:'-o-  1  hnve  red  troni  Laricaster,  Wch  I  Jiave 
fully  consider-,  and  think  it  |-o;  par  to  limit  yon  to  sixty  men  for  youj- 
march  ai  m...st.  and  that  yun  leave  the  Rest  to  i"»c  a  .Security  to  3^  Town?, 
especially  'j  aoa.a  i iilis  which  is  very  much  eapo-ed,  cv  let  Lan.caster  & 
Groton  likewise  have  their  Proportion  of  men  left ;  I  think  it  proper  like- 
wise 10  re  strain  tiea  Time  of  your  Ixanp;  oidi  to  t'»rt}-  Dn}'s  which  you  mu.st 
n-M.  exceed  nnltss  upon  a  i^ood  Pro.s])ect  of  meetinc^  w*''  the  Enemv,  and 
therefore  lake  but  40  Days  j'n.vi.^ion  :  v;'-'''  uiay  be  lcne;then'^  out  If  O.xa- 
sioj:s  require,    if  \-ou  tuid  it  )'L':v--^aj ,  may  as^ui-e  those  tliat  are 

Inh.abitants  are  ready  *S:  f  irwnrd  tor  tills  Service,  That  the)-  s.hall  be 
continued  in  \\\  \  aftcj-  rlie  AicU'ch  is  pei'fornV'  and  tliat  the  others  sliali  be 
di>iid>.-  -',  N'oii  nar-i  1  ^e  sure  to  su|~)i)ort  your  ariilnaidt}"  by  a  proper  or  reso- 
lute  Manayvaiicnt  in  tliis  aiTaii .  I  suspect  Ll.  I lartwell  has  been  cceicern'' 
in  a:'-d'i:."  i'lu  iJiscuntent.  among  the  I'eople.  You  must  tiiereioie  make 
strict  iCnquiry  Whether  it  be  so  or  not  &  let  me  know,  X:  I  shail  deal  with 
Hiui  acc(>rding]\a  You  ma)  take  a  skilful  Pilot  waih  )a-u  who  will  iie  enti- 
tultd  to  y^  Estaidished  Pay^^:  if  the  Docter  mentioned  is  waliing  to  serve 
trear  to  y^'  pxajerosity  of  (den'  Court  for  wduit  He  may  bee  allowed  above 
S'-rd.dicrs  j^a) .  It  v.  ill  jie  ver)  weli  tor  you  to  take  Him  &  therefoia,-  )aau  sh 
enc()urac;e  ins  Going.    You  have  inclosed  the  Cornmiss  you  desir'' 

fMns.sachiisetis  Archives,  L.x.vu.  222.] 

May  it  -please  your  Honour . 

According  to  \-o\\x  orders  I  have  Ijcen  at  Lancaster  and  accordinply 
naadc  enquiry  into  tire  Conduct  of  Lieut  Hartwcll  and  cannot  tlnd  that  he 
ha«  l>een  in  liic  least  measure  to  Ldame.  but  on  tiie  contrary  didi  adl  t'rat  lay 
in  his  Powe!  ua  promote  &  fuiilan-  the  I)e^,igne  your  Honour  Conianded  us 
to  go  upon.  Wee  marclied  ve'terday  &  CannH  the  last  night  at  3-'^  Mouth 
of  Neesonkeep;  bri.>r)k.    I  am.  \'our  Honj:vaa's 

Most  oljcd^  Humlde  Scrvk 

Eleazar  Tvn'G 

Xatacook.  Aj» :  r.  9  in  }•''  morning, 

P  S    Inelosetl  I  send  tdrose  |)aper:.  arcorciiiTg  to  your  Honom-s  iy:6: 
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LAMC/ASTiiR  August         23  I725. 

Afay  it  ple.-^c  voiir  riojicr  : 

cl  i         \        ](i  C    ^  '  ^  -  1  1 

h  )\^  '        !    I  I     t    i  U  \  11  1     -     I      t      ,       1       ,  r  I'  ^  K      J  t 

Kpm  \    f    !  '   i  ^    t      \  »  1  1    '    I  <    IT!  T  \  u»  J  X 

fu   i       II  i  1  vj     (.    s  C  q       i\  I  11} 

King  UK)  Co  *Ci_, ,  1         1' '}       1  -     jf'-     Po''  'o  kl    ^  ^, ^  ^ 

pleasuer  hei  ein  by  y^'  barei  : 

Your  Hon''''  most  Huoible  Servent 
by  y«  hand  of  Ensigne  Oliver  Wilder.  Iidward  Hartwell 

[Massachusetts  Archives  LII,  249,]  "  ••' 

Edward  Hart  well  removed  from.  Lancaster  and  was  for 

mar>y  years  LunenbiD-g's  most  prominent  citizen,  serving 
as  representative  for  the  town  after  he  was  eighty  years 
old.  In  1750  he  was  appointed  Jndge  of  the  Conn:  of 
Common  Pleas.  Reverend  Peter  Whitney  closes  a  sketch 
of  Ins  career  thus  :  ''and  hnall}^  he  died  m  the  ninetj'  sev- 
enth 3'ear  of  his  age.  as  full  of  pietj--  as  of  days." 


Lancaster  May  9-/  1725. 

/]/^7j'  zf  please  your  IIo>iour. 

Being  returned  home  I  thoii<:fiit  myself  ohiidged  to  Infer ai  your  Honour 
that  on  the  5*;'  of  April  last,  I  went  from  Lancaster  to  Dunstnlijic  and  the 
8'''  Day  of  April  fi-ont  thence  up  Marrimack  witli  30  men,  two  of  v.iiich 
came  back  in  A  sliort  timie,  one  of  them  being  taken  sick,  and  ether 
having  scalt  iiim.self  yery  badly.  I  marcht  up  Marrirnack  about  130  mile, 
and  tliere  discox'cred  some  signs  of  Indians,  some  old,  whicli  we  Judged 
were  made  sometime  this  winter  and  one  new  track  on  the  Bank  of  the 
River,  wch  Wf^  judged  ha.d  gone  but  a  few  days  before  1  sent  out  scouts 
but  could  discover  notlnng  furtlier.  Vv^e  then  turned  off  to  y''  Wcstv/ard 
towards  Coos,  marched  10  miles  tlie  2.4^'"  of  A|:)ril  Att  evening  one  of  our 
men  viz  Sam''  Mossman  of  Sudbury  being  about  Encamping,  took  hold 
of  his  Gun  that  stood  aiuong  some  Bushes  drew  it  towards  h.im  with  the 
'muzzle  towards  him  some  twigg  caught  hold  of  the  cock,  the  Gun  went 
off,  aiid  shott  him  th^'ogh.  he  died  Imedia.le]y.  We  wera  across  to  Con- 
necticutt  River  came  down  that  to  Northueld  and  from  thence  across  the 
woodis  to  Lancaster,  vre  g^;tt  in  yesterday.  I  have  endeavoured  f^iithfully 
to  attend  your  HoriOLU-s  orders  rd.re;id}'  recieved,  and  if  yrur  Hononr  has 
any  furtn.er  service  for  me  I  desire  your  Honour  vvould  let  me  know  it.  I 
liave  not  as  yet  con;plcaicd  my  Journal,  hut  hope  to  finish  it  in  a  short 
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obrilier.1  Iv!;::: 

On.  i)-^  :,t  .■  ■  .-r-.^  'v        (  JOiiN  Wi-iTE 

r:>r  t;-:.;'  "  '  •     '  ^^-r. 

Leivl  (;.ov<:ru.oui- ^:x:c.  in  nM  .ir--),  These 

Sir,  I  h:.\e  (be  Account  of  }■■'  March  &  Return  by  3-our  Letter  of  {be 
9^''  [nstant  vV  AiKunvc  of  }uur  Proooebings,  tho  I  am  Ijeurtiiy  ^Yieved,  for 
♦  of  l^'"-  M:''"),  b:  •\V(r'b>'v  bra  so  mnn.\-    ;b-r.|  ^^i'  Ar'-ii.-iiN 

o!"  b  i-  flind  b/'ve  u/^l  be..-;)  sufi;ci-:;ii  to  v,;oi(  our  Feor'b'  of  li:C  ]...ibvi:^  -^.f 
sucIj  I(;(bsci etfjn.  The  Stasou  bibng  )■. ; ab-.':' ii.:cd  lor  ibj  /\;j|r-'.oa!iCi: 
of  the  F.nerav,  and  it  be  in, 2;  more  jibely  io  meet  ^vith  tbcm  now  than 
before,  I  desire  you  \v«^u!d  -^c,  oi;t  v  bh  the.  Same  Nirniber  of  Mtr,  &  upon 
the  same  E-tabbl^hm'  -.sbict'  wi'i  bo  n  you;  3  should  be  glad  you  cotikl 
inuiiediatph"  jjroc;0:'b  b.  uoba  Oj.  "\'  ;:  .:cr  Roil  for  }our  two  Marches  upoa 
yonr  Return.  For  ri:  '  d'  o  n-  wir!  otherwise  be  lost  at  this  critical  Juncture . 
bbjwever  if  yoo.  a  ■  -  a  a;  a  -,i>ie  to  'bown  le-  bierc  be  no  Deia}- ;  Jf  any  of 
}'aa  OT^i"  vM-a  baaa'/^'ad  to  go  ov;t  a^.  'a  yea  rnust  enUst  others  to  naba^  up 
)-om-  number,  I  shall  not  proscrili.:.  ray  'Ro-.-t  to  you,  you  being  best  able 
to  judge  where  the  Ibicmya  a}  '^a  ri^ett  witli :  Carry  out  as  mncli  Pro- 
visio}:;  a-  you  can,  Tlait  so  you  niayn"  bo  obbged  to  retvirn  ver)'soon:  Be 
very  sibau  &  watclbu!  on  your  xMarch  b:  Ambushmcnts.  I  heartily  wish 
you  Success,  and  am  y*  Serv' 

Boston  II  bbiy  1725.  W'"'  Dummer 

Capt  AVlute 
Capt  Welds 

[Massacla.isetts  Archives,  ixxil,  233.] 
DijNSTABLE  Jul}  the  IO :  1725. 

b.a?;'  7>  /b:'.'7a:  _v.";Vr  /;bv."V 

Old  Chslstiars  Doing  this  morning  Reirig  Taken  with  a  violent  Bleed- 
ing Cau'-ebt  our  Co:rij)anyes  to  stop  and  within  a  fen'  hours  l^e  fbied  ..K:  the 
otiier  moiumcks  are  not  willing  to  Leave  him  before  he  is  Ihiried  ."v-  out 
clorinc  is  to  marcii  oaer  Mebuuack  River  and  There  to  Ibake  a  True  List 
of  our  mens  Naio.a.,,  b:  shall  march  as  Quick  as  Possible.  Who  Remain 
Still  your  PIcnour»  at  Cofiiand  JoHK  White 

Seth  Wyman 

[Ma?5achu5r-:tts  Archives,  LII, 

1725.  June  10.  Answering  a — 'RMemorial  of  Capt  Joh.n  White. 
Shev.iug  tliat  loo  lia^  latci)-  raised  a  Comnan)'  of  XTbum tiers,  vho  have 
liuide  I'wo  I\bu'che,>  agairast  tlie  indiarj  bbienng  That  the  Meriiorialist,  in 
raiding  ilic  said  Company  of  Vb'jkn'/daj's  has  been  at  greater  exj^sence  tfian 
what  his  Wages  have  ani^uuted  to,  iie  having  no  more  Allowances  or  Pay 
than  a  Private  Man  of  the  said  Vohuiliers  is  entitled  to,  praying  that  as 
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\vh?.l  he  (li'j  in  |ne  ro.i<i  Vohr--tivrs  wjs  vifh  :i  View  and  1  )csuvn  to 

serve  the  Ju-c-r--.;      il:.-;  r'n.n-ini  e,  l-.c  m.;y  !':\vci  r.ucl)  Rccon-i pence  • 

y.nd  Satis-.f.i'.-ii-  s  ^^ii  S^m-.^-     j-,  m  ihr;  Wi<d^;eTi  lUid  jJouniy  of  ihis 

Cou.rt  shall  ••cvai  ;--cvi iv  ■>•<•  ••^■■.i.;nds  v/vre  a'iO\'/..-d  by  the  General 
Court. 

[Masse.djusPti.s  Rccord5. —  Journal  of  General  Coiir',] 

Insiructions  to  Cnptahis  Millar d,  White  and  lilanchard. 

S''.  Havinjj;  Co".nrnissio:iated  y.'.u  to  Command  a  Company  of  VoK'.n- 
tiers  against  the  Indian  Enenn-,  you  are  hereby  Direeted  to  Exej-cise  and 
m-iintain  £m:>oc1  T3'iscirdine  and  C'overnmenr.  roviono;  ynui'  Officers  and  S-;;]- 
diers  and  to  Su])prcss  a'Kl  pujiish  a]l  Disordvi-s.  \'ice,  and  Innnoraiity  and 
to  Keep  u]j  the  Worship  of  God  in  your  said  Company.  You  must  march 
to  Pig\\'ackel,  vnless  you  shah  upon  mature  Consid-radon  Jvid^^e  any  other 
tour  more  ellecti!.ai  for  il.ie  service,  withal]  Convenient  lyispatch  Joinin?, 
such  Conijxmys  of  Voiun tiers  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  as  shall  be  ready 
to  }/rocecd  wit!)  )•< y-:-.  and  from  thence  marcli  to  s'.'ch  pl-ices  wjicre  bv  your 
1  a L(.:li;pencc  'nay  j udge  i I  probable  to  meet  with  the  Indian  Enemy.  If 
you  Judge  it  necessary  to  keep  tiie  'vlvjie  body  together  in  order  to  aUaek 
any  Tribe  or  SeUlemtait  of  'nvUans  I  shali  appi'ove  of  your  so  doing.  o*ii- 
wise  that  Tv'o  Conipanys  or  halfe  your  Eody  proceed  Eastw'!  &  tlie  oiiier 
hab"e  \(^  p:-wrecd  from  Ligwackct  to  Strike  o\-er  to  Annescoggin  .5c  Kenne- 
beck  i'vivcay  ». udeavonring  fo  get  hiigher  lip  the  sa id  Rivers  then  the  places 
of  the  Indians  Seldernents  one  i >any  of  vvhicli  to  Come  down  Annes- 
coggin  River  to  Fori  George  ^Iv  iiie  otlier  down  Keimcbeek  River  to  Rich- 
mond, and  if  }our  pio;ision  should  f'dl  slioi-t  so  as  rhnt  the  -.vhole  caer?ot 
be  sufficiently  fu rnisli''-  for  the  march  to  Amrescoggin  &  Kennebeck  Riecrs, 
some  of  your  Feebkest  men  rriust  Come  into  Lerwick,  Th.e  remaining  part 
of  the  body  to  go  oft"  to  the  Norlii  Westward  in  Quest  of  the  Indian  En- 
emy said  to  be  tl^ere  taking  wilii  them  viie  Vohawks  for  their  Guides,  Let 
your  Marches  be  wltli  all  d.ie  Secrec)  .K:  Silence  as  weil  as  Dispatcli,  you 
are  Capable  of.  You  must  Kill,  Take  &  Destro}-  to  the  n.tmosi  of  your 
power  al]  thie  Enemy  Indians  you  can  meet  witli  in  \our  March,  &  Search 
for  tijeir  CoiT!.  i.!*e;i!-ovi ng  all  you  c;m.  tLnd.  And  give  Intelligence  froni 
time  to  time  of  ev-LS^,-  drmg  of  In'sporlance  that  may  happen. 

[Massachusetia  Archives,  Lxxry  250,] 

This  seems  to  l-)e  a  rough  draft  of  a  circular  letter,  thcic  being  ii;  t)ie  original  fre- 
quent iiiterhneatio;i:5,  aiierations,  and  erasures. 

Orders  to  Capt  Mliite       I] 'y  via  a  Au^^  7  1725. 

Received  an  acct.  from  Coll.  Wentworih  of  your  relurne  to  Coclieco.  I 
am  very  sorry  for  the  Sickness  ef  the  difnculiys  of  a  wet  Season  that  has 
attended  your  unirel!,  &  niake  no  dout  but  you  ha\-e  done  the  nttmost  prac- 
ticable under  these  pressmes  *a;  misfortunes,  but  since  It  has  Pleased 
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2  2' 


God  hsh'y.U:  [•., 

V.-''  the  I'r^K/'r-.- 

[  ^-o.■!p  Ik;-;;,  ; 


11  lO  I'M  .;,':':.; 

inc  &-  d!i>";nn(!  vour  Coi 


[jMassacbn.-Ciis  Archives,  IJi,  '-J.-t}.] 


The  Petition  of  Eunice 


.\;^7i/  m  Ceneyat  Court  As^t-i' 


White  late 


of  L:ii<:::\:-n:\'  (}■ 
band  in  h;.~  iiic 

for  ti.ic  jTooC:  c 


}  Iv.mbi\-  Shewci.h.  That  Whereas  your  PeV 


.]ry  marches  agi  ll^e 


172_]      I7e5  as  well  ns  at  other  times 
e  IinUan  iin  :  -;  a'-d  did  other  services 
ive  and  vii-orous  in  the  .Defence 


thereof  aeainst  those  barbnrous  Salva £:«•-?,  not 


-ding  hi.  lia-:  bi 
knowii  to  nvin' 


lono'ir  to 


wlif.Tfof  ynw  Pet!  would  hurnb 
Vo!  Pet';  sd.  husband  altho  he  liad  d 
CO  ni  Ml  and  vet  vol  un  tar  lb;  Enlisted  hi 


1  oil 


d  c' 


ram; 


because  h. 
ni 

marcli  d-'y 


im>sei. 
(  1 


1!!! 


as  an  untier  (.Jlncer 


I  X 

lesired 


penormea  in  a  \'ery  aimcii! 
necticut  at  his  own  cost  an* 
1   t  I       t  1  <  0 


nie  v!ien  tiiey  ku ieci  the  Ten.  icon 
Forty  da\s,  Then  ';>:■  ]■>.;. rf.^rnied 
ninecfirul  River  tlii.-d-iii-.;  to  meet  v 
>rt  ].)unimer,  bein.y,-  uui  th-irly  loin-  d 
:rc-'-.<  :  'i  b'-'v,  in  al.if.int  '.iit^iu  fiay^  t 
Pi;  V  aeket  to  bury  Capt.  Love; 
ii  season  of  the  yeyr.  Then  ite 
i       1  ) 


-cian  toil  tiicre.  tun 


of  his  aim,  he  returned  hon-.e  and  then  cniisted  a  Conipany  of  V.olnttt'.er 
and  ni arched  aesignins,  for  a  Port  be}  ond  Pi;:;wirbet,  bin  w as  ta'-ec  'del- 
^  l1  1    '        r  t  c)     I  (1  f 

widow  with  seven  Children  the  Eide-t  about  Fifteen  yea's  old  ar.c"  Fou' 
of  them  very  voting.  Cv  one  siie  then  went  v.idi  ^vho  is  now  livin^;:  in  a! 
which  Services  y< -m  Potitr  said  husband  cheerhiby  un do rv, en t  ma:r  'n.-'.rd 
ships  and  difilci'iies  fc  the  .good  of  his  country,  and  was  at  comsiderab'a 
Cost  and  Ciiai  ge,  by  Supplyiiig  tlio-e  ihat  Enlisted  under  him  vdth  n;.ces 
saries  which  eoiild  not  be  readily  obtained  elsewhere,  purely  to  nv.iki 
dispatch. 

Now  Forasnuich  as  the  Sickness  of  wliic li  your  Pet?  husband  d\>.-ci  w.e 
ill  all  Droi.a. 


'    u  1 1   I     <•  I 
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the  PnMick  S-wicv.  a-      ^   he  ]o       i;!c  time  ha-l       <  »-portunity  of 

askii;:;  )■-•:"■  •'i'.^'':  S-'v.-.;-  i';-         :  .  'i   ...  ;\i.cs  ]::it  \  awiy  in  the 

■  :•       '  ■  i  ■.'..;;!.,.,;.      -  ^,  >  :  .    -v.,  ^  i;:.:,;;  'A^  I  i,,,.. 

in  r;y';/:-d  y  v  :  i I>  I'-u  ili^co;  ^' k;  .  vi-.;  with  scvcril  Falhericss 
Chh'wv.a      hihi;^       V,;.,:  ^r^•v^]  -     ■       r-.!;,  :"         '^■^.pport,  your 

PeF  fi'idirc;  it  v  rr\'  ^tiflscuU  to  provide  >«  ;■,  :>';    ti  mosi:  hum- 

bly Liijjlorcs  your  Ron";  pity  ;::;'i.  C,;-n:\  .  'Oii  lo  lb,  r:-cir  d:  diildrcn,  and 
that  as  you  have  been  pit'.-. I  n.  i.:  ,  ;ses  lo  rewa.'d  those  that  have 
served  the  i'Tovii-ce,  and  the  Kcpr.: i.-r/. \:.ivcs  of  th.osc  that  hrive  lost  their 
lives  in  the  I'ublick  Se  -vicp  So  tr.r-t  .-^b  -j  ip.ay  Experience  of  the-  Bounty 
&  Goodness  of  t;d;v  I  .!'p-  Court  to  i.-e;  in  Ik r  diiih  ah  Circumstances, 
and  that  yoo  vdii  '>;^  pivaicd  to  ('r-<\u,^  her  Two  hon..h-cd  oid  Fift\-  acres  of 
the  iiniippropriated  Lands  of  the  Province  tliat  she  may  dispose  of  the 
srono  ibr  the.  iiduc'tion  and  br  in  •Ting  up  her  afores!  Chikhen  or  that  your 
11  on';  vroidd  other. vise  reiieve  her  as  in  your  Great  Goodness  &  Compas- 
sion )0u  shall  see  meet.  And  as  in  duty  bound  your  Petit:  shall  ever 
pray  a:c.  Eunice  White 

Ixi  the  House  of  Representatives  December  aS'."  1727.  Read  and  in 
answer  to  ;hi>  P- lit  ion,  Resolved  That  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  pounds 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  publick  T?-easury  to  tlte  petitioner  the  wid- 
dovv  Eunice  ^Vlr^te  in  Considoation  of  the  good  Services  done  this 
pi-ovince  Ijy  lier  late  husl^and  Cnpt.  John  White,  and  great  expesiCes  fo)' 
wluch  he  J) as  had  no  Consideration,  as  partitrnlai  •  y  st-t  f'.n  tli  in  tia;  petition 
and  the  l:)eUer  to  enable  the  petitioner  to  support  her  h'aiuiiy  and  bring  up 
her  Ciiildrtai.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence  Wu  hAojPEV  S/>^' 

Li  council  Dec.  28.  1727.    Read  »S:  Concur':        J,  Wtllard  Se^ry 

Consented  to  W^^  Dumber. 

[Ma>sachu?e'l3  Aroiiivcs,  LXXIP  3-5,  et.  seq.] 

Captain  J-ohn  White  \\  as  grandsori  of  the  pioneer  bear- 
ing the  ^anip  name,  ble  wtis  born  September  29,  1684, 
son  of  Josiali  and  ?vrary  \\'hiie.  An  elder  i")rotber  became 
promineiit  in  Lancaster  as  Deacon  Josiah  White,  tmd  his 
brother  Jonatltan  was  slain  by  tlie  Indirnts  in  1707.  Cap- 
tain Wliite  \Y-:is  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  well  to  do  for 
liis  times;  bis  inventory  dated  Januar\-  1725-6  surnTnino; 
1220  pouiids.  in  172S  Reverend  John  Prentice  records 
baptizing"  '^tiie  widdow  Whites  children":  Eunice,  John, 
Bette,  Dorotliy,  Thomas,  Lois,  Mary,  NathanaeL 
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DEC'-  OF  FEj<SC)N- 

^;  V;'"^  y-'  \o  b-'i  *b 

J  no  W  ;ute 

\l':>]:d:  jJ  ;■  ./',  •  ■■ 

b/iAVd'j-  Cluuidlcr 

Sam  >:>('l 

yoscph  Wilson.  ■ 

Ter.  Runt 

Jona  Parks 

Ebcn,  V/.-'--ht 

Jacon  Cr'rr.^ 

|o>!v.ia  Webster 

jo:,.   k..J  ■ 

'yoSi-/..':  11  '.'..'/COVlb 

S,;i;bi;  Johnson 

Samb  ]  .tarijed 

Steph  bjurrill 

Phin.  Foster 

Rob  I  I'll  dps 

Jacob  Pearl_y 

Fra:  Dogett 

■vfoses  Graves 

Job.ii  Hazzen 

S  Hi) ton 

Moses  Ha2?:en 

Eb;  Brovv'n 

jno.  i-oilard 

J  0  n  ii  Lc  V }  I ig  s  1 0  ii 

Jon''  Fencii 

Jjen.  WaiKer 

Jcren>  Pcarley  • 

Samlb  Sllckney 

jos.  Wright 

HNtckhis 

josliua  Hutcliins 

yacoh  Corey 

F>enony  Boyuton 

Robi  Fnvd 

Olnh'r  Pollard 

Eph  Fat  ris\vorth 

Ben  Prill  sx 

Samlb  Tiib! 

R I !  b'  e  n  F  a  i  ■  n  s  \  v  o  r  t  h 

Sam  Shalir;rk 

Fciv'  PaikcT  \  t>is] 

Thos..  Fanner 

Jacob  Ames  - 

Wbu:  Sjj;bben 

Rich.  Hall 

Jno  Sre]-'>b.eri-. 

Samll  biotcbcr 

Kb'.h.  Robinson 

7os:  Whirls  J: 

Jno.  D'u-icom 

Jona.  Parks 

Sii/n  So.  ujycr 

yethro  Arms 

Caleb  Eoltoii 

Ezra  Sazvycr 

yohn  S'-'r^ycr 
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At  killin-  of  them  ic  Indian?.    Lovell  &  White. 

[Massaciiusetts  Archives  :<.XXIJ.  36.?.] 

The  names  of  Lancaster  men  are  printed  in  italics. 
The  petitioners  for  the  grant  of  Nicliewang,  now  Peters- 
ham,  \n  1733,  asked  it  iti  consideration  of  "the  Hardship 
&  DUticiill  marches  ihey  vnderwoit  as  vohniters  vnder  the 
Con). and  of  the  Late  Cap'*^  Lovell  &  Cap*'-  White  after  the 
Indcn  enemy  and  Into  their  Countrey."  Most  of  the  above 
names  api'^^ar  in  the  list  of  Proprietors  of  that  Grant,  Tim 
chief  induccrnciit  to  volnnteer  in  a  service  so  ardnons,  was 
the  enactment  oi  1722,  oflerhig  "volunteers  without  pay  or 
subsistence 3  for  the  scalp  of  any  male  Lidian  of  the  age  of 
twelve  years  or  upwards  the  sum  of  100  pounds,"  Wom- 
en and  childr^m,  scalped  or  unscalped,  were  paid  ibr  at 
half  jndce. 

In  an  appendix  to  an  Address  delivered  in  Bolton  at  ilie 
Centemiial  Ceiebralion,  July     iS76,by  Reverend  Ricfnjrd 


ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


S.  Edes,  is  p;  ir;^.;:d  part  of  a  divvy  fouiid  ;inj«ViV>;  the 
papers  of  ifiu-  ih^'  clerks  of  the  town.''    The  copye^t  ndils. 

Hoxv  \.>!d  ihv;  !vM)k.  is,  no  (>iie  can  tell."  Ii  is  a  joiiriidl  ui' 
tjie  scout  of  Captains  Lovell  and  Wldle  "when  the  lo 
Indians  were  killed/'  February,  172.}  ;  probably  writieii  b}' 
one  of  the  Lancaster  soldiers  there  present.  The  minutes 
of  tlie  frrst  eigh:t  da}s  ha\'e  been  torn  oiT. 

9.  We  traveled  14  miles  and  can-ipc-d  ?.t  norwest  corner  of  winipi- 
socket  pond, 

10.  We  traveled  i6  niiles,  and  camped  at  the  nortli  side  of  Cusumpe 
poud.  ■ 

11.  We  t i-a\'eled  6  miles  N  by  iC  Irom  Ciisumpc  and  there  camped — 

and  sent  out  i-coids,  and  some  of  our  scouts  tliou<dit  tliey  discovered 
smoke. 

12.  \\y  sent  out  scouts,  and  they  discovered  nothing. 

13.  We  lay  .still  and  scut  out  scouts,  and  to  strengthen  us  to  go 
farlber  we  sent  V;oiu(-  29  men. 

14.  We  traveled  Jo  miles  toward  Pigwacketl.  and  then  came  u})on  a 
btanch  of  the  Saco  ri\'er,  and  scut  out  scouts. 

15.  We  luy  stsl  ,nid  sent  out  scc-als  and  discovered  nothing. 

16.  We  traN'clecl  6  miles  and  came  upon  an  Indian  wigwam— the  Indi- 
ans being  gone  we  let  I  16  men  with  oar  packs  and  the  rest  pursued  tliern 
till  dark  and  staged  there  all  night. 

17.  We  fol!ov»-ed  their  track  till  eight  o'clock  next  <\^\  and  then  v.e 
came  back  to  fetch  our  packs,  traveled  tlie  rem^iinin-g  part  of  that  day  and 
the  night  ensuing  six  miles. 

18.  We  trrve'ed  20  miles  and  camped  at  tlie  great  pond  upon  Sawco 
river. 

19.  V^e  traveled  23  miles  and  camped  at  a  great  pond. 

20.  We  ira'reh^d  5  miles  and  came  to  a  v.ugwam  where  the  Indians  had 
been  lately  gone  from,  and  then  we  pursued  their  track  about  2  niiies 
further  and  discovered  their  f^moke  and  then  tarried  till  about  two  o'clock 
at  night  an.d  then  came  upon  them  and  killed  10  Indians  u-hich  was  all 
there  was, 

21.  We  traN-eled  6  nules. 

22.  We  lay  still  and  kepi  scouts  upon  our  back  tracks  to  see  if  there 
Vi'ould  any  pursue. 

23.  We  traveled  30  miles  and  Camped  at  Cocheco. 

Another  journal  of  this  march  has  been  printed  in  the 
New  Erighuid  Mistorieal  and  Genetdogdcal  Iveipster,  vii, 
62,  differiL\g  vcrj-  sliglitly  from,  the  above,  q.  v. 
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A  fru  jifnial!  of  u:y  Iravclls  b.'/y^i  ii..  c  rJ^^  cf  Afril,  172.$ 
\\''e  liauv'r^  to  Cioten  12  mi  I  els  ;uitl  ibcar  siaycd  by  reson  of  foul 

o  vlc>  v»e  traue!''-  lo  da.i:>iabe.'  f2  uiikU  and  thcar  Lay  that  night 
7  day  we  Lay  stii  by  ixson  of  iuull  \/elhrr 

o  day  we  musiared  and  Vvcnt  oucr  the  riiier  to  the  hoiis  of  John  1  2}  !ors 
about  3  raiidf, 

9  di-'v  v;c  ma  relit  i::>  ria^.-v  about  8  milds  and  then  campt  one  of  our 
men  being  taken  uerey  ^ik  for  lie  kold  tiauei  no  forth er,  his  name  was 
Thomas  Simsoi;,  Our  Doctor  Jo>cph  Whetcomb  that  night  set  his  fiit  into 
a  Ketel  of  bil!!-;>  l-,ro:h  th.v.  iio  cv^ld  tr  -uel  no  ler.lher 

10  day  Wcis  iuid  and  v  a  sent  2  men  in  to  dunstabel  with  the 
sik  and  Lam  men  and  fihey]  returned  that  night  to  us  again 

11  day  \ve  trau/k  d  aboui;  13  ndlds  and  then  campt  about  3  mild  aboue 
amo:;keeg  fails, 

12  day  we  iraueled  11  milds  and  then  campt  at  the  ummth  of  penekoock 
riuer 

\-j  day  -v'.e  tr--^n.-leri  7  ndlds  -ax-A  then  cam.pt  at  the  lavish  fort  in  pcne- 
kook  Entertad.s  ih;a  da\  it  rave nd  uery  hard  all  day. 

14  day  we  irauef  10  nd'da  a;id  tiicn  Crosl  meremack  riuer  aboue  the 
mouth  of  Contookock  riuer  aud  th-n  Campt. 

15  day  we  tm".  a'  d  :a:;da^  nordi  west  from  Coutockoch  to  a  liiel  stream 
that  runs  into  jrjei  L-M-iack  \<  iuer  about  3  milds  westard  from  meremack  and 
then  campt  and  sent  cut  shouts 

j6  day  wc  \k:  vs^d  12  milds  and  Cara  to  a  pond  which  was  uery  Long 
and  we  turned  lo  the  cr-;t  sid  of  it  and  then  campt,  and  then  sent  out 
skouts  thari  da.}  we  lay  about  3  milds  westard  of  tlie  mouth  of  Winepi- 
seocket 

17  day  it  ra^avd  uere  hard  the  fore  part  of  the  day  ond  a  litei  before 
night  it  cleavd  un  tl'  we  sent  skouts  but  found  nor  then 

iS  day  we  traueled  14  milds  and  tliat  day  we  Crost  2  great  j>treames 
tirai  runs  in  to  mei'emack,  one  of  themi  comes  out  of  a  great  pond  which 
sum  indens  says  it  is  3  days  jd.n-iiey  round  it  the  Land  is  uerey  full  of  gre.it 
hils  and  mountains  and  uerey  rockey  abundance  of  sprua;  and  hcmduck  and 
fur  and  sum  bech  and  maple  and  we  campt 

i.^  day  we  traueld  1 1  milds  and  then  campt  at  the  Louar  End  of  pemi- 
cliewashet  Lour  Eateruals  and  sent  out  skouts. 

20  day  we  lay  stii  1-y  reson  of  foull  wether  and  to^valds  nit  it  Cleard  up 
and  we  seat  out  skouis  aud  fjund  whear  Cornol  Tyng  crost  meiemack 

21  da.y  we  lrai;ekl  12  maids  up  ijemichewashct  Riuer  and  found  old  sines 
of  iiidens  and  wc  sent  oid.  sl^outs  that  night  and  found  one  new  track  and 
we  lay  that  ni;aht  by  the  riuer  and  niad  new  camps.  The  Land  that  i}S 
by  this  riuer  is  uere  i'ich  aiai  good  the  upland  uere  full  of  hils  and  moun- 
tains, uery  bad  traueliug 
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('!:.-        'i;  ,  irn^!.-^  .iud  H;,--:'  v  ■]:olu.^  ouer  tlic  ri'^c:-  and 

ui>  •      i '  .  ■  ■'.■":>■         tiie  rill-;;  1 1        ,  '  !^  li-iiien 

2''  fi-'    ■  .'•  i:        u'  i;;>  \  ]'.^  ;  ^  I'ii.uS  .•isd   thai  L.  3 

?;  ■;■  '  '.y  ■  '  '  nii'i'^s  W'^'^tv-rird  riin'  rM;it  c^;; \"  we  fiUiiui  old  sii^ns 
Ot  itji(' had  t'-;s  -,p,-i:iL';  .;:m^  d -d  :i  i i'  ..■d^enlOUt 
skoi;ts  buc  i-  O'd  dr,d  iKjw  indeii  --  This  day  daadl  A]c(':-nian  aci idciU.! y  laid 
himneif  with  his  o^vn  gun 

2^  da-.-  ii  vain -ad  nci  v  h  aal  nnd  v.-f-.  stil  that  day  til  aniost  night  it 
cleai'd  i:p  aad  wt  sent  eaU  alaatda  bar  hai^.J  ,iordien 

26  chi.  a;e  traucid  ndids  and  caiiic  iipvn  Coaelecut  liuer  and  one  of 
our  ii-!s.!s  v.a.^  t.ikc-r'.  aa.a:  sik  thai  night  we  carnjil  b}  the  riner 

27  day  we  i;anald  down  the  riuer  and  found  a  bark  canuow  which  was 
of  j'Tca-"  s  irnis  to  our  sik  nam  to  us  ;  that  day  we  traueld  about  i8  milds 
and  dien  campL 

23  day  ^ve  traueld  ]9n;i'd.;and  then  canipt  This  Riucr  runs  clieafly 
11  I  a  ao-ah  ae^t'^rly  pin  I  this  day  we  crost  seural  iitcl  streams  that  runs 
into  Caae:aa,a'.  riaer. 

20  ('aav  V. e  traueld  20  ir-ilds  and  then  campt. 

30  day  ae  traueld  17  ndlds  and  crost  one  lite)  riuer  below  the  great  falls 
and  tlian  aampt 

Isla}  t!ie  1us(  we  traueld  24  milds  and  came  to  the  fort  above  north  field 
and  liiare  ia}-  ad  night 

2  day  we  traueld  lo  rndds  and  came  to  northneld  and  tliere  stayed  that 
night 

3  day  \ve  lay  still  it  Lookt  uery  lykly  ferr  foul  wetiier  and  we  lay  thare. 
that  night 

4  day  we  set  out  for  Lancaster  a  cros  the  woods  and  traueld  about  12 
rnhds  a.nd  then  campt 

5  day  we  traueld  15  milds  and  then  eampt 

6  day  we  ; naaeid  14  milds  and  conmr  to  Lancaster  about  4  a  clock  this 
day  it  raind  uejy  hard  all  day. 

[E/u/orseiQ       Capt  Whites  Journal  May  1725 
[Massacliusetrs  Archives  XXXVill,  A,  97-98.] 

A  JoiiDiiil  of  9}iy  Marvli  witJi  a  coinpany  of  Voiunticrs  agauisi  the 
Indiu/i  Ecnc)}!}'  in  f^ffy  17.-5. 

July  6 .  rnusterkl  at  n-iy  house  at  Lancaster 

7  march 'd  to  Groton 

8  marchkl  to  Dunstable 

9  Remain'd  at  L)ur!st:iblc  preparing  for  our  march  the  next  day 

io.    Tarried  at  Dn.nsudxle  till  aoon  waiting  for  Capt,  vVyn-ian  his  Coiu- 
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p;;;;\-        b:'i.\:_\          K-:<i'.  .    c  hv-.^yf .  ■  i-'kcri  wiili  a  violent  Blecdiiv^ 

;!•;<]  V}u-<\  ._,:.>,<][        I                ^          -l  .■  tl:':  KivxT  the  Canada  Mo- 

h,^^vk  no  I  iHjiOL;  wili-.'       ^       wc  itll  hii;i  i-:'::--  i. 

We  \'/c;nt  w]    '       :;-\'er  nbout  ^r-':'-,       ■■.^^'t-.J  tor  Capi. 

12.  VVe  TrawTci  :'boal  7  i.^Ics  J":  then  Encamp'd. 

13.  wc  march  about  niiles,  Caj>l  Wyman  overtook  us.  We  sent 
out  scoui-s,    We  kiU'ci  a  Bear  &  sev^  Rattle  Snakes, 

14.  j\I?.rc]i\i  al-niit  4  niiics,  &  some  of  our  rnen  thinking  th.e}-  heard 
Guus  up  PiscataqjaL'  River,  we  sent  out  40  men  up  the  River  and  20  more 
Lastw''  who  Reiu;  ued  not  that  night. 

15.  our  Scouts  came  in  but  made  no  Discovery,  we  KillVj  two  Bairs  <S^' 
divers  Rattle  Snakes,  which  pester'd  us  \-ery  niucl^.  in  our  march 

16.  One  of  Ca];)t.  Wynians  Mei)  iDeirig  very  sick,  we  travcT'd  but  about 
4  nsiloj,  bet  i;.-0;     ;ou;s  out  Continually. 

17.  £.\ce;-sive  I'lnn.  occa.sion'd  our  laying  still,  but  sent  out  Scouts  who 
ITi'ieri     ii'.nrk  ;vb.osc-. 

18.  We  Marcri'd  about  7  miles,  our •  Indian  bein.:-;  ta.hen  very  lame  wc 
lay  still  a  vchile  but  bis  lameness  continuing  we  sent  ihm  home,  vre 
en  cam  1)^1  at  Suncook 

19.  We  MarchVi  to  I'ennecook  about  eleven  miles. 

20.  ]^ay  still  by  Reason  of  a  .l]ad  Storm  of  Rain.  Several  of  our 
men  taken  ill. 

21.  Four  of  Capt  Wymans  men  v/ere  sent  liome  v/ith  two  sick  men. 
We  travebd  ab>o'.it  5  miles. 

22.  Several  naore  of  our  men  were  taken  very  ill  with  a  Bloody  k!u\', 
which  we  Sujipose  was  oecasionki  b}-  lixeessive  Krdns,  l\:  Bnnioderate 
Heats.  It  rabbd  ti)is  day  very  hard  that  obliged  us  to  lay  still,  Keeping 
our  Scouts  out. 

23=    men  beiPig  very  Sick  &  Vveak  we  Travebd  S  milcs  o:  Encam])'d 

24.  Our  n"jen  Continuing  very  ill  we  marchkl  but  7  nnile.>. 

25.  R  being  good  Travelling  vve  marchkl  about  9  miles  notwithstand- 
ing the  weal:  Coridiiion  of  the  Corapany.  Our  Wei!  n'lcn  Ijeing  obliged 
to  carry  the  Sick  meris  packs. 

26    Lay  still  by  Reason  of  a  Storm  of  Rain,  our  men  continuang  sick. 

27.  the  Storm  continuing,  &  our  men  grovvung  worse  we  lay  still  all 

28,  We  Trave^kl  about  Eleven  miles  Encamip'd 

29    v,e  Ahnch'd  al^out  Ten  nniles  &  conie  upon  Cocheco  path 
30.    We  PvIarchVl  to  the  Touai  of  Cocheco  19  miles 
'31    Came  to  Oyster  River 
Aug:  I    Ttavei'd  from  tiience  to  Exeter 

2.  iMa.rch'd  frviV)  Evcier  to  Kingstown 

3.  We  Marchki  to  Bradf:)rd. 
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4.  Raind  liarci ,  we  yoi  to  Billcrkvi 

5 .  I  arrived  at  Lauciste;  an-I  Di:-r:d.--s\!  )r»y  (.'omp-in)' 
Boston  Aug  i,  1  1725 

[Ma>sacbus.ciis  Archives  xx.xviif,  A,  107.] 

LETTERS  OF  CAPT/VTN  SAMUEL  VVILLARD  TO  LIEUTEKANT 
GOVERNOR  \VILLLUI  DL'AIMER. 

1725.  Honoured  Sir,  after  \Yiy  duty  presented  to  you  tliese  arc  to  in- 
forme  you  that  on  Monday  the  nineteenth  of  this  current  Julv  in  t!.'»  afltr- 
noo'i  )  inarclicd  from  Rutland  v/ith  fifty  two  able  Bod;  cd  men  lov.-ards 

Waichu'-ftt  vdfh  •  days  Provision  one  of  the  men  before  we  camped 

that  ni;;ht  by  hn  accideni  sprained  his  ankle  who  was  oblidged  to  Return 
into  Rudand  and  Capt.  \Vri2;lii  was  so  Ingenioiis  as  spare  oise  of  his  men 
for  !am.  I  have  left  four  more  good  men  \vi th  Capt.  Wright  and  have  four 
of  Ids  men  in  their  steo cl  the  first  night  we  Camped  on,  the  south  side  of 
Ware  R:v'.;t  .  ar.d  th-.-  r  d.:y  Jay  still  by  Reason  of  foul  weather  sent  out 
sct:.  us  and  [!a.c!-;C':l  i-  .n,:n-v  the  next  day  we  marched  over  the  River 
Avhere  we  camped  west  fron?  Watehuseti  1  desiglm  to  maich  about  iwenty 
mile  fartiier  towards  rnenagnnck  and  tlicr  to  Scout  about  3  or  4  da;S  and 
then  march  to  pendchawassett  Wt  are  all  in  good  health  write  in  the 
woods  alrjut  six  or  seven  rnile  of  Waichusett  and  sent  in  by  Rutland  scout 
this  twenty  s«:  oond  day  of  July  anno  Doiidni  1725. 

Wriit  in  hast.    1  Remairi  y'.  to  Commarni 

SaajV-  Vv  ii.i  a.Ri.') 

[Ma>S3chusett5  Archives,  LHL  383.] 

July  25  1725 

Honoured  Sr.  these  are  to.  Informe  you  that  this  day  being 
wide  of  Wattchusett  and  Menadnack  upon  our  march  towards  Fcmi- 
shewassett  with  fourcy  .seven  able  bodyed  men,  four  of  our  men  being  sick 
and  not  able  to  travel  whio  1  have  sent  into  Laticaster  with  Joslma  I'arker 
a  v.ell  man  to  take  c.u-e  of  iliirm  1  doe  not  think  to  be  isito  any  tov/n 
this  five  and  thirty  days  urs'ess  we  get  soriie  Indians  Yesierda)  1  being 
upon  the  scoiit  heard  a  Gwa  winch  ]  supposed  to  be  an  Indian  gun  have 
sent  out  scouts  there  sc^'e^ai  ways  this  day  there  is  fourty  seven  men 
besides  the  five  v.ho  are  conae  in 

Yrs  to  sarve  SamV'  Wuj.ard 

St  I  desire  that  ttiere  may  be  prepai'ation  for  canoes  att  Northfickl  If 
youi  honour  designs  any  nntrch  to  St.  Francis  tliis  sn]r;p.ier  Capt.  Bianch- 
ard  desiring  the  san-if  v.e  not  thinking  of  it  when  in  Boston 

Yrs  to  serve  Sam'.^  Wi^.LAKD 


f  Ma^saehuvetts  Archives,  LtJ,  23Gd 
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\>      t  iC  i 

Honners  Instracti 


iiack  and  from  ihence  Nort))  Easi  for  pemissivrasscti  untill  Sabbath  day 

<  ,,)•  A..        T,,-.,- ^  -  i--  -,.  .v:-.i-^  r--,r^t  ^^pr-•  Rr.3.. 

soli  t  /ii'/-  vsf.Uii'''  i^xtrcHiO  iiad  v'v'uoci^  to  !.r,.;\\      in  we 

Beii^.i  j'.Lr.^.^  1^1'  Capt  i^iaixliCr  \va:i  come  froai  p'-avasi Wcfssett  lhoU:j;ht  it 
M  1  e  I  ^  1  ]}  ^L?  Ct  i)  1    Li  .  ai( \  I  13id 

al.^ia.  >i'a  _  .  .a  J  then  caiiic  lo  y'  River  and  mclc  with  Capt.  I'Linchcr. 
at  la  !•.;•.; :  •...!*  Ointccouk  and  so  came  Down  y*  River  and  aiived  well  at 
L«ncas(er  rhca'-'dav  /Vu-ast  \'  12  with  most  of  our  inea n  Some  Being  so 
weary  witli  th..  ■)  i-aarch  \vc  Le;>  them  at  Groton  :  if  your  Houner  Have  any 
farli.er  Inslrucii'^.-.s  1  ^liail       i'tady  to  sarve : 

\  O         ,  1     ^     1  ^    f  '        '        S   r   (     t  S  ^        J  1  ll  T  \ 

}  -v'   )  1   1  M   ^  I  I         1  )  11  (.      ;      i  bmiv  If    ''j  ^  1>1  t  C        [A     J    1  d 

r    t  '    1        id  I   u  \     1  jtii  C  ^  If   'n  K  ^  1 

[Arji^s.jl.i'^e  Us  Archives.  LXXaa  257.] 

.May  it  please  vcur  Honour  Yesterday  I  arriv'^  at  Dunstable  v/ilh  a 
Compan}-  ca'  vcrv  good,  iikely,  effective  men;  1  liad  been  here  soorier  but 
my  march  v:as  retarded  by  IIjc  sickness  of  ray  Lieut-  wb.o  remains  so  bad 
that  he  cannot  go  witli  me  ;  lo  supply  whose  pkice,  I  would  if  your  Honour 
see  Cause  desiie  a  blank  Comission  might  be  sent  nie  to  be  bestowed  upon 
one  wlioni  tin-  Coinpany  is  desirous  to  choose  among  themselves.  1  have 
adviscvl  \s^'-  C'i.^'  'k}'ug  with  regard  to  my  March  &  taking  the  young  Mo- 
hawk witli  [me]  vvho  is,  J  find  willing  eno  upon  the  encourageniCJit  pro- 
posed to  go.  1  would  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honour  that  the 
march  will  be  long  and  hard,  if  He  Pilots  up  where  J  design  to  go, 
would  desire  lliat  CapL  likiradaard  dv  his  men  may  be  ordered  to  go  with 
me,  so  that  if  any  of  our  men  grow  taint  and  weak,  v/e  may  have  still  enii 
to  prosecute  our  design,  and  may  send  such  in  either  eastward  or  westward 
as  we  sliall  judge  best,  those  that  go  forward  may  be  supported  with 
their  Provis  on.  I  humbl}- coriceive  this  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the 
Pro\  ince  to  serve  which  I  design  to  us  my  utmost  tmdeavour  in  this  M;u-ch, 
&  ici  this  Kepresentation,  \vhich  I  have  ad\'entured  to  trouble  you  wilii  I 
remaine  Your  Honours  most  obedient  kPamble  Serv' 

Dunstable  Sept  7  1725  Samuel  Willakd 

JMassachusctts  Archives,  LII.  c.Oy.] 

^foy  it  riro-€  y.K>r  Ilon^ 

Ye..a,erd:vv'  iriy  n^en  naarched  they  being  sixty  eiglit  in  Number  and 
that  tlie  young  r^iohcmck  assures  us  that  he  can  bead  us  to  the  bidians 
Head  O'"-''---^'-- ^        Goes  CherfuUy  a  Long  with  us,  &  Capt  Blancha rd  is 
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or  ;. ■  .■.■.-■i:  '  !    ; y  -^A'':  ^-^.iil-  i  Iv.r),  wiii. 

nvcUier  uf  i'n/x  r-,ion  ia  t.;  livj  wr^iiciu  or  cas!...id  :\iid  to  proc'  with  ilic  Rest 
to  '.i-so  where  the  mohauck  tels  iw  of  ii"  by  C^ood  Froviden.ce  we  have 

ou)  beaUhs  Who  Remain      l  \ruV: 

DuMSTADLE  Sep*''  the  9'''  iVlo:>l  obcuicut  Servant 

1725  Sam"-  Wii.i.AUD 

[Massachiuctts  Archives,  LII.  270.] 

Sept'.''  19.  1725. 

Honoured  Sir  after  my  Duty  to  you  These  Lines  aie  to  iaforra  you 
that  1  am  well,  &  all  ray  men  cxcejiling  Throe  one  of  ■which  badly  wound- 
ed hina  clf  wiia  his  HatcheM,  wluch  is  Richard  Burtt  Ct  Two  others 
being  ill  aat  able  to  pforin  the  Service,  by  n.^;ne  Seigt,  Abial  Chapin  & 
Denj.  Aiherton,  &  I  Thougl^t  it  proper  to  send  hoaic  Twelve  men  more 
u.ider  the  Coin  and  of  Lei*  Combs,  &  I  with  Capt  Lianchard  do  send  one 
Parte  down  Aliiimack,  the  oii:er  P;uay  belucen  aiarimack  &  Conecticut 
into  Turkey  Hill,  &  if  it  is  your  Honours  Pleasure  to  Keep  them  Scouting 
where  you  think  it  best  they  are  at  your  service,  And  Capt  i^ianchard, 
i\z  I,  liave  tala^n  ail  their  Provisions,  for  to  kaiglhcn  oar  Journey  excepting 
enough  to  carry  them  hoinc.  We  are  now  Near  the  Crotch  of  the  Ki^er. 
No  moj-e  at  Present  but  I  Ken.aia  Yoru'  Humble  Servt. 

SaAl'-J'  WlLLAIvD 

[Massacliusetts  Archivo.,  10 a  2S6.] 

Saco  October  14  1725 
Mav  it  please  your  Honner  pursuant  to  your  Honners  InslrnctJous 
Capt  DhraetK-i rd  and  1  marched  up  Manimack  about  one  Hnjidard  and 
hefty  miiies  frciu!  k>!'rl^^  dik:  bij  we  Came  to  Head  of  it  we  saw  some 
signes  of  a  wigwarm  vv'In. re  we  sia>ose  some  Indians  had  Been  about  six 
weeks  i,ince  and  fi'om  I'darrinaicl:  in  al:)out  3  miUes  v/e  came  upoci  Saco 
River  and  Came  Dov.-n  sd  Kiver  to  Saco  falls  on  wensday  October  13  and 
in  N'*"  ev'eniug  corne  to  winter  barber  to  Capt  Jordensaud  tooke  some  stores 
of  him  for  our  subsistence,  for  we  liad  not  any  Provision  Laeft,  for  in  th.e 
morning  we  Before  we  cana^  to  Saco  falls  we  hneshcd  ail  our  provisions  so 
that  we  laid  not  any  Laeft  and  we  are  novv  coining  Iio)ne  as  fast  as  we 
can  v/c  t-i;ajl  give  your  Hoimer  miore  particurler  acou,nt  in  our  Jornnali 
\vh^'-''  is  all  in  hast  from  }our  lionners  Humbde  Sarvent 

For  the  Honble  W'"  fJummer  Esq!  Sam'/'  Willard 

[Massichuseus  Archivx>,  LI!.  302.] 

Captain  Sarruiel  was  ga-aiuison  of  Major  Sinio]i  Vv'illard. 
His  fatiier,  Llcnry,  who  lived  on  the  Still  River  tarnt,  left 
him  a  coiisidei'able  estate  which  he  largely  increased. 
Ik^sides  other  hiads  lie  buuglit  tlie  ''iiigltt  pasture the  Ed- 
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ward  Breck  lot,  and  tlie  honiestfiau  of  bis  grandialber. 
He  is  reputed  to  have  built  and  lived  in  the  hirge  house  on 
the  Breck  lot,  near  the  railroad  crossuur  just  north  of  the 
Lancaster  station,  wherein  three  sreneratioiis  of  iiis  descend- 
ants  succeeded  him.  He  comma)Kied  the  Fourth  Massa- 
cliusetts  regiment  in  the  Louisburg  expedition  of  1745,  his 
son  Abijah  l'jeing  captain,  and  his  son  Levi  ensign  in  the 
hrst  company  of  the  regiment.  The  shrte  over  his  grave 
in  [he  old  bnrN'ing  ground,  records  that  the  "  liorioru'able 
Coll  Sa:MU3XL  Wij.lard  .Esq  "  died  November  20,  1752,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-dwo. 

A  yoKrimll  of  ;;/}'  nfarch. 

Thursday  July  15    rnusier'-  at  Lancaster 
Friday  JvJy  16    1  march  -r!  from  Lancaster  to  Rutland 
Snttui-ciay  17    it  was  foui  v. oather  in  ye  forenoon 
Sabbath  i3    J  fixed  tlie  men  out  with  the  stores 

Monda}'  19    \\^e  rnarclied  (CAvajd  Ware  River  and  then  Cainj.ed  and 
sent  or.t  scouts  M.  tracked  SDme  Indains  &  Haerd  two  Guns 
tuesd?.}-  20    we  lay  still  tiy  Reason  of  foule  weallier 
Wensday -n    we  rnarch.ed  over  Ware  River  &  Camped  for  we  saw  it 
Like  to  Rain. 

iliarstkiy  2a.    vre  lay  stille  by  I^.eason  it  Ivained  hard  all  day. 

Priday  23  vve  marched  about  six  milles  &  it  lleing  very  hot  we  ramped 
about  y*"  niiddle  of  y-  afternooji  by  reason  of  several  of  our  v/eeke  men 
could  not  tiavele  there  packs  Being  so  navy  I  sent  out  three  scouts  cK- 
ordered  them  [to]  travell  five  or  six  milles  v\'hich  they  iJid  thice  severale 
v>  ays 

Satturday  24  vve  marched  about  seven  miles  northerly  &  serit  out  cur 
scouts  which  haerd  a  gun  but  FJiscouercd  notidng  elce 

Sabijatb  day  25  four  of  onr  men  not  Being  able  to  travele  I  sent  them 
hanu,  V. hu  ire  by  nnme  Ti;omas  Burt  Robert  Gray  Jacob  Moor  o:  Jere- 
mialf  Belciier  I  also  sent  Joshua  Ikirker  Home  with  them  we  marched 
Northeast  abont  tliree  milles 

Munday  26  Lay  stille  by  Reason  of  rain  we  sent  out  scouts  who 
scouted  about  3  mille  Round  but  Discouered  nothing. 

Tuesday  27  we  could  not  travele  By  Reason  of  Rain  f'ut  we  sent  out 
severale  .^couls  &  Discouered  notliing 

Wensda}  28  Mr  Vv'illiam  Brintnall  Being  sick  &  Daniel  How  Lame  I 
sent  tlicm  Home  we  marched  about  13  miles  north  and  be  Wast  Romid 
some  pounds  and  Canvped  at  y""  .South  end  of  Nockeeg  pound  and  sent  out 
scouts  3  miiles  each  way  &  Discouered  nothing 
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Tl"iU"-d:'\  r>Q  we  marched  North  and  he  wast  about  nine  raillfs  and 
corstd  Branches:  of  MillriV.  Ruicr  '•.nd  Camped  and  sent  out 

scouts  whirl)  fotmd  where  y'  indimi';  had  Lived  Last  year  and  made  a 

Con       :'t  -1  "h  I'h.d  (    ' : !  pond. 

Filday  30.  we  marcl)cd:  North  in  y'  for  noon  Came  to  a  pound 
wh'cii  Kiui  into  C()ntocooh  Riucr  lu  y"  aftcrnooh  wc  marched  north  wast 
in  id.'  uhoni  12  ndlles  &  Camped  at  Peewiinsenu  pound  and  sent  out  scouts 
4  niiUes  and  they  found  2  -Aigwarms  made  last  year  they  also  foimd  a  pad- 
dle &  some  squash  shells  in  one  of  them  which  we  suppose  iiiey  caricd 
from  Rutland 

Sallnrday  31  we  mjirehed  12  milles  and  I  with  14  men  Campi  on  y^ 
top  of  Wannadnuck  Moun fains  &  IJiscoucred  26  pounds  saw  Pit!:vackett 
Lying'  one  ijoint  fi'om  scl  iviountain  &  Cu^>a[';ee  mountain  a;'^!  Winnepe- 
seockey  Lay i no-  north  cast  from  sd  Wannadnuck  the  same  Day  we  found 
several  old  siyaies  whitJi  y'  Indains  had  made  the  Last  yaer  v\-here  yy 
cami)t  wisen  they  killed  y'  peapie  at  Putlar.d  as  we  imagine. 

Sabbatli  A  ugust  y'=  i'''  we  marched  from  y""  v^ast  side  of  Wenadnuck 
<K:  c.o'-sed  tiirec  sti-emes  that  jlun  into  Contocook  and  th.en  Campl  and  sent 
out  Scouts  and  found  two  wigwarms  made  in  jane  or  July  as  we  suppose 
and  found  sixteen  of  thijse  spitts  whncli  they  Rost  there  nieat  v;itii  ail  in 
sd  wigwarre.s  Sz  one  of  ou!'  scouts  went  so  hir  tiiat  thay  could  liot  Return 
y^  same  nJght 

i\iouday  2  we  marched  about  seven  rnihes  ctosed  a  Grate  Brnnc'ee 
of  ConLocook  River  &  sent  out  oar  Scouts  up  and  Down  the  River  each 
Scout  l!-a\'eled  about  8  milles. 

Tuesday  3  we  marched  N  E  about  sixteen  'nilies  and  campt  and  sent 
out  scouts  w!io  found  many  old  signes  of  Indians 

Wensday  4  we  lay  stiile  By  Reason  of  foule  weather,  we  sent  out  our 
Scouts  and  ti)ey  haerd  a  Gim 

Tliin>d,,iy  5  we  marched  about  16  milles  nordierly  and  crosed  two 
streiues  tiiat  Run  into  Merimack  &  sent  out  our  Scouts  and  Discouered 
nothijyg 

Friday  G.  we  maia;hed  about  18  niilles  in  the  morning  we  found  a  mog- 
ersun  ti  acke,  and  spent  some  time  scouting  after  sd  Trackc  we  campt  near 
a  Litile  jiound. 

Satturday  7  we  traveled  about  20  ndlles  N  E  and  crosed  two  Stremes 
that  Run  iiito  Merimack 

Sabbath  8  we  Returned  Homeward  By  Reason  of  our  Indians  hLiving 
no  Piovision  and  several  of  our  English  bui  Little  we  come  to  a  Streme 
that  Run  in.to  nseriinaek  we  traveled  about  24  milles  South  and  ity  East. 

Monday  9  we  traveled  about  ihast  tide  we  came  to  Merimack  Being 
about  70  milies  and  mctte  with  Cai^t.  Blanehard  coming  from  Pemi^cwas- 
sett  and  in  afternoon  came  to  y'  Lovrer  End  of  Pennicook,  v.'hich  is  about 
sixteeii  ndues  &  campt 
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Tu^day  10  we  Traveled  2.1  mlllcs  Dowrj  the  [Merriniac]  to  Cohassett 
falls. 

Wciisday  11    We  came  14  mi  lies  &  came  to  Dunstable. 
Thursday  r.i    Cir.ne  2,j  milles  and  caine  to  Lancaster 

SAM'-'^  VVILl.ARD 

[MassaciiiibcUs  Archives,  xxxvin.  A  109-10,] 


A  journal  of  MaycJi  of  Caff.  Sa?nitcl  W^iUard  ac(n?}fanied  with 
0:pf.  Jos:  Blaiicliard:  In  I'lirsuii  of  Indian  Rchdls .  Mustard  a( 
Laiwasii'r  friiiay  SlP'\  y^'  ^f: 

Sc:f  4    Saturday  Leiat,  Warner  marclied  wl*'  all  .sd  W'iilards  Corn- 
pan  v  to  Groton,  excejjt  those  of  Lancaster.  " 
Sabbath,  5'f    Lay  still  by  Rcasor,  of  Rain.  ' 

Aland:  6:  Capt  Wiliard  &  those  of  Lancaster  Rid  &  overtook  Lt: 
Warner     y*"  rest  at  Dunstable. 

Tuesday  Wednesday  &  thiirsday,    Lay  still  b)-  reason  of  hard  rains. 

Frid:iy  10.    W^e  marched  over  y'  River  about  7  mile  &  campt. 

Saturday  1  r!"    We  rnarciied  up  y"  River  to  Parkers  J3!-ook  6':  ca'npt. 

Sabbath  12"'    We  lay  still  l->y  reason  of  Rain. 

Muiidav  13*'^    We  n^arciied  up  f  Rivci'  to  Neticoock  &  campt. 

Tuesday  r;*'-  We  n-,arched  up  sd  Rives-  to  Coliassett  falls  &  sent  out 
scou<s.  5:  campt. 

Vredne^day  15.  We  marched  to  Amm.oskeeg,  sent  out  scours  and 
canu;,t. 

Thursd^iy  16,  Wc  sent  a  scout  consisting  of  40  men  over  y*  River  w''' 
marched  on  y'  west  side.  Capt.  RIancher  v>-ent  to  Mannichoockset  falls  & 
cauipl,      C^ipt  Willard  went  to  Suncook  about  3  miles  further  &  campt. 

Frid:i\"  17  we  marclied  to  Lennicoock  Lower  falls.  &  Capt  Wihard  v'v 
Cornp,'  v;enr  over  on  y*"  \^'est  side  of  y"  River,  &  niarched  to  Pennicook 
upper  falls,  v^v;  campt.  This  day  Capt  lilancher  saw  some  shoe  tr'acks,  Sc 
having  gone  up  to  Pcnicook  old  fort  found  where  they  campt.  &  supposed 
them  to  be  scouts  sent  out  froni  New  tLimpshire  Govenrm'  a:  sd  Capt. 
Campt  a  mile  above  y"  fort. 

Saturday  iS.  we  m.arched  about  3  mile  above  Contocock  River  there 
Capt.  lUancher  came  over  to  y'  West  side  of  River,  sent  out  scouts  and 
campt. 

Sabbath  19.  Y-  Captains  agreed  to  send  back  a  parcel  of  Men  &  took 
their  Piovisions  viz'  out  of  Capt  rilanchers  Con-.p?-  28  Men,  out  of  Capt 
W'illards  Conip.'  15  men  :  in  all  43  men  under  y**  comand  of  Leiut.  Canu-.-s  ; 
two  of  Capt.  Wiilat-ds  men  being  sick,  vi;:  Abel  Chapin  had  a  spav"  Cc 
Renjf  Atherton  the  Bloody  Flux,  <^  Rich''  Bu'xk  cut  his  leg  ;vlth  a  hatchit 
w".^  Ijisenabled  him  for  y^  service,  being  also  one  of  Capt.  \S'iila''ds.  men, 
and  all  included  in  y*  said  nuniber  of  43  men  ; 
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jVIonday  20  We  mfirched  y"  crotcls  of  y'  l-'lvcr  v,^'"  is  alioiit  70  miles 
from  Dunstable  anci  crossed  y"  West  Lrancli.  s-nt  out  scouts,  «X:  caujpt. 

T'lcsd-iy  21.  We  loarchcd  towai'd  Pindwachet,  alias  Pimissiwassett 
«hout  i !  nd'cs.  ai>-I         •■■.■•t  Scoius.  1^;  rani]>t. 

Wed.  22  We  marched  about  9  mile  &  sent  out  scouts  &  cami)t ;  this 
day  Baru '  Davio  cat  Ids  foot  ^vidi  a  stone. 

Thursda}'  23.  We  sejit  out  scouts  to  y"  River  &  up  by  y"  side  4  rniles, 
and.  y"  arn^iy  by  reasou  of  Radn  lav  still. 

Friday  2J.  Cant  Willard  sent  back  ii  of  Ids  men  of  Cant  Idanch- 
ers  S.  which  made  19..  Soiue  of  vv-''.  \,vere  sick,  viz  of  Capt.  Widards 
men  Joua.  Adams,  Ebenez''  Podc}-  of  a  flux,  &  Symon  Atherton  y*'  leaver  & 
ague,  iS;  said  Davis  w'-  cut  himself.  TliC  Capt".  ordcicd  thern  to  take  one 
Conoe  from  y'  Crotch  of  y'^  Paiver  vvliere  we  had  left  y"  rest,  X'.  ord'''  y^" 
rest  shou''  be  left  for  fear  gf  aiiy  naore  sickdcss,  after  this  marched  about 
6  mile  &  can-ie  to  y'-  River,      seut  out  scouts,  campt. 

Saturday  25  v^e  marched  about  6  nule  &  caiue  to  y"  carrying  place, 
where  Lidiaa-  carr\  tlieir  Coiioes  from  Pemichiwasset  to  Sowhai;^  River 
d:  inund  that  y  Lidians  had  lately  bceu  there  &  Carried  their  conoes : 
Ca|)t  Willarcl  took  half  a  scout  of  his  meu  &  iialf  of  Capt.  Blanchers 
beirig  in  all  2.-  &  foilov.-ed  y''  Inchians  0.  a  litde  before  we  come  to  Cusuinpy 
Porid  v.e  found  wiicre  tha:y  bror^k  one  Conoe  &  conning  to  y^  Pond  cou'- 
follow  them  noe  further;  &  in  y'  mean  time  Leiut.  Warner  with.  24  men 
out  of  both  Companies  scouted  up  y"  River,  v.^-  retmned  about  y"  ndddle 
of  y'  afternoon,  &  y''  army  l)eing  all  n>et  marched  about  2  mile  up  y"  River 

campt. 

Seu'i  25  Satui'day  We  also  examined  Jos:  y'  ^bohak  (taking  Nessa 
Gawney  for  an  Interpreter)  wP.ich  Vv'as  the  best  way  to  goe  to  y'  Fort  he 
told  of:  and  !sv,  said  we  must  goe  up  to  y^  head  of  merimack  because  there 
was  aoe  goeing  over  y'  hills  ncer  Cusumpy  Ponds. 

Sai>b;'  20  We  marched  about  12  ndle  up  y'  River  &  sent  out  scouts  & 
campt. 

Mund.  27  We  m^arched  about  12  mile  oi:  crossed  a  stream  whdch  ran 
from  fPfhs  wheie  Capt  Love!  killed  y'  fust  Indian  iast  v/inter  &  sent  out 
fiCouts  ca'ni")t. 

Tut-scUiy  2d  We  marched  about  12  mile  up  y"  River  &  in.  about  3  rnile 
found  a  large  Wd>\vam  where  y"  Indians  had  lately  been,  as  we  judged 
about  20  in  nundicr,  arid  oiu'  Indians  Naid  there  was  Squaws  as  well  as  San- 
nups  we  tracked  sonie  of  then^  a^  we  Suppose  through  Ossippy,  and  son\e 
up  v"  River,  t;jwards  Night  we  crossed  a  stream  of  some  considerable  big- 
ness     sejit  o'it  sco'uts  d:  campt. 

Wednes.  29  We  mairched  wj  y"  River,  about  14  mile,  &  come  this  day 
to  y*  foot  ot  a  great  moun.tain  on  yWVcstside  of}'  River,  where  ystieani 
was  small,  we  ti'  iebed  Pidiaais  ail  t'ds  day  which  we  suppose  ware  gone 
direcily  to  Caoiavla.    the  momitains  b':'ing  steep  &  rocky  we  could  not 
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ir'dvk  them  further.  Thh  morning  we  see  where  Ihey  had  been  ahoiu  al 
week  before  (we  siipposod) ,  built  n  CoP.oe,  o:  judi;ed  tliem  to  be  them 
which  we  tra;  ked  ivoin  Pi;'nicl)i\vassel  to  Cusuinj^y  Pond,  &  then  canipt. 

Thur*'-.  30  In  y''  noniin^f-  sf-tsl  a  scout  of  20  men  about  4  or  5  mile  11  ij 
y-  River  wi'O  made  noe  furlijer  discovery,  after  that  we  left  y'  River  & 
sicared  Ea^t  about  3  rnile  up  a  wjry  steep  mountain,  &  cnmpt  by  reason 
of  Rain:  havin;,'  tlds  morning  examined  jos  :  (y*  Mohauck)  and  he  .said 
he  did  not  know  tliem  woods,  and  did  not  think  that  the  lied  of  meri- 
mack  had  been  so  uir  up,  &  covi''  tell  nothin;.;  without  he  found  Savs'co 
Kiver. 

Friday  octo:  i  ;  We  marched  up  y"  same  hill  about  6  mile,  and  being 
on  y"  top  of  y'  hill  con  Discover  no  where  nigh  irs  anything  but  steep 
rnountaiiis,  &.  niarclied  down  y"  hill  aliout  five  mile,  &  vve  generally  judg^ed 
said  5  mile  to  be  2  mile  on  a  perpendicular,  then  campt  by  a  small  brook 
w^''^^  ran  out  of  mountain. 

Saturday  2  We  lay  still  by  reason,  of  rain,  but  sent  ouL  sonie  scouts 
who  discovered  iMeremack  ran  from  y*""  So  ¥J  round  said  mountain. 

Sabbath  3  Y/e  marclied  S-  E.  up  said  River  about  6  mile  &  came  to 
y'^  hf  ad  of  it,  &  then  steared  N.  E.  about  three  niile  over  a  steep  hill  & 
then  came  to  y-  liead  of  Sav/co  River,  and  then  marched  dov.ai  said  River, 
about  II  miles  East  &  we  judged  that  River  all  y^  v/ay  had  fall  5  foot  in 
30  o:  mountains  on  each  side  th.ereof,  Sent  Scouts  down  y-  River  &: 
campt. 

Mmid  ;  4  1  his  Morning  Exandn'-''  sd.  Mohack,  &  said  he  cou'^  teli 
nothing  till  he  came  lower  down  y-  Ivivcr.  We  marched  down  said  River 
abour  5  mile  &  seiit  out  Scouts,  Ov:  C3.m[)t  by  reason  of  rain. 

Tuesday  5  This  morning  we  came  on  some  Entervalis  &  plain  land, 
&  found  Vv'here  Indians  have  been  in  y"  Spring,  having  found  y-  hoops 
whereupon  they  Dried  tlicir  Bear  Skins,  &  we  judged  might  be  about  S  or 
10  in  number,  this  Day  we  judged  we  marched  about  24  mile  &  sent  out 
Scout--^,  &  camped. 

Wednes!  6.  we  marched  down  y*^  River  about  20  mile  to  y'  place 
where  Capt.  Lovel  lirst  came  upon  Sav^■co  River  2  days  before  Ids  ilgiit  ?.i 

mouth  of  a  stream  v/hich  he  foIlov»'ed  from  Pigwacket  h.ilb  Sent  out 
Scouts,  &•  Campt.  We  discovered  a  River  y'  come  from  y'  N.  W .  into 
Sawco  River. 

Thursd.  7  :  We  E.\'.  said  Jo.  y*'  ?dohauck.  whetlier  that  was  not  y* 
stream,  whereupon  the  fort  was,  who  said  he  cou'^  not  tell  whether  it  vras 
that,  or  one  lower.  vCapt'  Willard  &  Elancher,  took  said  Jo.  with  30  of  y" 
ablest  paen  oc  scouted  up  said  N.  W.  branch  about  lo  n.'iile,  &  found  it  to 
be  a  still  strean:.  ni  for  canoes  with  plenty  of  Entervals  &  old  plaiUing  land 
of  y"  Indians,  'Sc  con''  not  learn  anything  encouraging  from  said  Jo.  d.:  at 
night  returned  to  y''  army.  Perceiving  Provisions  to  be  short,  thought  it 
advisable  to  stear  l^omewards. 
16 
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Friday  8  of  Octob;  \vc  i.r-' '•'■;:■•<''!  ^hov\  6  mile  down  3"'  River,  &  Having 
Campt  bv  vc.'n>oa  of  Rain,  scj.-'  .     •••••  f!o-.,ri  y''  River. 

S-ii-  -  V. t-:  iii.ircbcd  clo\',n  y'  River  to  Pigwackt;t  old  furl  about 

!6':b'-.  '^V''-- sen*;  [.'■'PI.  Warner  out  with  Leut.  Wikicr  40 

nx-n  from  bo. is  C'->'rip:.:nic.'^  Into  3"  Neck  of  y*  River  &  Ordered  them  to 
meet  )'  Ar:;-,  v.-'^o.-e  Cap*-,  i.-vi'  'v.is  killed,  after  meeting;  we  marched 
i.0  y-'  iowei-  end  of  Sawco  pond,.i^c  sent  out  scouts,  o;  Campt  by  3'"  jviccrs 
side,  in  all  about  24  miles. 

.Sabb"  10.  \Ve  marched  about  26  rnile  &  sent  out  scouts  &  cnn.pt,  & 
discovered  Ossippy  ]vi\"er  about  a  mile  ':e!ow  us. 

Mun.  Ti,  We  waded  ibis  morning  sd  River  marched  about  20  mile 
down  y'  River,     sent  out  Scouts  &  campt. 

Tuesday  12  We  vvaded  tin's  morning  over  anotlier  River  &  marched 
down  Sav.'Cf)  R;ver  about  28  mile  &  came  to  Sabn.on  f.dls,  sent  out  Scouts 
&  caiiipt  below  y"  falls. 

Wednes  :  13  We  marched  about  13  miles  6c  came  into  Sawco  falis, 
havi)ig  no  subsistancc,  we  marched  doNvn  to  Winter  harbour  7  miles  & 
look  S')rne  provisions  from  Capt.  Jordan  &  lodged  there. 

1Mn_usd:  14.  It  rained  in  y"  forenoon  &  in  y'' afternoon  mro'ched  to 
Cape  Purpus  ol;  liicre  lodged,  being  about  7  miles 

Frid :  15  We  came  to  Wels  about  9  miles  &  lodged  there,  and  there 
parted  w-''  Capi.  Ibsancher,  who 'went  by  Kingsto\\'n  &  Nutfield. 

Saturd  16.    We  came  to  Klttiry  about  18  mile  &  lodged  th.ere. 

Sabb  :  17    We  travill'-  to  Hampton  fdls  &  lodged  there  about  20  mile. 

Mund.  r8    Came  to  Andaw;n-  ])eing  aljout  23  mile 

Tuesda\-  19.  Capt.  W 11  lard  Rid  A:  got  home  that  night,  and  y"  rest  of 
the  men  g-u  home,  some  Wednesday,  some  thursda\"  &  some  Friday 
being  about  4.0  mile.  So  tliat  frcn  Lancaster  In  Capt.  Wiliards  March 
accordin  to  hi.,  best  judgment  <>v  agreed  with  by  y"  Comp';  being  in  all  503 
mile.  p  Bfa'JA.  Goodjudge  C/^-r/:. 

[M;tSbacini<,etls  Archives,  xxwin,  A,  119-21.] 


LANCASTFR  MEN  IN  JOSEPR  BLANCHARDS  MUSTER  ROLL 

Al;GUST  TO  OCTOBER  [725. 

Oliver  Wibler  Lieut  John  Wheelock 

Samuel  Sa',\  \-er  Sergt  Jr^seph  Wilson 

jo^vpli  Wdiitcomb  John  Divoll 

St'ud.vn  i  iniig:it(')n  William  Stevens 

Ezra  Se.u  yer  Jonathan  Bayley 

Thorn     Litt'd  John  Henry  Sawyer 


jona  0->;j,ot,^; 


ri)'4ris':-ac!iir;-:"'is  A.rchives,  xci,  173  7, 
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LANCASTER   .MEN    IN   THE   MUSTER   ROLL   OF  CAPTAiN 
SAMUEL  WILLAjU)  AUGUST  TO  NOVEMBER  172^ 


SnT^^  Wiii -  d  r  -ir.[ 

Eieazar  Wrirner  Lt  of  Grotoa 

Ele-zar  Robin?      Lt  do. 

Henry  Wiiiard  Ens  : 

Beiij^*.  Goodridge  Clerk 

EphrainT  Wlieeler 

Mioses  Cliandier 


Joshua  Lh^lps 
Barnabas  Tnel 
Eenj-;  Athcrto/i 
Simon  A'dvjrton 
Eben^  Folley 
Richard  Wiles 

[Massachusetts  Arcliives,  XCI,  i75d 


MUSTEK  ROLL  OF  CAPTAIN  JOSIAH  WH^LARD'S  COiVH^ANY 
jUL\'E  3  TO  NOVEMBER  10,  1725. 


rOoiun  li  li-iO/ii  Lcipiam 

JJavid  (/.^^- 

h.d'd'iyyd  I ( lv  t i.  'cU  Lieut 

Jona  Pierson 

Jonathan  5>l"'.:-p]{;"v  Ens. 

i\a\v .  i  lati. 

».  ilnlitl  >j'v.rgr. 

Jercniiari  F-elcdier 

Fii]u.j  Goouiii-igc  bergt. 

Saml  Hardy 

jO!)n  i.>;.'an  oeigi. 

T> /-a  r"i--.'- 
l\0'-  K  t\  a_y 

Jolm  Hoioc!'.  Lorp 

IT.omas  Bruce 

Isaac  Far>:szuort/:  Corp 

jer.  D.  Belcher 

I^cnjamin  Corey  Centinel 

Josepli  Vvhjods 

James  Jewad 

Rob^  Gr;iy  [hi A 

Samuel  ]3avis 

Hezekiah  Fletcher 

John  Shepa>d  son  to  Danl  Shepard 

Cyprian  Stevens 

Richard  Rsce 

Jona  Liliey 

Sand  Fan^suca-ti)  son  to  Saml  Farns- 

Jona  Temple 

worth 

Jona  Ricl>ardson 

Bciija  Hjrris 

Walter  Malone 

Sai}i::el  SfoiJ 

Joseph  lie 'Did 

Uiiah  Idolt 

Benja  .  Ma  n)ihig 

Thri}}:as  Ross 

IVilliaDi  Qiirrin  serv^ 

Daniel  I'azan- 

John  ShepJey 

Jchfi  G;  'cdridoe. 

Isaac  Parker 

Joseph  }\ee 

Jona  Hnbbard 

Jn;ia  Millard 

Joseph  Lakin 

Won    ]nd.  scrvt  to  Rasepli  Mainer 

Phineas  Pa?  ker 

Eben-  Blood 

Ji-Hos  r'airharks 

Jona  Borden 

Jchr  Hay-vml 

Jolin  Lakin 

DauRl  Albert 

Isaac  Woods 
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Richard  Wiles 
RlcJiard  Gore 
Richard  Wiles  Ibisl  ■ 
Josiah  WUhcrhy 
A  ndrcw  Watldns 
Henry  Horghton 
John  Jdildcr 

John  WiLder  Junr  son  of  Thomas 
Wilder 

SiiKO}i  Aihcrion  son  of  James  Atli  - 
ertoh 

Tiiomns  Fairbanks  son  of  jabez  Fair- 
banks 


Natli'  Nutting 
Priiiic;!-3  13urt 
Stepbcn  bioynton 
Eben^-  Jaf^s' 
J  no.  G  rout 
Danie!  Collins 
Robt  Mears 
Josiah  Corey 
Jona  Fisk 
Lawrence  Lacey 
John  Nutting 
Daniel  KTelsey 
Tin"i0tb<y  Barron 


Narnc-s  suopoacd  to  be  of  Laneaste.r  are  printed  in  itvilics.  Residences  are  not 
givea  i-  ilie  ro'!,  CLiia;.iin  josiaii  was  brotlier  of  Captain  Samuel  VN'^iUard.  He  reme.ved 
to  Turkey  Rj!i:>  and  became  coionel  in  tlie  French  and  Indian  u^ir. 


n 


r 
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.    THE  BOOK  OF  LANDS, 

LL  reports  extant  of  tlie  rrjeetings  of  the  proprietary 
^  ^  before  A.  D.  17255  have  been  given  in  full  on  previous 
pages,  Tlie  first  allotments,  special  grants,  and  successive 
divisions  of  commons,  were  registered  In  the  Book  of 
Ivands.  These  valuable  records  are  continuous  from 
A.pril,  1656. — when  Ralph  Houghton  vvas  instructed  by 
the  Ar])itrators  to  begin  them, — to  the  la3dng  out  of  tlie 
last  of  the  coinmon  land  in  1835.  The  title  to  all  tlie  real 
estate  of  Lancaster,  Clinton,  Bolton,  Berlin,  and  much  of 
that  in  Harvard,  Bo}dston  and  Sterling,  is  founded  upon 
these  records.  The  original  proprietors  of  the  Nash  a  way 
plantation,  with  the  single  exception  of  Jolm  Prescott,  had 
before  the  organization  of  1653,  abandoned,  sold,  or 
by  inacdon  lost  their  rights  in  the  company.  Of  the  ilftj'-- 
five  wlio  signed  the  covenant  before  1660,  fifteen  failed  to 
iulfill  its  requirements,  and  their  corporate  rights  thereby 
hipsed,  while  four  names  were  added,  making  forty-four 
members  of  the  Proprietary.  This  number  was  soon  re- 
duced to  forty  by  purchases.  Among  these  forty  men  and 
their  successors  Lancaster's  original  territory,  less  a  few 
special  grants,  was  distributed.  The  first  allotments  each 
comprised  twenty  acres  of  upland  styled  the 'Hiouse  lot," 
and  tvrenty  acres  of  intervale.  The  special  grants  were  by 
way  of  inducement  to  persons  desired  as  inhabitants,  as 
rewards  lor  particular  services,  as  a  conveniency or  as 
allviwance  for  highways,  barren  land,  &c.  The  divisions 
oi  connmon  lands  v/ere  made  from  time  to  time,  to  the  num- 
ber 01  seven,  each  proprietor's  share  of  the  acreage  dis- 
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tributeci  being  proportionate  to  \n<  orit^inal  estcile.  Due 
regard  was  always  paid  to  differences  in  \'alne  arising  from 
sitviatioji  and  cinality  of  vSoii,  a  well  known  iield  beirig  l].\ed 
upon  as  a  guide  for  etitiniaiion  in  the  ]a.st  respect,  ^"ery 
generally  the  danc>-er  of  ])rejndice  in  the  distribution  was 
eliminated  by  giving  tiie  linal  detcrroination  to  lot. 

Aller  the  selection  of  the  site  wliereoii  to  plant  the  hearth- 
stone, the  pioneers  naturally  sought  the  lands  tliat  could  most 
easily  be  inade  to  3'ieh:l  food  for  man  and  cattle.  T3aniel 
Neal,  writing  about  A.  D.  i7oo>  of  ''The  Present  State  of 
New  England,"  tells  n.s  "  The  first  Planters  found  the  Grass 
in  the  Vallies  above  an  ell  in  Height ;  and  consequeritl}' 
pretty  rank  for  want  of  cutting,  but  tlicir  cattle  eat  it  and 
thrive  very  Vvcll  with  it,"  Tlie  broad  and  fertile  iritorvales 
of  the  Nashaway  doubtless  formed  a  chief  inducement  to 
the  settlement  here  at  so  earh*  a  date.  The  rank  grow  th 
of  natural  grasses  upon  these  comparatively  treeless  tracts 
furnished  alnnidant  fodder  tor  the  winter  supply  to  the  cat- 
tle, a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  in  those  davs, 
when  starvation  often  threatened  the  phuiter's  st<;ck  if  th.e 
deep  snows  belated  the  spring-time.  The  land  of  the 
earlier  divisions  consisted,  fjr  this  reason,  of  intervale  anid 
meadow  only,  this  latter  designation  being  used  in  its  older 
meaning,  gra>s  land.  The  swamps  and  vv coded  uplands 
obtained  value  as  populadon  increased. 

Transfers  of  land  find  no  place  in  tiiese  records  save  as 
casually  mentioned  in  descriptions,  :ind —  noiwdthstauding 
tl}e  law  of  October  19,  1652,  defiijing  tiie  oidy  legal  convey- 
ance of  real  property  to  be  by  written  deed  and  registry — 
until  several  years  after  tlie  settlement  of  Lancaster,  w«_-tind 
very  fev/  instances  wlicre  the  alienation,  of  land  was  made 
matter  of  record.  John  Cowdalhs  sale  cf  the  S^■monds 
King  trucking  house  site  to  Joim  Prescott,  in  1647.  is  foimd 
in  the  Snftblk  Registry,  but  neidier  Lawrence  Waters* 
transfer  to  John  Liall,  Hall's  to  Richard  Smith,  Smith's  to 
John  Tinker,  Philip  Knight's  to  Idnker,  nor  Tinker's  to 
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Tviajor  Simon  Willard  and  Thomas  Wilder,  can  be  found 
nn}' where  recorded,  ^''ery  gCTicrally  the  pioneers  made 
liijir  wiliSj  and  irom  tliese,  and  the.  settlement  of  estates, 
we  obtain  many  facts  useful  in  asceruiiirini;-  die  outlines  of 
home  lots.  The  two  mans  inserted  herewith  are  the  out- 
come of  a  diligent  stndv  of  the  Jiook  of  Lands,  ilu^  Mid- 
dlesex Probate  Files,  and  the  Registry  oi  Deeds.  In  thcjn 
will  be  found  the  results  of  an  holiest  endeavor  to  correctly 
locate  the  homes  of  the  earliest  proprietors.  While  the 
editor  makes  no  pretence  that  the  })ro[)ert;v  lines  are  laid 
down  witli  the  accuracy  of  a  surve}',  he  is  not  conscious  of 
ha\'ing  e\'ohved  one  of  them  from  any  self-satisfying  sapi- 
ence of  liis  own  respecting  the  fitness  of  things,  nor  of 
having  placed  one  mereh'  to  suit  dubious  tradition.  Facts 
of  record  have  fixed  every  stardng  point,  and  these  will  be 
as  clearly  set  forth  as  economy  of  space  Vv'ili  admit,  in  tlie 
proper  places. 

Ft  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  early  surveyors  made 
very  generous  allov/auce  for  swag  of  c)uun,  inequality  of 
ground,  ff  Civtci'a.  and  that  tlie  conventional  term  "more  or 
less,"  in  old  deeds  rarely  meant  less.  Sv/ampv.  rocky  or 
undesij'able  ''slips''  and  ''angles"  of  land  were  sometimes 
left  betvvcen  two  lots  in  a  range  as  common,  or  were  given 
to  abutters  v/itliout  m.easuremient.  As  for  example  :  the 
half  home  lot  of  Daniel  Gains  (who  came  after  the  first 
allotments  had  lieen  made),  ''a  peice  of  Fand  diat  vv-as  left 
by  the  Lett  of  Jolm  H-Ugg  and  Goodman  Flerly  ;'"  and  the 
svv'amp  bet'sveen  the  lands  of  Thomas  Joslin  and  Ids  son 
Nathaniel,  ''the  one  half  thereof  belonging  to  Nathaniel 
joslin  by  the  town's  Gift,  and  the  odier  to  his  faitherd' 

The  plan  of  the  present  publication  includes  only  tlie 
location  of  "first  allotments."  The  original  l>ook  oi 
Fands  carmot  be  found,  and  the  following  extracts  from 
the  transcript  nuide  by  Caleb  Wilder  about  1763,  pro\  e 
that  he  neifuer  copied  closely  nor  iniju-oved  upon  Ralpli 
Houghtoji's  ortliograph2/.  He  knev/  of  no  mark  of  punctu- 
ation but  tiie  cruon.. 
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THE  ESTATES  OF  THE  FIRST  INHABITANCE  OF  LAN- 
CASTER 

as  thay  are  Entered  iri  Itie  old  Book  of  Entcries  by  which  vlie  Lands  in 
Lancaster  are  all  diiiidc(i  Exept  the  iirst  Lotts  of  upland  and  rirst  Loits  of 
Enteruail  which  was  twenty  acres  Each  Lott  and  the  Rest  of  the  Lands 
both  upland  [and]  Enteruail  was  Diuided  acording  to  tiiair  Estates  to  witt 
four  acres  of  meadow  in  Each  dcuision  to  a  100  pounds  of  Estate  and 
acordingly  for  a  Grater  or  Lesser  Estate  as  entered  below  and  ten  acr'^s 
in  the  second  deuision  of  enteruail  to  euery  too  pounds  of  Eslaie  and 
acordingly  for  a  Grater  or  Less  Estate  and  one  pound  of  tistate  draws  one 
acre  in  euery  deui'^-'on  of  upland  Exept  the  first  and  nftl;  deaision  and  ii.  is 
now  the  Seuenth  deuision. 


I 

d 

/ 

■  John  Presciitt 

366 

^5 

0 

Thomas  Sawyer 

i  10 

0 

0 

William  C.arley  Sen 

270 

00 

0 

ICdward  Brick 

202 

J I 

0 

Ralph  Houghton 

264 

04 

Wihiam  Carle}  Juner 

i  06 

00 

0 

Edu'iond  Parker 

98 

00 

John  .Moors 

I  ]0 

00 

0 

Thomas  James 

36 

00 

0 

William  Lewis 

285  09 

0 

John  Johnson 

30 

00 

0 

John  farrali 

107 

00 

0 

John  Smith 

58 

^9 

0 

Roger  Sumner 

233 

oc 

0 

James  At.herton 

69 

5 

Jonas  fairbanks 

172 

oc 

0 

Robert  Brick 

10 

0 

0 

Jacob  fai-rah 

275 

>7 

■John  Rugc< 

S3 

10 

0 

Riciiard  Snrith 

313 

'3 

lO 

John  Lewis 

18 

10 

0 

TiiOmas  Joslin 

210 

00 

0 

Hej-ery  Carley 

VS 

0 

Tliomas  Wilder 

340 

00 

0 

Eichard  Linton 

90 

0 

0 

Stephen  Gates 

3' 4 

0 

John  Whitcomb  Jun 

29 

0 

0 

Jcihn  Whitcomb/ 

241 

00 

0 

Mordicai  ^Llckload 

5"^ 

0 

0 

Larrance  Waters 

277 

00 

0 

John  Rigbe 

50 

& 

0 

Jolui  Houghton 

250 

00 

James  Butler 

S9 

0 

0 

J  e  r  e  m  i  a  h  Rogers 

310 

00 

0 

Dariiel  Gains 

50 

0 

0 

Gamaliel  i.>eman 

2JO 

0 

John  W^iiile 

3bo 

06 

Jolm  Tinker 

200 

00 

0 

Plnflip  Knight 

100 

00 

0 

Josepli  Rov,  landson 

200 

00 

0 

John  Roper 

100 

cc> 

0 

Nathaniel  Joslin 

c 

Richard  Wheeler 

300 

00 

0 

THE  NAMES  OF  THOSE  THAT  HAD  30  ACRE  LOTl'S 
GRANI-ED  THE.M  BY  THE  TOWN  AFTER  THE  SET- 
TELMliNT  OF  THE  TOWN. 

John  Bush  John  Priest 

Samuel  Bentiitt  Caleb  Sawyer 

James  Frost  Tereroiaii  Wiiison 
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John  Hinds 


Willi.un  llutsoj). 


Josiali  Wheelci- 
joUn  Wnrncr 


John  Vvillaid 


The  rcoson  of  tlicse  spt  c  i  j'  grinit-j  is  not  touiu.!  in  rccoiLls.  With  a  sins;le  exo'jption 
they  \\ccc  laid  out  in  the  iunits  of  I-Lu-vurd  and  JJoiton^ 

THE  LANDS  OF  EDWARD  I3RJCKE  IN  THE  FIRST  DEUISION. 

/-/oj.'Sc:  Loit.  His  Iicjuse  Lort  upon  which  lie  buikied  his  house  Lyctii 
oa  the  east  Side  the  iiekt;:  iii  iliat  Rauge  of  L(Ats  it  uciug  the  hrst  Loti 
tliarc  as  it  is  Recorded  in  his  Grant  arid  it  buts  Eastardh-  upon  penecooice 
Riuer  and  westward  il  buis  vipon  a  highway  t],ai  goes  to  quasaponikiii  esi- 
teruad  and  Southardly  it  is  bounded  by  Sum  Land  that  was  Left  for  a 
hiway  and  Sence  is  Laid  out  for  a  Cuntric  higlsway  by  CouLord  men  and 
it  is  bounded  nortliardly  by  the  lott  of  Richard  Linton  now  in  tlie 
possion  of  Ralph  Houghtrni  and  it  is  Laid  out  for  twenty  acres  Ijc  it  more 
or  Less. 

eato't'  lil  Lj'U .  more  lic  luUii  t'his  enteruail  Lott  L}  ing  on  ihe  east  side 
penicooke  Ritier  Lying  at.  tVic  north  east  end  of  Swans  Swajiip  outing 
easterd]}-  upon  the  meadow  Lott  of  Jolni  iNioore  and  pard.y  uj:on  the  upland 
and  westward  it  buts  upon  jjeneeookc  Riuer  and  it  is  bounded  Soutluirdly 
by  a  In'gliway  t;iat  goes  thcrongh.  tiie  Swans  Swanip  to  the  Cornmr-ns  and 
northardly  it  is  bourided  by  the  Lott  of  his  son  Robert  Bricke  and  it  Lyeth 
for  twenty  acres  be  it  more  or  Less. 

Edward  ]>reck  came  from  Ash  ton,  England.  He  was 
in  Dorchest'cT,  1636,  was  made  froem.an,  1639,  and  in  1645 
receivedi  a  land  grant  cn  Sniell  ]>rook  conditioned  upon 
Iris  erection  of  a  n^ill  there.  Me  became  promiricnt  in  Dor- 
chester, being  a  selectman  for  several  years  both  before 
and  after  his  brief  residence  in  f.ancaster,  which  ^^  as  per- 
haps sliortened  by  the  death  of  his  \vife  in  1653.  He  died 
in  1662. '  His  house  here  svas  upon  th_e  east  end  of  liis  lot, 
which  extended  along  the  north  side  of  the  existing  street, 
Iwerity  rods  in  width,  from  the  Vv'ading  place  in  the  main 
river  to  tlie  cornc-r  now  occupied  by  Dr.  J.  L.  S.  Tiiomp- 
son.  This  land  and  house  came  by  purchase  into  posses- 
sion of  John  Glazier,  who  came  iiere  \rom  Woburn  soon 
after  llie  setilemenl,  and  died  October,  16SS.  Il  remained 
in  the  ownership  of  iKie  Gla/ier  family  until  1727,  \vhen 
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George.  Glazitjr  sold  it  to  Caj'ttain  vSaniuel  W^iliai  dH  who  is 
credited  ^vitl}  linving  binlt  the  old  mansion  on  tliit?  lot,  nvw 
standing  near  the  railroad  crossiijg. 

THE  LANDS  OF  ROBERT  BRICK. 

house  Loft,  his  liouse  LoLt  Lyelh  on  tlie  vve.st  side  the  neck  and  oji  the 
fla.st  side  the  nort  ]<iue)-  Ijutij';;  e.isterlv  upon  a  higliwa}  that  Goes  betwen 
the  two  Ranges  of  Lotts  and  it  iji.iLs  westerly  tipon  the  nortii  Riner  and 
Soiith.ardl}-  it  is  boimded  h\  Sura  Land  of  Richard  Linton  wtjearon  he  Jiath 
buikled  his  house  and  norihardi)  it  is  bounded  by  the  liouse  Lott  of  John 
Whitconib  Sener  and  it  L^  ellt  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or  Less. 

Enttruail L.ott.  rriore  \\q  hath  an  enteruail  Lott  Lying  on.  th^e  east  side 
of  pcnicook  Rin.er  butting',  easterly  upon  tiie  meadow  Lott  of  Johr:!  .Moore 
and  wcsttM'ly  upon  Penecook  Riuer  and  Li  is  bourided  SovtilK.irly  by  tlie 
Lott  of  has  father  Edward  Bidck  and  northai'ly  it  is  bounded  by  tlie  I,ott  of 
Ralpli  Houglaon  to  Gether  with  a  smali  quantity  of  Land  the  C^rant  wl^are- 
of  is  to  be  SLA-n  in  the  old  town  Book  L}ing  betwen  his  proper  Lotl  and 
the  Lott  of  Kalpli  Houghton  all  Lying  to  l}int  for  his  full  due  acordiug  to 
his  first  Grana  in  the  etiteruail  be  it  more  or  Less. 

Recorded  by  w\t  Ralph  Houghton  CUrk  f  2'^  of  January  1666 

Robert  Breck,  tlie  son  of  Edward,  married  Sarah  Haw  k- 
ins in  165s,  settled  in  Boston,  and  became  a  merchant  — 
never  occupying  his  lot  in  Lancaster,  which  was  opposite 
the  public  buildings. 

TPIE  LANDS  OF  RALPH  HOUGHTON. 

his  pplnit.  The  pp  house  Lott  of  Ralph  Houghton  is  the  third  LoU 
in  that  Rang  of  upland  Lotts  Lyisig  on  the  neck  on  tlie  west  side  of  peni- 
cooic  Ki[  er  1  emu  buundcd  south  by  Kiehard  Lintons  Lott  an  no-ih  bv  the 
Lott  where  ht  Irxtght  of  John  Preseutt  buting  easterly  upon  Penicook 
Riuer  and  west  upon  that  Raug  of  Lotts  that  Lyeth  on  the  west  side  of  the 
neck  whare  Goodman  Whiteomb  Liueth 

a  Lett  he  li<rdoJit  nf  John  Preseutt.  his  house  Lott  uhicli  he  bough.t  of 
Joiui  Prescvitt  feeing  the  fourth  Lott  in  the  sanie  Rang  of  Lotts  bounded 
soutii  by  Ins  own  p;.)  Lotl  and  north  by  tlie  Lott  of  James  Athertun  butiug 
Plaster'}'  upo-.  Pt  nujoek  P.iuer  and  west  upon  another  Rang  of  Lotts  that 
L}cs  on  tin:  wf-:i  side  ut  \\w  neck  acording  to  the  Record  of  Grants  in  the 
old  town  Ceok  v  hieh  Lotts  being  Eigiit  Score  Rods  in  Length  aad  Ivsenty 
Rods  wide  :  but  now  upon  Exchange  he  stands  possesied  of  the  East  end 
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of  R' chard  Lialonr,  Loll  whicii  is  the  sccon'l  Ixitt  in  that  Rv.wp;  of  I, oils 
aiKl  Lyci  CM  llic  ncvih  side  c>f  I'i^iwarri  Bricks  LijU  whicii  is  the  iirst  Lolt 
upo::.  which  be  ii  i'li  plained  his  jaJll^e  ;  \n  Le\\'  uhtreor  Richarci  Liuion 
i:r(t!i  hU  I'.v.-t.iy  -"cn^s  at  the  we-t  eiul  of  his  own  and  the  tv.'O  LoLis  of 
Ralph  ii<);ada(ii-;  as  ap-p-cnrs  by  a  deed  of  Exchan-e  betwcxt  them  Rolh 
the  Lo'U  of  '.!■•  :•  •■•'d  !'.;dp!'  hloag^it  hein;..^  and  Lyinif  fortwentv  acres  be 
thay  nioi'e  or  Less  ihay  fjeinj;-  Ivvo  home  Lo'.is. 

/^AV  Enitrndil  Gidca  Jiijn  by  tJu-  tuivn.  Mis  entcriiaile  Loit  which  was 
(.riuen  him  by  die  town  h'ing  on  tie:  h^ast  side  of  pcixicook  Ririer  Ijeie;^  tlie 
Uiird  Lo!t  in  d^a*:  Rang  of  Lotis  vdicrcin  Edward  Bricks  Loit  i.-  tiie  tn'st 
L\ing  bounded  by  i lie  Lotl  ot  Robert  Brick  (su  called  in  ihu  old  town 
Book)  on  tiK-  south  side  and  north  b)  the  Lott  of  Ralph  Houghton  wliicli 
he  bonghl  of  Joliu  j'rt-scnU  ijuting  east  on  the  Still  Riuer  and  west  upon 
Pejiicook  Jviutr  and  Lyct'i  for  tA\mits-  acres  be  it  niore  or  less. 

his  nitcnidU  Jit  toaojii  of  Join:  I'rcscutt .  and  his  enteruail  which  he 
bought  of  joim  br<;scutt  L\'es  bounded  sou.th  b>'  his  own  pp  Lott  which 
was  Giueir  him  by  tlie  town  and  bounded  north  by  James  Athertons  Lott 
buting  Ea.stHr.br  injoa  the  Stih  Riuer  and  west  ujjon  Penecook  Riuer  which 
is  b\"  Est. n-adon  and  also  by  his  deed  of  sale  from  John  Prescutt  fifty 
acres  :  

Ralphi  lloiigditon  was  cne  of  the  four  who  first  signed 
the  Lancaster  covenant,  in  1652,  corning  liere,  it  is  -jaicK 
from  AVatcrtown.  Lie  was  then  about  twenty-nine  years  of 
age.  Being  the  best  penman  of  the  pion-eers,  he  was  made 
clerk  of  records,  and  held  tb.at  position  until  tlie  massacre. 
He  w'as  adn^dtted  ti  freeman  in  166S,  and  elected  depuly  in 
1673  and  16S9.  The  date  of  his  death  is  not  found,  but 
must  liave  been  after  1692,  as  in  that  year  he,  with  \\ \ ie 
Jime,  transferred  the  northern  half  of  his  liotise  lot  10  his 
son  Jose})h.  His  children,  were  Rtdph  ;  James  ;  Mc!]-y,  11, 
4'J^'53  ^  John,  28,  2.  1655  ;  Joseph,  1,5,  1657  ;  Experience, 
I,  S,  1659  :  Sarah,  17,  12,  1661  ;  Abigail,  15,  5,  i66.t  ;  H;in~ 
nah,  October  16,  1667,  x\]l  but  Ralph  Lind  Jam.es  were 
boi-n  in  I^ancaster.  John  tmd  Hannah  died  October,  1679, 
in  Charlestown.  Joseph  Houghton  sold  his  half  of  the 
homestead  to  Joiui  Glazier,  and  he  sold  it  to  Sinton 
Stevens. 
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TUE  LANDS  OF  laCflARI)  LINTON 

fiii  lioiisc  Loft .  Tlic  house  Lolt  of  Uicliard  Linlou  Contaii'Ing  ''"iorc 
or  Less  twenty  ucic?  is  scitUute  Lying  and  hcing  on  the  neck  of  Lai  id : 
and  by  ex^Jiau^e  aiid  l»'rilei  j^etweu  lu..n.  and  Ralph  l-Laighiou,  in-  Laycd 
ont  betv/en  theuiseiuos  at  tlie  west  end  of  ths  Loit  or  Lotls  of  the  saifl 
Ralph  Hongluon  beuig  die  bredrii  of  his  iwo  L'Hts  and  is  b;!ui,d^(!  Frea 
by  the  said  Lotts  South  In'  the  Lott  of  Edward  I5r:-J;  nc.rlh  !y  J  antes 
Atharton  his  Lott  and  west  by  the  Lolt  of  John  Wldleonib  Scner.  .Also 
more  or  Less  Six  acres  on  which  his  Dwelhijg  iiouse  now  Standetli  Giuen 
hiro  by  tlie  tovvai  and  arliitrators  Consent  bounded  soatJi  and  west  b}  tlva 
Ground  of  Lawarance  Waters  north  Robert  jjiicks  Lott  so  rianiCd  In 
the  town)  Buok  arid  tlie  higiuvay  easterly  scittuate  Lying  and  being  near  to 
liis  h!)use  Lott  aforesaid  ijeing  part  upland  and  part  swarvi.p  neere  to  the 
form  of  a  triajigle. 

enternail  Lott    The  cnteruaile  Lott  of  Richard  Linton  containing  

acres  more  or  Less  L3  etli  at  the  Sonih.  oid  of  quosapanakin  in  tlie  man- 
er  and  form  of  a  triangle  bounded  by  the  north  Riuer  cowards  the  north 
the  enternail  of  John  Wbitcornb  towards  tlie  North  and  Sonllnvard  by  his 
own  meadow  Ground 

In  September,  1645,  Richard  Linton  deeded  Ids  house 
and  lot  in  Watertown  to  Roljert  Sander.son.  Aboui  that 
date,  or  perhaps  earlier,  he  and  his  son-in-law  ,  Ltivvrence 
Waters,  began  life  \^•ith  their  families  Lir)on  the  Nashavray, 
having  been  induced  b}'  the  hrst  proprietors  to  undertake 
the  task  of  preparing  the  way  for  further  st_-t:i lenient.  He 
died  xMarch  30,  1665,  and  by  his  wul  it  would  seen^  tl)at 
h  i  s  \v  i  i  e  E  h  z  a  b  e  t  hi  o  1 1 1 1  i  v  e  d  1 1  i  ni  =  I  f  i  s  It  o  u  s  e  s '  •: j  o  u  p ;  ^  n  t  \\ e 
west  side  of  the  pres(?nt  street,  sonie where  betweeii  the 
residences  of  Miss  Levantia  Bradley  and  Henry  M.  Lath- 
am, but  he  owned  the  land  along  tlie  opposite  side  of  tlte 
way  for  sixty  rods,  including  tlie  ground  u.pon  wltich  the 
public  buildings  stand.  Mis  daughter,  Anne  Waters,  re- 
ceived ten  acres  of  this  in  trust  for  his  grtmdson,  Joseph 
Waters.  The  other  lands  he  left  to  another  grandson., 
George  Bennett,  wlio  being  slain  in  the  massacre  xVugust 
22,  1675,  Sanniel  Bennet,  his  son,  succeeded  b.)  p^ossession. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JAMES  ATHERTON. 
House  Lott    His  uphuid  Lott  for  a  house  Lott  Lyeih  on  the  east  side 
the  neck  buting  easterdly  on  penicooh  Riuer  and  wester!)'  it  buts  upon 
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another  Kni:>:  of  Lotls  tliat  L)cih  on  the  west  side  the  neck  and  it  is 
bounded  Souiherl}-  b}-  the  Lott  of  Raipli  Houi;hioii  and  northard'y  hy  the 
L'j'A  of  John  Vv  hiic  Lyia-;  ujv  two'ity  acres  be  it  more  or  Less. 

I'ntcruaf!  J..:ff  More  he  lui-.h  an  enleruaiJc  Lett  L\iiiJi-  on  the  east  side 
of  penicook  iiiuer  billing  easterdly  upon  sum  part  cA  the  Hosokie  meadow 
and  'vestard'''-  i^.v.-.n  ];enicook  Kiuer  and  Southardly  it  is  bounded  by  the 
Lett  of  Ralph.  HouLditon  anai  at  tlte  west  end  of  it  b}  tlie  high  >va\  tliat 
Runs  sloping-  tVivew  the  Lett  that  goes  to  the  meadows  and  northardh-  it 
is  bounded  \y\  tiK-  Lot!  of  John  W't-iite  and  it  L}eth  lor  twenty  a...ies  be  it 
'inore  or  Less. 

James  Atliertori  came  here  from  Dorcliester  with  wife 
ILmnah.  He  is  thougiiL  to  have  been  a  brother  of  Major 
Gener:il  Humphrey  Atlierton.  In  Lancaster  chikireii  were 
born  to  liim  as  follows  :  James,  1654  ;  Joshua,  1656  ;  Han- 
nah, 1657  :  iNiary,  1660;  Elizabeth,  1666;  Deborah,  1669; 
Joseph,  ]67  3.  In  169-7,  '^-^^'^^'^g  tl:;e'n  of  IMilton,  he  cor.voyed 
his  land  in  Lancaster  to  his  eldest  son  James,  Jr.  In  1703 
the  eastern  part  of  the  home  lot  is  found  in  possession  of 
Joseph '\Vheelock,  he  having  purchased  it  from  Isaac  Tem- 
ple of  -Marlborough.  The  western  portion  had  been 
bought  by  "sVilliam  Hivoll.  J  rimes  and  James.  J3\,  w  ere 
then  resident  near  Bare  Hill,  and  Joshua  rjear  vStill  River 
in  Harvard.  James,  the  father,  died  at  SJierborii  m  1707, 
aged  84  \'ears.  The  higliway  li-orn  the  brick  store  east  to 
the  neck  road  probably  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ather- 
ton  lot, 

JOHN  WliiTE'S  LANDS. 

No  record  of  John  Wliite's  first  allotmiCnt  is  found  in  the 
Book  of  Lands,  though  this  is  probably  an  omission  of  the 
copyist.  We  know,  however,  that  tiie  house  lot  jr)ined 
Atherton's,  and  thnt  his  house  stood  upon  the  east  en^d  of 
it.  Direct  descendants  have  resided  upon  tb.e  Janci  until 
modern  days,  and  perhaps  tlie  first  settler's  homic  was  on 
or  quite  near  tlie  site  of  Edward  Houghton's  residence. 
Goodman  Wiiite,  however,  owned  the  land  across  the  Idgb- 
way,  boundnig^  upon  tlie  river.  He  came  here  from  Salem, 
v/here  he  Vv'as  admitted  an  inliabitant  in  1639,  "^^^^^ 
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estate  vn  what  is  now  Wcnliam,  u]"*ori  which  his  elch'st  son, 
Thojiia^.  remained-  Fie  brought  with  hiui  to  Lancaster 
liis  \\il'e  Joanna,  a  son  josiah,  Eh'zabeth,,  who  married 
Henry  jver]e_\'  November  2,  1054,  IVJar}-,  wite  of  tiie  Rev 
erend  Toseph  Rowinndson,  and  Hannah,  who  married  Jolm 
Di\-(j!l  in  1663.  He  had  also  married  dauohters  Joanria 
and  Sarah.  His  wH'q  died  in  1654.  Hannah,  the  yonncr- 
est  dan.'^hter,  we  learn  from  his  will,  was  "  a  nurse  to  him 
in  his  old  age,"  and  tlie  Lancaster  estate  was  beqneatlied 
to  her  arid  her  brother  Josiah,  John  White  died  in  the 
spring  of  1673,  his  will  being  signed  I\Iarc]i  10,  and  otihred 
for  probaite  JMa}'  28th  of  that  year.  His  son  Josiah  died 
NovenibLr  11,  1714.  The  famous  L:idian  fighter,  Captaii] 
John  White,  was  son  of  Josiah. 


THE  LANDS  OF  WILLIAM  LEAVES 

//(-)?/s<:  Lott .  his  upland  Loll  E>r  a  house  Lon  Lying  in  thai  Rang  of 
Letts  on  the  west  side  penicook  Riuer  on  the  neck  and  it  is  bounfied 
southwaixdy  by  the  Lott  ot"  jolin  White  and  nonhardl)  it  is  boun-led  by 
the  Lott  of  John  Lev/eis  his  son  and  Easterdly  it  but.-,  upon  tlie  said  peni- 
cook Rii!u!  and  westardb,'  it  buls  upon  an  other  Raaige  of  Lotts  that  was 
Laid  on  tfie  west  side  th.e  neck  a  high  wa}-  Rnnning  Cross  th.e  Lort  near 
the  east  end  of  it  to  quasanonikin  hill  and  it  Lyeih  for  twenty  acres  be  it 
more  or  Less 

his  enieruail  Lott.  More  he  hath  his  entcruail  Lott  Lying  on  thie  east 
side  penecook  Riuer  and  it  Lyeth  bounded  soutliardly  by  the  Loll  of  John 
White  nortriaidly  by  the  Lott  of  John  Levreis  and  it  huts  east^.n-dly  upon 
part  of  the  ha^okie  meadow  and  westardly  it  bats  upon  penicook  Riner  a 
high  wa;,-  Rnning  tln'ough  it  to  tfse  meadows  and  other  Lands  beh:)w  it 
whach  rs  allowed  for  in  meashnring  the  Lort  Laid  out  for  twenty  acres  be  it 
more  or  Less. 

William  Lewis  was  of  Roxbury,  where  he  was  made 
freeman  in  1642.  His  children  were  John,  born  in  Eng- 
land, 1635:  Christoplier,  1636:  Jvydia,  born  in  R.oxbur3% 
163c);  Josiah,  1641;  Isaac,  1644;  Mary,  1646;  and  Han- 
nah, 1649.  He  deeded  to  his  son  Cin-isl(»p]ier  the  eastern 
half  of  his  home  lot,  April  19,  1662.    He  died  167 1,  loth 
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month,  3cl  day,  leaving  by  will  his  house  and  Lmd  to  his 
wife  A.niie  and  son  Isaac.  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Josiah 
While.     Lydia  niarried  Mordecai  MacLoiid. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  LEWEJS 

House  Lc^ff.  liis  iiplaiid  Loll  for  a  bouse  Lott  Lyelh  in  tint  Rang  of 
Letts  on  the  ea^t  side  tlie  neck  ljuting  Easterdly  vipon  pcnicook  Rioer  and 
westardiy  it  buts  upon  a  Rang  of  Lotts  that  Lyetli  on  the  west  side  th.e 
neek  and  it  is  bounded  soiuhardl}'  b}'  the  Lott  of  William  Lev/eis  his  lather 
and  northardly  it  is  bounded  by  the  Lott  of  Tiiomas  James  a  high  \.-ay  of 
5  Rods  Runing  Crosse  it  near  the  east  end  of  it  to  quasapon'kin  liiil  and  ft 
Lyeth  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or  Less. 

Iiifcruail  Ijjf/ .  more  iie  hatli  his  enteruail  Lott  Lying  on  the  east  side 
of  penivrook  Riuer  bounding  SuuthardJ}  by  tlie  Lott  of  Wiiliam  Leweis  his 
father  and  northardly  it  is  bounded  by  the  Lott  of  Thomas  James  and  it 
buts  eastcrd.ly  ui>on  sum  part  of  tlie  hosokie  n^cadow  taking  in  sum  swampp\' 
land  tlieir  for  Iiis  Conuenieneie  in  the  2  deuision  and  also  for  allowance  for 
the  higliway  that  Runs  Slojung  through  his  Lott.  and  westardiy  it  buts 
upon  penccook  Riuer  and  it  is  Laid  out  to  him  for  twenty  acres  be  it  more 
or  Less. 

John  Lewis,  son  of  WilHam,  liad  by  wife  Hannah  cljii- 
dren  boin  in  Lancaster,  as  fc^Uows  :  Barrachia,  1663  :  Re- 
beccah,  1665  :  Patience,  166S  ;  John,  1671  ;  WiL'iam,  1673. 
At  the  massacre  he  removed  to  Dorchester,  where  were  born 
FL^mnah,  167S  :  Thankful,  toSo  ;  and  Judith.  He  built  a 
house  in  Dorchester  in  1679,  and  was  living  there  in  1687, 
whence  it  may  be  infei-red  iiiat  he  did  not  return  to  Lancas- 
ter.   Josiah.  White  obtai n.ed  the  Levvis  lands. 

THE  LANDS  OF  THOaLAS  JAMES 

ids  House  LoU.  the  house  Lott  of  Thomas  Jajnes  Containing  twenLy 
acors  is  the  ninth  Lott  Lying  on  the  neck  of  Land  on  the  v/esi  side  of  peni- 
cook  Riuer  bating  east  u.pon  the  Riuer  ajid  west  upon  another  Rang  of 
Locts  that  Lyelh  on  the  west  side  of  tlie  neck  bounding  south  b}-  the  Loit 
of  Jorm  Ltweis  and  north  by  the  Lott  of  Edmon  parker  being  eiglit  Score 
Rods  in  Length  and  twenty  Rods  wide  and  L}'es  for  t'.ventv  acres  jie  it 
more  or  Less  a  h.igf;  way  of  hue  Rods  wide  Riniiug  ouer  Crosse  it  to 
Cjuosai^onikin  hill  near  alvout  the  midel  of  tl^e  Lott. 

kis  ent'?ruail  His  enteruail  is  also  the  ninth  Lott  Lying  on  tl;e  cast 
side  of  penicook  Riuer  l>eing  Eight  Score  Rods  in  Length  and  twenty 
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Rods  wide  and  Lyelh  for  twenty  acres  I)e  it  more  or  Less  biit!i)g  ezist  upon 
a  higliwa}-  tlia.t  goes  to  the  plun-sti-ees  and  tO'  the  meadows  ana  enteniail-S 
and  buiing  west  on  penicook  Rin.er  l^oiuided  South  by  iht  Lott  of  John 
Leweis  and  nortli  by  tlie  Lott  of  luiniund  Parher. 

Thomas  James  had  a  wife  Elizabetli,  and  a  son  John 
born  in  Cliarleslown,  i8-.ii..i632.  11c  left  his  property 
in  Lancaster  to  his  cousins,  the  Lewises,  and  Cliristopher 
Lewis  sold  the  east  end  of  the  house  lot,  between  the  river 
and  the  highway,  to  Josiah  White,  in  1705.  Tiionias 
James  died  March  15,  1660. 

EDMUND  PARKER'S  LANDS.  '  ' 

The  copyist  of  the  Book  of  Lands  has  omitted  F.dmuiid 
Parker's  estate  from  the  records.  His  house  lot  was  be- 
tween that  of  Tliomas  James  anci  John  Farrar's,  and  of  the 
same  extent  as  theirs.  Edmund  I^arker  came  here  trr,m 
Roxbury  with  wife  Elizabetli  [Howe],  and  children  Ehiza- 
beth,  born  1649,  and  Abraham,  born  165)2.  There  were 
born  to  him  here  Mary  and  Esther,  1654,  and  Deborah, 
1655,  l^he  wife  died  June  9.  1657.  P.alpli  Houghton,  h.as 
left  us  a  ver}^  nnllattering  account  of  tire  tamily,  which  can 
be  found  in  previous  pages.  Tlie}'  disappear  from  Lan- 
caster at  tlie  m.assricre,  retnrning  to  Roxlnny.  In  Parker's 
will,  dated  Roxbury,  April  13,  1692,  he  mentions  all  the 
children  above  named,  and  makes  his  "  trusty  &  well  be- 
loved Friends  Jolni  Moore  and  Thomas  \Vilder  Liuet,  both 
of  Nashavray  whole  and  sole  executors."'  Fie  probably 
died  early  in  1694,  inventory  is  dated  May  28th  of 

that  year.  By  the  vriil  Josiah  White  Vvas  to  have  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  home  lot  at  appraisal.  The  executors  were 
to  sell  the  rest. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JACOB  FARRAH  TLLA.T  HE  BOUGHT-  OF 
JOHN  FARRAH 

/lis  honsr  I  oft.  and  he  hath  also  a  house  Lott  winch  he  had  from  his 
brother  John  farrah  Ciuen  by  him  and  Conhrmed  and  Rattihed  by  the  tovv  n 
which.  Lott  L)eth  on  die  Neck  on  tlie  west  side  of  penicook  Riuer  biuing 
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east  upon  t'le  .^aicl  Riuer  and  west  upon  anotlKr  Rang  of  Lolts  iliat  L\-es 
on  llic  \V(,  :-l  side  of  tiic  iu'clv  hounded  Sondi  bv  tiie  Lott  of  Edmoii  paiker 
aiul  ni.rdi  ijy  tiie  Lett  of  Ro;^\;i-  Su inner  at  the  west  end  and  by  the  Coui- 
n'on  at  the  east  end  and  bv  sid  Land  of  Jeremiah  Rogers  wlii eh  Lott 
being  jEigiii  Scoore  Rod-.  Long  a.nd  t>venty  Rods  wide  and  Lyeth  f(;r 
twenty  acres  be  it  more  Less 

The  Farrar  Ir/otliers  were  from  Lancashire.  Jo!)i},  after 
a  brief  sta}'  here,  went  to  Woburn,  where  he  was  aciraitieu 
an  inhp.bitant  in  1656,  and  tliere  died  ''very  old,"  in  1690. 
John  l-houL':hton  and  wife  Alary  [Farrar]  transferred  fhe 
above  liouse  lot  to  George  Glazier  in  iMarch,  1706. 

THE  LANDS  OF  ROGER  SUALXER. 

/lis  Jioii.sc  Loit .  T!ie  lionsc  Lott  of  Roger  Sumner  L3-eth  on  tlie  neck 
bounded  Soutli  by  the  Lott  of  Jacob  forrer  nortii  by  a  high  v/ay  betwen  it 
and  tlie  h.ouse  Lott  of  Canxriiel  Reman  eastward  by  tlie  high  way  th.at 
Goes  to  quosaponilcin  hill  aiu!  v.esl  by  [a]  parcel  of  upland  Giuen  to  his 
father  in  Law  Thomas  Joslin  tlie  said  house  Lott  being  laid  out  for  twenty 
acres  be  it  more  or  Less- 

his  enteruail  Lcii  his  enteruail  Lott  Lyetli  at  quosaponikin  contains 
more  or  Less  twenty  acres  Southardly  bounded  by  the  Lott  of  Na.ihariiei 
Joslin  northardly  l3y  Gamaliel  Beman  vv'esterdly  by  the  Northi  Riuer  easterly 
on  the  Idghi  way  Runlng  betwen  it  and  the  meadow. 

Deacon  Roger  Snmner.  the  son  of  William,  born  in 
England,  came  here  from  Dorchester,  where  he  had  l>een 
made  freeman  in  1657.  He  was  a  member  of  the  cliurch, 
and  August  26,  1660,  w^as  dismissed  in  order  tliat  he  miglit 
assist  in  organizing  a  church  at  Lancaster.  His  wife  was 
i\Iary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Joslin.  Their  cliildren  were 
Abtgaiu  1657:  vSamuel,  1659;  \Vaitstill,  1661;  iNiary, 
1665;  Jaazoniah,  i663 ;  Rebecca,  1671:  William,  1673; 
Ebenezer,  i67<S.  Deacon  Sumner  Jet't  Lanciister  at  the 
time  of  the  massacre,  returning  to  Dorchester.  He  died 
in  Milton,  May  :-6,  169S,  aged  sixt}-six  vears.  Tlie  house 
lot  above  described  extended  along  the  south  side  of  the 
lilghway'  til  at  leads  west  from  Lane's  Crossing-  The  land 
rights  of  Roger  Sinnner  were  purchased  of  liis  sons  "Wil- 
liam and  Samuel  by  the  brothers  Edinund  and  Ebenezer 
17 
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Harris,  who  came  to  Lancaster  from  Siidbur}'  about  J70S. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JI^REAllAfl  ROGERS 

/louse  Loli.  iiis  iioiiM;  Lull  Lsin.:;  v>n  liic  n<:ck  on  tlie  oast  Side  lharc 
of  near  to  a  IM-oolc  that  we  ynsh  oaer  to  ,140  to  quasaponikin  hill  their  heiag 
ten  n',:oi's  oi'  lh;ii"e  :i!;outs  Lxin:;  bounar'i  S'.iiithai'tiiy_ bv  tlie  Loir  r.{  ja^o!) 
tairah  a nd  a.-aaliardiy  by  »uir!  C\>aimon  Land  Vv-]dcli  since  v>-as  Laid  out  to 
!ii;n  for  Sccoiul  dcai-ion  arid  \ve:>tcrdl\-  it  is  bo'.aided  !'y  tlie  hii(hv.a\-  that 
goes  tr*  qLiO.viiJoniktn  Idll  and  castta'd'y  it  is  boiindL-d  by  a  Swani];  that 
Lyetl)  betvven  the  Stal<.'d  Conrmon  and  it  and  lie  hatli  ten  acres  more  or 
dt»eir  nli.iuu  [.\-irij;  ;u  tiie  Soiidi  end  of  a  jx'^ice  of  Land  called  Pine  hill 
bounded  nordi;.ri\!L-  by  the  said  pine  hill  and  .Southard!}  it  is  bounded 
partly  bv  the  house  Lott  of  Jacob  farrar  and  partly  l.)\-  sum  cntmiail  Land 
of  his  O'.vn  and  easterdly  it  buts  partly  u])on  Fe-necook  Riaer  a!;(i  p,.\ril\- 
uj.'on  fris  (.r>\  J)  ciiteruail  Land  and  \\a"stej'diy  it  buts  upon  the  staled  Com- 
mon calh  fi  tiiu!>cr  plain  bodi  the  alorsaicl  |-ci-cells  of  Land  is  Laid  out 
unto  ti'!u  >aid  jei-emiah  Ri)gcrs  for  20  acre^  ])e  it  more  or  Less. 

euUruail.  Mis  Lott  of  enteiaudl  as  it  v/as  Granted  by  the  town  and 
Laid  out  ii!  two  pieces  one  peire  a\  hereof  L}'eth  near  to  a  peice  ct"  Lani;t 
calted  pine  lu'H  bounded  nr^rthv,-,'ird  h\  sum  ]jart  of  Ids  ov/n  housi-  Lott 
that  L_veiri  Ijei-.'/i-ri  it  ara}  die  said  ]>ine  hill  aaid  southardl\'  it  is  !.)uundcd 
b}  sum  cnteruail  Laud  oi  Jacob  farrars  that  Lyeth  at  the  end  of  his  home 
Lorr  and  easierdly  it  i:'ats  upon  penicook  i-tiuer  ouer  against  an  L'denvvare 
Calle(_l  Jameses  \vare  and  westerdly  it  ijuts  upon  sum  part  of  his  own 
house  Lott  there  being  six  acors  or  there  abouts  and  another  jiart  tliareof 
Lving  iii  liie  outermu>t  side  of  liie  Sound  Land  at  quosaponikin  enteruaii 
and  Lyeih  Ij^undec)  Soutiierly  hx  tite  Lott  of  (ramaiiel  Reman  and  north- 
arc'ly  b\-  a  ldi:;h  pine  hid  and  it  buts  westardly  upon  the  North  Riuer  and 
Easterly  n;ion  a  liig!~!  way  tIrU  Leaais  into  ilie  enteruail  swamp  that  is 
Laid  out  for  second  deuision  this  henig  fourteen  acres  or  thare  abouts  both 
\vi(ich  jrua^f-b-  of  eMiteru;ail  are  Laid  out  to  the  said  Jeremiah  Rogers  for 
twenty  acres  be  it  more  or  Less. 

Jeremiah  Rogers  from  iJorcLiesier.  hX  the  massa- 
cre lie  rctiirnecl  ibitiier,  an.d  tliere  died  Septeniber  26,  1676, 
]ea\dr;g  n  widow.  Abiah,  who,  witb  two  daiigliters,  Abigail 
an.d  J5alhsheba,  diedi  ot"  small-pox  in  evlai-ch,  167S.  His 
child)-cr!  were  Mai-garet,  Icliabod,  1659;  Llitiabei, 

1662;  Jehosaph...t,  1663  :  Abiah,  1664  ;  Bathsheba .  1667: 
h--rael,  1671  ;  >'"Misanna,  1O73  :  also  Jeremiah,  Abigail 
aad  Sarah,  tlie  dates  of  whose  births  are  not  ftamd. 
The  Rogers  Itoitse  lot  is  cut  in  twain  b\'  the  old  turnpike. 
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and  included  the  u])per  brick  yiird  of  Samuel  R.  Datrioii, 
the  Anthony  Lane  homestead,  and  the  Lands  of  Emory 
White.  JMav  12,  1710,  Jeremiah  Rogers  of  Sal. cm,  wheel-- 
Wright,  and  Jehosaphat  }<.ogers  of  Topsrleld,  tailor,  sohi 
their  father's  lands  to  Edward  Phelps,  weaver,  iVora  An- 
dover..  Rogers  had  sold,  in  1663,  one  hundred  acres  of 
his  outlying  hind  to  Flenry  Kimball,  a  blacksmith  of  Boston. 

THE  LANJ3S  OF  GAMALHrL  BEMAN 

House  Loft  Mis  h,oii5.e  Lot.t  being  near  irnto  Ouosapoiiikin  Brook 
bounded  by  Sum  Cornrnon  Land,  that  seuce  was  Laid  out  to  himse'.f  for 
second  deuisior.  on  the  north  side  of  it  and  South  it  is  bounded  by  a  Idgh- 
way  tliat  Lyeth  betwen  the  Lott  of  Roger  Sumner  and  it  huts  easterdly 
upon  a  high  Vv'ay  that  Goes  to  quosaponikin  hill  the  southeast  corner 
of  it  and  at  the  nortlieast  Corner  it  h'ut.s  u]>on  Sum  Land  Laid  out  to 
uathanicl  Josliri  and  Roger  Sumner  for  second  deuision  and  it  outs  west- 
ardly  upon  Suni  Comon  Laud  Laid  out  to  himself  for  second  deuk^ion 
L'\-!!ig  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or  Less. 

/•A  t,vA-'7/r///  Luff.  His  enteruaile  Lott  Lyeth  at  quosaponikin  Inter- 
uaii  buiing  west  upon  the  North  Riuer  and  east  upon  sura  swanrpy  brushey 
Ground  that  Lyetli  between  sum  meadow  of  Stephen  Gates  and  this  Lcti 
a  hignway  Runirig  at  the  eand  of  it  bounded  Southardiy  by  the  Lot  or 
Roger  Sumner  and  north  by  the  Lott  of  Jeremiah  Rogers  and  L'/eth  for 
twenty  acres  be  it  more  or  Less. 

Gamaliel  Beaman  came  ff-om  England  in  the  Elizabeth 
and  Ann,  A,  D.  1635,  and  settled  in  Dorchester.  In  1659, 
being  then  thirty-six  years  old,  he  came  to  Eancastej-, 
bringing  a  hn-ge  family.  At  the  time  of  the  massacre  he 
returned  to  Dorchester  and  there  died  INIareh  23,  167S. 
An  indicati^>n  of  their  poverty  at  this  date  is  th,e  fact  that 
the  tax-rates  of  Gamaliel,  Sen,,  Gamaliel  Jr.,  John  and 
Tliomas  I^eaman  are  set  down  in  the  Dorchester  Records 
as  "Desperate  Debts."  Tlie  Beam.ans  were  amon.g  the  first  to 
i'eturn  to  Lancaster  upon  its  re-settlement.  John  and  Gam- 
aliel set  up  new  houses  on  tlteir  father's  lands  at  \\''ataqua- 
dock.  John,  Jr.,  hived  upon  tlie  old  iiomestead  on  the  neck. 
Ihhe  ciiildren  of  GiaiTialiel,  Sen.,  and  Sarah  ("Cf'lark)  Bea- 
nran  were  John,  1649;   Joseph,  1651  ;  Gamaliel,  1653: 
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Thomas,  1654;  ^^'^O  '  ^*^5^  ?  S;n  ah,  1658  —  all  borabeiore 
tbe  family  cani-/  from  Dorcliester  :  unci  r^Noah.  i:66j  :  'j'liaiik- 
f\il,  i66;>,  :  Mciiitabcl 1667.  born  in  j^ancasler.  Jo) in 
Beamairs  l"ii\adsione  in  the  old  burial  ground  records  liiat 
he  died  1740,  aged  ninclv  years.  His  son  Gamnlieb  born 
in  168.1.  was  tlie  first  settler  in  A\'oonksecliocV.sett.  now 
Sterling.  Tliankful  married  Natlianiei  Vv  ilson  ^vho,  in 
1694,  sold  to  Walliam  Slieafe  Gamaliel  Beainan^'^  house 
and  lot  in  Lancaster." 

THE  LANDS  OF  LAWRENCE  WATERS 

/ffs  J:oi!^c  Loft.  The  house  Lotl.  of  Lawrence  Waters  part  whareof  Lies 
in  tiiat  feilfl  "lie  \y.:A\\  enclosed  by  his  li.ouse  their  being  six  acors  and  iialT 
and  nine  acors  of  ei\teruail  in  that  feild  butting  soiUh  upon  the  high  v/ay 
tliat  L\es  betwecii  the  Carting  pLice  in  the  north  Riuer  and  it  bounds 
north  upon  th;e  Lott  or  orchard  of  Ivichard  Linton  and  upon  tlie  Lott  of 
Robert  Lrick  and  bounded  east  by  a  highway-  that  Goes  to  quasap(.ir<ikin 
meado^vs  and  west  and  sondi  west  by  tiic  North  Riuer  u;)on  which,  he  'lal'n 
planted  Ids  house  garden  and  orchard  both  whichi  pcrsels  of  upLand  and 
Enteruail  beirig  i)r.rleof  his  'nouse  Lott  and  enteruail  Lott  more  lie  hath 
a.  pai  t  of  his  uplnrid  LottL\  ing  on  tl'ie  east  side  of  tlie  Swans  Swairip 
being  about  tliirtccn  acres  and  jialf  or  tiia^-e  abouts  ;  bounded  SouLli  bv  a 
brook  and  north  b;;  a  hill  at  the  side  of  the  pine  plain  and  west  l:>y  the 
Swans  Swamp  and  butir;g  east  upon  a  Littel  Corner  of  a  plainer 

Jiis  oUo  iiail  I.oti  More  he  hath  eleuen  acres  of  enteruaile  Lyirig  on  the 
east  side  of  i'enicook  Riuer  l;ulting  east  upon  the  high  way  t'lai  Goes  to 
the  Pluintrees  and  west  ui)on  tlie  Riuer  It  Lyes  bounded  South  by  ?uan 
common  ent^:raai!  Rti-erued  frir  a  lott  and  norti\  l)y  sum  enteruail  t'uat  was 
sunr  time  Laid  out  hu  n  Lott  to  Goodman  Wilder:  all  which  parcels  of 
upland  and  enteruail  L\  ing  for  his  upland  Lott  an.d  enteruail  Lott  and 
Lying  for  iourlie  acres  be  thay  more  or  Less. 

Lawrence  Waters,  a  cariienter  of  W;ttertown,  was  one 
of  triree  sent  up.  in  1645,  by  tlie  grantees  of  the  Nashawa.y 
Plantation,  t-o  make  suitable  preparation  lor  tlun'r  own  com- 
ing. By  his  wiic  Arm  Linion  lie  had  six  chiidrert  born  in 
Watertow  n  :  Lawrence.  Feb.  14.  1635:  v^jirah,  Dec.  7, 
\  Mar\-,  Jai'.  27,  1638:  Rebecca,  February,  i6.;.o ; 
iJan'el.  b"eb.  6,  1642  :  Siephen,  Jan.  24^  1643  :  and  the 
ff)llowiag  borii  in  Lancaster:    Adam,  1645  (?);  Joseph, 
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April  20,  1647;  Jacob  and  RarlicL  March  1.  1649:  Sarn- 
uel,  Feb.  14.  1651  :  Juanna,  IMarch  26,  16^1,  ;  Eph^-aini, 
Jan.  27,  1655.  \['he  proprietors  assip;neJ  iiiin  a  Iol  upon 
wliicp.  he  buih  a  house,  probably  the  .second  building 
ci'ected  b}-  white  men  in  Lancaster,  (the  trucking  honse  o!j 
Geor^re  Hi]l  beinp-  the  lir^l  ).  Tl^is  house  was  situated  m 
the  grounds  now  owned  by  Calel/'Syinmes,  Esq.  Watcis, 
before  1650,  had  sold  his  home  to  John  Hall,  and  it  became 
the  ])roperty  successively  of  Richard  Smith,  John  Tinker, 
Major  Simon  W'iliard,  C34")rian  Stevens,  and  vSnmon  Stev- 
ens. Waters  removed  but  a  few  rods,  building  on  the  lot 
above  described,  tkie  cliief  portion  of  which  is  now  the 
homestead  of  S.  J.  S^.  Vose,  Esq.  He  became  a  freeman 
in  1663.  After  the  massacre  of  1676,  we  find  him  widi  his 
wife,  and  Sanuiel  witli  his  wife  and  two  clnildren,  seekinp' 
slielter  in  Charlestov/n,  vvdiere  Stephen  became  responsible 
to  the  authorities  ibr  them.  I^awrence  Waters  was  then 
blind.  Ele  died  December  9th,  16S7,  Cliarlestown,  aged 
about  eighty-five  years,  outliving  his  wite  S(?ven  ^ears. 
Jose|ih  Waters  c:ame  back  in  1670.  and  occiipied  part  of 
his  father's  aird  grandfather's  lands.  In  the  distribution  of 
tlie  estate  of  Lieukniant  Natlianiel  \Vilder,  in  J'JOC),  tliere 
was  given  to  Oliver,  the  youngest  son,  "upland  and  Inter- 
val where  Lawience  \v^aters  tbrmerly  Dwelt  about  ht'iecn 
acres,"  and  tlie  inventory  sh(3VvS  that  it  had  been  bought  of 
John  Skeatli,  'die  husband  of  Waters'  oldest  daughter, 
Sarah.  In  1714,  Simon  Stevens,  whose  wife  was  -Mary, 
daaighter  of  Liealeniuii  Nathaniel  Wilder,  sold  to  Hooker 
Osgood  ''Lawrence  Waters'  lot  on  the  Neck  bounded 
souther! V  and  easterlv  by  Higliway,  \vest  <ind  souih  \vest 
by  the  River."  i\.dam  Waters,  perhaps  tlie  first  born  of 
English  parents  in  Lancaster,  in  1663  bought  John  Sirfith's 
lot  upon  George  Hill.    He  died  1670,  at  Cliarlestown. 

THE  LANDS  OF  ^^ ASTER  JOHN  TINKER 

Upland  Loit  bo;:';JLt  of  Richard  S/>ut/i.  His  house  Lott  which  he 
bought  of  Ri;.h:ird  Siiiiih  is  a  Lott  that  Ly^th  by  it  Self  and  Lyes  bounded 
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Sooth  by  Liie  North  Riuerand  buts  east  upon  a  pei.ce  of  Enteruai!  (ra'led  the 
ni<4ht  paiister  and  west  upon  tiie  hig'-i  way  tliat  ( joes  frora  the  Biddge  by 
goodnui:;  V\'atei:-;es  to  quasnpouikin  meadows  and  it  lb  bounded  noilh  by 
tl.e  Cu  -itde  Jii^^hwav  that  -goes  allong  from  Goodman  Waterses  to  Peni- 
cook  Killer  it  being  first  a  home  Lett  Giuen  by  those  that  first  had  to  do 
with  tlic  place  to  Goodman  Waters  and  he  built  a  house  upon  it  and  s<..>id 
it  to  Gooduian  ball  whose  wife  sold  it  to  Jiichard  Smith  the  said  Goudm.in 
hall  being  hi  England  and  sending  for  his  wife  which  Lott  Lay  for  twenty 
acres  but  uoiju  exact  niesur  acording  to  Libertie  Granted  by  a  town  order 
Recorded  ii:!  the  old  town  book  it  was  found  to  be  l)ut  Seuenteen  acres 
which  is  made  up  wiih  and  by  a  peice  of  Land  Lying  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Norih  Riaer  bounded  east  by  a  liill  ot  U|,dahd  and  west  by  the  North 
Riuer  Irutting  south  upon  the  Lott  of  Thomas  joslin  and  north  also  upon 
sum  enieruail  of  thomas  Josiin  

his  aicnicil  /u  b,'Ui^/:t  of  Richard  SjiuHl.  and  the  enteruail  Lott 
he  bought  of  Riciiaj-d  Sm.illi  Iveth  on  the  east  side  of  ]}enieook  Riiier  at 
the  meeting  of  ihc  Riuers  butting  west  upon  tiie  Riuer  and  east  upon  the 
upiand  on  th.e  east  side  of  tl'ic  still  Riuer  and  bounded  south  by  John 
Ruggs  Lott  and  north  by  jolm  Jvigbes  Lott.  which  LotL  was  Laid  out  to 
Richard  Smith  for  twenty  acres  

Ills  o-ii'ii  house  Lotf  af  Gibsoji  iiill.  His  own  ui:)land  Lott  Giuen  him  by 
the  town  is  known  b)  the  name  of  Gibson  hill  which  is  twenty  acors  of 
upland  be  ii  more  or  Less  bounded  by  a  streat  or  highway  west  that  goes 
betuixt  two  Ranges  of  Lofrs  and  butting  east  upon  the  Connnons  bound- 
ed soutli  b}'  the  h.ouse  Lott  of  John  Moors  and  north  by  the  meadow  that 
is  Master  Ro wlandsons. 

Ins  oiteniail.  His  enteruail  Lott  ten  acors  of  it  L\ing  on  the  west  side 
of  the  North  Riuer  butting  enst  upon  the  Riuer  and  west  upon  Sum  Gom- 
nion  uplarid  that  Lyes  b-y  or  near  to  the  house  of  W'illiam  Kerle}-  Jun 
bounded  southardly  by  the  Loct  [of  J  goodman  I'rescutt  that  was  Giuen 
him  iox  balding  a  Corn  n-iil'  and  north  by  the  Lott  of  John  Johnson:  and 
tea  acors  of  which  Lies  on  the  West  Side  of  the  Still  Riuer  burang  east 
upon  the  Riuerand  west  upon  the  Lotts  of  John  Lewtis  and  thouias  James 
bouiidei.1  Soiith  by  a  high  way  that  Goes  to  tl\e  meadows  and  to  the  ponds 
and  nortli  l>y  a  Swamp  or  Swampy  Ground  in  wliich  thare  Lies  a  peice  of 
meadow  of  James  Athertons  and  in  which  Lott  of  enteniali  there  Lies  a 
Spung  of  m.eadow  Lotted  out  to  Goodman  Smith  and  James  Arherton. 

John  Tinker  was  of  Windsor,  Ccainecticut,  iri  1-643, 
wiience  he  catne  to  Boston,  where  we  find  him  living  in  a 
hired  house,  1651,  lu  .1652  lie  appeared  before  the  ,Mid- 
dlesex  Court  as  aUorney  i'or  the  defendant,  in  the  case  of 
"  Hernion  Garret  &  Joim  Shiawe  vs.  John  flali,  for  taking 
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a\\^a3''  part  of  tbi'irc  nigiit  pasture  teacc,''  and  \von  (or  hh> 
clients..  Ill  165-i,  ''I'inkor  was  made  Irecnian.  and  ihe  next 
)'ear  ioined  tiie  pL-iuiuiu-i's  ibr  "'Groaten  a  new  nlantacon  .  . 
ibrmeriy  knowne  hv  the  name  oi  1  ^etapa^^'ag•/'  and  in  tlie 
gran^  was  a]»puin!ed  one  of  the  selectmen.  Fo;-  a  year  or 
two  tiiereaUer  he  seems  to  be  wavering  in  bis  clioiee  of 
resideiice  between  L:ineaster  and  Grr^ton.  until  i^erhaps  tlie 
town's  gift  of  Gib'son  Hill  decided  him.  He  was  at  this  ti-'ne 
and  afterwards  an  Indii^m  trader,  bnying  beaver,  otter  mid 
other  liirs,  then  abundant  in  the  region  ab^'Ut,  irom  tiie 
native  lumters.  A\'l)at  manner  of  exchange  he  ]xud  for 
them,  other  tbian  peage  or  wampnm  and  '^trucking  cloth,'" 
we  may  imagine,  for  tbie  Court  records  show  that  in  1655 
he  was  fined  ten  shillings  ''  for  sellino-  now  &  then  a  <dU  of 
strong  waters  to  3'"  Intiiansd"  contrar}'  to  the  law  of  165.1, 
\Nhich  imposed  a  tine  of  twenty  shillings  for  eaecli  piiit  so 
sold  by  persons  not  specialh'  licensed.  Idie  original  dulv 
witnessed  notes  of  hand  exist  which  show  that  pronjinent 
men  of  tlie  Nash  away  ti'ibe  became  so  deep~)ly  indebted  to 
him  as  to  mo!"tgage  the  prospective  gains  of  two  hunting  sea.- 
bons  tor  pa}mient.  In  165S  he  was  licensed  a^s  trader  *'  of 
Nasliaway  &  Grociten  for  \"'  year,"  paying  eight  pounds  for 
tbie  privilege.  The  ''Mr.''  prefixed  to  his  name  assures  us 
that  he  was  eithej"  a  gradu.ate  of  some  university-,  or  had 
occur,ied  higli  social  rank  in  England.  Onl}-  he  a.nd  Rev- 
erend Joseph  Rovvlandson,  in  Lancaster,  were  dignified 
with  tills  title  ])efoi'e  tb.e  coming  of  Major  SinK.sn  Willa.rd, 

Master  Tinker  was  probably  yet  a  young  man  when  in 
September,  1657.  the  commissioners  appointed  to  order  the 
atlairs  of  Lancaster  placed  his  name  lir?.t  in  th,e  list  of  live 
men  chosen  to  manage  the  prudentials  of  the  lown.  His 
wiie  Alice  was  daen  tweuiy-seven  years  old,  and  of  his  two 
children.  ?yLu"}-  and  John,  tlie  oldest  was  four  years  ot'age. 
l.lie  town  had  given  him  twenty  acres  in  a  central  and  de- 
sirable position,  knowPi  as  Gibson's  Hill.  He  purciiased  of 
Richard  Smith  the  original  house  and  lor  of  Lav/rence 
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j  Waters,  and  of  Philip  Knight  the  honse  and  lot  nt^xt  to 

i  Prescott'vS  home  on  the  slope  of  George  Hill.    Two  sons 

r  were  born  to  him,  Amos  and  Sainiiel,  and  he  w^as  pro^j^jer- 

;  ous,  and  honored  of  hivS.  neighboj's  ;  but  througli  failure  of 

■  health,  or  because  the  field  proved  too  limited  for  his 

;  abundant  abilit}'  and  ambition,  the  town  was  soon  to  lose 

1  his  valuable  services.    In  the  Court  files  of  Middlesex  is 

i  this  undated  letter,  probablj'  of  the  winter  165S  : 

■•  To  f  'lh-'  Jionfyd  Comity  Coin  i  at  diarlstoivne. 

\  Ric,dn  Worll  be  pleased  to  understand  that  the  Lord  hath  visited  me 

i  ... 

f  of  late  'with  3  titts  of  sikness  one  after  another  uppon  my  jornies  to^rind  tro, 

I  s-tnc  Y>'hich  1  have  bin  \'ery  tender  &  have  not  atained  my  perfect  helth  to 

i  travell  thif;  sharr,)e  v/inter  season,  vvherefore  intreat  thoti^di  I  am  one  of  the 

I  Grand,  jury  that  I  may  be  excused  for  this  preasent  and  i  shalbe  iedy  at 

\  the  pleasure  of  this  hon''^  CoiJrt  to  doe  the  best  service  I  can  fc;r  y*^  County 

i  and  shall  thankfully  abide  with  my  duty  presented 

:  YoV  devoted  humble  servant                 Jno.  Tinker 

Before  the  year  1659        ^^^^'-^  removed  to  Pequid,  now 
;  New  London,  and  Vv'as  there  winning  respect  and  distinc- 

tion.    The  next  year  he  was  deputy  to  the  general  court, 
and  became  assistant.    Tlie  court  licensed  liim  to  distill 
and  retail  liquors,  and  .^;ave  liimi  coniplete  nionopoh"  of  the 
i  trade  in  the  townsl^ip.    J3eing  on  the  road  to  wealth  and 

:  n^ane,  he  died  in  October,  1662.    The  pid)lic  esteem  for 

i  him  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  tlie  expenses  of  Ids  illness 

j  and  ftmeral  were  paid  from  the  State  lreasur\^  Major 

Simon  Willard  obtained  possession  of  his  Lancaster  prop- 
erty, above  described. 

I  "      THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  WHJTCOMB  SEXER 

I  A'. -'/,// 1  1..01C    Ills  house  Lott  Ciucn  and  (jrarited  by  tlie  town  Lyetii  on 

\  the  \Mt>X  side  \Ci  the]  neck  being  twenty  acors  bounded  [south]  by  the 

I  Lott  of  Robert  Ihick  and  north  by  the  Lott  of  his  S(')U  Jolm  W'hifcojub 

{  buting  east  upon  the  Lot  is  that  Ly  upon  the  east  side  the  neck  ajicl  but- 

I  tinp;  vv'est  uj^ion  his  cnternaii  a  high  way  Kuning  Cross  it  to  quasaponikin 

i  enteruaih 

f  Eiticniail  Loti.    Aand  his  enteniail  Loit  part  of  it  Lying  on  the  east 

\  side  the  North  Riuer  thate  being  by  Estimation  about  lifteen  acors  and 
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a  half  bounded  west  bv  the  Nca'tb  Iviuer  :uid  east  \>y  his  uj)L'ind  Lott  but- 
ing  South  itpon  the  Lott  of  RuVjerl  Drick  tha  t  was  Gran  led  him  by  the 
town  an.d  I'liltiii'-;  n.-.TLii  uj-o.^  ■■nu-in_;iii  Lotl  ot  hib  son  folui  W'hitcuiii!) : 
nb^;;  a'^'TS  (T  fi- 1':  n.;-;!]  at  m!\  i-. 'ir-i'i'rin  i)etw<-n  his  S'.m  joliri  \Vl)itc;;.nib 
and  hiiV)  either  of  tlicin  iianini^  an  J'kinaU  L)portioa  that  is  eiihcr  foiir 
acors  and  half  but  il  wiis  nol  dieiclcd  between  theni  wh':'n  it  '.vs  Laid  vv.t 
the  wrtoie  bein^^'  bt)iirided  sonihardiy  bv  a  hii;h  way  that  Goes  bctv.cen  tlie 
meadow  Lott  of  Ralphs  Houghton  and  it  and  it  is  bonndcd  nortli  by  a 
Lott  of  Stephen  (jates  and  westardiv  [)y  the  Norili  Riu^r  audi  .^outii  wt^l  l.w 
a  Lott  of  Rieliard  Linton  this  four  acres  and  lialf  makes  np  die  otlier  fifteen 
and  hah"  tiis  fuU  L,ott  of  twenty  aeors  acording  (o  the  town  Cirant  bnt 
acording  10  Liben\'  Granted  by  a  town  order  the  hfleen  aercs  and  Ijjdf 
exactly  measliuered  it  was  found  to  be  but  foLU'teon  acres  and  half  anci  so 
it  is  an  acre  wanting  whicli  is  Laid  out  together  with  his  second  drni^ion 
of  enteruaib 

John  ''Whelconib'' —  as  the  name  is  always  spelled  in  our 
earliest  records  —  was  of  Dorchester  in  tlie  }'ear  1635,  but 
reniovcd  to  Scituate  in  16/1.4,  '^-^^  '■^  Lancaster  in  1652. 
He  died  September  2.],  1662,  leaving  a  wife  Frances,  who 
survived  until  1671.  li'is  children  were  John,  JouaThtui, 
Job,  Josiah,  Robert,  Catherine,  x\bigail  and  Pvlary.  all  born 
before  the  comino  of  the  famil}-  to  Lancaster.  John  Wdih- 
comb  died  intestate,  and  tb^e  widow  and  chiklron  muunilh' 
agreed  upon_  a  division  of  the  property,  whichi.  was  aiiproved 
by  the  Coin"t.  By  die  inventory  it  is  shown  tliat  the  chief 
prochdcts  of  the  farm  in  1602  were  corn,  tobacco  arid  flax. 
The  present  post-office  and  bank  building  are  probaldy 
upon  the  Avndtcomb  lands.  Both  the  Litlier  s  and  son's 
house  lots  extended  across  the  street  eastward,  meeting-  the 
other  range  of  lots  upon  the  neck. 

'   THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  WHTFCOAH^  JUNER 

Ins  h.ousc  l.i}ti  his  house  Lott  being  twenty  acors  L\ing  on  the  west 
side  th.e  neck  Lying  iioundled  South  by  his  father  his  Lott  and  m.)ri)i  hy 
the  Lott  of  Sle;;hen  Gates  b'Kting  west  upon  isis  own  enteruail  Lott  and 
east  upo-n  ilie  end  of  tiee  Letts  of  tlie  L'lh.abitance  tl:!at  Line  on  the  e.tst 
side  the  neck  It  being  \y-:  Esiinialion  twenty  acres  j)e  it  more  or  Less 

Ciitcrtiail  L"!t  }iis  e{\trruail  Lott  lying  on  tlie  east  side  tlie  n>'rih 
Riuer  part  of  it  their  being  about  fifteen  acors  and  a  half  bounded  St-uth 
by  his  fathers  enteruail  and  nortli  by  the  Lott  of  Stephen  Gates  Ijuttifig 
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easterly  upor,  liis  own  upland  Lent  .niJ  w^sicriy  nuo'[  the  norfli  Riiii.r  and 
four  acors  and  half  f-yinq-  at  qiia-saponikiu  enteruail  L\  i)i.g  in  CooiUion 
with  4  aci'cs  and  halt  of  his  fathers  

Jm  the  division  of  ihr  estate  of  Jolin  W' hitcouil^-,  e'enior., 
liis  hoiiie  iol  w'cis  tiviSi^.niL J.  to  Joiii]  ari^i  j<:)!]ailiari  jointly, 
and  the  hotise  hn.  which  iiad  been  j'jinrs  \vasaiiotled  t'l  the 
youngest  sons.  Job  and  josicth.  ]uh  did  not  return  tii:  the 
re-settlement  of  tlie  tow  n,  but  followed  the  P.everend  Joseph 
Row'landson  to  Wethe■l•^^io]d.  Rol^ert  i,cLi]ed  in  Scituate, 
Joim  tmd  Jonathan.  AjM'il  7,  1683,  ^vere  conxeying  hay 
acro;,s  the  iVnecook  upon  two  canoes,  when  by  the  boats 
sinking  the  tbrmer  was  drowned.  He  iefl  a  widow  Mtu-y 
and  two  dangiitt-rs.  Rut]i  and  Sarah.  Rtith  married  Wil- 
liam DivolL  Jonc'ithart  \\diitcomb  died  in  1690,  arid  his 
widow',  idannah.  was  killed  bv  the  Indians  two  \'ears  lalor. 
Their  children  were  Hannah,  1668  ;  jonatiian,  1669;  Han- 
nah, 2d,  1671  ;  Abigtiil,  1674:  Elizabeth  ;  INIat-y  ;  Kathar- 
ine; Ruth;  John,  16S4.  Jonathan  inhv.-riLed  the  home 
estate,  ar>d  in  i6q6,  with,  his  cousins  William  Divoll  and 
Sarah  Whiteomb,  entered  into  a  mutual  agreement  whereby 
the  wliole  A\  hitcomb  estate  was  divided  by  east  and  west 
lines,  upon  both  sides  of  the  higiiwoiy,  into  three  e^ual 
divisions,  eacli  about  twen.ty-two  rods  in  width.  Josiah 
Whiteomb  nnarried  Rebecca  Waters  arid  set  up  his  home 
in  the  soutfieast  pai-t  of  what  is  now  Rolton.  His  chikh  en 
were  Josiah,  1665  ;  David,  1668  ;  Rebecca,  167 1  :  Jobtinucu 
1673  ;  rdaiy  ;  Dtimaris  ;  Abigaiil  ;  Hezekiah,  16S1  ;  Debo- 
rah, 1683.     He  died  Aprd  12,  1718. 

The  original  lot  oi'Ji.lin  Wdiitcomb,  junior,  assigned  in 
the  agreenumt  mentioned  above  to  Job  and  Josialw  was  b\- 
them  sohJ  to  Jolm  >doore,  sendor.  He  dying  in  1^03,  Ben- 
jamin Bellows,  Ins  admitristrator,  sold  it  to  Josicdi  Wliite, 
who,  July,  T708,  tiau'slerred  it  to  ]vhn  Jjowers.  describing 
it  .as  'd)ounded  Nort'Uerly  by  Petei*  Jo^lin,  southerly  by 
William  Divoll,  west  by  the  iviver,  ettsterly  by  atuother 
range  of  .Loits,  a  Irghway  crossing  said  Land  ntar  tfje 
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Dwelling  house,  also  all.  other  liousing.  fencing,  forf/ri'ra- 
/ions.  orciiLird  garden  &e."'  A  very  old  headstone  in  lh\: 
ii rsf.  burial  gi ound  is  inscrih-ed  "Joiix  V>o\v wis,"  and  np  -n 
its  k)otsLone  is"D  :  1718/'  johnwasihe  grandson  oi  Benaii- 
uel  Bowers,  burn  16S6,  and  married  Elizabeth  Stevens  of 
Lancaster,  November  17,  1707.  rlis  children  v/ere  Eliza- 
beth, Jolin,  Mar\'  and  Nailmniel.  The  inventorv  o\  hds 
estate  amounts  to  436  pou'ids  11  shillings,  an.d  froDi  one 
item  in  it  we  dtn'ive  the  estimated  value  iri  1718  of  a  chat- 
tel somewhat  rare  in  Lancaster:  "'one  bought  servant  ip^''. 

THE  LANDS  OF  STEPHEN  GATES.  , 

Ill's  kov.se  Loft.  The  house  Lott  of  StLM^hea  Gates  :  is  on  the  neck  Ly- 
ing north  to  tlie  house  Lott  of  J'-'lm  Whitcoml)  Jiiiier  boiinclt-d  hy  the 
saaid  Lolt  of  John  Whilconi!)  soutli  by  tlie  house  Lott  of  Nath.ariiel  josiiri 
noi'th  by  a  Ran?,  of  Letts  Easterly  v/aich.  Lyelh  on  the  west  side  of  Leni  - 
cook  Riuer  and  westwarti  by  a  [seier'  erf  enteruaii  of  ins  own  nduii  a.bioynitig 
to  tiie  North  iviuer  the  said  house  Lott  being  Laid  out  for  twtiUj,'  acors 
more  or  Less  : 

e}itcntail  i^ott .  His  en^^^eruai!  Lott  Containing  more  or  Less  twenty 
acors  partly  Lj.eth  in  one  peiee  at  quasapouikin  thirtee'i  acors  more  or 
Less  bounded  southardly  [b\-  a  piece]  of  enteruaii  of  Jolni  W'h.itcomlis 
northardly  [by  the  lot]  of  Mordica  Maclode  west  by  the  North  River  gnid 
east]  bv  sum  meadow  of  Edward  Brick  and  [seven  acres]  more  or  Less 
iyeth  betwen  hds  hou.se  loott  and  the  Nortlr  Riuer  bounded  in  Like 
maner  by  Nadianiel  Joslins  Lott  nos'th  an.d  John  Whitcombs  sou.th  his 
house  Lott  [east  arid]  said  Riuer  west  

He  hath  hi    S_cond  deuision  of  upland  Lying  to  tlie  of  hog  swamii) 

meadow  a  co.usiderable  piirt  of  a  ijond  Lyin^:  within  l:h,e  sd  Laud  Ov:  bvunaicd 
on  all  ih.e  sides  of  it  by  Common  undiuided  Land  a  Rock  called  tiit  Sleep- 
ing Rock  is  on_  the  outside  of  it  near  the  norwest  cojaier  the  place  wIkii  e  it 
Lyes  by  the  Lid'ans  was  called  Kequassagansit  and  is  Laid  oitt  to  tlie  e-^iate 
of  the  sd  Steplien  Gates  for  three  hundred  &  fourteen  acres. 

Stephen  Gates  came  to  Hinghami  from  Englan.d  in  trie 
Diligent,  A.  D.  163S,  witli  wile  Ann  ttnd  two  children.. 
From  Hingham  lie  removed  to  Cambri<.ige,  and  theru'e  to 
Lancaster  in  1654.  lie  v,as  made  freetnan  and  chosen 
constable  in  1656.  He  had  soirs  Steplien,  Simon  audi 
Thomas,  and  daugliters  Elizabeth  and  ^Liry.  The  Gatt^s 
blood  seems  to  have  been  of  decided!}'  tropical  nature. 
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The  daughter  IMary  very  boldjv  contradicted  the  minister 
in  the  public  as<irmbly.  Stephen  Gates  quarreled  with  his 
nei<4hbors,  the  ^\^hitcombs5  \vns  deprived  of  his  constable's 
staii",  and  rjioved  away  from  Lancaster  after  less  tlian  three 
years'  residence.  lie  died  at  Cambridge,  1 66.2 ,  and  his 
sons  attempted,  without  success,  to  break  Ids  will,  alleging 
that  their  father  ''was  not  of  disposing  mind."  Mv  this  vrill 
Stephen,  the  eldest  son,  recei\'ed  the  house  and  lot  in  Lan- 
caster. Direct  descendants  in  the  male  line  continued  to 
hold  land  here,  ending  with  Captain  Thomas  Gates,  who 
led  the  Lancaster  troop  to  Cambridge  at  ihe  Lexington 
alarm.  Li  171S  Peter  Josiin  was  in  possession  of  the 
Gates  homestead.  Mary  Gates  married  Jolm  Ma3-nard  of 
Sudbury, 

THE  LANDS  OF  TPfOMAS  JOSLJN 

House  Lott  20  aco7''<.  The  liouse  Lott  of  Thomas  jcsiin.  is  Scili'iate 
Lyins:  and  being  upon  t'le  neck  of  Laud  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  North 
Ri'.ier  bounded  by  tlie  North  Riuer  ^vest  and  Runing  easterly  in  Length, 
untiil  it  conic  within  twenty  Rods  of  the  Length  of  tlie  Lott  of  Stephen 
Gates  and  is  boiinded  by  Commons  or  ways  east  tlie  Lott  of  his  son 
Nathaniel  Josiin  South  and  the  Lands  in  coninion  [towards]  quassaponi- 
kin  meadovv's  on  the  north  by  estamation  more  or  Ics  ic>urty  acres  Giucn 
him  by  Consent  of  the  touai 

A  Swamp  Lyiisg  Ijet'.ven  or  west  [of  the  lots]  of  him  and  iiis  son 
Nathaniel  Josiin  the  one  half  thiareof  to  him  and  [the  other  half  to]  his 
sa'd  son  by  Consent  of  the  town. 

his  £)iieriiail  Loll  The  enteruail  Lott  of  Thomas  Josiin  one  part  thare 
of  Lyeth  on  the  west  side  of  tlie  North  Riuer  bounded  by  the  said 
Riuer  easterly  [and  running]  northward  untiil  the  Riuer  and  the  upland 
do  cut  off  that  pcrcell  of  enteruail  [bounded]  south  by  the  enteruail  of  his 
son  [arid]  west  by  the  Commons  Containing  nvjre  or  Less  thirteen  acres 
but  scince  being  more  exactly  meashured  [by  those]  appointed  is  found 
to  be  but  ten  acres  and  twenty  Rods  :  more  he  hath  seuen  acors  Lying  on 
the  North  Riuer  in  one  Slip  along  by  the  Riuer  bounded  at  the  head  up  the 
Riuer  north  [by  the]  n.eeting  of  the  Riuer  and  upland  east  by  the  upland 
souih  by  the  Land  [of  Nathaniel  Josiin.] 

The  Josiin  family  came  from  London  in  the  Increase, 
A.  D.  1635.  landing  in  Hingham-    Thomas  v/as  then  forty- 
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three  years  old,  and  his  wife  Rebecca  the  same  age.  They 
broiight  wilh  l])eni  Natliariel,  aged  eiglit  years:  Rebecca, 
eiglileen  ;  Dorothy,  eleveji  ;  Elizabeth,  six  ;  and  .Mar}",  one 
year.  Aiiotiier  son,  Abj-aham,  a  sailor,  came  to  Lancaster 
some  years  later  than  the  hither,  who  was  here  in  1654. 
Mary  became  tlie  wife  of  Roger  Sniiiner,  and  Rebecca 

m.arried  Nicliols.    Thomas  Joslin  died  3,  1660, 

and  his  widow  married  ^\'"illiam  Kerle}',  senior,  16. .3.  ,3664, 
beino-  his  third  ^vife.  The  lands  above  described  extended 
from  tlie  river  eastward  along  the  soutlz  side  of  the  North 
Village  street. 

THE  LANDS  OF  jNATHANIKL  JOSLIN 

/i/s  /i'V(se  l.ot!  The  liouse  Lfjtt  of  NallranicI  Joslin  is  Scituate:  Lying 
and  being  upon  ttie  neck  of  Laiicl  on  the  East  Side  of  tlie  North  Riiier 
being  bounded  UT)on  said  Riuer  west  and  so  Ruidng  east  in.  Length  until} 
it  Reach  within  twenty  Rods  of  tlie  Length  of  tlie  Lott  of  Stephen  Ciates 
and  is  hounded  east  by  the  Conimojis  :  Soutii  by  the  Lott  of  Stephen 
Gates  and  nortli  b}'  tlie  Lott  of  his  fatlier  Thomas  Joslin  b}'  Esten:;atioii 
more  or  Less  ffourty]  acors 

Jiis  Sioaiiip  Also  a  certain  Swam]")  Runing  betwixt  the  Lands  of  him 
and  his  father  is  the  one  half  thareof  belonging  to  Nathaniel  Joslin  by  the 
towns  Gift  and  the  other  to  his  father 

liis  oitcntail  The  enteruail  Lott  of  Natlianiel  Joslin  [one  part]  tliere- 
of  Lyeth  on.  the  west  side  of  [the  North]  Riuer  bounded  by  the  said  Riuer 
easterly  [In  the  Conjmons]  west  the  enteruail  of  liis  fatlier  thomas  Joslia 
north  ..a:  of  John  Smiths  South  by  Estaniation  Thirteen  acors  more  or 
Less  : 

Nathaniel  Joslin  was  born  in  England  about  1627,  com- 
ing to  Hingham  with  his  father  in  the  Increase  from  Lon- 
don in  3635.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  King 
of  Marlboronpdi ,  and  had  sons  Nathaniel,  born  16^8,  and 
Peter,  born  1665;  and  datighters  Sarali,  1660:  I)oroth\', 
1662  :  EHzabeth,  1667  :  Rebecca,  1672  ;  and  Martha.  He 
was  made  freeman  in  1673.  After  the  massacre  iie  re- 
mainc^d  in  Marlborough,  and  there  died  April  8.  1694. 
His  son  Peter  received  the  Litncaster  home  lots,  and  seems 
to  have  added  the  Gates  house  lot  to  his  inheritance. 
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THE  LANDS  OF  MORDICAI  MUKLOAD 

His  \\omc  LoU  'v-Int^  lewj  j.cors  as  it  was  L-jid  ou.t  h(-:  it.  more  or  'esse, 
Lvcth  in  a  pine  pl.iin  near  to  quasaponikin  c^'dte.  J^utliug  westward  vr>on 
the  path  t'vit  g'^'-^  to  quasnpooiliin  interuallc  and  cisterly  vpon  a  Utile 
foot  path  that  goes  to  the  medowes  at  quasaponikin,  bounded  northward 
by  the  skirts  of  the  hil!  adioyiiiag  to  the  medow.  Leaning  a  Cor.venieat 
highway  acording  to  the  order  of  the  townc  iinc  Rode  wide  on  that  side 
his  Lott,  And  it  is  bounded  sutlierly  by  the  Conuins  near  vnto  a  swanipe 
sum  pto  of  it  Laid  out  for  a  liah'  home  I^ott  be  it  more  or  lesse  u-nn  :icov>. 

His  iriiernaile  Lott  being  tcnn  acors  be  il  more  or  Lesse  Lyetli  at  quas- 
aponikin, bating  westward  vpon  the  North  Riner  and  easterly  vpon  sum 
ground  Leit  for  a  highwa\-,  bctweene  the  medowes  and  the  interuaiies, 
boundvd  sutherly  by  the  Lott  of  Steeven  gats  and  nortlierly  by  the  Lott 
of  Nathaniell  Josllin. 

His  medow  r,ott  in  the  hr-t  deuision  being  two  acors  or  tlieir  abouts 
be  it  more  or  Less,  Lyetb  at  Vvatavn.;;).dotke,  at  the  piac  wlier  trau.ik^rs  pas 
oner  to  mah.^row,  A  cunts-ie  highway  of  six  Rode  wide  L}-ing  Cross  it, 
bouiuicd  sutherly  bv  the  bnjkc  and  nortb.crly  b}'  tlie  vphind,  butin;y  west- 
ward vpon  su.m  medo'.v  Laid  out  to  Jerimiah,  Rogei's.  And  easterly  it  is  cut 
of  by  tlic  vplari'l  ci*n'ung  to  tliO  Ijrooke,  whicii  medow  was  first  [.duen  him 
bv  ti^e  !:M\;ne,  being;  he  had  noe  estat  on  the  townc  i:>oo'-:e  to  draw  uiedo'.v 
by  in  deni.^ion.  Recorded  thus  6:  lo:  nion  :  1664  lly  me  Ralph  Houghton. 

This  record  is  a  transcript  of  the  ori;i^inn.l  in  Ralpi- 
Houghton's  hand,  widcit  is  tbund  bound  iii  with  the  earliest 
town  records.  Mordecai  MacLoud  signed  liis  nsark  to  the 
covenant  March,  1658.  He  bi  ongiit  a  brother  Joltn  with, 
him,  wdio  u  as  killed  in  the  Rowlandson  garrison  Feb.  10, 
1676.  iNlordecai  Macivoud  married  Lydia,  daiigiuer  of 
William  Lewis,  31 . .  1 1 . .  1670,  and  liad  two  children:  Han- 
nali,  born  16. =9. .1671,  tmd  another.  The  whole  tainily 
w-ere  slaughtered  by  the  Jnd'ans  Aug.  22,  1675.  Their 
home  was  at  the  North  \"i}!age,  neaj-  the  cemetery. 

THE  LANDS  OF  MAJOR  SIMON  WILLARD 

^he  Rfc:Iits  of  John  Tinker  zchiJi  is  zoo'^  and  Richard  Smith  is^^y'^  ly  lod 
This  is  a  discrijition  of  tl^e  Second  deuisirea  Lands  of  Mr  luhn  Tinker 
&  Riciiard  Snnih  wliich  by  purch.as  Major  Sin)on  Wiikird  Came  to  be 
pos'^essor  of  both  befo>-e  ane\-  second  deuisi(m  Lands  were  Laid  out  tiiere- 
fore  thay  ware  both.  Laid  out  together  to  him  as  fokh.)weth  upon  the  acount 
of  thair  estates  : 
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!Q5^7iV>-.y  2  iii?/;siri!  fii-sl  he  iKith  a  peicc  of  upland  Laid  out  to  bini 
Sumtiii/es  Caik-d  !-v  \^^r^\Q  of  Stlil  Riuor  ferni  bounded  Southu'est  In' 
ll;.}  cnic.  ;.m;i  S--)u'h  or  SouthfAst  bv  sam  sot  end  deiii.sion  Land  of  Kalph 
f  I. ■<!!.•]■•  ■  ii  1.. t'v  !:  I't'is  partlv  uoon  .^aro  rrioadow  ot  (loodmrui  Wilder 

and  the  most  i)ari  uj)oii  Common  vspiand  and  \vrsler1y  it  huts  upon  the 
hi'^^lvA'a'-  to  t'-'c  p-'"n-.f -Mtr-rnail  -nd  n-'^rtho«-'y  ii  j?  bo nrd'-d  hy  sum 
second  deuision  Land  L  \  u\  -••at  to  VV- illiam  Lewis  and  pai  t-  by  sum  other 
Land  Laid  out  lo  die  estate  aforemen tioncd  and  ibis  peice  of  Land  is  Laid 
out  for  one  hundred  nlntv  six  acres  be  it  more  or  Less  hi_^-h\vays  to 
Grolen  to  pond  meadows  &  brook  meadow  allowed  for  in  meashur : 

100  acres  2  daiisiov  Mo:e  tbare  is  another  peice  of  upland  Laid  out 
to  the  estate  aforesaid  jcnO'-vn  l^y  the  name  of  wintei  phiin  whicli  buts 
norlherlv  upon  Common  Land  Sum  j;>art  pine  Land  &  partly  oak  Land 
&•  Southerly  it  buts  upo  Sum  other  Land  Laid  out  upon  the  same  acount 
and  easterb/  it  is  bounded  b}'  hihs  of  Ivockey  Land  whicli  is  Common  and 
westerlv  it  is  bounded  by  Common  pine  Land  sum  part  of  it  and  sum  part 
oake  Laud  Lyinrc  betwen  the  s''  Land  &  plumtree  meadows  and  is  Laid  out 
for  one  ia_L,M.ired  acres  be  it  more  or  Less: — 

3?  o.rc.i  2  di  i\  I  ore  there  is  another  peice  Laid  out  on  the  same 

acount  at  the  South  end  of  the  sd  winter  plain  and  is  bounded  northerly 
by  ihe  stl  winter  j/lain  for  the  rnosi  part  and  wester!}-  it  is  bounded  [by] 
sum  Land  of  WihiafVi  Lev/is  and  easterly  it  buts  upon  Common  Land  & 
southerly  it  is  bounded  by  tliat  called  the  Still  Riuer  farm  and  is  Laid  out 
for  '^2  acres  he  it  more  or  Less  a  highwa}-  to  Groten  ailowed  for  in  mea-Lur  ; 

Zo  arrcs  2  devishni  M(;>re  tliare  is  anotlier  peice  of  u'pland  Laid  out 
upon  ti'.e  Same  acount  Lying  between  the  aforementioned  Lands  and  Ma- 
hamachekamaks  hill  bounded  easterly  b\-  Land  Laid  out  to  the  estate  of 
Edward  brick  and  we>terlv  b}'  sum  hilly  stone}  Land  and  it  buts  norther- 
Iv  and  Sjiutltcrl}'  upon  Common  Land  arid  is  Laici  out  for  eighty  acres  be 
it  more  <jx  Le-s  :  a  higiiway  Ruriing  t!u-ow  it  at  the  South  end  of  it  allowed 
for  in  measiuire  :— - 

.\acrey  2  detihion  More  thare  is  fower  acres  of  upland  Laid  out  near 
to  tbiC  brook  nu-adow  in  Comu'ion  with  sum  Land  Laid  ou.t  to  Jolm  Ltish 
w-hich  w,!S  (duen  him  by  the  towai  :  — 

100  /7.-;a'a  2  ^/'  /z/.v/b/i'  More  there  is  another  peice  of  upland  Laid  out 
upon  tiiC  side  of  bare  hill  upon  the  acount  of  the  aura ementioned  estate 
Laid  out  b}'  oi'der  of  (boodman  blutson  wdio  purchased  it  oi  Maier  W'ill- 
ard  tho  the  bounds  of  it  are  not  yet  known  it  Lyeth  tor  one  hundred  acres 
ah  the  aforementioned  pin;ceils  of  upland  are  in  full  the  per[ua)tion  of  up- 
land due  to  the  two  estates  afore  Uiamed 

Major  Sirnon  Wi'lard.  son  of  Riclitird  of  riorscinoiiden, 
Keiil,  Enol:ind,  Ixrrn  1605.  caine  to  New  I^n.crland  in  16.34 
witb  \vift!  Mary  Slitirpc  and  daughter  Maiy,  and  settleci  in 
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Concord.  HavinLj,"  been  irppointecl,  May  ,  1657,  one  orthr.-e 
commissioners  to  order  the  affiiirs  of  I^anca.ster.  he  was 
persuaded  by  oOei^s  of  land  grants  to  take  up  his  residence 
here,  which  he  did  in  1650.  He  acqe.ired  most  oi  John 
Tinker's  rif:^hts,  and  at  f^r^t  resided  upon  tiie  Vv^aters  lot, 
probabiv  a  few  rods  south  of  tlie  liuuse  of  Caleb  SAanrnes. 
Esq.  About  1672  he  removed  to  his  Nonacoicus  frmi,  a 
five  hundred  acre  gran.t,  now  included  in  the  towai  of' A\'er. 
Cyprian  vStevens,  Vvdio  married  his  daughter  Mary,  2 2..  11.. 
1671,  occiii^iecl  the  homestead  thenceforward.  The  •Major's 
sons,  Simon  and  Henry,  lived  upon  the  Still  l^iver  farm. 
He  had  before  coming  to  Lancaster  attained  the  higliest 
militar}-  grade  tlien  recognized,  that  of  Sergeant-alajor, 
and  was  annually  elected  Assistant  from  1654  to  his  death, 
which  took  place  suddenl}' at  Charlestown,  April  2_^,  1676. 
}Ie  had  for  his  second  wife  Eliza  Dunster,  who  liv^ed  but  a 
siiort  time,  Vvhen  lie  mnrricd  her  sister  Mary.  Se^'cntcen 
children  were  born  to  liirn  — Josiah.  :  Elizabeth  ;  Mary  : 
iJoroth}' :  Samuel,  1640:  Sarah,  1642;  Aboveliope,  1646  : 
Simon,  1649:  ?^Iary  2d,  1653:  Henry,  'i^>S5  '  J^^^^^^  1656  ; 
Daniel,  165S  :  Joseph,  1661  ;  Benjamin,  1665  ;  Hannali, 
1666:  Jonathan,  1669;  and  a  second  Elizabeth,  In  17.: 7 
Simon  Stevens,  son  of  Cyprian,  sold  the  Major  Wilkard 
homestead,  together  widi  the  night  pasture,  to  Captain 
Samuel,  son  of  Henry,  the  fourth  son  of  Major  Simon 
Wilkual.  Until  the  l-vcvolution  it  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  cliildren. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOILN  PRPISCOTT 

A  gratif  0/  pet'so'is  i>i  the  l;ifaihy  of  (i;t'  Planiacion  wee  whose  Nanies 
are  subscribed  do'r  A^^ree  tiidt  jr.hn  PrescoU  Shnl)  blue  !.he:^e  pcrliailer 
pcells  V,"''-  nre  Anota/ci  to  liini.  50  2uwrs  of  Kritervale  more  or  te>sails<:>  a 
litle  Coi  ner  of  Lntc!  vale,  i yiiic;  beyound  the  niiil  Lott  froiri  2  oakes  w 
stands  by  die  Kiiier  and.  a  |.Mi:e  tree  iriarked  v))|:)0!i  the  Skirls  of  tb.e  v'pp- 
3and,  and  a.  S.vaiui)  w-''-  ace  nat!"i  taken  in  Lew  cif  tv\-eU-e  acors  or  ^^'e^t 
meddow;  and  12  acnrs  of  wett  •ncddo^-  .  6  of'tltem  Lying  tov/arc's  the 
Lower  end  of  the  Slid  Riner  on  this  side  the  great  n^eddow.  and  the  other 
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6  L}  in;:',  ^'i.-';''  v]ipo:i  the  Sliil  Riuer,  4  acors  of  il  on  the  fiuther  side  and  2 
aco^^^  on  this  sitlc.  Edward  Brick 

\Vn,i.TA:\i  KiCRLY 

NaTjI  WIEL  1  IaULOCK 
jOflN  JOHXSOX 
JaMKS  ATilEflTON 

Sa:uuel  PvEaxePs. 

I  Steepb.en  Day  coming  vpp  to  Nashaway  hearing  ol'  so!P.e  disturbajice 
befweene  Goodnv.m  f'rcscot  &  L.awrenc  V'-'alers  do  acknowiedg  ibat  i  laid 
out  in  the  year  1650:  \ntoGoodm  Pi-escot  4  acors  of  wet  nieddow  on  the 
south  side  2  acors  on  this  side  on  th(^  ^^til!  riuer  wiiere  the  bric!g  is.  w"^^ 
2  acors  on  this  side  L;nvrenc  Waters  hath  mowed,  and  at  the  end  of  4 
acors  of  ineddo-.v  of  goo'din  ih  oscots  Mr  Da.3-es  nieddows  lies  in  revct^ion' 
towards  that  widch  belongs  to  him.  In  witness  Vvherof  I  haue  set  to  my 
hand 

This  is  a  true  Coppie  Steepiien  Day 

The  house  iott  of  Joiui  Prescott  vpon  which  his  hoiisc  stands,  being  the 
hrst  lott  in  that  Range  of  Lotts  accoi'ding  to  the  Record  of  Crrant:;,  in,  the 
oid  Towne  book,  lying  boandecl,  south  by  tlie  coihon.,  and  north  by  a  lott 
of  Steven  D:i\es,  vp'..;n  which  Philip  Knight  i)uilt  a  house  batting  Easterly 
vpon  the  highway,  that  runes  !3etween  the  tv;o  ranges  of  lofts,  and  \\est 
vpOii  the  Cofnot:,  being  twenty  acres  be  it  more  or  less,  being  eight  score 
rod  lon.g  and  tv.'enty  rod  \vide. 

And  also  a  lott  lying  on  the  East  side  of  the  highwa} ,  a  little  broobe 
runein;?;  cross  th.e  west  end  of  it.  wliich  iott  is  knoune  by  the  nanne  of  Fty 
feiid.  lying  bounded  south  by  a  lott  of  Tliomas  Sawyers  and  north  by  a 
l:!ghv,ay,  that  runes  betwixt  the  lott  of  Jno.  Moore  and  it,  and  it  butts 
easturl)  \-|)on  the  CoiTion  that  l\-et!i  betwixt  his  intervale  and  it.  and 
westei'b.-  vmve  t'le  h.igl'  wa}-  that  lyes  betwixt  the  Ranges  of  lotts,  and  lyes 
as  a  streete  being  twenty  acres,  be  it  more  or  less,  being  fourescore  rod 
long,  and  forty  rod  wide. 

And  his  iiitervalc  iott  lying  in  a  peece  of  intervale  on  the  west  side 
Nashaway  riuer,  part  whereof  lyes  between  the  wading  place  which  is 
named  in  the  Court  grant  for  the  center  of  the  Towne,  and  the  meeting  of 
the  ri'uers  i}'ing  bounded  easterly  by  the  riuer,  and  west  by  a  hill  of  vpland 
v/itiiin  fence,  which  the  Tc'wne  gave  to  liim,  and  his  heyres  for  ever,  for 
his  privilege  in  fencing  in  his  lott,  and  bounded  south  by  the  highway  that 
ru.ne.^  !:setwixt  the  lott  of  Thomas  Sawyer  and  it  and  nortli  Ijy  the  burying 
place  hill,  and  north  ritier,  and  another  part  of  it  Iving  at  the  vpj)er  end 
of  th:'t  peece  of  int<-rr-n>j  bounded  south  and  east  by  Xashavv-a\'  riuer  and 
nort!:  by  Thomas  Sawyers  h 'tt.  and  west  by  a  lull  of  vpland  both  of  which 
pa^celis  l)eing  i)y  estimation  hfty  acres  be  it  more  or  less,  which  appears 
to  be  his  due,  b}- th.e  Records  of  grants  in  the  old  To^^'ne  booke,  bu^  vpou 
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evacl  measure  according  to  liijerfy  granted  by  a  Tcvnc  order,  recorded  in 
the  old  Towiic  booke,  there  \vanted  .six  acres,  which  is  niade  vp  in  and 
with  a  peece  of  inter\a!e  \.hic]}  lyes  on  the  south  siile  (if  Nas'-.iwav  riut;r 
OA'er  ap:ainsL  a  pcece  of  intervale  of  'i'honns  S:nv\'ers  otv;l  Joini  Kui'-es 
meadow,  lying  l^ounded  soutlferl}-  by  some  vplanrl  granted  to  Idin  for  the 
luiilding  of  a  sawmill  arid  north  i:»y  the  riuer  arid  vasi:  Iv.-  s;^;a-  iritervale 
that  falls  •Ait'dn  tiie  sawniill  l.mds,  and  west  the  vpland  mteets  tiie  riuer, 
and  cuts  it  off  at  the  riuer  all  w^'-  parcells  of  intervale  make  vp  fifty  acres 
be  they  n^,ore  or  less. 

And  his  meadov/  lying  son^e  part  at  tlie  Birch  meado\v  tlicre  b.cing  six 
acres,  bounded  east  by  the  still  riuer.  and  south  by  an  intervale  svvanuD. 
and  v;est  by  some  intervale  and  a  [>eice  of  meadow  of  Thomas  James,  and 
north  by  a  peice  of  meadow  that  \\'as  la\-d  out  to  Thomias  Rowlandson, 
and  six  acres  at  tlie  Stiii  riuer  bridge  as  it  is  called,  bridge  meadow,  ibur 
aci'es  of  v.hich  ly  es  cm  the  east  side  of  tlie  still  riuer,  butting  sovith  ori  tiie 
high w a}-  that  goes  to  th.e  riipadowes,  and  so  to  the  Ponds,  and  butting 
noi  th  vpon  a  peice  of  n'icadow  of  James  Adierton,  and  two  acres  Iv  ing  on 
the  west  side  of  the  still  riuer,  bounded  east  by  the  still  riuer  and  west  by 
sonic  bushy  lan>:l,  laid  out  to  Afr  John  Tinker,  hutting  soutii  by  the  high 
way  that  goes  to  tlje  ponds,  arid  north  by  a  little  brooke  tlsat  runes  into 
the  still  riuer,  all  l\'ing  for  tweK'e  acres  be  it  more  oi-  less. 

And  a  swamp  Lying  on  tlie  northi  side  of  John  Gibsons  Hill,  betwixt 
the  Mibi  and  tlie  north  intervales  which  he  hath  takesi  and  accepted  for 
tweluv  acres  of  n)eadow>>  lying  firHmded  easterl)-  by  a  lott  of  meadow  of 
Ml'  Josei/h  Rov/landsons  ana:!  S'an'hcrly  by  the  skirts  of  Gibsons  rbill,  and 
vresierly  by  th;}  Cofnon,  and  h.igh. v,a\-,  that  runes  between  the  house  of 
William  Kerle}  Jrm'"  ai'id  it,  and  nort'i  cx  north  west  by  a  peice  of  inter- 
vale laid  out  tu  .Mr  jolm  Tinker  and  north  east  by  th.e  intervale  belong- 
ing to  the  mill,  w--'  Swamp  lyes  for  twelue  acres  of  meadow  be  ir  more 
or  less. 

upUDid to  his  CoDic  MilL  And  his  vpland  belongiiig  to  his  mill  ten  acres 
of  which  takes  its  beginning  at  a  little  round  hill,  fourt}'  rod  aboue  tlie 
mill  and  so  runes  on  botii  sides  the  brooke  to  the  riuer.  boumkd  south  by 
some  land  giiicn  him  f'lr  tlve  building  a  saw  mill,  arid  northerly  by  a  peice 
of  pine  Land  that  is  comon,  batting  east  by  the  riuer.  and  west  by  the 
little  round  hill  by  tlic  mill  where  his  stake  stands,  and  forty  acres  part 
whereof  lying  on  the  south  side  of  that  ten  acres,  and  lying  in  a  corner, 
and  compassed  about  south  and  east  by  the  riuer,  and  bounded  west  i^y  a 
pine  plain  ginen  him  tor  the  buiidirjg  of  a  saw  n->ill,  and  a  peice  of  inter- 
vale compassed  :d>out  by  a  lecige  of  h'on  Stone  fxockes  on  tire  north  and 
oortli  v/est  sides  and  Ijounded  south  by  Nasliaway  riuer,  all  wliich  !)arcel!s 
of  Land  !y  for  fifty  acres  be  they  more  or  less  v,"-''  v/as  giuen  him  for  en- 
couragement to  l.-.uild  a  corne  mill  as  apjveared  by  a  covenant  copied  out 
&  truly  recorded  3''  10"'".  1659  by  m.e  R.alph  tiouGHTON'. 
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The  descriptions  of  Prescolt's  lands  as  above  given  are 
transcribed  from  volume  iii  of  the  Middlesex  Reo-istry, 
being  much  more  comp]<:le  than  the  later  copies  in  the 
Book  of  J.ands.  The  records  of  Prescou'y  Sj)ecial  grants 
from  the  General  Court,  and  his  sale  of  a  twentv  acre  house 
lot  upo!i  tlie  Neck  to  Ralj^h  Houghton,  have  been  set  down 
in  previous  pages.  The  title  to  the  liomestead  where  he 
lived  until  Ids  removal  to  thiC  vicinity  of  his  mills,  v^as  de- 
rived from  0}  rnonds  &  King  throu,o-h  John  Cowdall,  a 
Boston  trader,  by  deed  duly  recorded  iii  the  SuhV)]k  Reg- 
istry, a  copy  also  being  recorded  in  volume  iii  of  the 
Midd IcLscx  Registry 

A  Coppic  of  a  iked  frovi  John  Cowdall 

Bee  it  Knovvne  by  these  prt-senls  t'nal  I  John  Cowdall  of  Boslon,  for 
good  &  valiu.^ljle  considevation,  by  mee  in  hand  receiued,  haue  giuen, 
granted,  bar'^ained  &  sold  and  by  these  presents  do  giue  grant,  bargain, 
&  sell  \Tito  John  la-escott  late  of  V/atertovvn  n/y  liouse  at  Nashawa)-,  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  therevnto  beloniiing  and  adjoyncing,  bounded  with 
Jolui  I'rescotts  owne  lott  on  the  east,  Steeven  Day  on  the  North,  and 
Cjeorge  Adams  sonfn,  as  also  tivelue  acres  of  wett  nieadow  belonging  to  it, 
and  acres  of  intervale  bounded  with  Penycooke  riuer  west,  arid  still 
riuer  east,  vL-ori  \vrli^l"]  parcell  of  land  Richard  Linton,  and  Lawrance 
Wateis  haue  piained  come,  together  with  all  appurtenances,  conueniences 
and  priueledges.  coiTvanes,  pastures,  mindalls  &c  belonging  &  apj-erteyne- 
ifig  to  tlie  said  lands  to  haue  and  to  hold  the  said  house  &  Lands  with  all 
ot];ier  the  appvnaenances  &  priueiidges  to  him  and  his  heyres  for  tucr, 
witncs  my  hand  &  scale  this  5^''  of  the  S'"<^.  1647. 

JouN  Cowdall 

,  1     J  1  T  ,  1  T    X'  r  OValter  Aspinwall 

Sealed  ond  deliV-  In  tne  presence  of  )  r^^,,^.,^  r.^,,^^ 

Recorded  5.. 8..  1647  Walter  Aspinwall  Recor da- 

James  I  lasers  deed  of  IVashacia-d  lands 

Know  all  men  by  these  p''sents  tt)at  I  Janics  Wise;  of  Waslialcim  in  the 
countie  of  m.idiesex.  Indian,  in  New  England,  for  good  consideradonc 
and  mouir.ge  therevnto,  but  esjDecially  for  &  in  consideratione  of  f^uei' 
pounds  teen  shillings  allredyreC'  by  me  iiaue  giuen  gran.tted  barglned  sold 
ahnated  &•  connrmed  Cv:  do  b\  these  psents  giue  grant  bargine  sell  alinaie 
confirmc  \-n':.o  John  Prescott  of  Lanc;i.ster  sonic  nintie  accers  of  \'niin- 
proued  land  be  it  more  or  lessc  lyinge  vpon  a  plaine  &  twentie  accers  be 
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it  more  or  lo^-se  beinge  a  corno  fi-ilkl  iyinge  vpon  a  hill  wca.siwr.rd  of  ih'i-. 
piaiiie  bounded  by  a.  pond  n  b'ttill  rcivjOte  easterly  fronic  the  jjbi.i!)C-:  Wa^ha- 
IJm  fort  beinp;e  «u)ontt  fi.eueei\e  rods  fro  me  the  neercst  pt  of  ibis  plalno  -  v 
the  bill  wbear  on.  the  Indian  fieliti  is,  weastcrlv  of  thi-  plaine.  onlv  Ada- 
gunapeke  &  bis  A  nut  -S:  bir.  sister  reserae  one  accer  a  ye  re,  tiie  hil.'  bein:i;e 
called  by  the  nan^e  of  inoaiuahcalce.  tids  land  iovnf^s  to  the  firine  iict  the 
Country  gam?  Joiia  j'rcLieotL  which  allso  is  bounded  by  a  hiil  to  tiie  soutii 
runinge  dov.  ne  to  Ids  meadow  bdongiage  to  his  farmc  die  couiiti-yes 
laiid  ellsevviiL-ar  aboutt  it,  tlie  sa}-de  bar;^ined  I'misses  withail  and  sisiiaiiar 
ther  puiledges  &  npertananses  to  be  to  the  sayde  Jolm  Prcscrar  &  his 
he}'ers  for  euer  to  haue  &  to  hold  foi  bis  or  their  pposes  &  Uesies  withont 
any  lawfiul  letJ.  rnolesiaiio'ne  or  disturbanee  from  Ijy  or  vnder  me  or-  ariy 
my  hcvers  executors  or  asignes  or  any  other  pson  or  psons  wliat  soener 
fermely  biridinge  my  scllfe  my  heycrs  executors  asignes  iieervnto,  6c  we 
whose  names  ane  vnder  wadtten,  Pummannommon  &  Po!npo weag.ni  do 
ahrme  and  tesdhc  tliat  the  aforesayde  Jaines  Wisei  barh  fud  pov-,-e'- -S:  rii^ht 
to  alinate  t!\es  lands  &  in  witlnesse  heerto  I  y*"  aforesayde  James  Wiser  cio 
putt  to  my  hand  and  scabe. 

The  3  :)cc''  of  brok  vpland  exj)ressed  heerin  thai;  is  reserued  lyes  at  tlie 
northerly  estd  of  tiie  feiild.    dalted  tliis  22''  of  the  hrst  rao.  i6fh)lyo 

the  marine  ^  James  Wis'cR 

Read  signed  e',:.  seabed  &  delinered  in  tlie  presence  of 

y  marke  of  (M)  iMahy  VVn.Li\]vD 

Slmon  Willakd  Jr. 

tlve  marke  of  C  I'l'MraANNOMMON 

th'e  marke  of  C;  pom  i-o  we  agon 

[From  Sr.>iin.ick  MriTiu.^cripts  in  posses.sioT)  of  tht-  New  I::n-?,iaiid  HiMoric  Gonea- 
logicul  Sccieiyd 

See  page  97  of  this  volume. 

Jolm  Pi'escott  died  ii)  December,  1681,  pos.^essed  of 
about  700  iicres  ol  Jr.iid,  having  jmorcover  given  lands  and 
a  mill  at  Nonaicoicus  to  his  son  Jonas.  Tiiree  hundred 
acres  of  this  estate  lay  about  the  Wasbiacum  Ponds,  includ- 
ing tiie  Sterling  camp-grounds;  he  owned  riearh'  all  tb^e 
lar.ds  upon  wbnch  the  manuractories  and  mo:;t  den.sely  peo- 
pled stroets  of  Clint'ni  are  iocated,  and  one  hnndred  arres 
in  South  Lancaster,  stretching  from  tlie  summit  of  George 
Hill  to  the  meeting  of  tbie  rivers.  But  the  su-orn  inventory 
of  his  estate  amounted  to  only  330  pounds  (S  shillings.  Af- 
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ter  the  complotion  of  his  corn  inill,  he  took  up  liis  rcsidcMiCC 
near  it,  and  the  .^iie  of  liis  i>;arrison  house  has  been  hvreto- 
fore  noted  as  near  the  southeast  corner  of  1  ligli  and  Water 
streets,  in  Clinton.  M/he  location  of  his  earlier  houje  is 
important,  because  irom  it  as  a.  starting  point,  all  the  home 
lots  west  of  tiie  rivers  were  laid  out.  Luekilv  we  are  li'fi 
neither  to  conjectu.re  nor  ti-adition  legardirtg  its  position. 
The  site  of  the  Synionds  and  King  truckii>^  liouse,  bou^fnt 
of  CowdalL  was  sold  to  Nathaniel  Wikha-  for  twenty 
pounds  by  Joni.'th_ari  Prescott,  in  1697,  and  is  tiius  de- 
scribed : 

.  Twenty  acres  ....  being  in  the  south  end  of  Town  where  John 
Prescott  Sen'  and  John  Prcscott  Jutv  soiue  tirnc  Lived,  being  the  fir.>>t  Lott 
in  iH!mher  in  timt  J^ange  of  Letts  butting  westerly  vpon  the  stated  coai- 
tnon  near  Gvijrges  Hill,  and  easterly  vpOn  a  highway  goeth  betwcea  tlie 
two  Ranges  of  Lotts  and  southerly  it  is  bounded  p.'irtly  by  y"^  Lott  of 
Jonas  ffairbanke  ai)d  piirt  by  a  Ijalfe  Lott  of  Daniel  Gaines  now  in  )"■'  pos- 
session of  said  Jonathan  Prescott,  And  northerly  it  is  bounded  by  the 
Lott  of  y-  said  Nathaniel  Wilder. 

In  the  settlement  of  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  AVildei-'s  estate 
his  son  Ephraim  received  "all  the  house  Lott  that  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Prescotts,''  exeept  one  acre,  vvliicli  v.  as  set 
apart  for  the  widow.  Tlie  direct  descendants  of  Captain 
Ephraim  Wilder  have  resided  upon  the  property  urttil 
within  the  n)emor\'  of  some  now  living.  William  Toonffys 
bought  it,  and  the  estate  is  by  our  older  residents  ofrtm 
called  tlie  Toombs  place.  Tliis  land  has  lately  come  into 
possession  of  11.  A.  Marshall. 

Reference  to  the  record  of  Daniel  Gains'  grant  will  show- 
thai  he  had  ten  acors  lying  on  the  top  of  George  Hii)  .  .  . 
and  northardly  it  is  bounded  by  the  house  lott  of  John 
Prescott,  and  it  buts  easterly  upon  the  Lott  of  Jonas  Fair- 
banks.'' The  description  of  Jonas  Fairbank's  home  lot 
reads:  ":t  buteth.  y-est  upon  a  hill  called  George  J] ill  and 
it  is  bounded  .....  north  by  tiie  Lott  of  John  Prescott." 
Fairbank's  lot,  now  included  in  the  farm  of  Jonas  Goss, 
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extendfci  forty  rods  along  the  lugliway,  and  fron)  ea.^^t  In 
west  was  ("igbtv-  rods  long;  that  of  IhescoU,  his  hirlicr-iii" 
Jaw,  being  half  as  v.  ide  and  twice  as  long,  extending  to  or 
beyond  the  erest  ot  die  hiih 

The  Rj'e-feld,  with  Roper's  ''Brooke  riineirig  cross  the 
west  end  of  it"  as  of  old.  is  mostly  incln.ded  in  the  hinds  of 
G,  F.  Chandler..  John  A.  Rice,  W.  H.  Graham,  and  Rufiis 
Eager,  the  road  to  George  Mill  forming  its  northern  bonnd- 
ar}^.  Ma^'  i,  1698,  Jonathan  Rrescott,  in  a  deed  of  gitt  to 
his  son  Samuel,  transferred    my  hon^se  Lott  knov\'n  by  the 

name  of  the  Rye  ffield  conteynirig  one  Dwelling 

house  and  barne.''  June  i,  170S,  Samuel  R]-escott,  having 
removed  to  Concord,  sold  to  Rv^everend  Jolm  Prentice  all 
hivS '*  houseing,  lands,  and  meadows,"  including  the  R\  e- 
field  fully  described  and  stated  to  be  ''the  lott  where  y'"  said 
Samuel  Prescott  formerly  Lived," — also  the  intervale 
''bounded  easterly  by  Nasiiua  River  for  the  most  part  and 
Northerly  by  the  burying  place  .....  and  North  East  it 
butts  on  the  meeting  of  tlie  Reivers".  Idiis  interviile  n.ow 
belongs  to  the  Thayer  estate,  and  the  existing  diicii  tliat 
separates  it  from  the  old  burying  gn;ound  and  other  upla mis 
v^^as  first  dug  by  John  Rrescott,  and  is  ment'oned  a?  early 
as  1659.  ^  acres  of  Prescotfs  inter\-ale  wera  located 
a  little  higher  up  t5ie  south  branch  of  the  NashavvaA",  near 
the  place  long  familiarly  known  as  the  0/d  Iiucl\  but 
formerly,  probably,  called  yo/ui's  'yiirnp,  as  that  sngi^esdve 
name  is  freqnenily  found  in  old  land  records  attached  to 
some  place  in  that  immediate  vicinit}'. 

John  Rrescott,  the  founder  of  Lancaster,  was  the  \'oumr- 
est  son  of  Ralph  and  Ellen  of  Shevington,  Lancaslnre, 
England,  born  about  1604,  aiid  married  to  ?>Iary  Platts, 
Jan.  21,  1629.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  Cromwdlian 
soldier,  and  to  have  left  England  to  avoid  religious  |>erse- 
ciition.  He  ihst  sailed  to  liarbadoes  in  '^(y^^'o,  and  thence 
to  Boston  in  16 10.  Soon  tltereafier  lie  became  the  lxold:er 
of  one  iiundrcd  and  twenty-six  acres  of  land  in  Waterunvn. 


MA  SS  ACHUSETTS.    1643  -  1725. 


and  ill  1643  we  find  lum  prominent  among  tlxe  associiites  of 
the  Nasliaway  Company.  His  invincible  energy,  manna) 
skill,  and  ierliliiy  of  resource  pushed  the  enterprise  to  final 
success,  in  spite  oi  dangers  and  disconragemenis  which 
socm  circ)\'e  all  hi'^  crn^rivtnei's  Irom  the  n^idciakin!;*".  Such 
as  the  town  became,  it  was  his  buiiding.  For  nearly  iV)rty 
years  he  wiis  its  very  heart  and  soul,  and  after  the  massa- 
cre he  came  back  to  die  at  his  post,  enjoining  in  liis  will, 
that  the  worn  out  mortal  part  of  him  should  be  committed 
''to  the  comon  biir3'ing"  place  here  in  Lancaster."  0\-er  his 
grave  stands  a  rude  tragment  of  shite  rock,  and  t\i\\  are  the 
eyes  that  can  re-idily  read  the  charncters  rudelA'  cut  upon 
it:  "J'^^^^  pREscoTT  Desased."  Ti]e  tbotstone  with  the 
date  has  crumbled  away. 

Joliu.  Prescoti's  children  were  eight  in  number  :  i.  r\Ln  v, 
baptized  at  Sowerby,  England  (Halifax  Parish),  Feb.  24, 
163C);  married  Thomas  Sawyer  in  164S.  2.  Martha,  bap- 
tized at  Halifiix  Parisli,  ?v[arch  11,  1632  ;  marrieil  Jolm 
Rngg  in  1655.  3.  John,  baptized  at  Halifax  i^arish,  April 
I,  i6j5  ;  married  Ss.rah  Havward,  .166S  ;  lie  li\ ed  y  itlj  his 
father  and  succeeded  liim  at  the  mills.  4.  Sarah,  bapli/ed 
at  Halifax  Parish  in  1637  ;  married'  Richard  W/ieelor  in 
1658.  5.  Hannah,  probably  born  in  Barbadoes  in  1639; 
she  became  the  second  wiie  of  John  Rugg,  Ma}-  .  i66o, 
her  Sister  r^Iartha,  with  In-r  twin  babes,  having  died  in 
1656.  6.  Lydia,  born  in  Wateriown,  August  15,  1641  : 
married  Jonas  FairbcUik,  May  2S,  1658.  7.  Jonathan,  born 
proba'oly  hi  Lancaster  about  1646  ;  he  removed  to  Concord 
after  the  massacre  and  became  a  man  of  note  there,  dying 
Dec.  5.  1721.  8.  Jonas,  born  June,  164S,  in  Lancaster; 
married  Mary  Loker  of  Sudi.>ury,  1672,  and  was  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Groton.  John  Prescott's  grandcldldren 
numbered  fifty. 

THE  LANDS  OF  PHILIP  KXIGHT 
his  h':>>!se  I .i^tt    hi:;  house  Lott  being  tweuc)' acres  L\-in;>'  oti  tlic  v, ost 
side  of  Nnsh'A'ay  f<.iu;:r  and  the  south  cud  of  i:he  town  being  u.c  bocond 
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Lott  from  Goodman  Prescuis  in  that  Range  of  Letts  butin^.'  east  upon  a 
Streat  or  highway  that  Runs  i-etweu  two  Ranges  of  Lotts  iu  tliat  end  of 
the  tov.ai  boundcu  south  by  the  Lott  of  Goodraj.u  i'rescutt  and  north  '.-.y  a 
Lott  of  John  !ol"'.nsons  betinir  west  uvion  tlie  staf-d  Common  u'l-jn  w!^'eh 
Lott  Goodman  Knigh.t  sum  lime  erected  a  house  and  Lined  thare  being 
i6o  Rods  in  Lengtii  and  twenty  Rods  wide  Lj/'ng  for  twenty  acors  be  it 
more  or  Llss  — 

/i/s  cjitcr'tail  Lott  LJis  enteruail  Lott  L}  ing  on  the  east  Side  of  Peni- 
cook  Rluer  Lj  a  conimon  feild  in  the  uper  end  of  that  enteruail  bating 
\\est  upon  penicook  Riuer  and  east  u[)on  the  Still  Riiicr  bounded  south 
by  a  Lott  of  John  Rigbees  and  north  by  sum  Laud  of  John  Ruggs  which 
was  Laid  out  to  hint  to  nuike  up  his  enteruail  Lott  this  Lott  was  Laid 
out  to  Goodman  Knight  for  tsventy  acors  

Philip  Knight  did  not  sign  the  co\"en;rat.  He  was  prob- 
ably that  Pliilip  who  was  admitted  an  inliabitant  at  Charles- 
town  in  1637;  and  had  wife  Margeiw,  and  children  Jonathan. 
Philip,  Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  and  Mary.  He  died  in  1668, 
the  inventory  of  his  estate  being  found  in  the  Essex  Regis- 
try'. Knight  sold  all  his  rights  here,  and  there  is  no  evi- 
dence  found  to  show  that  when,  the  famil}-  name  \va^  bronght 
to  Lancaster  again,  after  an  absence  of  one  hundred  years, 
it  was  borne  by  a  direct  descendant  of  Philip  Knight.  The 
Knight  lot  was  lirst  soid  to  Jofm  Tinker,  and  purchased  of 
him  by  Thomas  AVildcr,  who  probably  est;ibiisht^d  his  resi- 
dence tltere  at  his  hrst  comjng,  in  1659.  rennuned  in 
the  hands  of  his  direct  descendants  until  tlie  present 
century. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  JOHN>ON. 

The  lirst  land  grants  to  John  Johnson,  by  an  omission  of 
the  copyist,  have  no  page  in  tlie  Book  of  Lands.  I'lifs 
proprietor  signed  tlie  covenant  in  1654,  ^^'^-^^  alloted  the 
twenty  uteres  next. north  Ironi  the  Knigrit  lot,  and  built  and 
lived  tliere.  ^Liy  -O,  1667,  John  Johnson  and  wife  Marv, 
of  Cambridge,  deeded  to  John  Roper,  carpenter,  "all  my 

Konie  Lott  whereon.  I  sometime  lived  bounded 

south  by  a  house  lott  of  Thomas  Wilder  and  nortlierly  by 
a  highway  that  runes  up  into  thie  woods,  and  it  butts  Plast 
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upon  <)  h!o-]i  \\',\y  or  street  that  l\'es  between  two  rra'io'es  o{ 
lotts  and  west  upon  a  staled  comon,  v/ith  fruit  trees,  build- 
ings, tv'ncr-<  Slc'\  111  1670.  Joliii  Roper  deeded  to  Arclne- 
laus  Courser,  a  ''potter*'  tVun-!  jjoston,  whu  had  married  ids 
diiug liter  Raebeb  sixteen  acres  of  the  John  Johnson  lot, 
and  after  the  deadi  of  Archebuis,  his  son,  John  Courier, 
sold  it  to  Nathaniel  AVilder.  In  i7::q  th.e  second  Nailraniel 
Wilder  transferred  to  his  broth. er  Oliver,  ''Land  on  which 
I  formerly  dwelt.  »X:'is  tiie  Lott  tliat  was  grar^ted  to  John 
Johnson  and  part  of  t!ie  Lott  that  was  Phillip  Knights  and 
afterwards  Tiiojneis  \\alders."  Johnson  came  to  Lancaster 
from  Wateno\^  n,  fiis  wife  wais  Mary  ,  daugliter  of  Thomas 
King  of  iNlariborou.glt.  His  h.ouse  lott.  twentv  rods  in 
w^idth,  bordered  trje  soutiiei'n  side  of  the  lilghway  over 
George  Ilil]  by  the  scht»ol -house. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  ROPER 

///y  f!LUisc  Lvfi  his;  house  Lott  is  t!ie  fourth  LoU  from  John  {^rescuts 
hi  that  Ra';r-  of  Lotts  \\x\i  Lyeth  wtst  of  the  Street  or  hi^^!i\v;iy  that  L\-ethx 
betwen  tv/o  Ran;^C3  of  Lot^s  in  the  south  end  of  the  tov/n  buting  east 
upon  (hat  hi^M'.va\-  :ind  west  upon  ihe  stated  Conimon  bounded  south  by 
tlu  ci-un'.k  hh;h  t'lat  Goeth  in  to  the  woods,  and  so  whare  need  shall 
Req'iife  aivd  l^ouudcd  north  on  tlje  Lott  of  Jolin  Rugs;  upon  which  Lott 
Goodman  Johnson  the  taylor  wlio  sura  time  Lined  at  Sudbiu'}-  bult  a  h.ouse 
and  Liuod  thp;-e  tur  sum  space  of  time  whicii  Lotr  was  sumtime  in  the 
possesiijn  [of]  .\Lister  day  of  Cambridge  it  being  a  hundred  and  Sixty 
Rods  Long  and  twent}  Rods  wide  and  Lyeth  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more 
or  Less. 

hii,  enlcniail  Lett  His  enteruail  Lyetii  in  tlie  north  enteiuail  about  the 
midde!  of  it  buting  east  upon  the  North  Riuer  and  vvesi  upon  the  u;)land 
bounded  South  by  the  Lott  of  John  Jolmson  and  north  by  the  Lott  of  Jolui 
Moore  which  Lott  is  Laid  out  and  Lyeth  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or 
Less. 

"Goodman  Johnson  the  taylor,"  was  Solomon  of  Siubnury 
and  Marlborough.  He  exchan.ged,  in  1652.  "forty  acres  of 
land  lying  at  Ntr^iiuw'av  nlnntation  witli  one  Dwelling-  house 
uppoQ  iid'  Ibi"  a  grant  of  tliree  hundxcd  acres  of  Steplien 
Day's.    Day  w^as  one  of  tlie  lirst  proprietors,  and  an  ener- 
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gelic  promoter  of  the  interests  of  thf  phintation  ;  but  Iiis 
enertrv  so  often  outran  his.  discretion  that  h.e  was  constantly 
in  debt.  He  signed  the  covenant,  but  never  came  to  Lan- 
caster to  live.  His  land  rights  either  went  to  satisiV  credi- 
tors^ or  a?  in  this  case,  hipsed  by  non-improvement.  The 
town  assigned  the  Solomon  Johnson  lot  to  Roper.  John 
Roper  was  of  Norfolk  Connty,  Enigh'ind,  coming  to  Amei°- 
ica  when  twenty-six  j-ears  old,  in  1639.  "^^'^t^-i  v/ii'd  Ab.ce  and 
two  children,  Alice  and  Elizabeth.  He  for  some  time  lived 
in  Dedharn  wh.ere  were  born  to  him  Raciiel,  1639;  ^'i'^n- 
nah,  1642  ;  Ephraim.  1644  '  '^'^^  Benjamin.  1647.  lie  was 
a  carpt-nter  by  trade,  and  a  man  respected  of  his  neigh- 
burs  and  of  good  standing  in  the  church,  for  he  was  chosen 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  1664.  He  was  killed  by  the  Indi- 
ans in  1676.  Ro]:)er's  }3rook  perpetuates  his  name.  In  a 
deed  from  John  Moore  to  Daniel  Hudson,  A.  D,  16S3,  the 
right  is  reserved  for  the  occupiers  of  John  Roper's  house 
for  ever  free  liberty  to  f:^tch  v\Titer  from  tlie  Brook."  The 
George  Hill  school-house  now  stands  on  the  soutiieast  cor- 
ner of  the  Roper  lot.  Ephraim.  Roper  succeeded  his  fat! tor 
in  possession  of  it,  and  had  a  garrison  house  here,  which 
was  destroyed  and  its  inmates  slaughtered  or  carried  cap- 
tive in  1697.  Nathaniel  Wnlder,  who  was  administrator  of 
Ephraim  Roper's  estate,  is  found  in  possession  of  the  loi 
later,  and  in  1722  the  second  Nathaniel  sold  it  to  Oliver, 
Vv'liose  descendants  occupied  it  until  the  death  of  Joel  Wil- 
der, 2d.^  James  Keyes  bought  a  portion  of  Roper's  town 
right  and  had  lands  laid  out  near  th(^  jMarlborough  line  in 
1723. 

THE  LAND  OF  JOHN  RUGG  ^' 

House  [.ott  His  house  Lott  Lyeth  in  the  South  End  of  the  touTi  in  A 
Rang  of  Lotts  on  the  V/est  Side  of  a  Sneet  or  highway  tliat  Runs'hetwen 
n.vo  flange:-,  of  Lotts  being  the  fifth  Lott  in  that  Range  bounded  Southerly 
by  the  Lott  of  John  Roper  and  Northerly  by  th.e  Lott  of  Daniel  Gains  and 
Li.  buts  Easterly  uposi  the  said  Street  or  highway  afore"'  and  Westerly  it 
buts  upon  the  stated  Common  and  Lyeth  for  twenty  acres  be  it  moie  or 
Less. 
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Eiilcn^ail  Lott  More  he  hath  his  Enteruail  Lott  in  the  tirst  douislon 
L}'ing;  oi)  the  East  side  of  Nashaway  Riuer  batting  weste ily  tlic 
Riuer  and  Easteily  upon  tiie  u^jland  and  It  is  boundctl  Sou.thcny  t.y  t!,-j 
L'^;t  of  TAC(.;'f  r:;'-'!h  Se^er  and  Northeriv  it  is  hounded  hv  a  l.ott  winch 
was  sn.m  tirnc  th^e  Lott  of  Ivichard  Sniith  now  in  the  possession  of  .Majer 
WlUard  and  v,t.s  Laid  out  for  twenty  acres  

John  RiL^^'g  had  for  his  first  wiiV,  rvlarlha  Pre.^cott,  who 
died,  with  her  twin  Ijabes,  iii  1656.  His  second  wife  was 
Hannah  Prescott,  by  wliom  he  had  chiihiren  :  John,  j 602  ; 
IMercy,  1664;  Thomas,  1666:  Joseph,  166S  ;  Htinnah, 
1670;  Rebecca,  1673;  Daniel,  1678  :  Jonathan,  16S1 .  He 
was  made  freeman  in  1669.  Joh.n  Rugg's  will  was  pro\'ed 
in  Fcbrn.ary,  1607,  and  his  widow  w^as  slain  Ire  the  Indians 
the  same  yea)\  togethei-  with  Iter  son.  Joseph,  wiUi  his  wife 
and  three  children.  The  Rugg  hoifse  Jot  had  been  as- 
signed to  Henry  Kerley  in  tiie  iirst  allotment,  but  he  refused 
it,  a)id  built  on  church  lands  not  far  from  the  Rowiandson 
garrison.  * 

THE  LAND  OF  DANIEL  GAINS 

his  koHse  Loit  hiis  house  Lott  part  of  '  it]  Lyeth  iu  a  peice  of  Land 
that  was  Left  l^y  the  Lot.  of  Jolui  Rugg  and  Goodnian  Kerley  v.liere  now 
the  Said  Daniel  hath  buili  an.  hi:iase  tiiere  being  ten  acors  or  th.are  abouts 
be  it  more  or  less  bctunded  Southwardly  b}-  John  Ruggs  L<.va  an.d  northartiiy 
by  the  Lott  of  old  Goodman  Kerley  and  it  buls  easterly  by  the  Street  or 
hyway  tiiat  Runs  betwen  two  Ranges  of  Lotts  and  it  buts  wesierly  by  the 
stated  Common  and  more  he  hath  ten  acors  L\ing  on  the  top  of  George 
I-till  be  it  more  or  Less  bounded  Southardiy  upon  the  Common  and  north- 
ardly  it  is  bounded  by  the  house  Lott  of  jolia  Prescutt  and  it  buts  easterly 
upon  the  Lott  of  Jonas  fairbanks  and  westerly  it  buts  upon  the  Stated 
ComuiOii  both  th.e  said  peaces  of  upland  Lyeth  for  liis  full  house  Lott  of 
twenty  acors  be  thay  more  or  Less — 

his  enteruail  Loit  His  enteruail  Lott  Lyeth  on  the  east  side  (^f  peni- 
cook  Riuer  arid  Is  bounded  southardiy  by  the  Lott  of  Jonas  r;urbanks  arid 
northardiy  it  is  bounded  by  sum  Enteruail  of  Lawrence  Waters  and  :l  L'Uis 
Eastctly  upon  thie  enteruail  Swamp  and  west  it  buts  upon  ihe  said.  ;j>-ni- 
cook  Iviuer  A  high  way  ruadng  Cros  tlie  Lott  to  the  meadinwo  an>l  to  tiie 
piumtrees  and  Lyeth  for  his  full  Lott  of  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or  Less. 

Daniel  Gaines  was  a  late  comer,  appearing  here  in^  1660. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  he  had  wife  or  children,  but  a 
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brother.  "Samuel  Ga\'nes,"  was  ap]}ointed  admini.^tralor  ol" 
his  estate.  lie  wa.s  slain  in  the  massacre  of  the  Rov/laiul- 
son  p-arrison.  John  Frescoti  boni..;ht  the  ten  acres  on  the 
top  of  Gec-rge  J I  ill. 

THE  LANDS  OF  W^LL^A^L  KERLEV  SENER 

h->i(sc  Luiis,  his  o-dni  20  acors  the  house  Lott  of  William  Kciicv  Sener 
is  the  Sixth  Lotl  tVoiT!  John  PresciitLs  house  Lott  nori h.v/ard  coiitdiiis  more 
or  Less  twenty  acors — 

his  piircliascd  house  Lott  20  acors  of  Rkhivd  Sf/iiih  The  house  Lott 
of  Richard  Smith  tirst  (Granted  to  the  said  Richard  and  after\'vards  pur- 
chased of  hin:!  by  the  said  Wilhatn  Keiley  aud  now  in  his  possession  is 
the  Seuenth  Lott  iVom  John 'Prescutts  abouc  said  Containing  more  or  Less 
twenty  acors  :  These  two  Itouse  Lotts  Containing  as  aforesaid  moi"e  or 
Less:  louriy  acors  ioyniJ.g  the  one  to  the  other  are  Scittuat  Lying  and 
being  in  tliai  Rang  of  Lotts  on  the  west  side  of  the  North  Riuer  bounded 
by  the  vStrfCt  highway  or  Common  Eastward  tlie  woods  or  Commons 
westward  the  house  Lott  of  John  Smith  northward  and  the  house  Lott  of 
Henerv  Kei'ley  Soutliwarrl  in  bredth  and  Length  acordii]g  to  the  order  of 
the  towrj  in  the  Book  of  Records  for  that  Range 

ei:trrnoil  lotts  his  orcii  20  acors  and  Riciiard  SndtJis  20  acors  The 
enteruaii  Lott  of  William  Kerley  Coiuains  twenty  acors  more  or  Less  is 
scituate  Lying  and  being  in  the  north  enteruaii  west  of  the  North  Riuer 
also  twenty  acors  more  or  Less  Granted  to  Richard  Smith  and  purchesed 
by  the  said  William  Ktuiev  next  adioyning  to  th.e  said  twenty  acors  South- 
ward this  fourty  acors  of  enteruaii  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  VVliliant 
Kerley  is  bounded  b}'  the  North  Riuer  eastward  tlie  Commons  or  common 
Land  westward  the  enteruaii  Lott  of  John  Smitli  north  and  the  enteruaii 
Lott  of  William  Kerley  Ju ner  Southward  — 

William  Kerley,  'Miiisbandman,"  from  Ashmore,  Eng- 
land, came  over  in  ''the  good  Shipp  the  Confidence  of 
London,"  April,  1638.  We  find  tlie  tumily  in  Hingham 
first,  but  of  Sudbury  in  1641.  In  i^|7  he  became  freeman. 
His  lirst  wife,  Ann,  died  in  J^aucaster,  1658.  The  next 
year  he  married  Bridget  Rowlandson,  rnotlier  of  the  minis- 
ter. She  d\'ing,  1662,  he  took  tor  iiis  third  wife  Rebecca, 
widow  of  Thiomas  Joslin,  A.  D.  1664.  He  died  July  14, 
1670.  It  would  seem  that  he  had  been  a  soldieis  for  in  the 
inventory  of  his  personal  etlects  were  "Iron  cloathes  and 
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a  cutlash.*'  Williairi  Pverley  was  appointed  one  of  the 
iir,st  prudential  riKriiaq-ers  of  the  town,  and  seems  to  ha\e 
been  a  very  ^!-^o^g  willed  if  not  infinential  member  of  tlie 
board.  I'he  iverley  lots  are  now  the  homesteads  of  F.  D. 
Ta\dor  and  H.  B.  Slr^^tton.  A  deed  dated  April  30,  1688, 
from  Henrv  Kerlev,  dien  of  ?dariboroiigli,  to  Sarnuel  Car- 
ter of  Woburn.,  ''clerk,'"  ti-ansfers  '"'the  6'''  liouse  lott  &  three 
quarters  of  the  7'''  liouse  lottf"  in  all  thirty-live  acres. 

Richard  Smith's  deed  of  his  dwelling-honse  and  twenty 
acre  house  lot  to  William  Keriey,  senior,  is  dated  June  4, 
1658.  Smith  w^as  of  Sndbur}',  son  of  John.  His  first  wife, 
Mary,  and  her  infant,  died  27.. 3"'..  1654,  and  Auo-nst  10  of 
the  same  3-car  he  married  the  widow  Joanna  Qj-iarlls,  by 
wlioni  he  had  in  Lancaster,  John,  1655,  and  Francis,  1657. 
lie  appears  in  1656  among  the  }>roprietors  of  Groton,  IjuA 
peri"ia]>s  did  not  become  resident  tliere,  altliongl:!  lie  disap- 
p)ears  from  Lancaster. 

LANDS  OF  MR  SAMUEL  CARTER 

40  ,-!''ors  of  Land  Grinifcd  to  Mr  Sa)'ivcl  Carter  Mr  Sanaiel  Carter 
hath  tourt}-  acres  of  Land  Laid  out  to  him  which  was  a  proper  Gift  of  the 
town  L}-ing  at  tlie  east  end  of  sum  Second  deuision  Land  of  John  fairaiis 
nov,  in  the  pL!S?ession  of  Ah'.  I'homas  S'A'ift  butini^;  \vest  upon  s''  Swifts 
Lanri  and  easterly  apon  Swanrpie  Lovv  Land  and  Soniliardl}'  it  is  i.iounded 
npon  Second  deuision  Land  of  Williani  Keriey  Sener  and  northardiy  iiy 
Conimon  pLiin  Land. 

Thomas  Swift  seems  t(~»  have  been  a  transient  resident, 
perhaps  \xkmt).  Milton.  ITe  was  a  non.-resident  proprietor  in 
i6N.|.  and  disappears  from  the  records  thereafter.  Samuel 
Carter,  a  teacher  and  ch^rg}-man,  was  the  son  of  the  llev- 
erend  Thomas  Carter  ot'  Woburn,  born  16^0,  graduated 
trom  Harvard  College  in  1660,  died  as  minister  of  Groton. 
1603.  He  sometimes  preaclied  in  Lancaster,  between  168 1 
and  168S.  By  w  ife  Eunice  ]]rooks  he  had  four  sons  and. 
ibur  daugiiters  :  Marv.  1673:  Samuel,  1678:  John,  1681  ; 
Thoirias-  1682  ;  Natlianiel,  16S5  ;  Eunice,  1687  ;  Alngaii, 
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1690.  None  of  these  births  are  foimci  in  Lancaster  Rec- 
ords. The  widow  Euuice  married  John  Kendall  of  Wo- 
biTn,  wlio.  w  ill)  his  brolh^er  Samiieb  w(^re  tlie  progenitors 
of  nnmerous  descendrtnts  bearing  the  name  Kendiali  in 
Lancaslei-,  Leominster  and  Sterling.  John  Kendall  re- 
ce]\'ed  a  fort}^  acre  graan.  from  the  tovvn,  Jannary  26,  1714, 
''on  the  easterly  side  of  Wecapeket  Brook."  John,  vSarnuel 
and  Thomas  Ciirter  occupied  the  paternal  estate  prirchased 
of  William  Kerley's  heirs,  and  there  the  two  last  named 
h'c\d  hn'ge  families,  which  so  mrdtiplied  the  number  bearing 
the  family  name  that  it  was  soon  rivalled  only  by  the  VVil- 
lards  aiid  Wilders  in  tlie  Lancaster  census. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOPLN  SMITH 

/iou^t'  Lntl  The  upland  Loft  of  John  Smith  being  the  Eighah  Lott  In 
that  R.;^.ngv  of  Letts  ihat  Lyes  on  tiie  west  Side  of  the  Nort!)  Rivier  and 
on  the  \vc.--.t  side  of  ilie  Street  or  hywa)'  thit  Lyes  l^etwen  the  Ranges  of 
Loits  on  the  South  end  of  the  town  being  by  estauirition  twenty  acors 
bcin^  eiu'lit  score  Rods  in  Length  and  twenty  Rods  wide  biiting  East  upon 
the  higiiway  or  Street  thiat  Runs  betwen  the  Vvanges  of  Lotts  and  west 
upon  tlie  Conimoiis  bounded  south  by  the  Lott  of  Williarn  Kerley  Sener 
wiiicli  he  ])ought  of  Richard  Smith  and  north  by  the  Loti  of  \ViHiam 
Kerley  Juner  lying  for  to.enty  acors  be  it  niore  or  Less. 

oit o7-u a il  Loit  His  enteruail  Lott  being  twenty  acors  Lying  on  the 
west  side  of  the  North  Riuer  bounded  east  by  the  Riuer  and  west  by  the 
Conuiion  upland  ar.d  South  by  tlie  Lott  of  WiUiam  Kerley  Sener  which 
he  bought  of  Richard  Smith  and  north  by  a  Littel  Run  of  water  or  Brook 
Ra'iging  acording  as  the  Brook  Runs  it  being  his  due  and  his  Lott  Giuen 
and  Ci-ranted  him  by  the  town  

John  Sfnith  was  father  to  Richard  before  named,  and  to 
Arm,  the  wife  of  John  IMoore.  He  came  from.  Sndoiiry 
with  \\\\c  Mary^  ^vho  died  27..io^?;  1659.  In  1660  he  gave 
the  ir.lervale  lot  above  described  i:o  John  and  i\Tin  Moore, 
and  March  iS,  1663,  he  deeded  to  Adam  Waters  "all  my 
dvvtdimg  house  in  aforsaid  Lar!clla^ter  wherein  1  lately 
lived."  with  tiie  honse  lot  described  above.  Adam  Waters 
died  A.  jj.  1670,  and  Ids  brothers,  Stephen  Waters  and 
John  Skeatlu  sold  the  Smith  lot  to  Thomas  Ross,  a  weaver 
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from  Vv'oburn.  On  the  5*'"  of  2''-  monlli,  1669,  John  vSiiiilli 
transfv'T^;  liis  then  estate  to  Jolui  Moore,  with  tliis  coricl;- 
tion  :  "Now  in  iivy  ojcI  age  I  beino;  old  and  inlirme,  S:  not 
able  to  inir)iOve  land,  nor  to  niaintayue  niyseli  bv  niy 
labonrs  n'>r  10  nav  pnbb'qiie  cliarges  for  n}y  land,  tlicrefore 
in  consideration  of  my  forOvSaid  son  John  Moore  oc  hit  wife 
are  to  keepe  mee  duringe  rnv  naturall  lite."  .  .  .  .  He  died 
Jnly  16,  1669.  Ills  will  nientions  children — John,  Rich- 
ard, Ann  and  Alice. 

LANDS  OF  WILLIAM  KERLEY  JUNER 

/!ouse  Loti  lii-:  house  Lett  which  is  acording  to  his  Grant  in  t'le  old 
to"vn  book  tJie  ninth  Lott  from  John  Prescntts  I-yiag  and  being  on  the 
v.esl  side  of  ttie  highway  ti'jat  (^oes  to  nortli  enteruai!  anci  to  Wahnutl 
Swamp  arid  it  bats  Easterly  upon  that  lughway  and  weslerlv  uj)oii  the 
Stated  Corranon  and  it  is  bounded  Soutliardly  by  the  l-Ott  of  John  Smith 
and  north  h\  snni  second  deuision  Land  of  William  Kerley  Sener  and  It 
Lyeth  for  tvs-cnty  acois  be  it  more  or  Less — 

enteruai!  I. I'tt  More  he  liatli  his  enteruail  Lott  Lying  and  being  in  the 
nort]-!  enierudl  and  .iccording  to  ids  Grant  apear.^  to  be  the  fourth  Lett 
thare  and  it  huts  easterb"  upon  tlie  North  Riuer  and  westerly  upon  Ccni- 
rnon  [land]  and  is  bounded  Southerly  by  the  Lott  of  John  More  and 
northrirdlv  it  is  l')Ounded  i)y  tlie  Land  fof]  William  Ktrley  Sener  and  it 
Lyeth  for  twenty  acors  be  it  UiOie  or  Less 

William  Kerley,  junior,  came  from  Sudbury,  signing  the 
•Nashaway  covenant  in  1653.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in 
1666,  having  removed  to  ?>Iarlborougl"j ,  where  he  became 
ensign.  He  died  January  4.  16S4.  No  children  are  named 
in  his  vrill,  altliough.  bv  first  wife,  Jane,  he  had  three  datighi- 
ters  :  iMary,  1667;  Sarah,  166S  ;  and  Hannah.  1670.  A 
second  wife,  Anna,  daughter  of  Thomas  King,  survi\  ed 
hina.  He  sold  his  Lancaster  lands  to  Abraham  Joslin,  Jr., 
vv'ho  perisficd  with  liis  wire  and  cliild  in  the  massacre  of 
1676.  In  1693-4,  Henry  Kerley  and  the  Joslin  heirs  trans- 
ferred tlie  "House  lot  of  W'"  Kerley"  to  Thomas  Harris,  a 
butclier  from  Boston,  whr*  had  married  the  wido^v  Rebecca 
Crocker,  or  "Croakham,"  Abraham  Joslin's  sister.  Thomas 
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Harris  in  16S2  liacl  bouglil  the  Innds  of  John  Ball,  wlio  ^A-as 
killed  ill  tli'j  inassac]"e.  Ball's  lands  are  not  described  in 
the  Book  of  Lands,  although  he  was  one  of  the  first  inhab- 
itants. Harris  died  169$.  xVbraluini  Joslin  also  sold  Mfty 
acres  to  Nathaniel  Robinson,  with  a  proprietor's  light. 
Natlianiei  Hapgood  possessed  binds  at  Bare  Hill  and  else- 
where, laid  ovit  to  the  right  of  Vv'^illiam  Kerlev,  junior. 

TME  LANDS  OF  JOHN  MORE 

his  Jiaiise  Lo!t  The  house  Lott  of  John  Afore  Lyeth  on  the  west  side 
of  tlie  North  Riuer  and  on  the  east  side  of  tlie  highway  or  Strt-et  that 
Runs  betwcn  the  two  Ranges  of  Lotts  tliat  are  Laid  out  in  the  South  end 
of  the  town  being  called  tlie  first  Lott  from  tlie  Lott  of  John  Pre^-.cutts  in 
the  Records  of  Grants  in  the  old  town  book  and  it  Lyes  boundivd  South 
by  a  highway  that  Runs  betwen  tlie  Lott  of  John  prescutt  Called  the  Ry 
field  and  it  and  bounded  north  by  Gipson  hill  aiid  buting  e;vsL  upon  the 
Common  and  west  upon  the  Street  or  high.way  Riming  betwen  the  two 
Ranges  of  Lotts  his  Lott  1)l  1  r.g  ftjim  score  Rods  in  Lengtii  and  fourty  Rods 
wide  Lying  for  twenty  aco'-s  be  it  more  or  Less — 

///.T  cv.t.-.niail  Lott  Llis  enteruai!  Lott  Lying  in  the  north  enterriail 
being  Called  tlie  fifth  Loct  \\\  the  Records  of  Grants  in  the  old  towai  Book 
and  it  L\-es  bounded  nosth  by  the  Lott  of  William  Kerley  Juner  and  south 
b}'  the  Loit  of  Joim  Roj)ur  bviling  east  upon  the  North  Joiner  aiid  west 
upon  the  upland  being  twenty  Rods  wide  and  Eight  Score  Rods  in  Lengih 
it  Lyirig  for  twenty  aeons  be  it  more  or  Less. 

By  a  deed  dated  ^[arch  25,  1682,  "John  r^loore  of  Sud- 
bury sometime  of  Lancaster '*  transferred  to  D;mlel  Hud- 
son "All  his  House  lot  in  tlie  sd  Lancaster  upon  \\  h.  he  the 
said  John  More  built  a  House  &  for  some  time  Lived,  Ly- 
ing betweene  (jibsons  Hill,  &  John  Prescot  his  R\'e  lield, 
&  is  bounded  soiUherly  by  a  Highwav  "  .  ,  .  .  =  reserving 
" acre  in  some  place  neer  tiie  higluvay,  as  ab^o  l^iberty 
lor  tlie  occupiers  of  Jolm  Ropers  house  tor  ever  tree  liberty 
to  fetcli  water  from,  the  Brook  tluit  runs  on  th.e  Lot  ricor  the 
west  end.'"  Daniel  Hudson  being  slain  bv  the  Bidians, 
September  11.  1697  ,  his  son  Nat'naniel  possessed  the  ?vI(vore 
lot.  but  removing  to  r>i]lerica.  sold  it  to  John  Buss  of  Con- 
cord, a  tailor,  for  400  pounds,  June  1,  1709.     iNLirch  25, 
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1719,  Jolin  and  Hazadiali  ^'^oore  transfer  to  John  Buss  the 
reserved  one-fourth  ac:rc  above  named,  describing  it  as  *'on 
th.e  noriii  side  of  a  Higliwa}-  w''  iies  between  it  and  a  Lott 
nov  beionging  to  the  Reverend  Mr  Jolm  Prentice  .  .  .  .  . 
Something  in  a  squa.re  form,  in  south  east  corner  of  sd  lott, 
bounded  sonth  by  sd  Highway,  east  by  land  that  was  called 
stated  Commcn,  North  &  west  by  part  of  sd  lott.''  Samuel 
Locke  became  the  next  owner,  purchasing  of  the  second 
John  Buss  in  1742. 

Two  John  jMoores  signed  the  Lancaster  covenant  —  one 
in  1653,  the  other  a  year  later.  But  one,  however,  shared 
in  the  first  allotments,  if  we  may  trust  the  Book  of  Lands. 
JohiU  IMoore  of  vSudbiny,  iri  his  will  pi-oved  in  1674,  leaves 
to  liis  son  Jolm  of  Laiicasler,  "five  shillings  and  no  more, 
for  I  h.ave  gi\-en  hirn  his  portion  formerl}'.''  This  John 
married  in  Sudbury,  November  16.  1654,  Ann,  daughter 
of  John  Smith.  Their  children  born  in  Lancaster  v\'ere 
Mary,  1655:  Elizabeth,  1657;  Lidia,  1660;  John,  1662  ; 
Joseph,  1664:  Ann,  1666;  Jonathan,  1669:  and.  Maria. 
The  same  date,  10.. i.'^;  1670-1,  marks  the  birth  of  Maria 
and  the  deatli  of  the  mother,  Ann.  John  Moore  became 
Ensign,  and  died  in  1702,  leaving  a  widosy  Mary.  He  re- 
nioved  Irom  his  tlrst  home  and  built  upon  Wataquadock 
about  1665,  for  in  that  year,  in  an  excliange  of  lands  with 
.Ralph  Ilouglitori,  he  mentions  ''my  new  dwelling  house  at 
Wataquadoke."  John  Moore,  junior,  wds  delegate  to  Gen- 
eral Court  frona  Lancaster,  in  1689.  His  sons  John  and 
JoTiathan  lived  to  ripe  old  age  upon  the  paternal  acres, 
south  of  Wataquadock. 

THE  LANDS  OF  THOMAS  SAWYER 
/)o.nse  Ij?tt  his  house  Lott  Lyeth  on  the  east  side  of  the  Street  or 
hijihway  that  Rur.s  hctuen  the  two  Rancres  ot  Lotts  on  the  south  end  of 
the  town  bounded  west  by  the  Street  or  highway  and  east  by  the  Connnor. 
that  Lies  betwen  the  enteruail  and  it  bounded  south  hs  the  Lott  of  Jacob 
fLirrah  and  nf)rih  by  the  Lott  of  John  I'rescutt  called  the  Rie  held  tins 
lott  l;eing  Eightie  Rod;  in  Length  and  fourty  Rods  wide  and  Lyeth  for 
twenty  acors  be  it  more  or  Less 
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his  enfrjuail  ImH  His  enterual  Lott  Lyes  in  a  peace  of  entei"uail  tliat 
Lies  on  tlic  west  side  of  Nosh:i\vay  Riuer  boinuied  northward  by  llie 
highwa}'  that  Goes  to  Wataquadok  and  sou{]\  by  sum  part  of  the  cntcruail 
Lott  of  John  r..i-csi^'.tts  and  cast  and  south  cast  by  the  Riuer  and  west 
it  i)uts  with  an  an^;le  upon  ti.e  Common  or  pine  hill  acording  to  the  Rec- 
ords of  Grants  in  tliC  ohi  town  book  it  was  fu'st  Laud  out  for  twesity  acors 
but  upon  trial  by  exact  nieashur  it  was  lound  to  want  five  acors  which  the 
town  Granted  to  be  made  up  twenty  and  it  was  Conlirmed.  by  tlie  Com- 
mittee and  is  made  up  with  and  by  a  peice  of  cnteruaii  that  Lies  up  Nash- 
away  Riuer  

Thomas  vSawyer  was  a  blacksmith,  of  Rowley,  1643. 
He  camiC  to  Lancaster  in  1647,  and  m.arried  Marv  Prescott, 
by  whom  he  had  children  :  Thomas,  1649  ;  Ephraim,  165  r  ; 
Mary,  1653:  Joshua,  i(">S5  ;  Jam.es,  1657:  Caleb,  1659: 
John,  1661  :  Elizabeth,  1663;  Nathaniel,  1670.  Over  his 
grave  in  the  old  }'ard  the  headstone  records  that  he  died 
Sept.  12,  1706,  aged  about  ninety  years.  Thomas,  iiinior, 
who  seems  to  have  inlierited  a  share  of  his  grandfatlier 
John  Prescott's  energy  and  capacity,  established  the  second 
saw-mill  in  Lancaster  before  1700,  npon  Deans,  now  GoC'd- 
ridge,  Brook,  at  the  dam.  near  the  Deer's  Morns  school-house. 
Upon  tlie  Sawyer  house  lot  novv^-  stand  the  church  and  sev- 
eral dwellings  of  the  Seventh  Day  xAdventist  Society.  Tb.e 
venerable  Mrs.  Sally  (Savv-yer)  Case,  a  direct  descendant 
of  Thomas  Sawyer,  lives  very  near  the  original  house  site. 
An  ancient  dwelling,  v/ith  stone  chimne}'s,  was  torn  away, 
just  in  tlie  rear  of  the  present  house,  when  it  was  built,  in 
I  Si  2.  June  iS,  1701,  Saw\'er  transferred  half  of  this  house 
lot  to  his  voungest  son,  Nathaniel,  it  being  described  as  die 
"  soutli  side  of  the  Lott  bounded  north  by  rest  of  loit  & 
south  by  a  narrow^  Lane  or  v/ay  lying  betwixt  it  and  the  lot 
of  Jacob  ff^irer  &  it  butts  east  &  west  on  highwavs.''  Jane 
14,  1706,  lie  transt'ers  the  above  described  intervale  to 
Nathaniel,  stating  its  southern  bound  to  be  upon  "some 
intervale  land  in  tlie  possession  of  Thomas  Sawyer,  Jun. 
&  known  by  V'  name  of  Johns  Jump  about  15  acres."  At 
the  same  date  he  gives  eight  acres  of  the  northern  half  of 
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his  house  lot  to  his  oldest  son,  Thomas,  "  he  havii)!,^  sold  2 
acres  before  "  to  him.  This  last  is  the  farin  lately  ovs'ned  by 
L.  G.  Ciiley. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JAC0I3  FAKRAH 

house  Lofi  The  bouse  Lotl  of  Jacob  f.irrah  upon  wiiich  his  house 
stands  Lying  South  from  the  North  Riuer  and  west  from  Nashaway  Riuer 
in  a  Rang  of  Lotts  on  the  east  side  of  the  Street  or  highway  that  Lyes 
betwen  two  Ranges  of  Letts  buting  west  upon  that  Street  or  highway  aiid 
east  upon  the  Common  that  Lies  towards  Johns  Jump  a  place  so  called 
bounding  north  by  the  Lotl  of  thomas  Sawyer  and  South  by  the  Commons 
where  thare  was  a  Lott  suni  time  Laid  out  to  John  Rigbe  a  Liltel  l]rook 
Runing  cros  the  west  end  of  it  near  to  the  end,  and  a  highway  of  a  Rod 
wide  L,ying  bv.twen  tlie  Lott  of  Thomas  Sawyer  and  it  which  Lott  being 
fower  .vcore  Rods  in  Length  and  fourty  Rods  v/idc  ondly  upon  his  Request 
for  a  Conuenient  place  to  build  a  house  the  Square  of  his  Lott  was  altered 
and  the  South  west  corner  Fn-ups  out  twenty  Rods  further  and  the  South 
east  corner  so  much  in  which  Lott  Lyeth  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or 
Less . 

his  entcru'iil  Loti  The  entcruail  Lott  of  Jacob  farrah  Lyeth.  on  the 
east  side  of  Nasliaw^ay  Riuer  by  which  Riuer  it  is  wholley  Bounded  ori  the 
west  side  and  on  th.e  east  side  at  the  east  end  it  is  bounded  by  sum  me;Hi- 
o\-.'  called  the  frog  holes  and  so  downward  by  the  pine  plain  buting  5iouth 
by  a  Swamp  called  pins  Swamp  and  north  by  John  [Ruggs]  Lott  one 
high.wa}-  Coiiig  threw  it  two  ways  the  bay  [road]  and  another  highway 
Goes  down  the  enieruail  to  tlie  meadows  both  of  thems  being  two  Rods 
and  half  wade  either  of  ihern  so  much  of  which  Lott  is  his  own  Lott  of 
enteruail  Granted  lum  by  the  town  and  was  laid  out  to  him  for  twenty 
acors  

Tiie  "higliwa}'  of  a  rod  wide"  above  stated  as  the  north 
bound  of  Farrar's  land  is  the  east  and  west  street,  Iviiown 
as  the  Narrovv  Lane,  on  w^hich  the  Seventh  IJay  Adveiitist 
meeting-house  stands.  Near  an  'unfailing  spring  beside 
Roper's  Brook  there  w^as  visible,  many  years  ago,  a  de- 
pression inarking  a  half  tilled  eel  bar  ;  and  various  relics  of 
a  residence  were  there  frequently  ploughed  up,  but  no  one 
could  remember  even  a  tradition  of  a  house  standing  there, 
or  of  its  ownership.  Possibly  this  rnay  have  been  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Farrar  liOme,  though  the  extension  of  the  soutli- 
west  corner  v/ould.  ratlier  indicate  a  site  on  the  lii.oh  o-ro)ind 


ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


opposite  of  Jonas  Goss  barn..  The  Farrar  entcrs-ale  \v:is 
just  east  of  the  Atherton  bridge. 

Jacob  P'arrar  came  to  Lancaster  with  an  older  'orcsther 
Jolm,  in  1653,  horn  Vv'^'ob urn.  John  returned  thither,  trans- 
ferring liis  hind  allotments  to  Jacob,  who  prepared  a  home 
for  iiis  family  left  behind  him  in  Ivancasiiire,  Enod.and. 
His  wife  Ann  with  four  children — Jacob,  John,  Henry  and 
Mary — joined  him  in  165S,  bringing  16.S  pounds  7  sliil- 
lings  additional  estate.  Two  of  the  sons,  Jacob  and  Henry, 
were  slain  by  tlie  Indians  in  1675  '^^■^^  1676,  trie  Ibrnier 
leaving  a  wife  Mary  (Hayward)  and  lour  son.s  —  Jacob, 
George,  John  and  Henry.  John,  another  son,  died  Nov. 
3,  1669,  leaving  two  children,  Mary  and  John,  and  wife 
IMary  (Hillard).  In  his  inventory  is  the  item.  Timber 
prepared  for  a  house."  After  the  massacre,  Jacob  Farrar, 
with  his  wife  and  daughter  Mary,  who  had  married  John 
Houghton,  junior,  in  1672,  fled  to  his  relatives  in  Woburn, 
v/here  he  died  Aug.  14,  1677.  The  name  Farrar  verj^  sel- 
dom appsears  thereat'ter  in  Lancaster.  Tlie  widov/  Ann 
niarried  John  Sears  of  Woburn  in  1680.  In  tlie  old  bur- 
ial ground  is  a  venei'able  headstone  inscribed,  ''Anna 
Sers,"  which,  perhaps,  marks  her  grave.  John  Houghton 
purchased  ail  the  Farrar  lands,  A.  D.  1700. 

THE  LANDS  OF  RICHARD  WHEELER 

/iJ7/se  Loit  first  he  hath  his  house  Lott  whereon  he  briilt  nenr  unto 
danes  Brook  bounded  southerly  by  the  Lott  of  John  Houghton  and  parti)' 
by  tlie  Connnon  and  liorthardly  by  tlie  Stated  Common  and  easterly  and 
westerly  it  buts  u|;on  ilie  Stated  Common  Lying  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more 
or  less  togetlier  with  suni  small  additions  one  adioyning  to  it  and  another 
Lying  near  J'ohns  Jump  — 

Ent email L-ott  More  he  hath  twenty  acors  of  enteruail  laid  being  his 
enleruail  Lott  in  the  first  deuision  Lying  on  the  east  side  of  Nashaway 
Riuer  lying  in  two  peices  bounded  westwardly  by  the  Riuer  and  easterly 
by  the  upland  and  buts  Soutiierly  upon  surn  enteruail  of  thomas  Sawyer 
and  northardly  upon  the  upland  and  Riuer  meeting  — 

Wheeler's  liome  lot  must  have  been  partly  included  in 
the  estate  of  the  late  Sally  Flagg.    One  portion  of  his  in.- 
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tervale  is  inenlioned  more  than  once  in  early  records  as 
Abrajii's  Hole.  Old  residents  sometimes  used  this  name, 
applying  it  to  a  deep  place  in  the  river,  near  tlie  Scar  now 
called  Emerson's  Bank.  It  seems  to  be,  liovvever,  a  chance 
survival  of  the  disused  pro\  incial  English  term  Jioll,  mean- 
ing a  small  area  of  ground  siuiken  below  its  surroundings. 
Ahra/u^s  Hole  is  ci  depressed  and  hill-girt  meadow  seen 
across  the  river  east  from  the  north  extremity  of  High 
street,  in  Clinton.  Richard  Wheeler  came  here  from  Med- 
field.  He  married  John  Prescott's  daughter  Sarah,  Aug. 
2,  165S,  and  had  children  born  in  Lancaster  :  Jacob,  i66'i^  ; 
Zebediah,  i6dj  ;  Sarah,  1666;  Elizabeth,  1669 ;  Samuel, 
1671.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in  1669,  and  was  killed  hy 
the  Indians  in  1676.  His  widow  niarried  Joseph  Rice  of 
Marlborough.  Samuel  went  as  a  soldier  in  the  Canada 
expedition,  and  died  1691.  David  and  Hezekiah  Whit- 
comb  came  into  possession  of  W'heeler's  riglits. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  HOUGHTON 

his  Jioiisc  Lotf  bis  house  Lett  where  upon  h.e  liath  built  and  [ihinted 
Lycth  on  the  north,  side  of  Deans  l^rook  bounded  Soutlierly  by  the  said 
Brook  and  northeiiy  by  the  Lott  of  Richard  \V' heeler  and  easterly  it  buts 
upon  the  mill  path  and  westerly  it  bnts  upon  sum  Land  of  his  own,  that  is 
part  of  his  second  deuision  and  it  Lyeth  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or 
Less. 

his  oiteniail  l.ofi  His  enteruail  Lott  [is]  on  the  east  side  of  Penieook 
Riuer  and  is  bounded  westerly  and  norwest  by  the  said  Riuer  and  it  is 
bounded  easterly  by  the  enteruail  Swamp  a  hi;;h\vay  of  two  Rods  and  half 
Runs  through  it  to  Go  to  the  meadows  and  to  Groten  and  that  part  of  it 
that  Lyeth  on  tlie  east  side  the  path  buts  southerly  by  sum  Lai-d  of  Jarnes 
buller  and  northerly  it  buts  upon  a  high  way  that  Goes  into  Gor.dman 
Wateres  Littel  Round  Meadow  that  Way  Lying  betwen  it  and  sum  Land 
of  John  More  now  in  the  possession  of  Jeremiah  Rogers  and  tlic  'Uher 
part  of  it  th.at  Lyeth  on  the  west  side  the  path  is  bounded  soutiierly  L>y 
sum  enteruail  Land  of  Goodman  Wateres  Rujiiug  with  a  Corner  uj)  into 
tlie  bent  of  the  Riuer  and  it  buts  northanily  with  an  angle  upon  Cioodman 
White  his  feild  so  called  both  percels  of  enteruail  Lyeth  for  his  Lott  and 
for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or  Less. 


John  Hcugliton  came  from  Enghmd  in  the  Abigail,  1635, 
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being  tbeii  a  mere  boy.  A  rude  slate  stone  in  the  old  yard 
records  liis  deatli  April  29,  1684.  Flis  wife's  name  was 
Beatrix.  AltUougii  he  signv'd  the  covenant  in  1653,  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  caine  here  to  reside  for  several  years,  as  the 
records  of  his  children's  births  are  not  foimd  as  of  J.an cas- 
ter until  that  of  I^eatrix,  in  16O5.  In  his  will  he  mentions 
his  "seven  children."  They  were  John,  born  about  1650; 
Robert,  1658 ;  Jonas  ;  ?^iary  ;  Beatrix,  1665;  Beniamin, 
1668  ;  Sarah,  1672.  Durintr  the  desertion  of  the  town  the 
family  souo-ht  refijvre  hi  Charlestown.  At  the  re-settlement 
the  sons  established  new  homes  east  of  the  river,  upon 
Bridecake  Plain,  now  known  as  the  Old  Common.  The 
intrusion  of  so  ianciful  a  baptismal  name  as  Beatrix  among 
the  otherwise  rigidly  scriptural  designations  of  the  family, 
denotes,  perhaps,  an  imaginative  tendency  in  some  mem- 
ber of  it,  rsnd  tliis  found  freer  scope  in  the  naming  of  real 
estate  acquired.  Thus  we  find  in  John.  Houghton's  various 
parcels  of  land,  "  Pvosemary  meadow,"  "  Blorse  swamp," 
Houghton's  park,"  "  Cranbeiiy  meadow,"  ''The  meadow 
of  the  three  fountains,"  ''Job's  corner  conveniency,''  and 
'■'Tobacco  pipe  meadow."  The  daughter  Beatrix  mnrricd 
JoiUi  Pope,  Sept.  20,  1683.  The  oldest  son,  jhihn,  became 
the  most  promincn.t  citizen  of  Lancaster  in  his  day,  for 
many  years  serving  in  various  town  otiices,  and  as  repre- 
sentative, and  justice. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JONAS  FAIRBANKE 

Azs  house  Lotf  The  house  Lott  of  Jonas  fairbanke  Lyeth  on  the  west 
Side  the  Street  or  highv/ay  that  Lyetl)  Lctvven  two  Ranges  of  Letts  in  liic 
South  end  of  the  town  buting  east  upon  that  highwa}  or  Strt-et  anti  il 
buteth  west  upon  a  hill  Called  George  hill  and  it  is  bounded  South  by  tin: 
Comnion  and  north,  by  the  Lott  of  Joiiu  Prescuti.  this  Lott  being  eiglily 
Rods  In  Length  and  fourty  Rods  wide  Lyeth  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more 
or  Less  — 

his  enteniail  Lott  IHs  enteruail  Lott  Lyeth  on  the  east  side  of  Peni- 
cook  Riucr  below  the  CoDVJiou  feikl  bounded  south  by  the  Lott  of  Jacob 
farrah  which  came  to  him  by  the  acount  of  his  broth.er  John  farrah  and 
north  it,  is  bounded  by  a  Lott  which  is  since  Granted  to  Danie'  Gains  it 
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huts  East  upon  a  peice  of  Swainpie  brushie  enteruail  the  higlnvav  Crosinf^ 
that  end  of  it  and  it  burs  west  upon  Pcnicook  Riuer  which  Loit  is  Laid 
out  to  him  for  twenty  acors  be  it  more  or  L'^ss  — 

Jonas  Fairbarik  came  from  the  saiiie  English  township  as 
the  Prescott.?.  btniig  the  son  of  Jonathan  Fairl)ank,  wlio 
settled  in  Dedhiam.  Mis  marriage  to  Lydia,  daughter  of 
John  Prescott,  28.. 3""'.  1658,  is  the  iirst  recorded  in  J^an- 
caster.  lie  liad  seven  children:  Mary,  1659;  Joshua, 
1661;  Grace,  1663;  Jonathan,  1666:  H.'izadiah,  1668; 
Jabez,  1670;  Jonas,  1673.  He,  witli  his  son  Joshua,  were 
killed  by  the  Indians.  Feb.  10,  1676,  paid  his  widow  mar- 
ried Elias  Barron  of  "Watertown,  afterwards  of  Groton  and 
Eancastei'.  Fairl^ank's  hoine  was  upon  the  farm  now 
owned  bv  Jonas  Goss.  By  later  allotments  he  acquired 
lands  soutlrward,  includincr  much  of  the  farm  now  belonp-- 
ing  to  George  A.  Parker.  Certain,  items  in  his  iu\'entory 
indicate  that  he  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  His  house  lot 
had  originally  belonged  to  George  Axlams,  whose  right  fell 
to  the  town  through  ]}is  inaction  and  absence.  Of  Fair- 
bank's  sons,  Jonathan  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1697  ; 
Jonas  removed  to  \Vaterto\\"n  ;  Jabez  j'etained  the  patern<il 
estate,  attained  prominence  in  town  ailairs,  and  as  a  lieu- 
tenant, gained  some  reputation  in  tlie  Indian  w^ar.  In 
the  year  1700  he  had  lands  laid  out  to  him,  "on  both  sides  of 
danes  Brook  abou^"-  Thomas  Sawyers  Sawmill."  This  site 
became  the  home  of  the  Fairbanks,  an.d  so  remained  for  a 
hundred  years  or  more.  George  W.  Howard  now  owns 
their  homestead- 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  RIGBE 

/iouse  Lntt  TliC  house  Lott  of  John  Rigbe  Lyeth  on  the  East  Side  the 
highway  or  Street  that  Lyeib  between  two  Ranges  of  Lotts  in  the  Soutli 
end  of  the  town  bnting  wt  st  upon  that  high  way  and  east  upon  the  higii 
way  that  Goes  to  the  South  meadow  bounded  south  by  the  Common  wiiich 
he  hath  now  taken  ten  acors  of  it  for  part  of  his  Second  deuisi^<n  and 
bounded  nortii  by  t'le  house  Lott  of  Jacob  farrah  where  he  now  uwclleth, 
tliis  Lott  is  Ijid  out  {c,r  ten  acors  and  is  Eiglity  Rods  Long  and  lv.-ei.>ty 
Rods  wide  and  Lyeth  for  half  a  home  Lott  be  it  more  or  Less  — 
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His  enicriiail  Loft  His  enteruail  LoU  Lyeth  on  the  east  side  penicook 
lliuei"  a  Littel  bclcw  v.hare  the  North  Riuer  and  Nasliaway  Riuer  mceteili 
bating  west  upon  the  Riucr  and  east  jxirtly  upon  the  uphmd  and  part  ui-on 
th.e  Slill  Riuer  the  Still  Riiicr  Riming  duwn  through  pan  of  ii  Ijouiided 
Soui.li  b}  the  Roll  oi'  ixiehard  Suiiih  nuw  in  the  possession  of  Maior  Simon 
Wiliard  and  bounded  nortli  by  tlie  Lott  of  Philh"p  Knight  now  iii  the  pos- 
session of  thomas  Wilder  tliis  Lott  being  Laid  out  to  him  for  ten  acors 
be  it  more  or  Less  — 

Tiie  marriage  of  Jolm  Rigby  and  Elizabcih  ,  in 

Lancaster,  August  30,  1662.  is  daly  recorded.  Rigby  was 
probably  of  Dorchester,  son  of  John.  He  stn-vived  tlie 
massacre  of  1676,  bat  thenceforward  dis:if>pears  from  Lan- 
caster records.  The  family  name  clings  to  an  old  highway 
between  Clinton  aiid  the  Deer's  Horns  district,  and  a  little 
brook  long  bore  the  same  name,  lor  reasons  not  discovered. 
In  171 5,  James  Wilder  sold  to  jabez  Fairbank.  lands  once 
Rigb3''s.  Ills  first  house  lot  is  perhaps  mostly  included  in 
the  estate  of  the  late  Stedman  Nourse.  Near  Roper's 
Brook  thereon  is  a  hollow  marking  an  old  cellar,  close  to 
\Nhich,  lit'ty  jxars  ago,  were  tlie  decaying  trunks  of  two 
huge  apple  trees  —  perhaps  relics  of  the  Rigb}'  hotne. 

THE  CFIURCH  LANDS  RECORDED 

ih&  olieritail  for  as  much  as  in  the  begining  of  this  plantation  of 
Lancaster  the  men  apoynted  by  the  General  Court  to  Sett  forward  and 
to  order  and  dispose  of  the  affairs  of  this  plantation  and  amongst  th.e 
Rest  of  thair  fundinieutali  orders  wliich  are  upon  Record  in  the  oid  town 
book  and  also  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of  orders  thare  is  an  act  Stating  of 
thiity  acres  of  upland  and  fourty  acres  of  enteruail  but  ujxm  seucral  Con- 
siderations the  town  not  well  waying  that  former  act  haue  nescsitated 
disposing  of  the  Greatest  part  of  the  enteruail  Lamd  so  as  that  thare  is 
none  left  for  tlie  use  aforesaid  but  a  little  peice  by  master  Rowlandsons 
bouse  about  four  acres  which  Lyeth  bounded  northardly  b\'  the  lirook  and 
part  by  master  Rowlandsons  fence  and  Southerly  by  the  pine  lull  that  is 
Laid  out  for  Church  Land  and  easterly  it  buts  upon  a  hill  of  Ui.>l;'nd  of 
master  Rowlandsons  and  westerly  it  buts  upon  the  meadow  at  Gipson 
hill  :— 

ihe  upland  the  thirty  acres  of  upland  is  Laid  out  Southerly  from  the 
enteruail  and  is  bounded  northerly  by  the  said  enteruail  atid  b\'  sum  Land 
of  master  KovvlaiKison  and  Southerly  by  the  Stated  Con-mion  one  Corner 
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mark  being  a  pine  tree  b)'  the  enteiuaii  hill  Gate  and  another  in  a  Lill'c 
Swarnp  and  £a.->iei'jy  it  is  bounded  by  Goo-dinan  Prescatts  and  Goodman 
Sawyers  fence  and  westerly  it  is  bcrjnded  by  the  Stated  Common  and  is 
laid  out  for  thirt}'  aeoi's  be  it  tiiore  or  Less  by  Jacob  firrah  and  Kaiph 
Houghton  : — 

the  mearimv  The  inendow  Laid  out  by  the  four  men  apoynted  and  \m~ 
powered  to  La\  oat  tiie  nrst  dcuision  of  weadows  on  tii>:;  ea-,i  side  of  ilic 
hernp  Swamp  and  Lyeth  boimded  easterly  by  sum  pine  Land  of  Ralph 
Houghton  and  westerly  by  sum  brushie  enteruail  Land  of  li^dward  Lh  ick 
aad  thoirias  Joslir-  imd  Ralph  Hougliton  which  is  there  for  Conueniancie 
and  it  buts  northerly  upon  a  swamp  of  the  said  Ralph  HougiUons  and 
southerly  upon  a  piuc  hill. 

Recorded  this  15:  March  1669/70:  by  me  Ralph  Holgh'd^^x 


THF:  LANDS  OF  THOMAS  WILDPIR 

Jtis  Jioiisc  Loft  his  house  Lott  p'''  wh.erof  is  situate  Lying  and  being 
within  a  Certain  tract  of  Land  Strited  b\'  the  town  for  a  Common  it  being 
al!o'.\ed  by  tiie  town  at  the  same  time  the  Common  was  Stnted  Lving  near 
to  the  Walnutt  Swamp  and  Red  Spring  upon  the  Riuer  a  Littel  below  both 
bating  east  upon  the  Noi  th  Riuer  and  ^vest  upon  the  Common  and  also 
bounded  South  and  north  by  the  Comm.on  there  beitig  Seuenteen  acors 
Laid  out  to  him  :  and  tliree  acors  Lying  bounded  east  by  his  enteruail 
at  the  Walnu.tt  .Swamp  whare  he  hath  fenced  and  broh  up  Land  and  we. it 
by  the  Stated  Comanon  buting  north  upon  the  Nortli  Riuei'  and  Rujis  with 
a  Sharpe  angle  coming  to  nothing  at  the  south  end  and  Runing  into  tiie 
Line  of  his  enteruail  both  of  which  percels  of  Land  are  Laid  ou.t  to  him 
for  twenty  acors  be  thay  more  or  Less — 

his  e/itcrua!i  Loit  His  enteruail  Lott  Lying  at  the  Walnutt  Swamp  the 
Gratest  part  of  it  bounded  easterly  by  the  North  Riuer  and  westerbe  b}'  his 
th.ree  acors  of  upland  and  partly  by  tl.e  Stated  Conimon  bulling  northardly 
iipon  the  North  Riuer  and  Southardly  upon  his  Seuenteen  acors  of  u[)htn>d, 
part  of  his  house  Lott  a  highway  Crosing  the  enteruail  tVom  the  neck  to 
the  Commons  at  the  usual  place  where  the  herd  useth  to  pass  oner  tlie 
North  Riuer  the  higiiway  being  iiue  Rods  wide  there  being  sixteen  acors 
and  fourty  Rods  the  Rest  by  wliich  it  is  made  up  twent}' acors  L\  eth  below 
upon  the  Riuer  begining  where  his  Seuenteen  acors  of  upland  ends  and 
so  foloweth  the  Riuer  to  an  elbo  or  bend  in  tlie  Riuer  and  a  Great  r.ii'O 
tree  on  the  Common  on  the  upland  a  Litle  before  Goi 'dman  Joslins  ent(M-- 
uail  corns  in  bounded  easterly  by  the  Riuer  aiid  west  by  the  Stated  Com- 
mon bating  north  upon  his  Seuenteen.  acors  of  'upland  and  Soutfiariy 
upon  that  bent  in  the  Riuer  and  Great  pine  tree  botli  of  which  pereels  ot 
enteruail  is  Laid  out  10  the  said  Goodman  Wilder  for  twenty  acors  be  they 
raor.-^,  or  Less. 
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Thomas  Wilder,  or,  as  he  signed  himself,  "Wyellder," 
never  j-esided  upon  the  above  house  lot,  but  bouiLfhl  of  Jolm 
Tinker  a  house  and  land  half  a  niile  south,  next  to  jvhii 
Prescolt's  Coweta] i  purchase,  then  known  as  the  Xvnighl  lot. 
This  renriaincd  the  Isonie  of  the  Wilders  for  more  th^ui  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  Wilder  was  about  fortjy  years  of 
age  when  he  came  here  from  Charlestown,  in  1659.  He 
had  been  adnnitted  to  the  church  there  in  1640,  and  was 
made  freeman  in  1641,  Upon  his  arrival  in  Lancaster  lie 
was  id  once  insialled  In  the  position  of  selectman,  vacated 
by  Jolm  Tinker's  removal.  He  died  October  23,  1667. 
The  inventory  of  his  estate  sum.s  405  ])ounds  18  sh.ilhngs. 
I'here  are  named  in  his  will,  his  \vife  Ann,  and  ehiidren 
IMary.  Thomas,  John,  Elizabeth,  N;ith.am"el,  and  Ebenezer. 
None  of  tliese  were  born  in  I^ancaster.  Thomas  and  John, 
at  the  re-settlement  of  tlie  tovvn  established  their  homes  on 
Bridecake  Plain,  novv  known  as  the  Old  Common,  living 
on  the  north  side  of  trie  highway.  Nathaniel  retained  the 
old  homestead,  and  was  there  an  inii-keeper  foi*  nearly 
twenty-tive  years.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
twenty-tu'o  soldiers  bearing  the  iamily  name  Wilder  serveci 
for  Lancaster,  then  including  Sterling,  In  the  year  179S 
there  were  seventeen  landiiolders  in  town  named  Vv'ilder, 
exceeding  the  number  of  Willards,  the  next  most  fret|UL-nt 
patron}'mic,  by  f3ur,  Thomas  Wilder's  daughter  Mary 
married  Daniel  x\lleii,  a  cooper  in  Charlestown,  and  upon 
a  gift  of  forty  acres  of  land  from  her  father,  the}^  came  to 
Lancastei-,  bringitjg  children  born  in  Cliarlestown  and 
Watertown,  but  after  some  years'  residence  here,  returned 
to  Walertowua,  Their  son  Ebenezer  returned  to  Lancas- 
ter, and  his  son  Ebenezer  was  a  man  of  note  here  in  revo- 
lutionary times.  Tlie  Allen  homestepal  is  in  tlie  borders  of 
Clinton,  and  nov.'  oecupied  by  E.  A.  Currier.  ];]eniamin 
Alien,  who  had  ciiiidren  born  in  Lancaster  betore  the  m^as- 
sa.cre,  was  probably  a  brother  of  Daniel.  In  1716.  Tliomas 
Tucker  liad  lauds  under  Thomas  Wilder's  rigfits,  near 
Clamshell  Pond. 
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THE  LANDS  OF  MASTER  JOSEPPi  ROWLANDSON 

/its  a^ttniail  Loit  and  Land  /;/  Lew  of  a  house  Lott  He  n;ilh  iwcDiv 
vSix  acres  of  eutp.ruail  and  also  Thirteen  acies  of  upland  diC  enlorwaii 
Giuen  hirn  in  Lew  of  au  enieruaii  Loti  and  the  upland  in  Lew  of  a  hou^e 
Lott  b\'  the  town  and  it  Lyet'}  togather  all  in  one  peice  as  it  was  Laid  out 
by  Jacob  farrah  and  Ralph  Houghton  in  the  nigiu  py.siurc  wiiuin  ihat 
fence  that  was  formerly  sett  up  by  the  Copartners  bounded  northardlv  by 
the  sd  ni>;ht  pasture  fence  pai-t  of  the  fence  beln^:;  standing  when  ilv-  Land 
was  Laid  oat,  Soutliardly  by  the  North  iliuer  easterly  by  ])enicook  Riuer 
and  westerly  by  the  Lott  of  Richard  Smith  th.en  in  Possession  of  Master 
John  Tinker  and  northeast  by  the  town  higlrway  in  the  night  pasture  the 
whole  Lyeth  for  thirty  xixwc  acors  be  it  more  or  Less.  Recorded  this  :  15  : 
i:rnon:  1669  By  me  RALrn.  P-iouGHTO.\ 

Sufficient  lias  been  said  of  the  oripin  of  the  nacie  niirbt 
pasture,"  in  fonner  pages.  This  land  is  now  divided 
amonQ'  many  owners,  and  cut  in  twain  by  a  highway. 
The  Larger  porUon  is  in  the  farm  of  Ciiarles  J.,.  Wilder. 
In  16S7,  Joseph  RowL'indson,  the  son  of  the  minister,  soh;l 
it  to  Philip  Goss,  merc'hant,  of  Boston,  \vho  died  in  1698. 
John,  the  son  of  Philip  Goss,  sold  it  to  Simon  Stf-ven.s, 
and  he,  May  5,  1727,  transierred  it  to  Captairi  S:imiul 
Willard,  together  with  the  Major  Simon  Vv^illard  home- 
stead adjoining  it  on  the  west.  The  minister's  residence 
was  never  upon  thi^>  land,  but  for  his  convenience  was 
located  quite  near  the  meeting-house,  which  stood  on  tlie 
highest  gronrid  in  tiie  middle  cemetery.  The  Rov/landson 
property  in  that  place  is  not  described  in  the  Book  of  I.>ands, 
but  its  bounds  have  been  discovered  elsewliere.  Jo.seph 
Rov/landson,  junior,  probably  came  back  to  Lancaster  an.d 
rebuilt,  for  January  20,  16S7 ,  calling  himself  of  Lancaster, 
he  deeds  to  Pidlip  Goss  : — 

his  Dwelling  house  in  Lancaster  and  orchard  and  all  y'  Land  about  tiie 
house  as  it  lyeth  boundc-d  Easterly  by  a  strt^et  or  higiiwa)-  and  westerly 
partly  bv  a  brook  and  partly  by  some  niinisceriall  nieadowish  Land  an  i  i:, 
and  i;)Uits  southerly  upc.u  a  little  Hill  by  the  Meeting  House,  n(;rt!!erly 
upon  souio  CoiT)on  Land  according  as  it  is  already  fciict-d  ,  .  .And  ai.--a  other 
peice  of  Land  known  by  name  of  burying  place  fneid,  bounded  X.<rtli- 
erly  by  the  Noitl)  Riuer,  and  southerly  l>y  Jonathan  Prescotts  t.and,  a;-!d 
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it  biits  Westerly  upoa  the  said  street  or  liiglr.vay  and  Easterly  it  huts  upon 
the  Land  of  jotvuhan  i/'rescott  laldng  in  both  upland  and  Iniervalea  high 
wav  ]\iag  through  it  to  tlic  l)nr}ing  phice,  and  also  a  peice  of  Intervale 
kn  :<\va  bv  the  •uime  oi"  K.':rie\-  Intervale  ....  and  als.)  a  house  Lolt  of 
Twenty  acres.  .  .  .upon  which  George  Newby  lines  {jieai-  Walnut 
Si->a)np  \  ....  and  his  meadow  Lett  in  the  first  Division  lying  neer 
Gibsons  Hill  .  .  .  . 

Nov.  22,  i/io,  Philip  and  Judith  Goss  of  Brookiield 
deeded  the  homestead  to  Hooker  Osgood,  a  saddler,  from 
Andover  : 

being  tl^e  place  ^vhere  .Mr  Joseph  Rowlandson  formerly  lined  one  part 
thereof  Iving  on  the  east  side  of  tlie  highwa}  on  which  peice  the  }3arn 
standeth,  It  is  b\-  cstinaatioi!  about  ten  acres  of  upland  and  Intervale  .  . 
.  .  bounded  Vfst  by  the  hi;'/inva)  northerly  by  the  North  Riuer  and  comes 
to  a  Doint  neer  the  n!ev;tin.g  of  th.e:  Riuers,  and  bounded  soutlierly  partly 
bv  y- bur}  ire'  place  and  jxirtly.by  some  Land  now  in  possession  of  Mr 
John  Prentice  ....  Reseruing  liberty  of  conuienient  passa,i;:c  for  tlie 
Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  to  the  l)urying  place,  also  one  Barn  5:  fencing 
standing;  on  y'  Land,  als(j  about  six  acres  more  or  less  lying  on  y*^  west  side 
of  sd  highway  ori  vvd^iich  hind  y^  Dwelling  house  formeti}/  stood  \Ji  vuas 
burned  by  Ifidiiuis ,  J 704]  together  v/ith  all  orcharding  &  fencing  on  sd 
land,  arid  is  bounded  easterly  by  the  highway  towards  the  Bridge  ahd 
westerly  by  a  Brook  and  partly  by  ministers  medow  and  butts  southardly 
on  a  peice  of  ministry  Land  and  northerly  it  comes  neer  to  the  Riuer  by 
the  Bridge  .... 

Thomas  Pvowlandson,  the  father  of  tlie  minister,  must 
have  come  from  Ipswich  to  Lancaster  very  soon  at'ter  his 
son's  settlement,  with  wile  Bridoet,  but  Ids  name  does  not 
appear  among  the  grants  of  lands.  Fie  died  here,  Nov. 
17,  1657,  and  Ids  widow  m.arried  William  Kerley,  senior, 
3i..3Pi  1659.  A  curious  item  in  thi^  inventorv  of  his  estate, 
which  stimmed  113^  9'  9!',  is:  "Old  shop  tools  Drimnihed 
b}' salt  wiuei\  being  Left  at  Ch.arlstown  by  tbie  Sea  Shores, 
a  Long  season,  accounted  at  3-^.'' 

Joseph  Rowlandson,  born  in  England,  was  sole  graduate 
at  Harvard  College  in.  1652,  began  to  preacii  at  Lancaster, 
1654,  and  Vvas  ordcuned  in  1660.  He  married  INLiry.  dangli- 
"ter  of  John  V/hite,  and  had  children  :    ^L■tl■y,  15..1 1..1657. 
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died  20,. II..  1660  ;  Joseph,  7,.i..i66i  ;  Mary,  12.. 6..  1665  ' 
Sarali,  75  Sept.,  i66g.  He  went  to  Wethersfield,  April, 
1677,  as  colleague  of  Reverend  Gersboni  i^nlkeley,  and 
died  suddenly.  Now  3,  167S.  I'lie  son.josepli  died  in 
Wetherstield,  in  17 13. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JAMES  BUTLER 

his  how^c  Lotf  and  enitrvai!  first  he  hath  a  tract  of  T^and  Ix  hig  for 
the  most  jKirt  pine  Land  Laid  out  to  him  to  the  southv.ard  of  the  Cold 
Spring-  whicli  is  Laid  out  to  l^iim  for  134  acors  be  it  more  or  less  so  much 
being  his  due  acording  to  order  and  Grant  of  the  town  to  him  20  acres 
whereof  is  for  a  house  Lott  and  40  acres  in  Lew  of  an  enteruail  Lott,  60 
acors  tor  his  secuivd  deuision  of  upland  and  14  acors  in  Lew  of  !iis  second 
deuision  of  tiitcrunil  and  it  Lyeth  all  together  and  it  buts  easteily  upon  a 
Rokey  bushey  hill  of  Common  upland  and  westerly  it  buts  upon  a  pine 
plain  the  South  west  corner  rnaike  standing  near  to  a  brook  takirig  in  die 
Brook  and  soutfiri  1\- it  is  l)oimded  by  liillie  pine  Land  for  the  most  part 
and  norihardl}-  it  is  bounded  by  pine  Land  and  sum  Rocky  Called  Ratel 
Snake  hill  tire  northeast  Corner  is  near  to  sum  Land  of  Edmon  Parker 

James  Butler,  in  1664,  received  from  Rebecca  Joslin, 
widow  of  Thomas,  certain  Land  east  of  Still  River.  Tlie 
above  lands,  rt^corded  1666.  are  upon  tlie  east  slope  of 
Wataquadock,  and  there  his  son  James  lived  after  the  mas- 
sacre, the  elder  James  Butler  dying  March  19,  1681,  and 
his  widow,  ?>iary,  raarr3dng  John  Hinds. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  HINDS 
John  hinds  hatli  his  t'lirtie  acre  lott  Granted  by  the  town  Lying  one  the 
east  side  of  the  Nashaway  Riuer  in  seueral  places  one  peice  Ikying  to  tlic 
Southeast  of  Ratlesnake  hill  ....  More  he  hath  a  peice  Laid  out  at  the 
head  oi  the  Little  Brook  that  Runs  threw  James  Butlers  Land  near  his 
house  place  ..... 

John  Hinds,  and  Mary,  widovv  of  James  Butler,  were 
married  l"eb.  9,  16S1-2.  Hinds  canie  from  W(^biuai.  r>y 
a  former  wife  he  had  a  son  Jam.es.  and  perhaps  oth.ers. 
B}-  Mary,  in  Lancaster,  he  hod  John,  16S3  ;  Jacob,  Hope- 
still,  Enoch,  Hannali,  Deborah,  and  Experience.  He  re- 
moved to  Brookiiehl,  but  his  son  John  remained  on  the 
homicstead,  southeast  of  Wataquadock. 
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THE  LANDS  OF  JOFIN  WARNER  AND  JOHN  PRIEST 

tJidr  ?. :  "xo :  acre  Loits  Part  whereof  is  Laid  out  acording  to  tov.  n 
Grani  on  the  eastward  side  of  Bare  hill  easterly  it  is  bounded  by  sam 
Coi;imon  undinided  upland  bav]i;f{  towards  Goodnian  Moors  mcado^''  and 
westerly  by  trie  assent  of  bare  hil!  for  tiie  most  part  and  south  aiHi  north 
by  Common  undeuided  upland  and  Lyelh  for  24  acres  be  it  more  or  Less  : 
more  thay  haue  anotlier  peice  Laid  out  for  36  acres  be  it  more  or  Less  on 
wliich  thay  haue  built  bounded  nonherly  by  sum  Land  of  Nathaniel 
Wallis  \^]Volts\  and  on  all  other  sides  by  connmon  undiuided  upland  and 
is  Laid  out  to  them  for  ihcir  two  thirty  acre  Lotts  

John  YVarner  was  from  Wobiini,  where,  hy  wife  Sarah, 
he  had  children:  John,  1684;  Sarali,  16S6.  A  headstone 
in  the  Old  Common  Cemetery  records  the  death  of  Re- 
bekah  AVarner,  .daughter  of  John  and  Sarah,  March  30, 
1718,  aged  20.  Samuel  and  Ebene.zer  V/arner,  taken  into 
the  church  1713-16,  were  sons  of  John. 

John  I'riest  was  also  from  Wobtirn,  where  were  born  his 
children:  Elizabeth,  1679:  John,  16S1  ;  Daniel,  16S6. 
The  homes  of  Warner  and  Priest  were  upon  the  eastern 
slo])e  of  Bare  Hill  in  Harvard,  where  John  Priest  com- 
manded a  garrison  in  1704. 

THE  LANDS  OF  \VILLL\M  lU'DSON 

30  arrf.s  Granted  by  the  toivn  6  acres /or  killhii^  'ivoh'.es  Wiliiani  Hud- 
son hath  his  thirty  acre  Lott  Granted  by  the  Town  Laid  out  on  tin,'  northi 
side  a  Ranc;e  of  Lotts  in  the  south  end  of  the  town  next  to  the  Stated 
Common  twenty  acres  be  it  more  or  Less  bounded  southerly  by  a  Lott 
whear  George  Newbey  Liues  and  no'therly  by  the  Stated  Conimon  and  it 
buts  easterly  upon  a  highway  that  Leades  to  the  Lotts  in  the  north  enter- 
uail  and  to  Walnutt  Swamp  and  westerly  upon  the  Stated  Common  And 
also  Sixteen  acres  be  it  more  or  Less  ten  acres  whearof  is  part  of  his 
thirty  acre  Lott  and  six  acres  due  to  him  b}'  a  town  agrcanient  for  kiMinf^ 
of  woiues  the  whol  sixteen  acres  Laid  out  in  a  plain  that  Lyeth  west  or 
S(^uth  west  from  Walnutt  Suamp  

[Recordet?  i6S7d 

William,  son  of  Daniel  Hudson,  was  born  June  12,  1664, 
in  Lancaster.  In  1690  he  was  prosecuted  tor  bastardy, 
n>ade  a  brilliant  but  unavailing  written  defence,  and  lied, 
so  far  as  the  records  show,  never  to  return.    His  neighbor, 
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George  Newby,  about  the  same  date  was  convicted  of  being 
a.  b'berLiiie,  probably  a  thief,  and  certainly  —  what  was  per- 
haps esteemed  more  unpard(rnab]e  io  chose  daj's  —  a  slan- 
derer of  the  minister,  and  a  despiser  of  the  catechism- 
He,  too,  disappears.  They  Hved  on  George  Hill,  perh^aps 
not  far  from  the  Divoli  place.  Newby  lived  upon  hind  hc- 
longing  to  Joseph  Rowlandson. 

LANDS  OF  JOHN  BUSH  • 

30  a{:r^  G?-a;//  Twent)'  acres  of  upland  formerly  Granted  John  Bu.sh 
by  the  town  is  Laid  out  near  Makaniachekamucks  hill  ....  John  tiush 
halli  n"!ore  ten  acres  of  Land  Giuea  him  by  the  town  Laid  out  in  three 
seneral  places  5  acres  whareof  Lyeth  on  the  east  side  the  plurntrec  mead- 
ows on  both  sides  a  little  brook  Cailed  Bemans  Brook  ....  one  acre 
whearof  is  allowed  for  a  highway  through  his  Land  to  Joshua  A thertons 
House  two  acres  more  or  Less  Lyicig  on  both  sides  a  Liiile  Brook  Called 
Kerie)s  iirook  ....  fower  acres  more  or  Less  Lying  on  tlie  north  v/esr 
side  of  Bare  hill  .... 

[Recorded  16S4  and  1694.] 

Besides  the  town  grant,  Bush  had  lands  given  him  by 
Major  Willard,  which  his  son  John  sold  to  Samuel  V/illard 
and  Benjamin  Bellows,  with  the  above  grant,  in  1710. 
John  Bush,  seitior,  died  Sept.  i,  16SS,  leaviri^{  a  widow, 

Hannahi  (wlio  married  Riitter)  and  two  children-, 

John  an.d  Sarali. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JAMES  FROST 

30  acres  Jus  frrst  Loii  A  discription  of  a  30  acre  Lott  formetly  Laid 
out  to  Nathaniel  Wales  by  uertue  of  a  town  Grant  but  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  James  frost  as  appears  by  a  Later  Grant  of  the  town  to  him  the  sd 
frost  and  also  with  the  Consent  of  Nath"  Hutson  who  had  formerly  had 
a  Grant  of  sd  Lott  by  the  town  but  sence  Resigned  it  up  to  the  town  again 
Laid  out  to  sd  frost  the  most  part  of  it  on  the  east  side  of  bare  hill  bound- 
ed easterly  by  the  Land  of  John  Warner  &  Soutlieriy  by  Conuuon  Rockey 
Land  and  nortlierl}'  by  Common  undiuiclcd  Land  on  the  sd  bare  hill  and 
westerly  by  conamon  Land  tearing  towards  the  meadow  patli  and  is  Laid 
out  for  25  acres :  and  another  peice  of  Swampy  meadowish  Land  .... 
Laid  out  for  tliirty  acres  l^c  thay  more  or  Less  togather  with  30  pounds 
Right  and  estate  on  the  town  Book: — 

[Recorded  1694.] 
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Nathaniel  Wales  was  of  Miltoiio  Jarncs  Frost  was,  per- 
haps, of  Billerica.  As  neither  of  these  i>-rantees  appear 
again  in  land  records,  they  prol)ab]y  abandoned  tlieir 
claims. 

THE  LANDS  OF  J  OS!  AH  WHEELER 

The  Lands  of  Josiah  Wheeler  Granted  him  b}'  liie  town  bein;^  his  30 
acre  Lot!  and  other  deuision  :  there  is  Laid  out  to  the  sd  Josiali  \Vhech.r 
twenty  tliree  acres  of  Iiis  first  Loti  L\-ing  whear  he  first  built  not  far  from 
the  bog  swamp  his  house  Standing  near  the  middle  of  sd  Land  .... 
and  buts  or,  Mailijrough  path  the  east  Line  pari  of  it  Runs  ouer  a  Rockey 
hill  and  takes  in  a  Long  pine  Sv.-amp  at  that  side  and  a  little  aboue  the 
house  the  Line  tarns  with  a  short  Crook  and  so  Runs  rip  to  Marlbrough 
path  tiiis  peice  23  acres  more  he  hath  seuen  acres  Laid  out  upon  the 
brook  that  Runs  from  hog  Swamp  meadows  to  Spectacle  meadow  near 
whare  sd  iirook  Corns  out  of  the  hog  Swamp  meadows  and  Lyeth  mostly 
on  t!\c  north  side  of  t!ie  t'roek  ....  both  peices  is  Laid  out  for  his 
nrU  tliirty  actes  Granted  him  by  the  Town  Read  the  5^'':  of  february 
1699/  10  in  order  to  be  Recortied  ; — 

In  the  cluircli  records,  1710,  "Josiah  Wheeler  and  liis 
wife  fri>m  Concord  church,"  were  admitJed  members  of  the 
Lancaster  ciuirch.  Nahurn  Ward  purchased  ten  pounds 
town  right  of  Josiah  Wheeler,  on  Wataquadock,  about  1718. 

TH]'.  LANDS  OF  JERE.\nAH  WILLSON 

30  iwre  Lott  Granted  by  tJie  tinon  Jeremiah  Willson  hatli  his  30  acre 
Lott  Granted  by  the  town  Laid  out  in  three  |)laces  on  the  east  side  Nash- 
away  Riuer  one  peice  Lying  near  the  Cold  Spring  by  the  Countrey  Road 
bounde«'l  north  by  the  Countrey  high  way  and  South  by  the  Common  Land 
and  west  by  Sum  Land  of  Gamaliel  Beman  acljoyning  to  it  and  east  by 
Sum  Connnon  Land  Left  for  a  Cart  way  to  James  Butlers  Land  whare 
his  house  stood  and  the  said  peice  of  Land  is  Laid  out  for  six  acres 
and  half  be  it  nrore  or  Less  : —  More  he  hath  a  peice  Laid  oui  on  the  hill 
al^oue  that  hcmded  east  by  smn  Land  of  Roger  Sumner  and  west  by 
Common  Land  and  South  by  Common  Rockey  Land  and  north  by  Sum 
Common  Land  liiat  Lyeili  betwixt  ii  and  the  Countrie  highway  and.  Lyetli 
for  fourteen  acres  l)e  it  niore  or  Less  ....  More  he  hath  a  a  peice  of 
Land  Laid  out  on  the  top  of  Wataquadoke  hill  on  the  north  side  the 
Countrie  high.way  to  Marlbrough  buting  South  on  the  sd  v;ay  and  iiortli 
on  sum  Land  of  Natlvaniel  josiin  Joyning  to  his  southwest  Corner  marke 
and  east  and  west  it  is  bounded  by  plain  Common  Land  and  is  Laid  out 
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for  nine  acres  and  half  be  it  more  or  Less:  and  was  Laid  out  by  Jolm 
Lloughton  all  the  sd  three,  peices  of  Land  are  Laid  out  for  his  full  due 
for  his  thirty  acre  Lott  be  ii  more  or  Less  : — 

[Recorded  i6'^o.] 

Jeremiah  Wilson  was  the  son  of  Benjairiin  of  Chaidcs-- 
town.  The  stone  over  his  !^y^iv€:  in  the  Old  Common  biiria] 
ground  tells  us  that  he  died  iMarch  22,  1743,  aged  77  3-ears. 
He  was  an  acti\'e  church  member  at  the  coming  of  Rever- 
end John  Prentice,  and  iiad  sons  Benjamin  and  Nathaniel. 

THE  LANDS  OF  JOHN  MOORE 

A  discription  of  Sum  Land  Laid  out  for  John  Moore  being  part  of  the 
Lott  Granted  for  him  by  the  town  and  Land  belonging  to  it  he  hath  one 
peice  Laid  out  near  tlie  Cartv/ay  lliat  Lyelh  Round  Wataquatocl;  hill  in  rv. 

ash  swamp  .  .  ,   .  .  3  acres  be  it  rriore  or  Less  :  one  peice  of 

Land  Laid  out  to  John  Moore  jjart  of  his  30  acre  Lott  in  a  plain  .... 
six  acres  be  it  niore  or  Less  :  and  also  lie  hath  about  three  quarters  of  an 
acre  Laid  adioyning  to  thair  foj'mer  Land  by  their  house  at  the  place  wiiare 

a  }'ong  orchard  is  planted  Mo'"e  Laid  out  for  sd  John  Moore 

about  50  acres  of  Land  being  part  of  the  Lott  and  Larjds  in  dcuisions  be- 
longing" that  was  Granted  for  him  by  the  town  and  Lyeth  on  tlic  east  side 
of  the  way  to  Marllirough  part  of  it  was  formerly  Laid  out  by  Jnsine  John 
Moore  and  Lyeth  in  one  Intire  peice  and  hounded  westerly  partly  by  sd 

Road  and  partly  by  a  Spruce  Swamp  

[Recorded  170S-9  and  1714-15.] 

THE  30  ACRE  LOTT  GRANTED  TO  JOSEPH  MOORE 

•  A  discription  of  tlic  thirty  acre  Lott  Granted  for  Joseph  .Moore  and 
since  his  Death  sd  Lott  is  acoanted  to  his  brollicr  Jonathan  Moore  6c  is 

Laid  out  to  him  as  folioweth  part  of  said  Lott  is  Laid  oui  near 

to  hog  Swamp  ....  laid  out  for  two  acres  be  it  more  or  less : — more  he 
hath  another  peice  Laid  near  to  it  being  a  long  slip  of  meadowish  Ground 

....  two  acres  be  it  more  or  less  : — more  he  hath  a  peice  of  upland 
laid  out  towards  the  Great  hill  by  hog  swamp  meadow  adjov  ning  to  his 

fo!  mer  Land  tweiue  acres  be  it  more  01  Less  : — more  he  hath  a 

Long  Slip  Lying  betVycn  that  and  h's  house  in  the  edge  of  a  swamp 
bounded  west  by  his  former  Land  ....  fine  acres  be  it  more  or  Less  : 

 ten  acres  formerly  marked  ou.t  hy  Lisinc  Jolm  Moore  .... 

nine  acres  of  the  said  ten  is  Lniil  out  to  the  said  Jonafhan  Moore  to  make 
up  Ms  first  30  acors  and  one  acre  on  the  acount  of  t'le  30  pound  Kl>_ht 
Granted  with  sd  Lott:  

[Recorded  i/cS-o.J 
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John,  Joseph  and  Jonathan  IMoore  were  sons  of  Ensign 
John  ami  Ann  (Sniitli)  Moore.  In  tiie  oldest  Bolton  bm^jal 
place,  east  of  Wataqnadock,  the  headstones  above  the  graves 
of  Joini  and  Jonathan  stale  dial  the  former  died  in  1740, 
aged  79  years,  and  the  latter  in  1741,  aged  74  years.  They 
had  a  garrison  east  of  Wataqnadock  in  1704. 

THE  LANDS  OF  CALEB  SAWYER 

A  discription  of  Sum  Land  Laid  out  for  Caleb  Sawyer  January  14: 
17  r6/  17  He  hath  fsfty  six  acres  and  a  ha)f  of  Land  Laid  out.  in  one  inil'-e 
peice  on  the  easterly  side  of  Bare  hill  whear  the  sd  Caleb  Sawyer  now 
Liuelh  and  is  bounded  southerly  for  a  Considerable  part  of  that  Line  upon. 

a  hi,?;h\vay  and  hath  a  highway  of  fiue  Rods  wide  Lying  tlu-ough 

sd  Land  allowed  for  in  rneashur  sd  way  being  near  90  Rods  in  Length  in 

sd  Land  twenty  six  acres  and  half  is  part  of  his  30  acre  Lott  in 

the  first  deuision  Granted  hini  by  the  town  and  w^as  Laid  out  to  him  for- 
meily  by  Ralph  Houghton  and  is  now  encompased  and  Included  within 
tlu:  Lines  aboue  priscribed  the  whole  Laid  out  for  fifty  six  acres  and  half 
more  or  Less:  the  other  part  of  his  first  deuision  of  his  30  acre  Lolt 
Lyeth  on  the  easteily  side  of  Bare  hill  towards  the  northerly  end  it  being 
a  peice  of  meadow  Ground  called  the  horse  meadow  ..... 

Caleb  Sawyer  was  the  fifth  son  of  Thomas  Sawyer,  and 
grandson  of  John  Prescott,  born  1659. 

SAMUEL  BENNETS  LAND 

Sa;/iud  Bennits  30  acre  Lott  Gra)!f-ui  hi)'fi  by  tJie  loio)!  noiv  Sheafs 
A  discriptioi;  of  the  thirty  acre  Lott  Granted  to  Samuel  Benntt  and  since 
Exchanged  by  him  for  the  thirty  acre  Lott  formerly  Granted  by  the  town 
to  John  Willard  the  said  Lott  Granted  to  Samuel  Bennit  being  now  in  tlse 
possession  of  Williain  Sheaf  of  Charlstown  Laid  out  one  the  west  side 
of  bare  bill  a  Little  distant  from  Joshua  Athertons  meado'.v  and  is  bound- 
ed on  all  sidjs  by  common  undiuided  Land  It  being  Eighty  Rods  Long 
and  Sixty  Rods  wide  :  the  discription  whearof  was  Read  before  the  town 
the  fifth  day  of  february  :  1693  /4  in  order  to  be  recorded  .... 

Samuel  Bennett  was  the  son  of  George,  who  was  the 
grandson  of  Richard  Linton.  George  Bennett  was  slain 
in  JNIonoco's  raid,  Ang.  2?,  1675,  and  left  widow  Lydia  and 
children- — John,  born  1659:  Mary,  1661  ;  Samuel,  1665; 
George,  1669  ;  L^-dia,  1674.    Samuel  owned  Linton's  lands 
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in  the  centre  of  Lancaster.  Samuel  Bennett's  saw-mill , 
^'iip  the  north  river,"  is  mentioned  as  early  as  17 17.  He 
died  1742,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  J^>ennett  sold  his 
Jor.n  VViiiard  lot  to  Joseph  AVaters,  and  it  was  by  him 
transferred  to  Isaac  Hunt. 


JOHN  WILLARDS  LAND 

John  IVillards  Loft  30  ac  res  all  Laid  out  hear  This  day  being  the  first 
of  february  1691  I2  the  town  Confirmed  the  Same  to  Beujmiri  V/illaid 
John  Wilmrds  Lott  now  in  the  possession  of  ikiiimin  Willard  is  Laid  out 
in.  seueral  ])eices  one  part  whareof  Lyeth  betwen  tiie  Lands  of  Henery 
V\'ii!ard  and  Zebadiah  Wheelers  Land  bounded  westerly  by  Henery  Wiil- 
ards  Land  ec  easterly  by  Henery  Willards  &  Zebadiah  Wheelers  Land  and 
southerly  by  sum  of  his  own  Land  Lying  partly  in  a  triangle :  and  he  hath 
another  peice  on  the  south  side  of  Zebndiah  Wheelers  Land  and  v,esterly  it 
buts  upon  Henery  Wil'ards  Land  &  easterly  it  bats  upon  or  near  the  Great 
pond  rneadow  ....  more  he  hath  ten  acres  Lying  near  the  Brook 
meadow  ....  which  makes  up  his  compliment  of  thirty  acres  Granted 
him  by  th.e  town  :    Recorded  this  first  lebruary :  1691  /2 

p  John  Houghton  Recorder 

If  this  land  grant  were  proof  of  residence,  Lancaster 
coidd  perhaps  claim  one  victim,  at  least,  to  the  hideous 
persecutions  for  witclicraft.  What  relationship  this  John 
Willard  bore  to  Benjamin  and  Henry,  whose  lands  bor- 
dered upon  this  grant,  has  not  been  discovered.  But  the  date 
of  the  record  and  the  transfer  to  Benjamin^  favor  the  opin- 
ion that  this  was  tlie  John  Willard  who  had  lived  at  Groton 
and  suflered  death  at  Salem  after  his  attempted  escape  and 
capture  at  Lancaster.  Robert  Calef,  in  More  Wonders 
of  the  Invisible  World,"  tells  us  : 

John  WiUard  had  been  imployed  to  fetch  in  several  that  w^ere  accused  : 
but  taking  dissatisfaction  from  his  being  sent  to  fetch  up  some  that  he  had 
better  thoughts  of,  he  declined  the  Service,  and  presently  after  he  himself 
was  accused  of  the  same  Crime  and  tliat  with  such  vehemency,  that  they 
sent  after  him  to  apprehend  him  ;  he  had  made  his  Escape  us  far  as  ^sJ'ash- 
aii>n^,  about  40  Miles  from  Sa/ew:  yet  tis  said  those  Accusers  did  then 
presently  tell  the  exact  iirne,  saying;  now  li'/flard  is  taken. 


308 


He  was  tried  for  witchcraft,  convicted  upon  tlie  absurd 
statements  of  his  accusers,  and  hung  Aug.  19.  1692.  A 
full  account  of  his  trial  is  given  in  "Groton  in  tiie  Witch- 
Ci-aft  Times,"'  b}'  liie  iionorable  Samuel  A.  Green. 

THE  LAND  OF  CAPT  BOKD.MAN 

Laid  out  for  Capt  nbrdman  one  hundred  Aores  of  Land  being-  Granted 
by  the  town  to  his  Grandiather  Steplien  Day  near  Waschaconib  one  peice 
of  sixty  acres  thareof  Lyeth  upon  a  hill  called  waschacomb  hili  upon  the 
north  side  thareof  ....  the  other  fourty  acres  Lyeth  under  a  Great  hill 
aboue  a  meadow  called  prescutts  meadow  ....  Laid  out  february  the 
4'*^:  1718 

William  Boardman,  the  grandson  of  Steven  Day,  and 
administrator  of  his  estate,  received  the  above  grant  as 
some  recognition  by  the  town  of  the  services  of  one,  ^vll0, 
more  than  any  other  of  the  lirst  proprietors,  save  John 
Prescott,  aided  in  establishing  the  settlement  and  forward- 
ing its  interests.  Steven  Day  of  Cam]:.ridge.  England, 
reached  America  in  163S,  being,  though  a  locksmith  by  trade, 
brought  over  as  a  printer  by  the  Reverend  Jesse  Glover. 
Glover  died  during  tlie  passage,  but  Day,  early  in  1639, 
set  up  tor  tlie  widow  the  first  printing  press  in  Aujerica 
north  of  Mexico,  and  during  that  year  printed  "the  Free- 
mans  Oatli  *'  and  an  almanac,  and  the  next  year,  the  35ook 
of  Psalms."  In  1641  the  General  Court  took  notice  of  his 
enterprise,  as  follows  : 

Stephen  Day,  being  the  first  that  set  upon  printing,  is  granted  300  acres 
where  it  may  bee  convenient  w"'out  preiadice  to  any  town — 

[r\IassaciiusetiS  Records.] 

But  Day  is  soon  found  in  financial  difficulties.  In  1643 
the  court  released  him  from  jail  upon  his  giving  "100^  bond 
for  Ids  appearance  when  he  is  called  for,"  and  in  1644  he 
is  again  under  duress,  sending  from  prison  a  petiti^:>n  for 
rf^lief,  complaining  of  the  harsh  dealing  of  creditors.  In 
1647  he  luul  been  deposed  from  the  management  of  the 
Cambridge  press,  his  son  IMatthew,  first  steward  of  Har- 
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vard  ColIeg!,%  recelviDg  his  place.  Matthew  died  in  i6,|,c;, 
and  Da}'  became  a  joiirneyraan  printer  at  the  }}res<;  lie  had 
set  up,  under  Saiiniel  Green,  wliere  he  remained  until  his 
death,  in  1667.  lie  never  hved  in  Lanca^sier,  ihongh  lultn 
here.  He  ov/ned  two  house  lots,  that  next  Prescott's  Cow- 
dall  purchase  on  the  north,  whJch  he  sold  to  PhiUip  Kn.ii;lil, 
and  the  lot  afterwards  assigned  to  John  Roper,  which  Day 
obtained  of  Solomon  Johmson,  exchanging  for  it  his  three 
hundred  acre  grant,  above  mentioned.  His  land  rights 
here  were  all  vacated  final]}'  by  his  inability  to  improve 
them. 

In  Mas^acluisetts  Archives,  xxx,  134-5,  is  the  t'oilownhig 
petition  of  Steven  Day,  giving  his  own  estimate  of  his 
labors  in  behalf  of  J^ancaster  in  its  infancy  : 

Tc  the  Ho7iourt'd  Gen  era  II  Court  ?iozi'  sitting  at  Boston  : 

The  bumble  Petition  of  Steven  Day:  In  mo.st  humble  wise  sheweth  ; 
That  whereas  yo'"  i^eiition'  was  one  of  tlie  first  vndertakers  for  the  Plant^i- 
tioti  now  called  Lancaster,  &  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Planting  thereof 
at  great  expeiu  es  of  time  estate  with  both  Tclnglish  Indians,  for  the 
gaining  of  a  placid  entertainriient  with  the  one,  helping  on  the  other, 
as  is  well  known  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  place,  as  allso  in  part  to  nry- 
neighbors  who  were  eye  witnej;sts  of  my  continued  burthen,  either  l)y 
being  absent  from  my  ffamily,  which  was  then  moie  considerable  tlian 
(through  Gods  ]'ro\'idence  to  me)  now  it  is :  or  by  entert:dning  both 
English  &  Indians  at  my  own  house  from  day  to  day  f)r  some  jeaies  t<:)- 
gether  :  yet  so  il  hath  banned,  that  although  many  others  haue  increased 
their  estates  *S:  comforts,  by  acquiring  to  themselues  great  AccoiTiodations 
(by  reason  of  divine  Providence  obstructing  mypersonall  residence  there) 
I  haue  failed  of  such  personall  Accofnodations  in  that  place:  And  alter 
all  my  Labo'"  cv:  expence  of  time,  strength  estate,  although  through  (  >ods 
blessing  on  my  endeavo''"  I  haue  a  Tow  n  &  a  Chui'ch  of  God  there  sctled, 
to  behold  as  the  birth  of  my  Labo'^  w  hich  I  esteem  a  greater  Rev^ani  from 
God,  then  my  own  particular  advancement:  yet  cannot  rejo}ee  iP:  any 
Lands  therein  acquired  to  me  or  mine.  xNow  so  ic  is,  tliat  the  Sagamore 
of  that  Plantation  [/i/citt/u-z-.''']  (his  ingenuity  somewhat  exceeding  otiiers 
of  the  barbarou.-^  N.atives.)  remembring  my  former  kindnesses,  haih  by 
Deed  of  Gift  giuen  &  granted  vnto  me  &  my  heires  for  ever,  all  his  Kight 
in  a  certain  Tract  of  Planting  Land,  by  him  there  for  a  long  time  pos- 
sessed : 

My  humble  reqriest  therefore  is  for  this  favo'    That  a  GofTnitee  of  meet 
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persons  appointed  by  this  honoared  Court  may  be  impowered  to  bound 
out  the  said  Land  vnto  me,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  Law  detcrii^in- 
Ing  the  Indians  Riglit :  with  snch  an  addition  of  Meadow  as  nia}'  h;;ppen 
to  fall  wid)in  the  Planting  Lands:  And  that  the  same  ma)'  be  LofMlly 
setled  on  me  &  mine  by  the  Authority  of  this  honoured  Court. 
And  yo''  Petion^  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

Endo/'Scr,iCi:ts  i  The  Coriurhltee  haueing  pused  this  Peticon  :  do 
Judge  meet  that  2  or  3  meet  persons  be  inipowered  to  veiw  &  bound  to  y 
Peticioner,  what  shall  appeare  to  be  granted  him  by  tlie  Indians  according 
to  y^  true  intent  of  y*^  law  setii ng  the  Indians  right,  and  soriie  small 
accomodacion  of  meadow  be  added  thereto  not  exceeding  4c  ace- — 

I  ho.mas  Danfokth 
21  "3 -1667  Edward  Collins 

HfiNRY  Bartholomew 

2.  The  deputyes  doe  not  approue  of  the  returne  of  the  comittee  in 
answer  to  this  petition,  but  doe  Judge  rneete  to  gsaunt  the  pet'  libcrtie  to 
procure  of  the  sd  Indians  by  sale  or  otherwise  to  the  quantitie  of  one 
hundred  &:  fifty  Acors  of  vpian^d,  &  this  Court  doth  also  graunt  to  the  pef 
twenty  Acors  of  meaddow  where  he  can  iind  it  free  from  former  graunts 
ik.  all  w""  refference  to  the  Consent  of  o""  Honored  Magists.  hereto, 
24  -  3  -  1667—    Consented  to  by  y-  niagisf^ 

WiLLL-'.M  Torre V  Ckyk 

Stephen  Day  died  before  the  close  of  the  year  1667. 

The  papers  from  the  case  of  ''Administrator  of  Sieveii 
Days  Estate,  vs  John  Roper,"'  found  in  Middlesex  Court 
Files,  give  some  facts  in  our  local  history  not  set  do\vu  in 
town  records  : 

To  the  Marshall  General  or  his  Deputy  or  to  the  Constable  of  Lancaster 
or  his  Deputy — 

You  are  hereby  required  in  his  Majesties  name  to  attach  the  goods  or 
in  want  thereof  the  person  of  John  Roper  Sen"'  of  Lancaster  and  take 
bond  of  hirn  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  with  sufficient 
surety  or  suretyes  for  his  appearance  att  the  next  County  Court  hoklen  att 
Cambridge  upon  tlie  first  day  of  October  next,  There  and  then  to  answer 
the  complaint  of  Vvihianr  Bordman  of  Cambridge  in  an  action  of  the  case 
for  denying  of  tlie  said  Bordman  full  and  true  possession  of  house  ai.d 
Lands  that  is  att  present  in  the  possession  of  said  Roper  in  the  town  cf 
Lancaster  which  sometime  was  in  the  hands  of  Solomon  Johr.son  Sen- 
now  of  Marlborough  and  after  that  in  the  hand  of  Mr  Stephen  Day  of 
Cambridge  which  house  and  lands  with  the  appurtenances  and  priveledges 
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thereto  belonging  doth  l^y  due  and  true  right  belong  unto  the  srdd  William 
Bordman  with  all  due  Damages  about  tlie  same  and  hereof  you  are  to 
make  a  true  return  under  yo""  iiand  and  not  to  fayle.  Dated  this  26  of 
July  [^67  By  the  Court.    Samukl  Green 

[Eh'if/'rsccf.j 

I  hiave  attached  the  possessions  of  John  Ropper  and  taken  security, 
by  the  consent  of  the  PlaintiS',  his  own  Bond- 

Edward  Mitchell  MarsJiaU 

Verdict.  In  the  case  depending  betweene  William  Bordraan  &  John 
Roper  we  fmd  for  the  defendent.    Costs  of  Court. 

Accoiripanying  above  is  a  copy  of  the  town's  grant  of 
1653,  and  this  certificate  : 

This  may  certify  any  rnan  vnto  whom  these  p'sents  may  com.  that 
about  9  years  ago  Mr  Day  of  Cambridge  laying  claim  to  a  lot  somtimc 
in  tlie  possession  of  Goodman  Johnson  of  Marlborough,  the  Town  was 
willing  he  sliould  possess  prouided  he  would  su!:)scribe  to  tlie  orders  of  the 
Town  v>  hich  he  readily  consented  to,  and  subscribed  his  hand  to  our  Town 
book,  wherin  was  this  Act  of  the  Town  vpon  Record.  That  euery  one 
bound  themselues  to  build,  plant  land  and  inhabit  within  one  whole  year 
after  this  acceptance  of  their  lots  or  els  to  loose  all  their  charges  and  Lots 
and  pay  5''"  to  the  Tov/n,  and  herevnto  Mr  Day  subscribed  his  hand  the 
15*''  I"'  month  1653.  But  lie  neuer  came  to  inhabit,  nor  do  anything  about 
building  or  breaking  Land  vnto  this  day  nor  bear  any  publick  charg,  but 
about  6  or  7  years  ago  goodnmn  Roper  who  somtime  liued  at  Charles- 
town,  desired  to  com  to  liue  among  vs,  and  had  a  liking  to  that  Lot  beirig 
Mr  Day  had  forfeited  it  by  Ids  not  keeping  covenant  w*'^  y''  Town.  Yet 
notv/ithstauding  the  I'own  had  so  much  respect  to  Mr.  Day  that  they 
allowed  him  that  goodman  Roper  should  pay  to  lAx  Day  what  buildings, 
fencing  &c  might  be  worth  which  both  Mr  Day  and  goodman  Roper  con- 
sented vnto.  They  made  choise  of  vs  whose  hands  are  subscribed  to 
jvdg  betwixt  them  what  it  may  be  worth  that  is  to  say  the  building  and 
fenc'.ng  as  aforsaid,  and  it  was  judged  that  goodm.an  Roper  should  pay  15^ 
to  Mr  Day. 

L<nicaster  this  9  :  8  month:  1662.  Witnesses 

John  Pkescott 
Ralph  Houghton 

Sworne  in  Court  i  :  S*'^ :  1667  by  y'^  ptys  subscribed  as  attests 

Thomas  Danforth  Re 


The  lott  in  question  was  that  upon  the  east  end  of  which  the  George  liil!  school- 
house  now  stauds. 


BIRTHS,  MMRIAGES,  AND  DILVTllS 

IN 

LANCASTER  FAMILIES, 
1645- 1700. 

AYELIyOW  and  torn  leaf  from  original  records,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Ralph  Houghton,  was,  in  1S26,  dis- 
covered by  Josiah  P'lagg,  town  clerk,  among  the  papers  of 
Captain  Ilezckiah  Gates,  and  has  been  carefully  preserved. 
It  contains  the  dates  and  names  of  hfty  births  in  Lancaster 
prcvioiLS  to  1666.  The  returns  of  the  two  earliest  clerks 
of  the  writs,  Ralph  Houghton  and  Cyprian  Stevens,  seem, 
however,  to  have  been  regularly  made  to  tlie  Middlesex 
Court,  and  as  found  in  the  Middlesex  Registry,  have  been 
printed  in  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  x\'i,  352-9,  and  xvii,  70.  Ten  years  had  elapsed, 
hovv'ever,  from  tlie  founding  of  the  first  homes  on  the  Nash- 
avvay,  before  Ralph  Houghton  was  made  clei-k  of  tlie 
writs  and  began  his  returns  ;  and  for  dates  previous  to  1656 
he  must  have  relied  upon  fam.ily  memorials  and  individual 
recollectloiis.  Errors  and  omissions  for  that  period  there- 
fore doubticss  exist.  If  records  were  kept  between  1686 
and  1700,  no  trace  of  them  has  been  found.  Tlie  iirst 
bool:.  of  such  records  in  the  town  archives  contains  a  dis- 
orderly mass  of  material,  its  dates  covering  the  eighteentii 
century.  Of  its  three  hundred  and  sixty  pages  one-third 
are  devoted  to  marriage  intentions."  The  death  roll  is 
especially  scant,  having  but  tliree  dates  earlier  than  1718. 
The  birth  records  are  at  ilrst  by  iamiiies,  and  i.n  some  cases 
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may  be  complete  from  1700.  The  book  bears  evident  of 
hoviiig  been  begun  by  John.  Iloughlon,  but  probab]}"  not 
before  17x8,  if  so  soon,  the  earlier  births  being  gallujrod 
from  family  records.  Thf.  foilo\>'ing  chronologically  ar- 
ranged lists  embrace  those  of  the  Middlesex  Regislrj',  and 
sucl).  other  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  Lancaster  fanii- 
lies  to  A.  D.  1700,  as  have  been  ascertained  from  various 
sources.  When  copied  from  an  original  record  the  orthog- 
raphy of  the  recorder  has  been  retained, 

BIRTHS. 

The  first  birth  noted  by  Ralph  Houghton  is  that  of 
Joseph  Waters  in  1647.  It  is  quite  possible  that  earlier 
births  than  this  were  unrecorded,  for  in  previous  pages  it 
has  been  shown  that  the  Prescott  and  AVaters  families  were 
liere  in  i6.].5  arid  1646,  and  to  each  a  son  was  added  daring 
those  years,  the  place  and  exact  date  of  whose  birdi  have 
not  been  discovered.  In  a  deposition  Nov.  6,  ^(j^^^.  Jona- 
than Rrescott  is  called  "about  thirty-eiglit,"  and  in  another  of 
1 670, ''twenty-three  j'ears  old."  The  b'st  of  the  AVaters  fam- 
ily, uQ  a  preceding  page,  shows  so  remarkable  a  regularity 
of  periodic  iiicrcase  as  almost  to  prove  that  a  child  was 
born  hero  in  1645,  or  brouglit  into  the  v.'ilderness  at  an  ex- 
ceeding tender  age.  Perhaps  Adam  Waters  was  the  lirsl 
white  child  born  in  Lancaster,  and  Jonathan  Prescott  the 
second. 


A.D.  Month.   Day.  Name. 


1645: 

—     Adam  Waiers. 

1646? 

Jonathan  i-'icscott 

1647 

2 

29     Joseph  Wat-srs. 

—     Jonns  Pre.scfjir. 

1649 

I 

,   S  Jacob  Waters.  ? 
'    {  RachcU  Waters.  ^ 

1649 

5 

?.      Thomas  vSawyer. 

T650 

16     Eph-aim  Sawyer. 

Parents. 

Lawrence  and  Ann  {  / Jfiton) .  [not 
rccorded'\ . 

John  and  Mary  {Piaics).  ^{jiot  re- 
corded \  . 

Lawrence  and  Ann. 

John  and  ?-L"iry.  rccordcd^\. 

I.awieiice  and  Ann. 

'I'homn.s  and  Marie  {Preso>tt). 
Thomas  and  Marie. 
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A.  D. 

Month. 

NaiTio. 

Parents. 

1651 

3 

26 

L'anie!.  ilucison. 

Daniel  and  Joanna. 

1 1 

M 

S  3  in  lU;  1  i  \\ t  e  rs . 

Lawrence  and  Ann. 

1652 

1 1 

4 

Mane  S;ivvyer. 

Thomas  and  ALaric. 

1 

oA 

Johaniici  \\' Pvtdis. 

Lawrence  and  Ann. 

1653 

4 

I  I 

Marie  Houghton. 

Ralph  and  Jane. 

1653 

7 

7 

Marie  Ilu<-lson. 

Daniel  and  Joanna. 

1654 

3 

23 

 Smith. 

Richard  and  iMarie. 

1654 

3 

•  LI 

James  A  tlierton. 

James  and  Hanna. 

1(354 

8 

28 

\  Marsa  Parker.  ? 
I  Xyster  1  ai  ker.  \ 

Edmund  and  Elizabeth  (Houc). 

1655 

T 

13 

Joshua  Sawyer. 

i  fiornas  au'  i  ivla.rie. 

20 

John  Houghton. 

Ralj)!'  and  Jane. 

16^:, 

9 

4 

iM  ane  l^Loi  e. 

John  and  Ann  {S?/i///!) . 

io^5 

i  I 

0 

Debora  Parker. 

Edtsiund  and  Elizabeth. 

10;)5 

1 1 

Iwiiis  Ru^g. 

J 0 !  1  n   n Q  ..v  1  a r I n a     / ooicj. 

1055 

1 1 

20 

John  Smith. 

Richard  and  Johanna  {^(J^uukUs) 

T  A  -  ,- 

1 1 

27 

Iv oh  rani  v\  a.ters. 

La  w  r  e  I J  e  c  and  Ann. 

3 

13 

Josiiua  tiiCi'toii. 

James  ano  Hanna. 

1 1 

Sal  ah  Hi  jdson. 

Daniel  anri  Johanr^a. 

I 

22 

James  Sawyer. 

Tl'iomas  and  .Mane. 

10^7 

5 

I 

Joseph  riouc^hton. 

Ralph  and  Jane. 

1657 

5 

15 

  Jc  'li'J 

Nathaniel!  and  Sa.ra  {K'ini^). 

0 

->  A 
2D 

x'^jaiiccs  .Smith. 

Richard  and  Johanna. 

1 6s/ 

9 

27 

Llizabv^tlT  Aloore. 

John  and  Ann. 

1657 

1 1 

Hcntie  iverley. 

xien.iie  ciUu  iMizaijctn  (^*/  /iitc). 

1  i 

i  0 

Haiuia  Atherton. 

fames  and  Flanna. 

16.7 

1 1 

^5 

M  aa'i  e  R  0  \s  1  a,  n  d s  0  n . 

Joseph  and  Marie  (//  hite). 

1 1 

'  A 
jO 

^Larie  Davas. 

Sam u ell  and  Mane  (ll  uters^). 

T  A  r  V 

4 

2 1 

iN atiiaiiieii  jObiiiu. 

Naihaniell  and  Sara.. 

1 1 

1 1 

Liizabcth  x^ucj.son. 

Daniel  aiid  JohannPi, 

T  A  -  C 

I  r 

William  Kerley. 

Henrie  and  F^iizabeth. 

1659 

2 

2C 

Caieb  Sawyer. 

Thomas  and  Marie. 

I  6;.  9 

4 

20 

-Marie  Fairbanke. 

Jonas  and  Lidia  {rrcscott) . 

t  A 

I  0^,(5 

5 

3^ 

J  oh  a  r>en  nit. 

George  and  Lidia  i^Kibbie). 

1059 

i 

L.xoeriv:nce  Houghton.  Ralph  and  Jane. 

1659 

1 1 

9 

Icabod  Rogers. 

Jerimiah  and  Lia. 

i  660 

A 
0 

Lidia  More. 

John  and  Ann. 

I  AA^ 

5 

'  5 

Sara  Josllin. 

Naihaniell  and  Sara. 

1 1 

Joseph  VVillard. 

Simon  and  Marie  {DunstcT). 

1660 

T  f 

5 

Joh.uii!a  Hudson . 

Daniel  and  Johianna. 

1660 

I  I 

i7 

Marie  Atherton. 

James  and  Hanna. 

i66£ 

I 

7 

J nseph  RcAvvlandson . 

Joseph  and  Marie. 

1 66 1 

j> 

Noah  Peman. 

Ganialiell  and  Sara  (Clark). 

i66i 

7 

6 

Josua  Fairbanke . 

Jonas  and  Lidia. 

MAS.SACHUSETTS 

1643-"  1725.  3i_^ 

A.  D. 

Month. 

Day. 

 - 

Name. 

Parents. 

1 66 1 

6 

John  Saw'vtr. 

Thomas  and  Marie. 

1 66 1 

6 

10 

.Mary  Bennitt. 

Geor^^e  and  Lidia. 

J  66 1 

10 

20 

\  V ;  1  i  *:c  s  1  i  ]  1  S  u  n'i  n  e  r . 

Roller  and  Mary  ("Yosln:). 

i66i 

1 2 

17 

SHrali  Ilou2,-Uori. 

Ralph  and  jane. 

1662 

I 

])orathy  Jo;-]iin. 

Nathaniel  and  Sarah. 

1663 

I 

10 

John  Hudson. 

Daniel  and  Joanna. 

1662 

2 

7 

jo'ui  ?Jore. 

John  and  A  lin. 

,.1662 

4 

4 

John  and  Hannahi  (^Prt'scotl) . 

1662 

8 

I 

11  it  label  Rogers. 

Jereniiah  and  Abiah. 

1662 

10 

8 

Rachell  Courser, 

Arklous  and  Rachell  (^Ropcr). 

i66^^ 

18 

'i'hp.nkefull  Beaman , 

Ganialiell  and  Sara,h. 

1661 

- 

2 

John  Rig])v. 

John  and  Eiizabeth. 

166^ 

c; 

8 

H  a  n  nah  K  e r  1  e v . 

Henry  3.nd  Elizabeth. 

1663 

26 

joi.eph  losllia. 

Abram  and  Beatrix.           •  . 

1663 

c; 

3 1 

]3a rracbi  la  I .e wi s . 

John  and.  Hannah. 

166^ 

8 

Jchosephat  Roi^ers. 

Jeremiah  and  Bia. 

I  6kS  1 

Q 

I ; 

G  la  c  c  F  a  i  r  b  a  n  k  e . 

Jcma.s  a.nd  Lydia. 

J 

-0 

'  ]?coh  Wrieclc-r. 

Richard  and  Sarah  {Prcs'SOif). 

1663 

I J 

I? 

Ki(/-?.beth  Sa'-.vv'cr. 

Thomas  and  Mary. 

1664 

2 

17 

Sarnueii  Allin. 

Daniel]  and  Marie  (JViukr) . 

1 661 

12 

Wiiliap;  Hudson. 

Daniel  and  Joanna. 

1664 

5 

\  1 

John  and  tiannah. 

1664 

I  ^ 

/\  b  i;^  a  i  1  IT  0  ii  h  i  0  n . 

Ra!|;h  and  Jane. 

1664 

6 

Sirricn  Courser. 

Archelaus  and  Rachel. 

7 

op, 

John  DivoII. 

John  and  Hannah  (^ly/utc^. 

1664 

8 

20 

Joseph  Moore. 

John  and  Ann. 

i66.t 

1 1 

Zebtdiah  Wheeler. 

Ricliard  a,nd  Sarah. 

166^ 

? 

Re^^jatnia  Wiliard. 

Simon  and  Mary. 

1 66  s 

1  7 

S  t  e    e  11  Gat  e  s . 

Steeven  and  Sarah  ( IVoo/iioiiyiO 

1 66  s 

23 

Saiwjeli  i'eriit. 

George  and  Lidia. 

1 66  s 

6 

_ 

Mary  S unmet'. 

Roger  and  Aviary. 

(665 

6 

8 

Rebecca  Lewis, 

John  arid  Hannah. 

6 

!  2 

?vl ary"  Ro^vh^.^Jd50I') . 

Joseoh  and  Marv. 

1665 

Q 

i  2 

T  0  s  i  a  h  W  h  e  t  c  0  'aa  b . 

Josiah  atid  Rebecca  (ir.rfcrs). 

1 66; 

10 

Beatti.'-c  Hoi'.yhion. 

Jc>Iin  and  Koatri.K. 

1 66  s 

1 2 

i*eif  r  Josihi . 

Nathaniel  and  Sarah. 

1666 

c 

6 

Abiah  Rogers. 

Jeremiah  and  A  !>Iah. 

i  666 

Bethia  Lewis. 

John  and  Hannah. 

1666 

5 

1 7 

Ana  Moore. 

John  and  A nn. 

1666 

D e bo r;  1 1 1  S ci w  I'e r . 

Thomas  and  Mary. 

1 666 

7 

Thomas  Rui^g. 

John  anai  Ha.nnah. 

f666 

8 

6 

I  lanaah  Vv'iilard. 

Sin^on  and  Mary. 

1 666 

8 

6 

Elb-abeih  A th.er ton. 

James  arid  Hannah. 

1666 

8 

7 

J  0  na  t  a  n  }  'a  i  r  b  ;i  n  k 

Jonas  and  Lidia. 

3i6 


ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


A.  D. 
1666 

1 666 
1666 
1666 
1 666 
1667 
1667 
1667 
1667 
1667 
1 667 
1667 
1667 
1668 
1668 
166S 
1668 
1668 
1 663 
1 668 
1 668 
1668 
1668 

_i66S 
1669 
1 669 
foog 
i6e>9 
1669 
1 669 
1669 
I  i)6r) 
1669 

.  1 669 
1669 
1669 
1 670 
1670 
J  670 
1670 
1670 
1670 

.1670 
1670 


Month 
8 
JO 
1  1 
I  I 
12 

Jany 

April 

May 

June 

June 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

iuav 

May 

June 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

A larch 

ivLirch 

Ma>' 

May 

June 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Day. 

H 
'-! 
7 
7 
1 

6 
28 
26 

7 
12 

3 

7 

16 
I 

21 
20 
28 
26 
1 1 
12 

^5 
iS 

17 


-9 
19 
24 
I 

^7 
28 

U 

30 

17 
16 
24 


M.:iry  Kerlcy. 
M;irie  j  osiia. 
F.hiatlvin  Allen. 
Jo.siah  Wb.etcomb. 
Sarah  Wheeler. 
BaLhislieba  Rogers. 
John  Wedge, 
r V  b^  1 1  i  i  t  a  b  1  e  L>  e  a  m  a  n . 
Eb/.abeth  Joslin. 
Fiannah  DivolL 
S  i  1  ii  •'  j  11  C ' J  ■'.  1 1  ■  e  f  ■ . 
Abigail  Hudson. 


lb 


Fiou^hton. 


Anne  Hudson. 
Patience  Lewis. 
David  Whitcomb. 
Hazadiaii  Fairbank . 
George  l^eiinett. 
J  a  a/on;  ah  Su  inner. 
Mary  Wedge. 
Eenjaniin  Hough  ton . 
Mary  Farrar. 
Mann  a  h  \  V  h.  e  1 1.  o  t  n  b . 
Joseph  Rugg. 
Mary  Prescutt. 
TIjonias  Allen. 
J  ona  t  bi a n  W  li  i  t co  m h . 


>S  lost 


eriey 


Jacob  Farrar. 
Jonathan  Moore. 
Elizabeth  Wheeler. 
Deborah  Atheric  n. 
Sarah  Rowland.son . 
Josiah  Divoll. 
John  Farrah. 
Jonathan  WilJard 
Joshaa  Wedge- 
Mary  Courser. 

  Lincorne. 

George  Farrah. 
Jonathan  Kettle 
Nathaniel  Sawyer. 
Hannah  Rucr'l. 
Jabez  Fairbank. 


Parents. 

Flenry  and  Eli/.rdjeih. 

/Vbrarn  and  Beati  ix, 

Daniel  and  Mary. 

Jo.'^iah  and  Rebecca. 

Richard  and  Sarah. 

JereP-iiah  and  Abiah, 

Thomas  and  Deborah. 

Gamaliel  and  Sarah.  , ; 

Natljaniel  anvd  Sarah. 

John  and  Hannah. 

Archelaus  and  Rackicl, 

Daniel  and  Joanna. 

Ralph  and  Jane. 

Daniel  and  Joanna. 

John  and  Hannnh. 

Josiah  and  Rebecca. 

Jonas  and  Lidia. 

George  and  Lidia. 

Roger  and  Mary. 

Thomas  and  Deboral). 

Jolin  and  Beatrix. 

John  and  Mary  {^Hillard) . 

Jonathan  and  Hannah. 

John  and  Hannah. 

John  and  Sarah  {Jlayii^ard) . 

Daniel  and-  Mary. 

Jonath.an  and  Haniiah. 

Henry  and  Eli.^abet]l. 

Jacob  and  Hannah  (^ilay  -'jard). 

John  and  Ann. 

Richard  and  Saraii. 

Janjcs  arid  Hannah. 

Josepi)  and  rvLary. 

Jolin  and  bbmnah. 

John  and  ALary. 

Sinion.  and  .Mary. 

Thomas  and  Deborah. 

Arcljelaus  and  Rach^:l. 

W-'illiaui  and  Fiizabeth. 

Jacob  and  Hannah. 

Jolui  and  Elizabeth  {\\'d>d). 

Thomas  and  Mary. 

]'S'o.\\  and  Hannah. 

Jonas  and  Lidia. 


MASSACHUSj'.TTS.  1643-1725. 


3^7 


A.  D.  ^ 

k'nth. 

Day. 

N?.inc. 

Paronf;. 

T  67  ! 

1 

ID 

Alaria  Mooi  e. 

John  and  x-\nn. 

1 67  ' 

2 

29 

S  3  !  V!    C 1  ^  V  i  "i  i.:'  f ;  1  r  r 

Ivicltard  and  Sarah. 

1671 

3 

l'v:ins  Prescott. 

Jonathan  and  Dorothy, 

1671 

3 

i5 

Nathciniel  Hudson. 

Daniel  and  Joanna. 

167? 

4 

20 

John  Lev/is. 

John  and  Hannah. 

1  67  ( 

6 

29 

Ha  a  nail  Whet  comb. 

Jonathroi  and  IPmnah. 

1671 

7 

ID 

5  Benjamin  Aiien.  ) 
I  Liaurinn  ^ViitMi.  ^ 

Benjamin  and  Hannah. 

\  (>/  1 

Q 

0 

9 

J\.t: i')C'Cca  S  u  m  j  if ;  r . 

Ixugcr  3nd  Aiary 

I 

9 

1 2 

KcoccCct  \\  neici.iniD. 

Josi.ah  and  Rebecca. 

I  A-  r 

9 

}  t ai; n  i li  ivt {  L,- >' ai . 

10/  i 

9 

20 

Jeremial!  and  Abiali. 

J  t)7  i 

10 

^'/' 

2aci;\  WiiciCOniu, 

Job  and  APirv. 

-r  r 
iO/  I 

I  ] 

i>iary  Sawyer. 

Thonaas  Jr.  and  Sarah. 

10/2 

I 

5 

George  and  Lidia  . 

.10/.^ 

2 

Q 

0 

vv  ji-lilUf  \J\\  (_;.; 

John  and  IPmnah. 

i07„ 

2 

1  0 

j ori'ri.LiiaR  Pi'covtvit . 

J  (j i  1.1 11  J<.i  11  cllK  l  i.yO   Ulf  iy. 

18 

Jvllll^^^J    f-liiV.i     1   1  cl  li  lif-i  1 1  . 

1 67" 

3 

iSarhanit'l  and  Snrah. 

1 67- 

A- 

I  c 

ai  (i!  lija  rvci  ii.  . 

iienrj  anu  _r^iizaoti.n. 

i  C'/ 

4 

-/ 

T    It     0  n  rl     T  3  r  ^ ' 

Jvylllt  t.i.H.1   j'.  lH  V. 

1672 

5 

Sai ^iii  PI t'lUgi! ton . 

Jonn  and  Beatrix. 

I  /   T  T 

1(  72 

(_! 

0 

Joan  F' anai . 

Jacob  and  Hannah. 

1 67  2 

A 
U 

"'ft 

VV  LIiii.Hil  X^tijtA.Il  UC. 

vv  iiUt-iiii  cHiCi.  ii^i!z..,iij-jia . 

I  67  2. 

9 

_\  A  Li  t   ;     .  '           \  u  t  i.>  , 

i  Oy 

9 

^4 

j  (y  1 1 1 !    .  1  t;..>L  'J  L  •  , 

1 672 

1 1 

I)   •    ...n  !t    \)  r  •  \r  r 
i  i  Ici^l  'i3    i\Oj.)',;  1, 

r:,pn,iam  anti  r  ri^ciiia. 

\  672 

1 2 

13 

Joiin  H  O'.i  >4i !  ori; . 

foiiii  Jr.  and  IVPtry      ii.yvLii''^ . 

1673 

I 

I  2 

A  r,aT->i)    -'i  'a-r> 

fjcnjaniin  ano  IMary. 

J- 

I 

23 

1 1 i   V  i  (.1  '^i.  1  ,- 

Sainuei  and  Alary  (^Hiidiovi  y- 

1673 

3 

J  IJ  liU..  5  X  CI  1  .  U  t'.  1  /,  . 

3 

i  u 

Rebecca 

John  and  Hanrjah 

I  673 

5 

I  I 

!  Oi. '  1     V  V  liClLl  . 

John  and  Ffannah. 

^■'/  3 

0 

1  0 

TvLartlva  Savvyci'. 

i  honias  and  ^Piry . 

1 6*73 

jCiClilltilt  clllCl        0  Ki  i  1 . 

t6-^? 

J  T 

*  *    1.  1  *     tt.  i  J.  I                 >  1  JO. 

jL'liti  ctlji-l    L  lei n ilcl Ji  . 

I  ( 

->A 
20 

W'in;  -.m  9'in->r,r--r 

IVDi^v.  !    i.lltl.1.  iVKir\. 

f  2 

->A 
20 

1 1  ^.iii )c t u  L.uiLi>rnt. 

vv  niiani  anci  j'-ii.'^aDetti. 

1074 

I 

Q 

0 

Joliannrs  W  r. itcaraD- 

Josjiah  and  Rebecca. 

I  074 

T n J'y n   ^  ;■    n  ^f'lr"*' 

1674 

3 

5 

Abigail  Whitcomb. 

Jonathan  and  Hannah. 

1674 

3 

9 

Dcatri.v  Jos] in. 

Abrah.ant  Jr.  and  Ann. 

1674 

6 

7 

Pidia  Benn-lt. 

George  and  Lidia. 

1674 

? 

? 

Sarah  \\';',itcomb. 

JohiH  and  Mary. 

3i8  ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


Born  VI  La?icastcr  Fa  if  lilies  during  Exile  after  the  Massacre. 


A.  D.  Month. 

Day. 

Name. 

Parents. 

1675 

— 

Nathiiniel  Wilder. 

Nathaniel  and  Mary  {Sawye}-). 

1676  I 

2 

T I -.01!"! as  Wilder. 

John  and  LLmnai!,  in  Charles- 

to\vn. 

1677  August 

13 

Siiuon  Stevens. 

Cyprian  arid  Mary,  in  Roston. 

1677  April 

16 

Ephraim  Wilder. 

Nathaniel  and  Mary,   \\\  Sud- 

bury. 

167S  9 

1 5 

Liiv'id  Rugg. 

John  and  Hannah,  in  Concord. 

.1678  9 

27 

Elizabeth  Prescott. 

John  Jr.  and  Sarah,  in  Concord. 

1679  2 

5 

Priscilia  Roper. 

Ephraini  and  Mannah  {Goole), 

in  Concord. 

1679  Oct. 

31 

MauiKi'!  Wilder. 

John  and  llanrsah. 

1679  2 

12 

Mary  Wildei. 

Nathajriel  and  Mary,  in  Sudbury. 

1680  10 

12 

John  and  Hannah,  in  Concord. 

1680  Feb. 

M 

Eli;v.bcih  Wilder. 

Nathaniel  and  iMary,  in  Sudbury. 

16S0 

James  Wilder. 

Thomas  and  rvl;^  ry  {Ho:f^/ifo;,'  ) . 

16S1  J 

7 

Rudi  Roper. 

Ephraiinand  Hannah  Jii  Concord 

1 68 1  — 

\L ) izabcih  fjiee ven.s . 

Cyprian  and  Mary. 

i68i  — 

— 

James  Wilder. 

John  and  Hannali,  in  Charles- 

town. 

16S2/3 

— 

Joseph  Steevens. 

Cypiian  and  Maty. 

ths  in  Laficasier  afto 

"  ike  Re-setiiejnent . 

A  D.  >Tor;ih. 

Name- 

Parer.1.5. 

1679  August 

I  I 

Elizabeth  Waters. 

Josepl.i  and  Elizabeth. 

1680  Oct. 

2  [ 

Sandi  White. 

Josiah  and  Mary  {Lewis). 

1 68 1  SoiH. 

16 

H  e  7 e k ;  i  h  W  h  i  tco rn  b . 

Josiah  and  Rebecca. 

1681  jar;. 

25 

Sarah  Rernan. 

John  and  Priscilla. 

16S2  April 

2 

Josej)h  Waters. 

Joseph  and  Elizabeth. 

1682  Apnl 

20 

Jonathan  Wilder. 

Nathaniel  and  T^iary. 

16S2  Ja!y 

-> 

Jonas  Houghton. 

Jonas  and  Mary  {Burdeeti) . 

1682  jul;. 

6 

Ebenezer  Prescott. 

John  and  Sarah. 

1682  Sept. 

^5 

Josiah  White. 

Josiah  and  ?viary. 

16S3  jan. 

^7 

Martha  W^atcr.s. 

Joseph  and  Elizabeth. 

168^  fan. 

'9 

John  tlinds. 

jo'm  and  Mary  (But-er)  . 

16S3  Jan. 

24 

John  Hougf'iton. 

Jonas  and  Mary. 

1683  March 

3 

Abigail  Wheeler. 

A  (;  r  a  h  a  !T!  a.  n  d  Ta  b  i  t  h  a . 

[683  June 

-3 

Ebenezer  Wilder. 

JoiiU  and  Hannah. 

1683  July 

5 

Joseph  Wilder. 

Tiionias  and  Mary. 

1683  N^v. 

Hanriah  IIcu</hton. 

Robert  and  Esther. 

1683  Dec. 

26 

Del) 0 r a h  W h< 1 1 c 0 n i b . 

Josiah  and  Rebecca. 

1684  Feb. 

27 

James  Athert(>n. 

James  and  Abigail  {IVaters). 

MAS53ACHUSETTS.  1643-1725- 


A.  D. 

Month. 

Dny. 

Nnnie. 

Parents. 

1684 

Feb. 

29 

Gainalici  Benian. 

John  and  Pri.scilla. 

i^S4 

May 

8 

Anna  lIouiTliton . 

John  and  Mary. 

16S4 

May 

12 

John  W'hitconib. 

Jonathan  and  Hannah 

1684 

Sept. 

29 

John  Vviiite. 

Joslah  and  .Mnry. 

i  Do  4 

22 

K  Isaac  Wheeler. 

)  Experience  Wliceler 

1685 

Jan. 

5] a  rah  Wilder. 

Thomas  and  Mary. 

1685 

Feb. 

20 

Jonathan  Houghton. 

John  and  Mary. 

1685 

April 

20 

Jonatl^an  Wilder. 

Natlianiel  and  Mary. 

1685 

Scpi. 

3 

i'eairix  }Iou[;hton. 

Robert  and  Esther. 

1 686 

July 

24 

Jolii;  Wheeler. 

Isaac  and  Experience, 

1686 

Dec. 

8 

Peter  Jo.slin. 

Peter  and  Sarah. 

1786 

Dorothy  Wilder. 

Nathaniel  and  Mary. 

16S7 

March 

30 

Edward  Sawder. 

John  and  .Mary  {Ba//) 

AUer  liiis  date  tlie  records  of  Lancaster  births,  in  Mid- 
dlesex  Reo"jstry,  abruptly  cease.  The  following  ha^-e  been 
gathered  from  various  sources  supposed  trustworthy  : 


A.  D.  Month.  Day. 

16S6       —  — 

1687  —  — 

rSSS  March  13 

1688  —  — 
1 68  8  —  -~ 
!68<}  March  27 
1 68  9  April  1 8 

1689  —  — 

1690  Jan.  27 

1690  May  31 
ic»c,o  — 

1 69 1  —  — 
1 6x; )      —  — 

1692  —  — 
i&jj  ?vlarch  26 

1693  June  20 
^693 

1693  -  - 

1694  N!arch  28 
IU94  —  — 
16-05  May  ji 

1695  — 
i7oo  June  6 


He2c'kiah  Willard. 
Elizabeth  Wilder. 
Abigail  Whitci^mb. 
Nath.aniel  Wilder. 
Joseph  Willard. 
ThaukRil  White. 
A  b  i    i  I  r  I  o  u  g ! ~i  t  o  a . 
Anna  Wilder. 
Elizabeth  Phelps. 
Samuel  Willard. 
Anna  Wilder. 
Mary  Wilder. 
Mary  Goss. 
James  Willard 
Hooker  Osgood. 
Amos  Sav,-yer. 
John  Gcss. 
Josiah  Wi'iard. 
H  a  a  a  a  11  \  V  n  i  t  c  o  m  b . 
(Jliver  Wilder. 
.Mary  Wheelock. 
JonatlKU!  Wiilai d. 
Josiah  Wilder. 


Henry  and  Ivlary. 
Thomas  and  Mary. 
Josiah  and  Rebecca. 
Nathaniel  and  Mary. 
Henry  and  Mary. 
Josiah  and  Mary. 
Robert  and  Esther. 
Thomas  and  Mary. 
Edward  and  Ruth. 
Henry  and  Dorcas. 
John  and  Hannah. 
Thomas  and  Mary. 
Philip  and  Mary, 
llcniy  aiid  Dorcas. 
Hooker  and  Dorothy. 
Nathaniel  and  Mary. 
Pliilip  and  Mary. 
Henry  and  Dorcas. 
J  OS  i  a  hi  and  Mary. 
Nathaniel  and  Mary. 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth. 
Henry  and  Dorcas. 
John  and  Sarah. 
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ANNALS  OF  LANCASTER, 


MARRIAGES. 


Under  daltj  I\ia3^  26,  ic 
in  JVL'issachusetts  Records 


lUii  order  i 


s  lo'i 


Itt  is  ordereJ  that  Mr  Jolin  Tincker  shall  ci^  i?^  heerby  irnpov.icd  to 

marry  George  J^cnnett  &  Lyddia  Kibby  &  who  aie  pubiished 

according  to  lawc. 

Before  tliis  aiithority  \vas  conferred  upon  ?^Taster  Tinker, 
.Lancaster  couples  wishing  to  be  joined  in  wedlock  were 
coiTipelled  to  seek  a  mac^istrate  elsewhere.  In  1660,  Major 
Sirnon  WilJard  became  a  permanent  resident  in  Lancaster, 
and  by  virtue  of  liis  ofilce  as  Assistant,  solemnized  rn^ir- 
riages. 


A.  I).  Month. 

T648 

1654 

1654  6 
1654  November 

1654  Xo\ember 
1656 

1656 
1656 
1656 

1655  April 


165-S 
1658 
1658 
1659 

.1660  M,iy 
1661 


\;-3gust 
1003  10 
1664  3 
166.1  II 


1002 

66: 


100: 


line 


1667  Noveniiber 
I 663  June 
\66H  November 


Names. 

Thomas  Sawyer  and  Mary  Prescott. 
John  Rugg  and  iMartiia  f  resco tt. 
Richard  Smiili  and  widow  Joanna  Oiiarlls,  in  Boston 
Henry  Kerley  and  Elizabeth  White,  in  Sudbury. 
John  Moore  and  Ann  Smith,  in  Sudbu-ry. 
Josepii  Rowiaudson  and  ?vb"iry  Wliite. 
Nathaniel  Josiin  and  Sarah  Kbng  of  Marlborough. 
Roger  Sumner  and  Mary  Joslln. 
Samuel  Davis  and  Mary  Waters. 
John  Maynard  and  Mary  Gates,  in  Sudbury. 
Jonas  F'airbanke  and  Lidia  Prescott,  in  Lancaster. 
George  Bennett  and  Lidia  Kibby. 
Richard  Wheeler  and  Sarah  Prescott. 
William  Kerley  Sen.  and  Oiichett  Flowlandscn. 
John  Rugg  and  Kannah  Prescott. 
Archelaus  Courser  and  Rachel  Roper.    [AW  in 
Lajicastcr  Rec  or  as .  ] 

John  Rigby  and  Elizabeth   , 

John  Deuall  [n^'uo^q  and  Hannai)  White. 
William  Kerley  Sen.  and  Rebeccah  Josiin,  widov./. 
Joslah  Whielcombe  and  Rebeccah  Waters, 

John  Far  rar  and  Mary  . 

Jonathan  Whetconibe  and  flannah  . 

Thomas  Wilder  and  Mai*y  Houghton. 
Jacob  Farrah  Jr.  and  Hannah  H.Cy'ward. 


MASSACHUSETTS.    1643- 1725. 


A.  D.  iMontb. 

Day. 

Names. 

166S  November 

1 1 

John  Prescott,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  . 

1669  Ma 

'  ''J 

job  WhitcoUibe  and  Mary  . 

i6/'0  June 

KcuL'cn  Lu.vi'ord  and  Ma!'<'''aret  , 

T669  Sep 

ternber 

Henr}'  Maze  and  Aios  , 

1670 

6 

loriatlian  Pre.scoti  and  Dorothy  . 

1670 

0 

u 

i  5 

Tbionias  Sawyer,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  — --. 

1670 

1 1 

Mordecai  Mackioad  and  ladca  Lewis. 

1 67 1 

I 

16 

John  Whitcomb  ard  Mary 

167-1 

9 

16 

Penjauiin  Bosworth  and  widow  Beatrice  Joslin. 

1671 

1 1 

0  o 

Cyprian  Steevens  and  Mary  Willard. 

1 67 1 

1 1 

lohn  Houc^hron,  Jr..  and  ?vlary  Farrar. 

1672 

I 

2) 

Saniuel  Waters  and  Mary  Hudson. 

1672 

5 

17 

John  Wildc!-  and  H;;nnah  . 

1672 

9 

14 

Jonas  Prescott  and  iMary  Loker. 

1672 

9 

21 

Titon>as  Sav^-j  ei ,  Jr  .  and  Hannah  , 

1672 

9 

2Q 

A.bra.ni  To-sctrb/M  and  Ann  . 

167? 

10 

r  I 

Icreniia]'!  ]\.op,ers,  Jr.,  ?i\d  Dorcas  . 

'673 

1 1 

N:ithaniel  V>  iuler  and  Mary  Sawyer, 

1674  February 

Daniel  Hudson,  Jr..  and  Mary  Maynavd  of  Sudbury. 

1676/7 

rS 

Henr)'  Kerley  and  I'di/abeth  Hov/  at  Ciiarlestown'. 

1677  No\ 

ember 

20 

F4:)hrriim    Roper    and  widow  Hannah    Goble  of 

Concord. 

167S  Fe[)ruary 

4 

James  Sawyer  ar>d  Mary  Marble. 

1678 

Joshua  Sawyer  and  Sarali  Potter,  in  Woburrn 

1679 

-  5 

George  Hewesand  widow  Lydia  Pjennett.  at  C  oncord 

i6Sr  Febaiary 

15 

Jonas  Houghton  and  Mary  Berbeane  of  Woburn, 

168 1/2  F 

ebruary 

Q 
J 

John  Hinds  and  widow  Mary  Butier. 

1683  Se[)teni')er 

20 

John  Pope  and  Bealri.K  FIouL;h.lon. 

16S3 

Nathaniel  Wilson  and  Thankful  Beaman. 

16S4  Jun 

6 

Jarnes  Atl'icrton  and  Abigail  FJudson, 

1 688 

lonathan  Fairbank  artd  Mary  Hayvvafl. 

1690  March 

Philip  Goss.  and  T/Iary  Prescott,  in  Concord. 

i6c)3  October 

31 

Josepli  Iloughton  and  Jane  Vose  of  Tvliiton. 

1605 

Williara  Divoli  and  Ruth  Whitcornb. 

i&^S  lariuary 

( 

John  Moore  and  Hazadioh  Fairbank,  in  Concord. 

1698  Jul) 

21 

Henry  Willard  and  Abigail  Temple,  in  Concord. 

169S  No'v 

ember 

20 

John  Hou,;;htou,  Jr.,  a  id  widow  Mary  Goss,  in  Con- 
cord. 

1698  October 

5^ 

Jolin  Willard  and  .\lar_v  Hayward,  in  Concord. 

J699  Aug 

ust 

Philip  Goss  and  Judith  Hayward,  in  Cor\cord. 

lyoQ  Jan' 

Mry 

2 

I-fenry  Houiditon  and  Abigail  Barron,  in  VVatertown. 

1700  M:xy 

3> 

Dayid  Whitcond:)  and  Mary  Fairbank. 

1700  Dec 

ember 

17 

George  Glazier  and  Sarah  Bar"ett,  in  Chcbiisford. 

21 
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DEATHS. 


A.  D.  ■  >.k 

nth. 

D.'.y, 

16.13  Sern 

Henry  Syniond.«..  one  of  first  proprietors,  in  Bo.-Uon. 

1644  Deceinljcr 

3 

Thomas   Kiiio;,  the   i>urch:iser  of  N;.rsha\v:iy,  in 

Watcrtown. 

1649 

I 

31 

Raclicl  Waters,  dau,c:;]^ter  of  Lawrence  and  Ann, 

ao^cd  one  month. 

1653 

~~ 

Nathaniel  Fladlocke,  one  of  tirst  prndential  mana:^- 

ers,  in  Waterlmvn. 

1654 

2 

2  1 

joaniia  Waters,  daiiu,liler  of  Lawrence  and  Am, 

a^ed  one  year.  . 

3 

iS 

Joane  White,  wire  of  Joint  White,               ^  • 

T654 

3 

27 

Mary  Smith,  wife  of  Richard,  with  her  infant. 

1654  Octobcr 

_.- 

Sholan  alias  Showanon,  Sa,c!;amore  of  tlie  Nashawas. 

1 1 

t8 

An  infant  of  John  and  IVIartha  Rug;or,  ai^cd  one  day. 

7 ' 

24 

Martlia  Rn^'.i;,  wife  of  John,  and  anotlier  infant. 

i6S7 

5 

J  6 

A  c'liid  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Joslin,  ac:e(i  one  day. 

(657 

9 

6 

Eli/a;jeth  Parker,  wife  of  Edmund. 

1657 

9 

17 

ThrniMS  Rowlaiidson,  fitiier  of  Reverend  Joseph, 

1658 

I 

12 

Ann  IN-rley,  wffe  of  Wiliiam,  Senior, 

1659 

4 

17 

Lphraim  Waters,  son  of  Lawrence  and  Ann,  aged 

three  and  one-half  years. 

[659 

10 

27 

ivlnry  Snntis.  wi'.e  ot  Joan. 

1 660 

I 

'3 

Tliomas  James. 

J  660 

1 1 

3 

Thomas  josjin. 

1660 

]  I 

20 

ALary  Row'and:-,oa,  daa_[;-hter  of  Reverend  Joseph, 

a>(ed  three  years. 

1660 

1 1 

20 

Hiuai^iel  Rogers,  diugiiter  of  Jeremiah  atid  Bia, 

aged  three  }"ears. 

1662 

4 

14 

Rrichett  Kerle} ,  second  wife  of  William,  Senior. 

1662 

4 

^5 

Henry  Rente,  ser\ant  or  Roger  Sumtu  r. 

1662 

7 

24 

J  0 !  n  v\  11 1  tco m  0.  b e  n  1 0 r . 

1662  Se])t 

r-mber 

Stephen  Gates,  at  Cambridge.  [_[ii-jent'iry  2g  y/noT} 

fij62  Octoi.er 

John  Tinker,  at  New  London,  Connecticut. 

[662  No\e!r.l)cr 

2 

F-drvard  I5reck,  in  Dorciiester. 

1662  Nov 

7 

Hittabc!  Rogers,  daugh.ter  Jeremiah  and  Abiah. 

1663 

10 

20 

b-^aac  Wright. 

1663  Doc( 

■m  }:••;-:  r 

•^3 

Hope  [.Innvc/iopA    Willard,  daughter  of  Major 

.  Simon,  aged  seventeen  years. 

1603 

I  2 

21 

Jacub^  Wheeler,  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah, 

[665 

( 

Riel^arel  Linton. 

i66j 

6 

!0 

Li'za'jvjd-!  /Vthcrron.  d.uighter  of  James  and  Hannaii. 

1665 

7 

20 

Re'jeccah  Lewis,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah. 

) 
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A.  D.  Monfh. 

Day. 

1665  9 

12 

Josiali  Whi'combi,  son  of  Josiah  and  Rebecca,  aged 

one  day. 

1666  5 

Deborali  Sawyer,  daughier  of  Thomas  and  Mary, 

au  iiifant. 

1667  June 

8 

Nathaniel  Josliu,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah. 

1667  October 

23 

Thomas  Wilder,  Senior. 

1 663  jaimary 

^jtephen  Day,  a   first   proprietor,  at  Carnbridsre, 

[_//i7>'Jfu^ory  January  27.] 

1 668  No\onibcr 

3 

John  Farrar.  .son  of  Jacob,  Senior. 

166S  December 

•9 

fiannali   Whetcornb,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 

Hannah. 

166S  — 

— 

Philip  Kaiight,  at  Salem. 

i66r>  April 

3 

Isabel!  Walker. 

1669  June 

15 

Simon  Courser,  son  of  Archelaus  and  Rachel. 

1669  July 

J  6 

joiJi^  Smith. 

1670  July 

14 

VVihiam  Kerley,  Senior, 

.1670  July 

17 

A  child  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Lincorne. 

3  670  Septen-iber 



Adam  V/aters,at  Chai IcstOAva.  \^l}ivcn(ory  23,  if!io.''\ 

1670  9 

4 

iMary  Atherton.  dau?;hter  of  Janies  and  Hannah. 

1671  J 

10 

A  nn  iMoore,  wife  of  Jolin. 

1671  3 

2 

A  child  of  Jonathan  ciud  Dorothy  Frescott. 

1671  3 

4  - 

Jon:  than  Frescott,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Dorothy. 

1 67 1  3 

1 7 

Frances  Whircomb,  widow  of  John,  Senior. 

I  67  I  TO 

William  Lewis. 

1 67  2  I 

2 

Sarah  Savvyer,  v/ife  of  Thomas,  Junior. 

1672  I 

u 

W'iiliani  Bennett,  son  of  Georo;e  and  Lydia, 

1672  8 

26 

Benjamiii  Adams,  son  of  George. 

1673  April 

John  White.    {IVill proved  May  lyl^ 

1673     '  8 

2 

John  Farrar,  son  of  John  and  Mary. 

1674 

Dorotliy  Frescott.  wife  of  Jonathan. 

The  Massacre  of  Aajnisi  22,  167  5. 

George  Bennett, 

William  Fiagg. 

Jacob  Farrar,  Junior. 

.Motdecai  I\FicLoud . 

Lydia  iNLacLoiid,  wife  of  .Mordecai. 

Hannah  MacLoad,  aged  al;out  three  years,  daughter  of  Mordecai. 
An  infant  child  of  Mordecai  and  Hannah  MacLoud. 
Joseph  Wheeler. 


I 


I;  /  !', 


3^-4 


The  Massacre  of  February  lo,  1676. 
Jonas  Fairbank. 

Joshua  Fairb."!uk.  son  of  Jonas,  aged  fifteen  years. 
Riel'iarci  \V iie./ici". 

Ephraira  Sav/}'tr,  son  of  Thomas,  aged  twenty-five  years, 
iieury  F^irrar,  sou  of  Jacob,  Senior. 
John  l'>a]!. 

Elizabeth  BalL  wife  of  Jolm. 
An  infant  cliiid  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Ball. 
.-Ensign  Jo'in  DivolL 

^John  Divoil,  Jr.,  aged  tvvelve,  died  in  captivity. 
''^.Josiah  Divoil,  .son  of  John,  aged  seven  years. 

Hannah  Divoil,  daughter  of  John,  aged  about  nine  years,  died  in 
captivity. 

Aljiaham  Joslin,  Jr..  aged  twenty-six  years. 
Adji  JosUn.  wife  of  Aljraiiam,  killed  in  captivity. 

Beatiice,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Ann  Josiin,  aged  tv.'0  years,  killed 
in  captivity. 
Daniel  Gains. 

Thonias  Rowlandson,  agc(i  nineteen  years,  nephew  of  Reverend  Joseph. 

John  Kettle,  aged  about  thirty-seven. 

Joseph  Kettlef?)  son  of  John,  aged  about  ten  years. 

John  Kettle,  son  of  John,  aged  about  sixteen  years. 

Elizabeth  Kerley,  wife  of  Captain  Henry, 

Henry  Keik  y(?)  son  of  Captain  Henry,  aged  eighteen  years. 

VVillians  Kerley,  son  of  Captain  Henry,  aged  seventeen  years. 

Joseph  Kerley,  son  of  Captain  Henry,  aged  seven  years. 

Priscilla  Roper,  u'ife  of  Ephraim. 

Prisciila  Proper,  darighter  of  Ephraim,  aged  about  tluee  years. 
Sarah  RoNvl'indson.  daughter  of  Reverend  Joseph,  died  of  wound, 
February  18. 

Jotin  IvIcLoud,  brother  of  Mordecai. 

George  Harrington,  a  soldier,,  killed  February  — 

John  Roper,  killed  March  26. 


Died  during;  Abandonment  of  Town. 

A.  D.      Month.  Day. 

1676  Aprii  21    .Major  Simon  WiUard,  at  Cliarlei^town, 

1676  Septen-iber   26    Jeremiah  Rogers,  at  Dorchester. 
1676  September   26    Sam,  alias  Uskattukigun,  sagamore  of  Nashaway, 

hanged  at  kioston. 

1676  September   26    i^Ionoco,  alias  one-eyed  John,  Nipnet  Sachem  at 

Lancaster,  hari£:ed  at  Boston. 
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A.  D.       Mo.nth.  Day. 


1677  August 

14 

Jacob  Farrar,  Senior,  at  Wobura. 

1677  November 

4 

?']kry  Hi'dson.  wife  <.)f  r)An:ei.  at  Concord. 

i67:>  I 

6 

ASy'ipdi  j<':^(ers,  rirue.d'iter  ..>i  1erej!''i:ib  ,  at  Donjlie^te'-. 

167S     ■  I 

JO 

Batiislieba  Rogers,  daughter  of  Jeremiali,  at  Dor- 

chester. 

1678  I 

10 

Abiah  Rogers,  widow  of  Jerenriah.  at  Dorcnester. 

1678  I 

23 

Gamaliel  Beaman,  Senior,  at  DorchcsLer. 

1678  4 

20 

Samuel  J"vugg,  son  of  John  and  iiannah,  at  Concord. 

16/0  7 

20 

Benjauiiii  Allen,  at  Charlestowa. 

1678  Noveiiiber 

23 

Reverend  Joseph  Rowlandson,  at  Wethersneld,Conn 

1679. 

Nathaniel  Wilder,  child  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary,  in 

Sudbury. 

1679  — 

Archelau.s  Courser,  in  Boston. 

1679  October 

8 

Har:nah  Koughtou,  daughter  ol  Fialph,  at  Charles- 

town,  aged  twelve  years. 

1670  October 

10 

Jo'in  Houirhton,  son  of  Ralph,  at  Charlestov/n, 

aged  twenty  years. 

i63o  February 

6 

Ann  Waters,  wife  ol  Lawrence,  at  Cliarlestown. 

i6Si  Aiarch 

19 

James  Butler,  at  Biilerica. 

After  Reset tkinent  of  TiTujn. 

1 68 1  December 

— 

John  Frescolt,  [///j  Founder  of  Lancaster,']  aged 

about  seveiity-sevcn  years. 

1682  February 

Wiliiao)  Whittborn.    {^Iin'entory  February  23.] 

1683  April 

7 

Jolrn  Wdiitcomb,  drowned. 

16S4  January 

4 

William  Kerley,  jr.,  at  .Marlborough. 

1604  Apr;! 

John  M'oughton,  Senior. 

1 68 7  December 

9 

Lav^'rence  Waters,  at  Charles towui. 

16S8  September 

1 

John  Bush. 

1688  October 

John  Glazier,  Senior.    \_Iiivt}itury  Odober  29.] 

1691  February 

__ 

Jonathan  Whitcornb.     {_lnvciitory  February  25.] 

1 69 1  .March 

Samuel  Wheeler,  a  soldier,  son  of  Richard.    'Jn  - 

vejilory  Afril  7.] 

Tiie  Massacre  of  July  iS,  1692. 

Sarah  JosHn, 

wife 

of  Peter. 

Peter  Joslin, 

Jr.,  a((ed  six  years.     S^Kilied  in  captivity .\ 

Three'child-T 

1;  ^)v" 

j'eter  Joslin. 

Flannah  Whitcom.b,  widow  of  Jonathan. 

i(y-/j  Octobef       —    Reverend  Samuel  Carter,  in  Groton.  [_Adjrinis- 

t ration  granted  October  30,] 
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Month. 

Day. 

— 

Ralph  Hough  ion.  (?) 

g 

Nathaniel  joslin,  in  xMarlborough. 

1  ('ri  ; 

D^^nie!  Allen,  in  Walerl^vn. 

I  t)C)-l 

Euniund  Parker,  at  Roxbur^-.  [A'7Av;/fV7  A/ay  2<S.] 

No  V'C  IT:  hcv 

Abrjhai)^  Wheeler,  killed  by  Indians. 

xVovc/nber  6.] 

1 

0  r  1  n  h  f  T 

lO 

George  Adams,  in  Cambridge. 

1697 

fanuary 

johii  Rnij^g.     \IiL'i'c)ttoyv  'j-d/iudry  I9-J 

1697 

May 

Alice  and  Fannie,  iwin  child/ en  of  Reverend  John 

Wluting,  aged  two  years,  ten  months. 

T/ie 

Massacre  of  Sept^uibcr  ii,  1697. 

Reverend  John  Whiting. 
Daniel  Hudson. 

Joanna  Hudson,  wife  of  Daniel. 

Joanna  IL'dson,  daugliter  of  Daniel,  aged  thirty-seven  years. 
Elizabeth  Hudson,  daughter  of  Daniel,  aged  forty  years. 
Two  children  of  Nathaniel  and  Rebecca  Hudson. 
Ephraim  Ropei . 

Hannah  Roper,  wife  of  Ephraim. 

Elizabetli  Roper,  daughter  of  Ephraim,  aged  fourteen  years. 

John  Scate,  07-  SkcatJi. 

The  vdfe  of  John  Scate. 
^.Joseph  PjAgg,  aged  about  twenty-nine  years. 

The  wife  of  Joseph  Rugg. 

^Three  children  of  Joseph  Rugg. 
'  Hannah  Prescott  Ruug,  widvnv  of  John. 
'  Jonatlian  Fairbank,  aged  thirty-one  years. 

Grace  Fait  bard;,  daughter  of  Jonath.an. 

Jonas  Fairbaaik,  son  of  Jonathan. 


1697  i\oven-iDer 
169S  May 
May 

1702  September 

1703  — 

1704  July 
1704 

1706  September 

1707  — 
171. 


31 


lanu: 


rrv  — 


Eunice,  daughter  of  Reverend  John  Whiting. 
Deacon  Roger  Sumner,  at  Milton. 
Fdiilip  Goss.     ^^Ad/iiljiislraiion  ^ra>ited         26. J 
Ensign  John  ?^^oore.    Unvenfory  Septejnber  23. J 
John  iVboore,  Senior.     S^Nanaipative  zjiii  suorn  to 

j\'ovt:/nber  26. 
Lieutenant  ?\'athan''el  Wilder,  killed  by  Indians, 

aged  fd'ty-four  \ears. 
John  Priest,  Seriior. 
Thomas  Sawyer,  Senior. 

Jasnes  Attierton,  m  Slierbcrri,  a.gcd  eightv-six  yea.rs. 
Captain  Henry  Kerley,  at  Mailborough .  {vl'ill 
proved  'Jujutary  7.] 
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edged. 

THE  FIRST  INNKEEPERS  OF  LANCASTER. 

There  is  no  evidence  t'lat  any  house  here,  previous  to 
the  destruction  of  tiu-  U)\xn  in  1676,  \n  as  devoted  to  the 
accommodation  of  travellers,  or  the  sale  of  drink.  Wlicn- 
ever  Reverend  John  Eliot,  General  Daniel  Gookiii.  anfl 
otlier  ijentlemen  of  tlie  Psav  towns,  were  ca.Hed  hither  bw 
otiLial  duty  c>r  private  business,  they  doubtless  toimd  al) 
doors  liospitaibly  open,  to  tlicm.  Hunililer  tra\'ellers  wore 
but  tew,  and  those  chieily  visiting  friends  and  relatives. 
Th.e  licen.sed  tur  traders  kept  a  smadi  varict}'  of  goods  suit- 
able for  barter  with  the  native  hunters,  including  spiritnous 
liquors,  and  at  hrst  naturally  nioriopoliztjd  cA]  tra.de  in  sucli 
articles.  Thus  tlie  list  of  debtors  in  tlie  inventory  ot 
Thomas  King's  estate,  besides  "  tlie  Indyans,'*  inch  ides 
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many  of  bis  English  neighbors.  By  an  act  of  16S1,  bul 
one  innkeeper  was  pernn'tted  in  eacli  of  tlie  smaller  towns, 
and  license  was  granted  by  the  county  courts  arniually,  on 
a  ceriiljcatc  of  approval  from  tiie  town's  selectmen,  of 
which  tlie  following  are  examples,  from  Middlesex  Court 
Files: 

Lancaster      31*'*  of  March  1600 
These  may  cerlifie  y  lion^d  Court :  or  any  concerned  that  Nathanaell 
Wilder  of  Lancaster  hath  y  approbation  and  consent  of  y'  Selectmen  of 
sd.  Lancaster  for  y*-'  Rcialoini;  of  strong  Drinks  and  keeping  Ordinary  in 
y°  s'-^  Lancaster.       by  order  of  y^^  Selectmen 

John  Houghton  7>:<.7/  C/erk 

To  {  'he  Honyabh'kis  i^Iajiics  Justices  fcr  y-'  Cou7ity  of  Middl- . 

Ma\  it  please  your  Hon'".  That  Whereas  John  White  of  y«  Towne  of 
Lancaster  in  said  County  of  Middlesex  yeoman  is  Desiring  to  obtain  a 
Licence  for  Retailing  Rum  iS:  other  strong  Drink  in  said  Towne  of  Lan- 
caster accordnigly  a|)plyed  liimselfe  to  y'-  Selectmen  of  said  Town  for 
their  approbation,  who  are  Willing  it  may  be  Granted  him  in  case  yo'' 
Hon'''"  se  meet 

Dated  Lan'^':  July  y"  4:  1717. 

John  Houghton 
Nathaniel  Sawvefc  \  Seicct}nen 
Peter  Joslin 


To  the  Hon^abk  his  Majties  Justices  for      County  of  Middle6cx. 

May  it  please  your  Hon-^  that  at  y*^  Recjuest  of  Jonathan  Houghton 
of  Lancaster  in  said  County  of  Middlesex  Yeornan  applying  hiinseife  to  y" 
selectmen  of  said  Towne  for  their  approljation  for  his  Receiving  a  licence 
for  an  Inhoider  in  said  Towne,  we  accordingly  approve  of  y"  same  &  De- 
sire Licence  rnay  be  granted  him 

Selectmen    )  ^'^"^'^^^  ^^^'^^^  Wilder 
\  NATHANiEf.  Sawyer    JosEPti  Wu^dek 

Dated  Jniy  y*^  5:  1717. 

To  the  Hotrable  Justices  for  y^'  County  of  Middlesex. 

These  may  certifie  that  whereas  Mr  David  Whetcomb  of  Lancaster 
hath  apphed  hiniselfe  to  us  the  subscribers  for  our  approbation  tor  his 
selling  strong  Drink  by  Retale  we  accordingly  Request  that  your  Hon^^ 
would  please  to  grant  tlje  same. 
Dated  Lan'-:  Jc.ly  7:  17 17/ 18. 

JOHN  Houghton 
Peter  Joslin        }  Selectmen 
lONAs  Houghton 
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Nathaniel  Yv  ilder  was  the  ilr.st  licensed  for  Retailing  of 
wine,  Beerc,  Ale,  Cyder,  Riim  &c "  in  Lancaster.  His 
liorne  was  a  garrisoned  house  on  the  soutlieast  slope  of 
George  Hill,  in  close  proximity  to  the  site  of  the  Synionds 
&  Kiiii>'  trucking"  house  —  a  t'"act  ]:>erhaps  snrp'estive,  ;is 
tending  to  sliow  that  tlie  cliief  line  of  travel  had  not  m^ile- 
riallv  chan^Tcd  during  fortv  vears,  and  that  the  centr(j  of 
population  in  Lancaster  was  yet  ^^■est  of  tlie  rivers.  He 
remained  the  sole  innholder  until  his  death  in  1704,  and 
his  v;idov/  Mary  [Sawyerl,  granddaughter  of  Joim  Pres- 
cott,  continued  the  business. 

July  10  1705  Widovv  .Mary  Wilder  Adnutted  to  renew  her  License  as 
Inholdcr  for  y"  Tow;i  of  Lancaster  here  Recognized  as  y«  Law  demands 


Simon  Willard  of  Lancaster  Licensed  to  be  an  Lihoider  in  sd  Tov.  n 
havi.ng  entered  into  Recognizance  persuant  to  Law. 

[Middlesex  Court  Records.] 

List  OF  Licensed  Lxnholders  and  Retailers  of  Liquors,  16S5- 

1730,  DEKIVJ.D  FRO.M  THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  MIDDLESEX  Coi'RT 
OF  SeSSIOIsS. 

16S5  to  1704.  Nathaniel  Wilder. 

1 705 .  Widow-  Mary  Wi  Ider,  Bcjijarnin  Bellows  and  Simon  Wiilard . 

lyc/j-j.  Widow  .Mary  Wilder. 

1708.  John  Houghton,  Jr. 

1709-10.  John  Lloughicn,  Sen. 

1711.  john  Hoiigliton  and  jjenjarnin  Bellows. 

1712-13.  Jolin  Houghton. 

1714.  John  Houghton,  and  "John  Fay  living  near  ^Llrlborougll.■'' 

1715.  John  Hoiigliton. 

i/iG.  Hooker  O.^good  and  Jolm  Hoiighcon. 

1717.  John  Houghton,  Hooker  Osgood,  and  John  White. 

171S-19.  Jon.athan  HouglUon,  David  Whitconib,  andSamuel  Willaad. 

1720.  Samuel  Willard  and  David  Whitconib. 

1721  to  '24.  Samuel  Willard  and  Thomas  Carter. 

1725.  Thomas  Carter. 

1726.  Samuel  Willard,  Thomas  Carter,  and  Oliver  Wilder. 

1727  to  '29.  Samuel  Willard,  Thomas  Carter,  John  Wright,  ar.d  Oliver 
Wilder. 

17JO.  Capt.  Samuel  Willard.  Jonathan  Houghton,  Thomas  Car- 
ter, John  Wright,  and  Oliver  Wiklcr. 
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The  location  of  these  tavern-keepers  can  be  cletennined 
approximately  only. 

Bcnjaviiii  JJcIlozus,  havini^"  married  Dorcas,  widow  of" 
Henry  Willard,  lived  on  the  Willard  estate  at  Still  River. 
A  local  it}'  upon  tlie  intervale  near,  yet  retains  the  name 
"Bellows  Hole." 

'^fiisiicc  "yolin  IIoHo'Iitoii  lived  upon  Bridecake  Plain, 
opposite  the  State  Industrial  School  grounds.  His  sons 
John  and  Jonathan  resided  in  the  same  neighborhood.  A 
letter  from  the  pen  of  the  veteran  town  clerk  gi\es  us  a 
glimpse  of  Lancaster  and  its  ta\'ern  in  1715  : 

'lo  Capt  SuDuiel  PJiipps  of  Ckarlstcnune. 

Wortiiy  Sr.  After  my  Humbie  Service  &  Due  Respects  Prcsenled  to 
y'-  Hon'r'ablt  Justices  of  y"  County  of  Midcllesex,  together  with  yoursrl:>:, 
these  are  to  acquaint  you  that  I  ain  under  such  Indisposition  of  Body  that 
I  could  not  attend  this  Last  Session  of  y-  General  Assenibi}",  nor  can  i  as 
yet  Possibly  (v/ith  comfort)  come  to  pay  my  excise  nor  to  Renevv  my 
Licence,  but  I  liave  sent  y-  money  for  y-  last  years  excise  by  Joseph  Bra- 
brook  the  Bearer  fjcreof,  which  I  hope  will  be  to  acceptance  Cc  in  case  yo  '' 
Hon'-  shall  see  cause  that  my  Licence  may  be  continued  I  hope  yod  will 
abate  neer  one  halfe  of  y'^  excise  for  Doubtless  I  have  paid  very  Deare 
considering  what  I  ha\e  Drawue  Compared  v,ith  other  Townes.  1  liad 
but  one  Mogshead  of  Rum  y"  last  yeare  &  that  wanted  about  I2  Gailons 
of  being  full  when  1  bought  it:  &;  it  \x:a\is  severall  Callous  of  being  out 
now  besides  about  10  or  I3  Gallons  Lesit  out,  &  were  it  not  that  I  am  con- 
cerned v/iih  writing  of  Deeds  &  Bonds  &  other  Publique  Concerns  of  y'- 
Tosvn  aiTaires,  wriich  Occasion  Persons  often  to  come  to  my  Mouse,  in 
order  to  signing  &  Issuing  such  things,  I  shotild  not  be  willing  to  be  con- 
cerned with  a  Licence  ;  for  v.diat  Drini<s  I  sell  I  do  it  as  cheap  as  at  Boston 
&  besides  first  cost  I  pa\-  twenty  shillings  pr,  Hugsliead  for  carr}ing  it 
up,  besides  the  Hazard  ;  &:  as  for  Cyder  there  is  none  to  be  had.  nor  like 
to  be  this  yeare  at  any  price,  fruit  is  so  scarce,  &  tor  wine  I  never  sold  5 
Gallons  in  ail  y*^'  yeares  1  have  had  a  licence.  So  that  my  Draught  being 
-SO  Little  (there  being  no  Road  or  throtighfare  for  travilers  through  our 
towne)  I  hope  \-our  Hon''  will  consider  y^'  Premisses  do  therein  as  in 
your  Wisdom  &  Justice  it  shall  seem  meet,  whicli  will  oblldge 
Your  Humble  Servant 
Dat.  Lan''-:  July  y^'  27'!'  17 15.  JofiN  Houghton 

[Middlesex  Court  Fiici.J 


M  A  S  S  A  C  H  U  S  ETTS .    1 643  -1725. 


J-Iookcr  Osgood,  a  saddler  from  Andover,  bought  tlie 
Rowhiiidson  huuls  west  of  the  river,  Nov.  22,  1710,  of 
Pliihp  Cjohs.  ai)d  in  17 14  purchased  the  lot  wliereon  Law- 
rence Waters  had  his  home,  now  the  homestead  of  S.J.  S. 
Vose. 

Capiai)i  John  WJiitc  was  the  noted  Indian--hghter,  asso- 
ciated with  Captain  j^ovewell.  He  lived  upon  the  east  side 
of  the  neck. 

David  Whitcoiih's  lands  ^vere  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
Bolton. 

Ciipiain  Sannicl  W/lIardv  in  1627  purchased  the  lands 
bordering  the  liighway  from  the  Sprague  bridge  to  the 
Penecook  welding  |)]ace.  in  all  seventy-six  acres,  including 
the  Mr^jor  Simon  Willard  home  lot.  the  Edward  P)reck  lot, 
and  the  Nigiit  Pasture.  The  Willard  mansion  near  the 
railroad  crossing  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  him. 

Thomas  Carter  li\'cd  upon  George  Hill,  his  fatlier, 
Samuel,  having  in  168S  purchased  the  Kerley  lands,  now 
in  possessi(^n  of  F,  D.  Tax'lor  and  H.  B.  vStratton. 

Colonel  Oliver  Wihlcr  bouglit  of  h.is  brother  Nathaniel, 
in  1722,  the  Roper  lot,  and  probabh'  lived  near,  if  not  in, 
the  present  house  on  the  hill  just  above  the  George  Hill 
schoul-house. 

TiiC  complaint  in  Justice  Houghton's  letter  of  the  small 
loccd  demand  for  strong  drink  must  not  be  taken  as  a 
measure  of  the  bibulous  propensities  of  our  ancestors. 
The  frequent  mention  of  beer  and  malt  vessels  in  early  in- 
ventories, and  of  orciiards  in  walls,  indicate  th;\t  the  liome 
manuficturc  and  consumption  of  fermented  be\'erages  was 
considerable.  It  mav  be  reasonable  to  conclude  from  the 
abtove  letter,  that  in  olden  time  as  now,  the  apple  crop 
usually  tailed  in  "odd  years."  The  orchards  ot  Lan- 
caster Vv'ere  very  early  t'annous,  and  cider  becanu^  a  pr(  »duct 
of  commercial  imfiortance.  When  in  1734  Captain  Jonas 
Hougluon,  the  Lancaster  surveyor,  was  emploj^ed  by  lae 
proprietors  of  Niche waug  ro  reconstruct  the  road  from 
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Lancaster  along  the  north  side  of  Wachusett,  the  contr<ict 
test,  for  acceptance  of  this  highw?fy  was  that  it  should  be 
so  feasible  ....  as  to  carry  comfortably,  wirh  four  oxen, 
four  barrels  oi  cider  at  once.'' 

In  an  old  niemorandcin  book  of  Judge  Joseph  Wilder's 
is  ''an  aconipt  oi"  Cyder  made  in  the  y"'  17285"''  for  his 
neighbors  : 


Barrels 

61 

XJClijclUljll    VV  lirtUll 

Trie  Wil^'pr 

>  >  i  I4  ^tl  1 1 1  A  J :  \  Ui 

5 

Tohil  Uivol 

I  r 

6 

I  OS  Wheelock 

21 

Joshua  Houghton 

"J 

Ebens  Wilder 

James  Hough  ton 

5 

Chas  Sawyer 

Richard  Wild 

9 

Jonatlian  Houghton 

16 

Ebenezer  Trescot 

Daniel  Rugg 

20  jo 

James  Wilder 

39 

William  Houghton 

J[i3 

WiHiani  Saw}er 

23 

James  Biuler 

^7'i 

Wedow  Rugg 

7)e 

Phillip  Larkin 

2 

616 

THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  LANCASTER. 

Under  the  colonial  charter,  towns  might  legally  choose 
a  non-resident  to  serve  them  as  deputy,  and  Lancaster  did 
this  in  1671  and  1672,  electing  Mr.  Thomas  Brattle,  who  a.t 
that  date  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Boston.  Towns 
having  not  more  tbian  thirty  freemen  were  privileged  to 
be  represented  in  general  court  or  not,  as  they  chose,  and 
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as  each  was  required  to  pay  the  charges  of  its  own  depu- 
ties, the  weaker  settlements  commonly  sent  no  delegates, 
unless  some  local  exigency  made  it  necessary.  In  attempt- 
ing to  eonipk;te  an  accurate  list  of  representatives,  a  curi- 
ous difficulty  is  very  early  met  with.  In  sixteen  years, 
between  16S9  and  1725,  tlic  name  John  liougiiton  appears 
recorded  in  the  manuscript  records  of  the  general  court  as 
deput}"  from  Lancaster,  in  two  only  of  these  (1721  and 
1724)  is  a  distinguishing  title,  ''Esq.,"  added.  The  credit 
of  tliis  long  service  has  heretofore  been  given,  without  ques- 
tion, solely  to  Ju'^tice  Houghton.  There  are  for  this  period 
the  minutes  of  only  two  of  the  town's  representative  elec- 
tions ;  those  of  May,  171S,  and  May,  1724.  These,  how- 
ever, are  enough  to  pro\'e  that  Lieutenant  Jolm  Houghton 
is  entitled  to  receive  some  part  of  the  honor  attributed  to 
his  father.  Justice  John  Houghton.  The  representati\'e 
elected  in  1719  was  "John  Houghton  Jr,"  and  it  might  with 
some  reason  be  inferred  that  the  delegate  of  same  name  in 
1715,  1716,  1717  and  1719  was  the  same  person,  though 
diligent  search  has  not  been  rewarded  with  any  clue  to  aiid 
decision.  Instances  of  the  elected  refusing  to  accept  the 
ofhce  were  not  rare  during  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  it  was  quite  usual  for  the  town  to  ad\'a.nce 
twenty  poup.ds  to  enal>le  their  deputy  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  his  otlicial  dignity,  until  his  stipend  from  the 
Coraraornvcalth  should  become  due. 

The  dntfS  given  are  tb.o^c  of  the  election,  which  was  in  the  month  of  Muy  unti! 
183T,  since  \vhei  it  has  been  in  November,  In  the  years  not  given  the  town  was  not 
represented. 


1671  Thomas  Brattle,  of  Boston. 

1672  Thomas  Brattle,  of  Boston. 


1690  John  Moore.  Sen. 


irj-ji  Ralph  Houghton.  j  John  Houghton. 

1689  Ralph  Ilotighton.  [  \l)€te7iiher  sessional 

[^Court^:  0/  May  ^  a  red  22. '\  \  1692  John  Moore,  Sen. 

John  Moore,  Jr.  ;  John  Houghton. 

[y^-'f"  5  (^'^''^  A^ov.  5.]  ;  1693  John  Houghton. 

John  Moore,  Sen.  \  i6gy  John  Houghton, 

[Djcei'Wcr  sessio/i.j  \  1705  John  Hoiigii ton 
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1706  Jolin  Hoa2,'nton. 

1707  Thoinns  Sa\v}er. 

1708  Tohn  Hou2:nton. 

17 10  Josia'i  V/liircomb. 

171 1  j^.'-n  l]^^.:jAr>n. 

17 12  John  Hou_i;hLon. 

1714  jabez  rairuank. 

1 7 1 5  John  H OIK; h 1 0 n . 

1716  John  Houghton. 

1717  John  Houghton. 

17 iS  John  Houghton,  Jr. 

1719  John  Houghton  (Jr.?) 

1720  Joseph  Vvilder. 

1721  John  Houghton,  Esquiix-. 
Jabez  Fairbank. 

1722  Jabe/  Fairbank. 

1723  Jabez  I'~?iirbank. 

f724  John  Jloughton,  Esquire. 

1725  Deacon  Joseph  Wilder. 

1726  iJe<iC(»u  josejfh  Wilder. 

1727  Captain.  Sanuiel  Willard. 

1728  Deacon  Jo>.iali  White. 

1729  Deacon  Jo.siah  White. 

1730  Deacoii  Jo.- iah  White. 

1 73 1  Deacon  Jo.siah  White. 

[/■/ec/^d  and 

Jame^  Wilder. 

1732  Jonathau,  Houghton. 

1733  James  Keyes. 

1734  Captain  Ephraim  Wilder. 

1735  Captain  Ephraim  Wilder. 

1736  Captain  E;  l;raim  Wilder. 

1737  Captain  Ephraitn  W'ilder. 

^JZIt'i-tcd  and  deLli}ied~\ 
Deacon  Josiah  White. 

\^Ekcii'd  and  declined.'] 
Jabez  Fairbank. 

1738  Jabez  Fairbank. 

1739  Ebenczer  Wilder. 

1740  Colonel  Saiiiuel  Willard. 
I74r  Captain  W  illiam  Richardson. 
1742  Coionei  S;unuel  Willard. 
'743  C'oionel  Samuel  Willard. 
1745  Captain  E}'hraim  Wilder. 
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1745  Capt;>in  Ephraim  Wilder. 

]^EL'cted  a  lid  declined.'] 
Deacon  Josiah  White. 

[Elected  and  declined:] 
Captain  William  FJcbardson. 
J 746  Josej>h  Wilder.  Jr. 

1747  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr. 

1748  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr. 

\_Klecled  and  declhiedl] 

1749  Colonel  Samuel  Willard. 

1750  Captain  William  Richardson. 

1 75 1  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr. 

1752  Joseph-  Wilder,  Jr.  . 

1753  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr. 

1754  Captain  Wiliiani  Richardson. 

1755  David  Wilder. 

1756'  Captain  William  Richardson. 

1757  David  Wilder. 

175S  William  Richardson,  Esquire. 

1759  William  Richardson,  Esquire. 

1760  William  Richardson,  Esquire. 

1 761  WilHani  Richardson,  Esquire. 

1762  David  Wilder. 

1763  David  Wilder.  ,  ;  ' 

1764  David  Wilder. 

1765  David  WUder. 

1766  Asa  Wliitcomb. 

1767  David  Wilder. 

1 7  68  Asa  Whit  comb. 

1769  Asa  Whitcomb. 

1770  Asa  Whitcomb. 

177 1  Asa  Whi'comb. 

1772  Asa  Wiiitcomb, 

1773  Asa  Wldtcomb. 

1774  Captain  Asa  Whitcomb,  . 

1775  Ebenezer  Alien. 
Hezekiah  Gates. 

1776  William  Dunsmoor. 

1777  Willi.trn  Dunsmoor. 

1778  William  Dunsmoor. 
Samuel  Thurston. 

1779  Joseph  Reed,  E.squlre. 

Under  prpsent  constitutio.n ;  tiic 

representation  'oeing  ba5ed  i!p')!i  otio  luin- 
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dred  and  fifty  rat;ihic  polls,  and  tiiree  hun-  j 
dred  and.  seventy  rataf^'e  polls  giving  n  i 
tr-wn  two  repfcscnt-itive J. 

17S0  Captain  WiHir.ni  Putnam. 
ij'Si  William  Dunsmoor. 

1 7 82  John  Sprasiie. 

1783  Johi)  Sprague. 

1784  John  Sprague. 

1755  John  Spragiie. 

1756  Cairtain  Ephraim  Carter,  Jr. 
1787  Michael  N^wha]!. 

]7SS  Michael  Nc^vhall. 

1789  Michael  Newh.all. 

1790  Captain  Epliraini  Carter,  Jr. 

1791  Captain  Ephraim  Carter,  Jr. 

1792  Captain  Ephraim  Carter,  Jr. 

1793  John  Vv'hitinir.  Jr.,  Ivsquire. 

1794  "Hon.  Jc/lin  ST)rae:ue,  Escp" 

1795  John  Spra&iic. 

1796  John  Spragiie. 
T797  Joiin  Sprague. 
1793  John  Sprague. 
1799  John  Sprague. 
1 000  Sarnuel  Ward. 

[jo///i  Spf-a,i:;i!':  Jtavuig  dtclliicd.'\ 
1 80 1  Satiuiel  Ward. 
1S02  William  Stodman. 
1803  Jonathan  Wilder. 
f8o4  Jonathan  Wilder. 
1805  Jonathan  \^'!lder. 
1S06  Jonathan  Wilder,  Esquire. 
Eli  Stearn.s. 

[ Elected  t'.nanhnoHsly . ] 

1807  Eli  Stearn.s. 

1808  Kli  Stearns. 

{^Elected  inian/woi/siv .']  ! 

Jdaas  Lar^e,  Esquire,      do.  \ 

1809  Eli  Stearns.                .  do.  j 
Jonas  Lane,  Esquire.      do.  \ 

18 10  Eli  Stearns.  | 
Colonel  Jonas  Lane. 

iSii  Colonel  Jonas  Lane. 

Major  Jacob  Eisner. 
1812  Colonel  Jorias  Lane.  ■ 


335 


1812  ALajor  Jacob  Fisher. 

18 13  Jacob  Fis'ier,  E.squire. 
Captain  William  Cleveland. 

1814  Captain  William  Cleveland. 
Captain  John  Thurston. 

S^EIected  iDiauifnoiisIy . ] 
i8!5  Captain  William  Clcvehind. 

\_Elextt:ii  imanimouyly 
Captain  John  'i'hurston. 

[^E'.lt'ited  innifih/toudy .'] 
181 6  Captain  John  Thurston. 

Captain  Edward  Goodv/in. 
J817  Captain  John  Thurston. 

Captain  lienjamia  W^inan. 

1818  Captain  Jolii)  Thurston. 

ys/ecicd  a    i  declined.  ] 
Captain  lienjamin  Wyman. 
iVLaior  Solomon  Carter. 

1 8 19  Benjamin  Wyman,  Esquire. 
1 82 1  Jacob  Pdsher,  Esquire. 
1823  Jacob  Fisher,  Esquire. 

1826  Captain  John  Thurston. 

1827  Joseph  Willard,  Fisquire. 
Davis  Whitman,  Esquire. 

1828  Joseph  Willard,  Esquire. 

{Elected  loianivioitsly .') 

1829  Solon  Whiting,  Esquire.  . 

1830  Solon  Whiting,  Esquire. 

Constitutional  Amendntent  X  ratified, 
changing  beginning  of  political  year  froiu 
la.st  Wednesday  in  May  to  first  Wedn.-s- 
day  of  Januaiy,  and  the  elections  to  No- 
vember, 

183 1  Davis  Whitman,  Esquire. 

1832  John  G.  Thurston. 

{^Elected  unanimously  ] 
Ferdinand  Andrews. 

1833  Doctor  George  F)aker. 
Levi  Lewis. 

1834  Anth.ony  Lane. 

{Elected  and  dccUn■^d^ 
James  G.  Carter. 
Deacon  Joel  Wilder. 
1S35  Jam.es  G.  Carter. 
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1835  I^f-'^con  Joel  Wilder. 

1836  James  G.  CaiMer. 

llJcrfetf  ir.ianimou  t-A'.] 

Cr>ns-'t>iii  v!;:f  1  Anicnri'iiiT)^  XT!  ncionf- 
ed.  RepresentaTioii  based  on  ihree  iuui- 
dred  ratable  po.is. 

1837  Silas  Thurston,  Jr.      .  . 

1838  Silas  Thurston,  Jr. 
John  G.  Thurston. 

1S39  Silas  Tinirston,  Jr. 
Jolin  Tliurston. 

Constitutionj!  Ar.!"ridrnent  XI 11  adopt- 
/  cd.    Rcpresent.itio;";   basc-d  upon  twelve 
\\ '  IT) d re d  i !' i i ab i t a  rs t s. 

I040  John  Thurston. 
1841  Jacob  Fisher.  Jr. 
1S42  Johii  ?-J.  Washburn. 

1843  Jt'l^n  M.  Washburn. 

1844  Jacob  Fisher. 

1845  Joel  Wilder,  2d. 

1846  Joel  Wilder,  2d. 
3S47  Ezra  Srovyer. 

1 84 8  L".zra  Sawyer. 
1850  .-\nthony  Laac. 
1S51  Anthon}-  Lane. 


1852  John  (t.  Thur.-^ton. 

1853  Johm  G.  Tlrurston, 

1854  Francis  F.  Hussey. 
I '"'55  John  G.  Thurston. 
1856  James  Ciiilds. 

Constitutional  Araradment  XXT  adopt- 
ed, 1857,  Lruicasti.a-  and  Ciintoii  fcrnii'ic. 
8th  Worcester  I^istrict. 

1858  John  M.  Wasliburn. 
i860  Ur.  J.  L.  S.  Thompson. 
1S62  Dr.  J.  L.  S.  Thompson. 

The  3th  Worcester  District,  1865. 
formed  of  Lancaster,  Boiton  and  Har- 
vard. 

1 868  Jacob  Fislier. 

1869  George  A .  Farker. 
I S70  George  A.  Parker. 
1871  George  A.  Parker. 

The  5th  Worcester  District,  1S75, 
furrned  ot  Lancaster,  Bolton,  Harvard, 
Sterling,  Berlin,  Lunenburg  and  Clinton, 
witii  t'vo  i-epre.sentatives. 

1878  Samuel  R.  J3amon. 
1882  Flenry  S.  Nourse. 


DELEGATES. 

To  the  Provincial  Coagrtsses  of  iy7^\  a  fid  1775  • — William  Dun.s^.iook, 
Asa  WKnco^n:. 

To  tiie  Convention  that  formed  the  State  Const  it  i/t  ion  at  Ca/ndriitre, 
September,  1779: — Willlvm  Duxsivioor,  Efhralm  W^ilder,  Wit.LfAM 

PbTXA.M. 

To  the  Co]LVC)ition  that  ratified  tJie  Constitution  of  the  Urrited  States  : — 
JOIiX  Sl'RAGUE. 

To  the  Cov.ve)ition  for  the  Fteinsion  of  the  State  Constiiution.  in  1S20: — 
Davls  WiiiTMAX,  Major  Jacob  Fisher. 

SENATORS. 

JOFiN  Sfr.aguf.,  1785  to  1786.  James  G.  Carter,  1S37  10  1839. 

CLOSES  S^'.JTif,  5814  to  1816.  JoiiN  G.  Thurston,  1.845. 

Francis  B.  Fay,  1S68. 


MA  SSACHUSETTS.    1643  -  1725. 


337 


EXECUTIVE  COUNCILLORS. 

Major  Simon  Wiij  ard,  Assistant,  1654  to  1676. 
Cai'-j-A):;  ErinAViM  Wildiai.  eieclcd  1735,  cieclined. 
JosEP}!  Wilder,  1735  to  1752. 
William  Sti:d.\l-vn.  iSoj  aiid  1007. 

Abijah  WiLiARD  was  appelated  CoLmciUor  by  writ  of  Mandamus, 
1775- 

PvErRESENTxVnVES  TO  CONGRESS. 

William  Stedman,  1S03  to  iSio. 

General  John  Whiting,  us  candidate  of  the  Jeffersoriiaii  party,  was  Stedman's  oppo- 
nent,   James  G.  Garter  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  in  1847. 

Prentiss  Mellen,  born  in  Lancaster.  1764,  was  V .  S.  Senator  iSj8 
—1820. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

SHERII-TS. 

William  GreexllaF;  1778  to  1788. 
John  Sprague,  17S8  to  179.^ 

CLERK  OF  COUNTY  COURTS. 
William  Stedman,  i 810  and  iS  12  to  18 16. 

COUNTY  TRE  A  SURE  R . 
Jonathan  Houghton,  1731  to  1733. 

ASSLSTANT  JUSTICES  W^ORCESTER  COURT  OF  SESSIONS, 

John  WnnTNG,  March  i,  1808  to  April  20,  1S09. 
Tlmothv  WiiiTiNKi,' November  14,  iSii, 

JUDGE  OF  PROBATE. 
Joseph  Wtlder,  1739  ^757- 

JUDGES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Joseph  Wilder,  June  30,  1731  to  ALirch  29,  1757,  Cliief  Justice. 
Colonel  Samuel  Vvillard.  January  27,  1743,  to  November,  1752. 
Joseph  Wilder,  Jr.,  January  21,  1762,  to  1773. 
John  Spka.gue,  1798  10  lSoo,  Chief  Justice. 
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JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 


John-  Tinker  was  given  special 
Majgi^  Si:-iCN  \Vill.u;d,  b}-  \ 
formed  the  various  duties  of  a  Mag 
John  LIoughtox,  called  jusuLe 

JOSET'H  V/lLDER,  SEN  IOR,  1 727 
BeN'JAMIN  WiL]  ARB,  I73f. 

Colonel  Samuel  WiLLAiiD,  1732. 
Colonel  James  Wilder,  1737. 
Samuel  W'illard,  Jk.,  1743. 
Colonel  Oliver  Wilder,  1714. 
Colonel  Josei'M  Wilder  ,  j  r . ,  j 747 
William  Ricllakdson,  1753. 
Colonel  John  WnTTcr>MB,  1754. 
Colonel  Joseph  Reed,  (?) 
David  Osgood,  1762. 
Colonel  Abijaii  Willaf.d,  1762. 
Tho.ma<^  Wilder,  1762. 
Joshua  Willard,  1762. 
Abel  Willard,  1769. 
1-Evi  Willard,  1772. 
SAjruEL  Wilder,  1772. 
Ezra  Houghion.  1774. 
Dr.  William  Dunsmook, — ? 
John  Si-rague,  1783. 

■  Solon 


aulliority  to  marry,  May  26,  1658. 
irtiie  of  his  office  as  A"si:,iant,  pc 
istrate,  1654-1676. 
beiore  i/iS,  reappoinlt.d  (?)  1729. 
ai-id  17  j!. 

Dr.  Josiah  Wilder,  1788. 
Dr.  Israel  Atherton,  1789, 
Timothy  Whiting,  Jr.,  17S9. 
William  Stedman,  1790. 
Samuel  Ward,  1799.       .  ,  . 
Josiah  Flagg,  1S03. 
Benjamin  Wvman,  1803. 
Joseph  Wales,  1806. 
MeixRick  Rice,  180S. 
MosES  Smith,  Jr.,  1809. 
Paul  Willard,  iSii. 
Major  Jacob  Fisher,  1812. 
Er.EXEZER  Torrey,  1814. 
Edward  Goodv.'in,  18 16. 
John  Stuart,  1S21.  _ 
Jonas  Lane,  1S22. 
Levi  Lewis,  1S23. 
Joseph  Willard,  1823, 
William  Willard,  1825. 
Whiting. 


CORONERS. 


James  Wilder,  1731. 
Oliver  \Vilder,  17  38. 


Joseph  Wilder,  Jr.,  1744. 
David  Wilder,  1747 


William  Richardson,  176: 


THE  CLERKS   OF  LANCASTER. 

The  hrst  pages  of  Lancaster's  oldest  records  are  by  the  hand  of  ^^aster 
John  Tinker,  who  as  scribe  for  the  first  prudential  managers,  copied  some 
earlier  records  frop.i  "the  old  boo'K*'' ;  but  by  whom  that  lost  volume  was 
kept  is  unknown. 

Ralph  FIoughton,  clerk  of  the  writs  165610  1682.  '     -  • 

Cyprian  Steevens,  clerk  of  tiie  writs  1682  to  i686(?). 


MASSACHUSETTS.  1643-1725. 


JOFiX  Houghton,  (son  oi  first  John,)  t 686  to  1725, — 4oj/giirs. 
Jonathan  Houghton,   1726  to  172S  and  1730  to  1736. — D/Vd  in 
office. 

josr.PFi  OsvSOOD,  1729, 
Judge  Joseph  \\''ilder,  Sk.,  1737  to  1743. 
JosKPH  \ViU]:)KR.  Jr.,  174.)  to  1752. 
Abijah  Willard,         arid  1754, 
Colonel  Samuel  Willakd,  1755. 

WiLLLAM  Richardson,  October  8,  1755,  "^'^^  room  of  Sa?n:ii'l  Willard 
ahsciit  on  his  luojesties  st'r7'i<:e.^' 

Levi  ^,V^.LARD,  173610  1760  and  1761  to  1769. 

Aeel  Wh.lard,  1760,  ''1)1  place  of  Levi  IVi'lard goi?!g  out  of  touni."' 

Daniel  Ror.BiNS,  1770,  1772,  1773,  1775  and  1776. 

Captaln  Samuel  Ward,  1771,  1774  and  17S2  to  17S7, 

Colonel  Vv^illia-m  Greenleaf,  1777,  1779,  1781. 

Nathaniel  Beaman,  September,  1777  to  May  1778. 

Cyrus  Fairbank,  May,  1778. 

Dr.  Josl\h  Leavitt,  17S0  to  May,  1781. 

Cor.ONEr,  ED:>njND  Heard,  17SS  to  1790. 

Joseph  Wales,  1791  to  1794. 

Wjlll-vm  Stedman.  1795  to  1800. 

Joslah  Plagg,  1801  to  1835,  except  1828,-34  vt;^7;\>\ 

Major  Jacob  Fisher,  1828. 

Joseph  W.  Huntington,  1836  and  1S37. 

John  G.  Thurston,  1838  to  1853, 

MATT'riKW  F.  Woods,  1853.    Died  in  office. 

Francis  F.  Hussey,  1S53  to  1S55. 

William  A.  FvILbourn,  1874. 

Dr.  J.  L.  S.  Thompson,  1856  to  present  time,  except  1874. 


PROPRIETARY  CLERKS. 

Ralph  Houghton  and  John  Houghton,  probably  to  1716- 

Jose.^h  Wji.der,  T7i6to  1757.    Died  in  offue. 

Caleb  Wilder,  1757  to  1776.    Died  in  office, 

Luke  Wilder,  1777  to  1779.    Died  in  office. 

JosiAH  Wilder,  1780  to  17SS.    Died  in  office. 

Dea<^on  Cyrus  Fairbank,  17S8  to  1800.    Died  in  office. 

Lenjamin  Wyman,  1 80 1  to  1S26.    Died  in  office. 

j\L-\j0R  Jacob  Fisher,  1832.    Died  in  office. 

Solon  Whiting. 
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THE  MINISTERS  OF  LANCASTER. 


FIRST  CHURCH. 

Nathaniel  Norckoss,  son  of  Jeremia!)  of  Waterto^Au;  bom  in  Eng- 
land; giauuaie  of  Canilji-uiire  Lniversiiy,  1637;  chosen  '  niinister  of  the 
Nashaway  PJantation,  i6-j4,  but  returned  to  Englaud,  1646. 

josKPH  RowLANDSOX,  son  of  ThoHias  of  Ipswich  ;  born  in  England, 
163.1  or  1632;  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1652;  began  preaching  in 
Lancaster,  1654;  ordained,  1660.  April,  1677  he  was  settled  as  colleague 
of  F.everend  Gershoni  Bidkeley  at  V/ethcrj^'ield,  Ct.,  and  there  died, 
November  24,  1678. 

The  first  meeting-house,  built  probably  in  1654,  was  near  the  parsonage,  and 
crowned  the  highest  pa^t  of  the  grounds  now  called  the  "niiddie  cemr.-tery." 

Samijel  Cartek,  eldest  son  of  Reverend  Thoinas  Carter  of  Woburn; 
born  August  8,  1G40;  graduate  of  fLarvard  College,  1660;  boug'st  land 
and  resided  on  George  tliil,  16S8  or  earlier,  and  supplied  the  Lancaster 
pulpit  teniporarily  between  1680  and  1688.  He  removed  to  Groton,  and 
died  there,  1693. 

EinvARi)  Oakes,  son  of  Urian,  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1679, 
preached  temporarily  in  Lancaster;  afterwards  in  New  London,  Ct. 

]ous  Di:NfSON,  son  of  John  of  Ipswich,  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege, 1684,  occupied  the  Lancaster  pulpit  for  a  tin^e.  He  was  settled  as 
colleague  with  Rev.  William  Hubbard  at  Ipswich,  and  died  16S9. 

WiLiJAM  VVooi>KOP,  a  non-conforming  clergyman  driven  from  his 
church  in  England,  1662,  pieached  ia  Lancaster,  and  Cotton  Mather 
reco'  dcd  b.im  in  the  Mag/ialia  as  minister  here.  He  returned  to  Flngland 
July  12,  1687. 

The  first  meeting-house  was  "burned  by  the  enemy,"  after  the  abandonment  ot  the 
town  in  1676.    'The  seeond  was  built  up'.-)n  the  same  site  ah>out  1684. 

JofiN  Whiting,  son  of  Reverend  Snrnuel  of  Biilerica,  born  1664; 
graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1685;  began  preaching  in  Lancaster,  Febru- 
ary, 1688;  was  ordained  December  3,  1690,  and  slain  by  Indians,  Sep- 
tember II,  1697. 

Mr.  Jones  w^as  invited  to  settle  in  Lancaster,  but  some  obstacle  arose 
to  pi-event  ordination.  Tliis  was  probably  John,  son  of  Williaivi  Jones 
of  New  Haven,  born  October  4,  1667;  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1690; 
drowned  January  28,  1719,  in  Nev/  Haven  harbor. 

John  Robinson,  son  of  Samniei  of  Dorchester,  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  ic/93,  for  a  tln<e  filled  tlie  Lancaster  pulpit.  He  w^as  settled  at 
Daxbury,  1702,  and  died,  1745. 
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Samufi.  Whitman,  gradm.te  of  Harvard  College,  1696.  preached  iiero 
a  v/hile;  was  afierwards  teacher  and  minister  at  Salem,  and  died,  1751. 

A'XDREV;'  GAK'XN'rr;,  son  of  Captain  Andrew,  born  in  Hrooklinc.  1674; 
graduate  of  1 1  a  -  vard  Colicge,  i6<^6;  began  preach  ia,^  in  Lancaster  May, 
1701,  and  was  soon  to  be  ordained  v/hen  accidentally  killed  by  Sanuiel 
Prescott,  tJcvober  20,  1704. 

}i:Iy  31,  1704,  the  second  meeting-house  was  banied  in  an  p,5sault  by  tho  French 
and  Indians.  The  third  was  built  on  the  Old  Common,  opposite  the  burial  ground- 
1706. 

John'  Prentice,  son  of  'i'homas.  born  atNcvy  tou,  1682;  graduated  a,t 
Har\  ard  Col'e.£:e,  1700;  began  preaching  at  Lancaster,  1705  ;  was  ordained 
March  29,  1708,  and  died  January  6,  1748. 

In  1742-3  two  me.Hinr-houses  were  bui't;  that  of  the  first  precinct  on  Sch.oo!- 
house  Hill,  ne-uly  in  front  of  the  residence  of  Solon  Wilder;  that  of  the  second,  or 
Woonksechocksetl  precinct,  "near  Ridge  Hill." 

Coj'TON  Brows,  son  of  Ileverend  John  of  Haverhill,  graduate  of 
Harvard  College,  1743,  v;as  invited  to  settle  in  Lancaster  February  20, 
174?.,  bvi.i  became  pastor  of  the  Brookline  church  October  6,  1748,  and 
died  April  13.  1751. 

Benjamin  Stevens,  son  of  Reverend  Joseoli  of  Charlestown,  born 
1720,  graduate  of  Harvard  College.  i7.-io,  preached  here  as  a  candidate. 
He  settled  at  Kittery;  becanic  S.  T.  D.,  1785;  died  May  18,  1791. 

Willi A^;  Lav/kenck,  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1743,  ^^''-''■^  '^^^  ^- 
candidate  for  the  Lancaster  pulpit.    He  died,  1780. 

Stephen  Frost,  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1739,  mastei  of 
the  Lancaster  Grammar  School,  1 740-1744,  and  preached  temporarily, 
but  was  never  ordained;  died,  1749. 

Timothy  PL\rkington,  born  in  Waltharn,  February  10,  1716:  graduate 
of  Harvard  College,  1737;  pastor  in  Swansey,  N.  H.;  was  installed  at 
La.ncaster  November  6,  174S  ;  died  Decen-iber  i8,  1795. 

Alden  Pd^ADFORD,  born  in  Duxbury,  1765,  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, 17S6,  tcm.porarily  supplied  ihe  pulpit  in  1791  ;  settled  at  Wiscasset, 
Me.  LL.  1).,  1S37  ;  S.  H.  S.  ;  secretary  of  state,  1812-1S24,  etc,; 
died,  1S43. 

T.^LJkDoia  s  Mason  Harris,  son  of  William,  born  at  Charlestown.  July 
7.  1768,  resident  of  Chocksett  during  the  Revolution,  graduate  of  Harvard- 
College,  17S7,  supplied  the  pulpit  for  sonie  tim.e,  1791-2.  S.  T.  D.,  A. 
A.  vS.,  etc.;  died,  1842. 

Danlel  Clariv  Sanders,  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1788,  pieached 
as  a  candidate.  S.  T.  D.,  1S09;  President  of  Burlington  College; 
died,  1850, 
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Joseph  Davis,  son  of  Simon  of  Concord;  born,  1720;  graduate  of 
Harvard  College,  1740:  pastor  in  Holden.  1744.-1774,  preached  tempor- 
^ii\y  it>  Lancaster.    He  died  .March  4,  1799. 

Nathaniel  T:iay]c!<,  s^li  of  Reverend  Ebenezer,  born  in  Hanipiori, 
N.  H.,  July  II,  1769,  p-aduate  of  Harvard  College,  1789,  v, as  ordained 
colleague  pastor  in  Lancaster,  October  9,  1793;  S.  T,  D.,  1817;  died 
June  23,  1840, 

The  corner  stone,  of  ihc  brick  church  was  laid  July  9,  i8i5,  and  the  ijuilding  dedi- 
cated January  i,  1817. 

Edmt'^vf^  Hamilton  Sears,  born  in  Sandisfield  April  6,  18 10,  gradu- 
ate of  Union  College,  1834,  of  Harvard  Divinity  School,  1837,  pastor  in 
Wayland,  1S37-40;  was  installed  at  Lancaster,  December  23,  1840,  and 
resigned  because  of  ill  health,  April,  1847;  S.  T.  D.,  1S71,  S.  H.  S.; 
died  at  Weston,  January  16,  1876. 

George  Murillo  Bartol,  born  in  Freeport,  Maine,  Septenii)er  18, 
1820;  graduate  of  Brown  University,  1842,  and  of  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  1S45  i  '•^''-is  ordained  August  4,  1S47. 

SECOND   PRECINCT  CHURCH. 

Setoff  'Mich  Sterling,  lySi. 

The  first  service  in  tiie  meeting-house  3.t  vChocksctt  wcis  heM  Noveinber  2S,  1742, 
I'here  had  been  "r;eighboi  hood  meetings"  several  years  earlier.  Reverend  Jolm  Pren- 
tice records  a  t)rip(isni  there,  May,  1738,  by  Reverend  Job  Gushing  of  Sla-ewsbury,  he 
having  "chanjjed  uitti  Mr.  Bro^vn,"  This  was  probably  Josiah  Brovvn,  graduate  of 
Harvard  College,  1736,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Pienti'^e, —  as  also  was  Mr.  Gushing. 

John  Mellkn,  born  in  Hopkintcn,  March  14,  1722,  graduate  of  Har- 
vard College,  1741,  was  pastor  from  December  19,  1744,  to  December  14, 
1778.  February  11,  1784,  be  was  installed  at  Hanover,  Mass.,  ar.d  died 
in  Reading,  July  ,3,  1G07. 

Reuben  Holcomive,  graduate  of  Yale  College,  1774.  was  ordained 
June  2,  1779,  continued  pastor  in  Sterling  until  181 5,  and  died,  1826. 

FIRST  UNIVERSALIST  CHURCH. 

Organized  April  j,  iSjS. 

^\:<¥\J^  S.  Poi'E,  boru  in  Stoughton,  April  2,  1S09;  studied  theology 
with  Sylvanus  Cobb,  D.  D..  1833;  settled  in  Milford,  Sterling  and  Hyan- 
nis,  dying  at  the  place  last  named,  June  5,  18S2  ;  preached  in  Lancaster 
as  occasion  otYered,  1838. 

James  S.  Falmek,  born  in  Brooklyn,  Pennsylvania,  January  24,  1815, 
preached  six  monlhs,  beginning  May,  1839;  "^v/  of  ALansfield,  Pcna. 


MASSACHUSETTS.    1643- 1725. 


Lucius  Robinson  Paige,  born  iu  IJardwick,  March  S,  1802,  supplied 
the  pulpit  during  1840,  meetings  being  iield  in  the  Acadeniy  and  town 
hiil.  S.  T.  D.,  iS6f.  Author  of  a  Commentary  on  tiie  New  Testa- 
ment, etc.,  etc. 

John  Harriman,  preached  in  Lancaster,  1841-3. 

Benjamin  Whittemork,  born  in  Lancaster,  Aiay  3,  iSoi,  son  of 
Nathaniel;  educated  at  Lancaster  and  Lawrence  Academies;  studied 
theology  with  Hosea  Ballou.  He  was  pastor  here,  iS43toi854;  S  T. 
D.,  1867;  died  April  26,  1S81,  in  Boston. 

A  meeting-house  was  built  in  South  Lancaster,  and  rledicated  April  26,  1348. 
Services  were  discontinued,  1055,  and  tiic  nieOiing-lKJUse  was  sold  to  Cue  =Ldt  for 
the  Gir's'  Industrial  School,  1858. 

FIRST  f:VANGELICAL  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

This  society  N\as  oig.^.nized  February  22,  1839,  at  (he  house  of  Reverend  Asa  Pack- 
ard.   The  meeting  house  was  dedicated  December  i,  .1841;  enlarged,  1S6S. 

Charles  Packard,  son  of  Reverend  Hezekiali ;  born  at  Chelmsford, 
April  12,  1801  ;  graduated  at  Bovvdoin  College.  1817;  ordained  at  Lan- 
caster, January  i,  1840  ;•  resigned  to  accept  pastorate  of  .Second  Congre- 
gational chiirch  ill  Canibridgeport,  1S54:  died  at  Biddeford,  Maine, 
February  17,  1864. 

Fr.-vnklin  Bradley  Doe,  born  in  Highgate,  Vermont,  Decenjber  5, 
1827  ;  graduate  of  Amherst  College,  1851,  and  of  the  Ban.gor  Theological 
Seminary,  1S54;  ordained  in  Lancaster,  Octoi:er  19.  1S54;  resigned  to 
accept  pastorate  in  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  September  24,  1858.  Superin- 
tendent of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  for  the  Southwest.- 

John  Edwards  Todd,  graduate  of  Yale,  1855,  was  invited  to  become 
pastor  over  the  church,  May  3,  1859,  but  declined.  Pastor  of  Church  of 
the  Redeemer,  Nc'«v  ifaven,  and  D.  D. 

Sylvanus  Cobb  Kendall,  graduate  of  Amherst  College,  1849,  and 
of  Andovcr  Theologic.d  Seminary,  1S52;  was  invited  to  settle,  Decend,)er 
13,  1859,  but  declined. 

A.MOS  Edward  Lawrence,  born  at  Geneseo,  N,  Y.,  June  25,  1812; 
graduated  at  Yale  College,  1840,  and  the  New  Yor;:  Llnion  Theological 
Seminary,  1843;  installed  at  Lancaster,  October  10,  i860;  resigncl, 
Mai-ch  6,  1864. 

George  Roswell  Leavitt,  born  in  Lowell.  June  7,  1838;  graduated 
at  Williams  College,  1S60,  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  iS6~; 
ordained  in  Lancaster,  March  29,  1865  ;  resigned  in  1870  to  accept  pastor- 
ate of  Stearns  Chapel  in  Cambridgeport. 
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Abijah  Perkins  .Marvin,  born  in  Lyme,  Ct.,  February  i,  iSij;  grad- 
uated at  Trinity  College  in  1839,  and  Yale  Theological  Senrlnary,  1842; 
pastor  at  \V''inch'::Rdon,  1844-1866.  In  1870  began  preaciiing  at  Lan- 
caster; instalieu  May  i,  [S72:  a.-~ked  disiriission  vSeutein!)er  12,  J875. 

HexN'RY  Clinton  Fay,  graduate  of  Amherst  College,  1851,  tempora- 
rily supplied  tlie  pulpit,  iZ}G. 

Marcus  Ames  was  acting  pastor  one  year,  beginning  April,  1S77. 

William  DeLoss  Love,  Jr.,  born  in  New  Haven,  Ct.,  November  29, 
1831;  graduated  at  Hamilton  College,  1 S73,  and  at  Andover  Tlieological 
Seminary,  1S78;  ordained  at  Lancaster,  September  iS,  1S7S;  ashed  dis- 
mission July,  1 88 1. 

Darius  Augustine  Nevv^ton,  born  October  i,  1855,  at  Westborough  ; 
graduate  of  Amherst  College,  1S79,  ^'^^^  Andover  Theological  Semin- 
ary, 1882;  ordained  September  21,  18S2. 

SECOND  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH. 

This  Society  was  organized  November  14,  1S4J,,  in  the  village  of  Lancaster  called 
CHntonville,  which  was  set  off  as  the  tov.n  of  Ciiiitou,  Tviarch,  1850. 

Joseph  Mvron  Rensselaer  Eaton,  born  October  14,  1S14.  in  Fitch- 
burg;  graduated  at  Amherst  College,  1841,  and  at  Andover  Theological 
Seminary,  1844;  ordained  January  9,  1845;  dismissed  April  ii,  1847. 

W.  H.  Corning,  ordained  December  8,  1847;  dismissed  October 
2,  1851  

FIRST  BAPTIST  SOCIETY. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1S47,  in  that  part  of  Lancaster  which  became  Clin- 
ton, A.  D.  1850. 

Charles  Manning  Bowers,  born  in  Boston,  January  10.  1814; 
graduated  at  Brown  University,  1838,  and  Newton  Theological  School, 
1840.    D.  D.,  1871.    Pastor  of  church  from  its  organization. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

The  Chapel  was  consecrated  July  12,  1873. 

Father  Richard  J.  Patterson,  born  in  Ireland,  1836,  graduated  at 
the  College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Worcester,  1863,  and  Grand  Seminary, 
Montreal;  ordained  priest  December  22,  1866. 
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NEW  JERUSALEM  CHURCH. 

This  Socio*;.-  was  forrnally  organized  JaTuuiry  29,  1876.  Neighborhnod  n).;p'ings 
wci'f  lu'id,  ]]■''■'.  .v^i,  as  early  as  1830.  and,  witVi  several  intervals  of  cliscontir.u  !!k-,% 
u::iiU  iL'c  ^ '■:■'./ ^\ From  X:jj  ii:"  Sunday  rn-j^'ii-'g-.  v,  ere  in  an  antc-i"nr.;n  -d  di'^ 
town  hai!,  and  at  certain  seasons  the  puipit  was  supplied  by  one  of  the  three  foi lowing 
clcrg'-men  : 

James  Reed,  pastor  of  tlie  Boston  Society;  born  In  Boston,  June  8, 
1834;  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  1855. 

Abiel  Siever,  pastor  of  lioston  Highlr^nds  society;  born  in  Hopkin- 
ton,  New  Hampshire,  April  3,  1795;  accidentally  drowned  in  Boston, 
March  27,  iSSi. 

joSEPE'  Pettee,  presiding  minister  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  ; 
born  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  March  14,  1S09;  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, 1833. 

Richard  Ward  was  called  as  pastor  in  April,  iSSo,  and  installed 
December  i,  rSSi  ;  born  in  Sanbornton, — now  Franklin, —  New  Hamp- 
shire, May  8,  1819. 

The  chapcd  was  built  in  1S81,  and  dedicated  December  i  of  that  year. 
SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTIST  CHl'RCH. 

Organized  1S04. 

Stephen  Nelson  Haskeel.  bom  in  Oakham,  Mass.,  April  22,  1834; 
ordained  Elder,  August  1S70. 

D0R.ES  Alonzo  ROBEVSON,  born  in  Brighton.  New  Brunswick,  Janu- 
ary 5,  1S4S;  ordained  Eider,  August  28,  1876. 

The  meeting-house  was  dedicated  May  5,  iSjS. 

POSTMASTERS. 

The  establishment  of  the  first  post-oftice  in  Lancaster  dates  from  April 
I,  1795.  The  second  was  granted  March  3,  1853,  and  called  So'it/:  L.di- 
caster,  the  post-ortice  department  objecting  to  jVe-iu  Boston,  the  old  jiame 
of  the  village.  The  following  is  an  oftlcial  list  of  the  postmasters,  with 
their  dates  of  appointment : — 

Joseph  Wales,  April  1,  1795. 
Tlmothy  Whiting,  July  25,  1803. 
Nathanif.e  Rand,  March  1S25. 
Joseph  W.  Huntinc^ton,  December  19,  1832. 
NATh'ANiEE  RANi),  Decc^aber  27,  18^4. 
HuMPiiREV  Bakrett,  September  5,  1849, 
Nathaniel  Rand,  September  6,  1853. 
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CHRiSTorjiEii  A.  Raxd,  August  31,  1854. 
Christopher  A.  Pollard,  July  25,  1855. 
Danfortm  Lawrence,  December  24,  1856. 
HiJ.MPHRF.v  Barrett   August  i.  1S61. 
Solon  Welder,  March  5,  1SS4. 

SOUTH  LANCASTER. 

Wilder  S,  Tl'urston,  March  3,  1853. 
Edwarl>  J.  Crossalan,  September  19,  1853. 
Stevens  H.  Turner,  rvlovember  28,  1853. 
Andrew  J.  Bancroft,  February  7,  1857. 
Carter  Wilder,  Deceraber3i,  i36r. 
Aaron  Wtldk!-',  Septembei  22,  1S63. 
Daniel  M.  Howard,  February  9,  1S66. 
Thomas  E.  Bcrdett,  April  14,  1873. 
Louis  J.  Blrt^ett,  January  i3,  1S75. 
William  G.  Wilder,  December  8,  1875.  ■ 
Henry  F.  Hosmer,  March  7,  jS8i. 


GEOGRAPHICAL  POSITION  OF  LANCASTER. 

The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  station  nearest  to 
Lancaster  is  that  upon  Wachusett  Mountain.  By  the  ?>Iassachusetts 
Trigonometrical  Survey,  the  spire  of  ttie  Brick  Church  in  Lancaster  v.as 
determined  to  be  eleven  and  sixteen  irandredths  miles  distant  from  that 
station,  and  2'. .00, 91"  south,  and  12'. .49, 71''  east  of  it.  Froni  these 
data  the  Ulnited  States  Coast  Survey  iocates  "Lancaster  Church'"  iri 
42''. .27' ..19,90' '  north  latitude,  and  71"-'. .40'. .24, 27"  longitude  west  of 
Greenwich. 

The  elevation  above  the  sea  level  of  the  floor  of  the  porch  to  tlie  Brick 
Churcli  is  three  hundred  and  eight  and  one-half  feet,  as  obtained  by 
extension  of  the  levels  of  the  Worcester  and  Nashua  Railroad. 
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209. 

Joshua,  143,  190,  253,  306,  314. 
Simon.  240,  243. 
Attack  upon  Lancaster,  1675,  98. 

1676,  'lOO. 

1692,  130. 
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Beer,  153,  329,  ^3-. 
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Berwick,  226. 
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Bitfield.  Sannioi.  13. 
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Joseph, 216,  221. 
Boc  ore,  40. 

Bolton,  42,  142,  145,  192,  229,  243,  206,  306. 
336. 

Bond,  Corporal  W  '..liain,  120. 
Booeore,  Monsieur,  146. 
Book  of  Estrays. 

of  Lands,  6.  83,  24.5,  247,  273. 

of  Psalms.  30S. 

of  Roads,  6. 
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33S. 

Booker,  John,  177, 
Books.  134. 
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300. 

Br:ghain,  joric-alian,  167. 

"Samuel,  166. 
Brin^mead,  [AV:v-^.^  \V;iUcm\,  126. 
Brm.inaH,  William,  237. 
Brookneld,  ij,  17,  sio,  3ao,  301. 
Brook,  Bare  Hill,  1 02. 

Beman 303. 

Canoe,  154. 

Dean's,  Da./es,  82,  133,  212,  290, 

293. -93. 
"'all,  2i( 


Four-Uiiie, 

G:>odridge,  02,  133,  2x2,  290. 
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Kerley's,  203,  303. 
Mill,  32. 
Monipneh  219. 
Keesonkeeg'.  223. 
Parker's,  230. 
Pluma.rees,  34. 

Quasaponikia,  Bonikiu,  7:..  104, 

239. 
Ri-bv.  196. 
Ro;;er's.  61.  273,  27S. 
Wuehuiett,  2^9. 
Wata^.pai'Jock,  i58. 
West-pond,  2ti. 

W'lekapekc  l  1S9,  IQO,  103, 196,  203, 
20;,  2.:.3,  206,  218,  220,  2S6. 

Wiekapiiasec,  21S. 
Brooks,  Euniee.  i23,  283. 
Broughion,  E>i\vard,  202,  207. 
Brovvii,  /M'Tcv.'./,  Bo  iz,  128. 

Reverend  Cotton,  341. 

Ebeue/.er,  229. 

Josiah,  342. 

CaptaiTi  Thomas,  133,  136,  133, 

144,  13'-'.  1'^.  -t^^T- 
Bruee,  Thoma-,  213. 
Buekriiinsfer.  Thotaas,  213. 
Baikeley,  Reverend  GersLiont,  1 19, 301  340. 

Peier,  122. 
E^arbeen  BcrV.:an,:^  Mary.  313,  321. 
fiurdett,  Louis  [.,  3.a3. 

d'honue-  }.'..,  346. 
Burning  v.oods,  3  i. 
Bitrt,  Bunk,  Phiucas,  244. 
Rlciiard,  230,  239. 
Thomas.  237. 
Burying  Ground,  Pjolton.  306. 
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Burying  GrounJ,  Old  Coinmon,  164,  305, 
34  i  ■ 

the  o!d,  55,  3  S3,  -30.1,  r-73, 
wj?.,  «7v.  :.vv.  S^-'^'- 
Ba;h.  jul.n,  --S,  C71.  303.  325. 

Butl'iT,  jaiiio,  7-":,  77,  79,  144,  182,  204,  248, 
293.  301.  3^H.  3^5.  33^- 

By-L-^r\v5  of 'Lai'.caster,  171. 

pALEF,  Robert,  quoted,  307. 

^    CaUcott,  Richard,  iiy. 

Cambridge,  12,  17,  lo,  10,73,  101,110,  iii, 

i  ?^';  267,  :'68,  -:bo,  ;>Sr,  300,  3T0,  311,322, 

323.  326,  340. 
Canada  cxpi.'uitioa  of  Sir  Wrn.  Pi!i[")3,  127, 

293- 

Canoe,  Coinco,  Brook,  13.4. 
Cape  Porpus.  242. 

Captivrs,  Lists  of,  105,  131,  133.  136. 

Ransuiji  C't,  iL.y,  131,  136. 
Captivity,  Mrs,  Ruw.andsua's  isarrative 
ot,  90,  J  02, 

Carts  and  cartways,  22,  59,  107,  joS,  204, 

261,  305. 
Caiter,  Ephraira,  190. 

Capiiu'n  Ejihrai;-;!,  Jr.,  335. 

Jan^o^,  Gor.ion,  335,  33O,  337. 

[ohn,  14.1,  152.  154,  265,  280. 

Reverend  S.aauel,  24,123,  196,  285, 

Sanm.el,  Ji.,  I4I,  144,  152,  182,  1S3, 
I9_>.  19'',  202,  203,  204,  20S,  2S5, 

IVfajvr  So^iiDon,  335. 

'{"hornas,  187,  i&S,  207,  28^,  329, 


Carter's  Mi:;: 
Case.  Ah-.  >; 
Cashing  . 
Cateciii^m,  b 
Caiecuni.uou 
Caitle  riMiidn 
Centre  ol  (be 
Ceilavy,  = 
Ciianibetiaa-, 


I,  T45,  290. 

^•?9.  303- 
I,  171. 


Cnambiy  Fviver,  r;-;. 
C*virnpnev,  iJariiet,  iiq. 

Chandaa-;!.;;!--  day  _3'f.,  -22. 

Chapin,  Abi'J,  230,  239. 
Cjui:le-s!w',-.  19  32,  1.09,  251,  256,  261,  272, 
23o,  294,  29<.  30.:.,  303,3./;,  3U.  321.  3-3. 
.„3-2i.  3-5-  3I-- 

Cr.eaiiSt'ord,  48,  98,  109,  1,30,  221,  2  '2,  321. 
343- 

C'lenaat  \\\\,  220. 

Cla^sqaonopo!^  J'ond,  70. 

Chii.i.  I»oei..r'RoherT;Tr,  14,  23. 

Cianis  Jai.ses.  336. 

Chur.ncv..  aneiei.t.  57..  c-yO. 

C.hocicseti,  Choxci,  :>ec  l\ </-.>nk:icchocksett. 


Christian,  a  A/foIiawk,  225,  233. 
Cliaridi.  David,  177. 
Churtdi,  Covenant  of,  169. 

L.tiids  01,  27,  29,  45,  J56,  jR^>,  2S3, 
296. 

IMentbcrs  of  ir,  1708,  170. 

Records  ol,  6,  109. 
Churches  of  Laiic;i5ter,  list  of,  340,  et  seq. 
Cider.  1^.3,  ic;4,  ^20,  3-:!i,  35,2. 
Ciliev,  i",.  G.,  291. 
Clamshell  tv.nd,  298. 
Clap,  Rrjger,  73. 
Clapl)oard.--.  57. 

Clarke,  I  high,  iafoimatiori  of,  107. 

'I  honiP..-.,  33= 
Clergymen  of  Lancaster,  list  of,  340,  ct  scq. 
Clerks  of  the  writs,  48,  53,  77,  84,272,  23?, 
312. 

proprietors',  h'st  of,  339. 

town,  list  of,  33-;. 
Cleveland,  Captain  Wiiiiam,  335. 
Ciinion,  82,  14-,  180,  245,276,277,293,208, 
336. 

Clothes,  iron,  284. 
Cobb,  Sylvanus,  D.  D.,  342. 
Cobbitt,  Reverend  1  honias,  quoted,  114, 
116. 

Cocheco,  \Do-Jcr,  N.  //.,]  116,  226,  230, 
233- 

Cofrhi,  C.ofyn,  Lieutenant  Peter,  115. 
Cohassea  Fails,  ^Goff  's  Fa/h,A'.IL:\  -229. 
Cold  Spring,  145,  301,  304. 
Collins,  Daaiel,  2.14. 

Edward,  310. 
Combs,  Conies,  Jonatfa'.n,  216,  236,  239, 
Committee  to  order  town  ai^airs,  appoint- 
ed, 50. 

Committee,  tlv;,  v/ithdraw,  78. 

of  }-'ui)iieatioii,  3,  4,  327, 
Commons,  6,  20,  41.  53,  82,  83,  J71.  178, 

180,  xSt. 
Concord  higluvay,  45,  12S,  249. 
Concord,  21,  4-8,  49,  ici,  107,  109,  uo,  i-;.4, 

119,  127,  154.  272,  270,  279,  2S8.  3:)4.32i, 

325.  342. 

Connecticut,  nev/  way  to.  16,  73,  91. 
Connecticut  River,  227,  232,  236 
Constables,  22,  24,  26,  40,  84, 124,  loS,  i3i, 

187,  202,  207. 
Contoeook,  Contockock,  River,  231,  233. 

233,  239. 
Contract.  Ptescott's  c.-irn-miii,  32. 

Prcscolt's  sa-.\  -mil!,  72. 
Controversies,  scu'ied  by  arbitratie-n,  2?. 
Convvay,  aiias  Peier  'i'atatiqamca,  iii. 
Converse,  Captain  feaaes,  13&,  102. 

Josiah.  165. 
Cook,  Alice.  126. 
Coos,  Cohn-se,  224,  227, 
Corey,  Benjamin,  243. 
}acol),  229. 
josiah,  2.>.|.. 
Coming,  Reverend  Willi, im  PL,  344. 
Coronaas,  iist  o;,  338. 
Corouei'^  ihi.|U^.-st,  121,  130. 
Cor-.vin,  Georg",  91. 
Coulter,  Wiiiiam  J.,  2, 
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Councillors.  337. 
County  oftic'-r:^,  337. 

Courser,  Ov s^r,  Avchelau.s,  Arculea';,  122, 
^         3^..  J^o,  520,  333^  3-3. 

Co>->'r!a!'^f  '/■!'  Ci-iT.  i^ij. 

or  first  pi.i'Ucrs,  27. 

of  nroprietors  of  new  grant,  173. 
Cov,--;..  n,  -1." 

Ccvdciil,   C.'/'X?//,   Tohn,  10,  13.  75,  7q, 

246,  375.  -77,  2;;^.  309. 
Crocker,  Lrcaunain,  Rcbe'..ca,  2S7. 
Cros'v,  Rol.i'Tt,  '6-,. 
Crossmrji,  l'M.vard  J.,  346. 
Croiich,  J.-;'r;.ahan,  209,  210. 
Crow  Hiii,  220. 
Cunsbery  iniervri 'c^,  iS.... 
Cuinr.iin:;;s,  r/i  W.v;.!,  F'"t)eiiezer,  216. 

Wi'MLun,  222. 
Cushin,^:,  F^.-verend  fob,  342. 
Cuiumpe  i  Vwid,  230,  23'),  240,  241. 
Cuticr,  Kanos,  io;.[5. 
CiitshanK'Cjuii'!,  Kutch xinaqid:; ^  io,  li. 

All  ANN  ATA,  Takaido,  138,  173,179, 

Dani'Wi,  >■>^^iVv:\  R.,  259,  336. 

Piinkirih,  i  iTMiuis,  33,  50,  52,  59,  60,  68. 

Darbev,  /A,"/",.  loVai,  209,  210. 

Davvnpoii'b  farm.  174,  194. 

Davie,  Hnnipiuey,  91. 

Davis,  Daz  -cs,  Dav;.:.-:,  Barnard,  240. 

iabez,  216,  221. 

Scrijcrint  johii,  15,  16. 

Reverend  Jo?.;-pli,  342. 

Saraiiei,  14Q,  314,  320. 

Samuel,  jr..  149. 

Samuel,  243. 

Sirnon,  3.i2. 
Day.  Matlla-.v,  3SS,  309. 

Sr.ephca,  II,  12.  13,  15,  17,  iS.  19,  24, 
"  3^:,  79,  .?3,  273.^  275,  28  r,  503, 

q'VT    310.  Vi  i.  323. 

Dt  'cuns,  "l.r; ,  i-b,  I.13. 
Dean,  loh-  24^. 

Sanri';i,  30. 
Dean's,  /'jat"/,  i'rook,  82,  155,  212,  290, 

293-  295. 
D.^(Ois,  iist  of,  322,  fi  sei?. 
DedUaiP.  283. 

I/eed  of  Jini!',  Covvdal!  to  John  Prescott, 

2J'^,  273. 

Phiiip,  Cos-:  lo  Hooker  Oigood, 

jOhn  |ohr,.son  to  John  Roper, 
280. 

HfU'v  KtTley  to  Saniuei  f'arter, 

]u/;n  Moore  !■.)  )o;in  ;3uss,  2^9. 
iohn  Mi-ore  [;>  r>ciniei  Hudson, 
23S. 

yonatha:!  to   Saiiiuc!  Pvescott, 
278. 

S-imu*-^!  Piescott  to  Rev.  John 
Prentice,  li'.i.  278. 


Deed  of  joseph  Rowlandson   to  F*hilip 
G<'>ss,  299. 
Sholan  to  Nashaway  Planters, 
22.  25. 

George  'labanto  to  Lancaster, 
138. 

Alice  Whidng  to  to'.vn  of  Lan- 
caster, 138, 
Na!h-niip!  to  Oliv-i  WiM^-r,  r-^i. 
.    Major  Simon  Wilia.rd  toCvprian 
S^cev.:n\  83. 
James  \Viser  to  Jo-im  Prescott, 

2'75-  '  .     .  . 

D(xr'.s  Horns,  145,  155,  290.  .  •■■  ■ 

Deer  Islaiid,  irxj,  no. 
Delegates  to  General  Court,  etc.,  list  of, 

332,  f-!  Si'q. 
Denison,  Reverend  fohn,-34o. 
Diamond,  D/rncff,  Hills,  219. 
Diary  of  John  Mars;iai!,  132.  149. 

Samuel   Sewail,  109,  117,  126, 
132,  155- 
Ditch,  broad  meadow,  199. 
Glazier^;,  I09. 
Prescott 's,  29,  41,  27S. 
Divisions  of  common  land,  29,  39,  41,  ^4, 
65.  ^9.  7^^  79,  179.  iSi,  1S3,  124,  lOe,  :>oo, 
207,  245,  24S. 
Divoll,  Jj:To/t\  Divc-Ps,   Dlvall,  Div,-i!, 
Drew,  Hannah,  104,  114,  im, 
315,  316,  317,  320,  324. 
John,  243,  315.  332. 
Ensign  Joini.  8<g.  94,  104, 122,  254, 

3LS.  3'-^.  317.  320, 
Mana.sseh,  57. 

William,  103,  141,  T44,  156,  176. 

189,  202,  207,  210,  253,  206,  317, 

321,  332, 
Doe,  Reverend  hran idin  B.,  343. 
Doget,  Francis,  229. 
Dolton,  Caleb,  229. 

Doors  and  windcA's  in  early  houses,  5S. 
Dorciiesfer  ehureii  records  qni..('/d,  74. 
Dorchester,  85,  249,  253,  233,  237,  25?,  23y, 

260,  2*35,  296,  322,  324,  323,  340. 
Dracut,  221,  222. 

Drake,  Samuel  G.,  "  Biography  and  Lus- 

tory  of  huiidus,"  quoterj,  in,  113. 
Draper  ]amcs,  30. 
Drew,  MVs.,  \Divol!^^  104. 
Dugway,  183. 

Duramer,  William,  Lieut.  Gov..  Letters  of, 

213,  2.^3,  225,  226. 
Duncan,  Dio^coni,  John.  220. 
Dunsmoor,  Doctor  Wiliiani,  334,  333,336, 

33-5-  '  '  ^ 

I^anstable,  83,  i63.  2i9,  217,  2rS,  221,  222, 

224.  223.  231,  232.  233,  239.  240. 
DiiTii.ter,  VJx:.:\.  and  Mary,  272,  31.1. 
])usdn,  l^/tsidn,  Hannaii,  132. 
L>uxbury.  310,  341. 
Dsvelley,  Richard,  31. 

pAGER,  Ruf.is,  273. 
^-^    Earnes,  Joim,  220. 
Eames,  Thonias,  103. 
Eaton,  Reverend  f.~M.  R..  344. 
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Education,  95.  172,  175.  | 

Elevation  of  I /inr.'i-t.  r  above  the  sea,  346.  ! 

Eliot,  Revetcn-l  ]v'tin.  16,  17,  38,  327.  I 

Einer^-'  .n's  B.ink.  i^:>.    ij.  j 

I'i'^iiri'iiv  in  f:r-t  -n   -f  '.mcl,  29.  | 

l-..st.ttt\-  <A  UrA  s'.-xtU-r^,  3'-;,  5.;,  240. 
Excomnir.isicants  rerii^^fd  as  inhabitants, 

2S. 

Exeter,  233. 

Expedition  to  Canaria,  i6cco,  T27,  293. 

against  Lcisburg,  1745,  236. 

PACSLMILE:  signatures  of  eariy  set- 

Fairbank,  Fa'nia>:k';^  Cyrus,  339. 

Lieutenant  j-rdicz,  144,145,152, 
100,  173.'  176,  179,'  1S2,  133,  ; 
1S4.  V'/:.,  195.  190,  197,  19S,  I 

19y,  2O0,  202.  203,  204,  207,  i 

211,  21^,  2X'>,  217,  2l3,  219,  j 

220,  221,  222,  244,  203,  296.  ; 

316.  334.  , 

Jonas,  24,  31.  3Q,  |o,  71,  82,  83,  ; 

100,  122.  j33,  137,  21S,  248,  ; 

277,  270.  203.  2^4,  314.  315,  ! 

310,  3^0,  3.:4.  I 

Jonas.  Jr,,  243  2^5.  Z'-'l-  \ 

jonatiu-7.,  127,  133,  135,  2x3,  . 

295.  315,  32],  3>'..  j 

Joseph,  211,  : 

Josi-ia^  100,  157,  2x3,  293,  314.  i 

y\-  I 
?J,iry.  133,  136. 

Thoiva-..  244.  j 
Far!?!  iV"-"-  cou;nry's  n<:;,  63.  j 
Farn^ei ,  1  Irjnia-  .;^29.  ! 
]- ar)l^^^  orih,  Ephraha,  220. 

L-.aac.  22.0,  221,  2.13. 

Jonn.  i;4,  192,  193. 

ReiiiiLn,  229. 

S.Knnt:;:.  2;3. 
Farrar,  Fa>-(>-,  }'.-.> n-:h,  Henry.  106,  292,  3-^4.  ! 
JaciK.,  24.  3::,  32,  39.  40.  41,  5 4," 61,  I 

64,      7t,     lOS,     212,     248,    256,233,  ; 

233,  290,  291.  292,  294,  295,  i 
297.  -^>5.  3^3- 

Jaeob,  |r..  64,  09^  16O.  21,2,316.317,  i 

320,  323.  \ 
John,  31.  39.  ao,  41, 43, 71,  24S,  256, 

237,  2';:;,  2_)4. 
Tohn,  }i ,,  2./>,  ^16,  ?20,  323. 
Ki'.sign  joli'.-..  106. 
Farv  ch,  !;a.i.c,  2  to. 
Fay,  CoioT.iot  i-'i,'ncis  ii..  143,  336. 

Reverend  Iden.ry  C,  344,  \ 

John,  320.  .      '       ^  \ 

Fence,  iht-  niL;!:t  pa-ure,  2c>,  299.  ; 

Feneiiiij  aaiji'ia'at:-,  29.  ' 

?\.-rren,  ]•  'ii.ithan.  22':.  j 

Fever  and  a;^U!\  240.  ! 

I'ir.es  an.i  Ih-;  ^  it         2S,  50.  31,  52,  oq,  6S,  ■ 

70  74.  81,  09,  i  rS.  i 

pi;-'  ..:  ot!n--nt,-  ef  ;and,  20,  37,  ;nap':.  244.  • 

Fr-n-'-s'  jj,  uatn-,  zoej-r,  co,  2^0.  ; 

Fi^t;  -  Major  j  io.,l>.  335,  336,  338.  339.  I 

Jacob,  Jr...  33^  j 


Fisher,  John,  11. 

Fisic,  Jonathan,  2.14. 

Flagg,  Josiah,  2TI.  312,  338,  339. 

Sally.  292. 

Williain.  99,  323. 
Flag  of  truce,  110. 
Flaiikers.  5S,  14^^.  I49- 
Flax.  265. 

Fletcher,  Charles  T.,  4. 

Hezekiah.,  243. 
Samuel,  229. 
Fort,  Dumnver,  227,  232. 
George,  220. 
larish,  231. 
Feneeo^ik,  239. 
Washacuni,  276. 
Fortifieation;:.,  102,  \  \.q. 
Ford.  Ri/oeri,  229. 
Foster,  Captain  iiopestili,  87. 

Phirieas.  229. 
Founell,  John,  32. 
Frarainghain,  213, 
Freeman's  oath,  the,  30S. 
Freemen,  25.  38,  48,  249,  251,  254,  257,261, 

263,  267,  269,  284,  287,  298. 
French  and  Indian  v.-ar,  i.p,  et  se/j. 
Frog'-hdes,  82.  291. 
Frost,  fames,  24S,  303,  304. 
Ndchohas,  34. 
Steplien,  341. 
Fryville,  145. 

Ful!a.m,  PVancis,  177,  179,  185. 
Funeral  cliarges,  154. 
f  ur  traders,  9,  263,  327. 

r'AINES,  Gah!s,  6'ai'«^^,  I^^^niel,  24,  31, 
^  72,  .X04,  122,  T76,  177.  199.  203,  .47. 

248.  277.  283,  294,  324. 
Gaines,  SamuC,  284. 

Gardner,  Reverend  Andrew,  137,  144,  ■/45, 
14S,  }50.  1S2,  214,  341.  • 

Mary,  7^4,  153.  165. 

Peter,  113. 
Garrett.  Harmon,  12,  13,  20,  23,  26. 
Garrison,  Fairbaiik's,  2t3. 

Gardner's,  3S,  145.  14S. 

Josiin's,  145. 

Mo<:.re'5,  145. 

Frescott's,  T45,  277. 

Priest's,  143,  302. 

Roper's.  135, 

RovvlandsoiVs,  R6,  ioi,  102,  104, 

134,  152,  270,  283.  2S4. 
Sawyer's,  58,  loS. 
Steevens',  loi,  loS. 
Whitcomb's,  14-. 
Nathaniei  Wiider's,  146. 
'Ih.L.Toas  W'Uder's,  X45. 
Major  Wi.iards,  xoS. 
Garrisvjns,  leiii.Mng,  etc.,  131. 

lists  of,"i.;3.  173! 
Giites  in  ^dgh.vay^,  53,  176,  177,  270,  207. 
C;Fites  tavern,  the,  c8. 
Gat-s.  H^-z-k!a^^  312,  334, 
Jacob,  2  2g. 

Mary.  46,  2^7,  268,  320. 
S:mon,  122,  177,  184,  267. 
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S'.-von,  30,  39,  40.  42,  47,  .}?,,  52,  57, 
63,  7_',  177,  184,  25?,  -5g,  •.?65,2'>7, 
2'jS.  269,  270,  3; 5,  323. 
Tliomas,  122,  267.  200. 
GcOL;ra;)i positio  i  of        .\i:~ti;i-,  34^. 
G'r!>r;,"j  Hi;'.       n-;.  Kji,  r  j 1 ':')  21  j  ?6t, 
-     .  r  ....  , 

Gi!.)£on    riill,  41,  134,  262,  263,  274,  28S. 
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Winnipiseo>^ee,  i  V i  r  ip  i  s  0  c'cft, 
]\  'inmcpseockey,    \  i ' in  epi  see  ab- 
et, 130,  131,  J38. 
Pone,  Beatrix,  14!,  321, 

John,  127.  294,  321. 
Reverend  Rutus  S.,  342. 
Population  of  f.ancaster  in  1713,  176. 
Postinatsters,  list  of.  345. 
ir'otato,  wild,  [.  ?/.Vi-  tabcrosaf^^  33. 
Potter.  Sarah,  321. 
Pound,  50,  137". 
Power,  Daniel,  243. 
I'owowv.'iiy?,  paiiKMiin^',  17, 
Pratt,  Edward,  243. 
Prayii9t;  Indians.  98,  99,  I'X),  110,  113. 
Precinct,  second,  chureh  in,  3^.; 
Prentice,  Prentcs,  Reverend'  J-ohn.  3,  24, 
164,  169,  173,  170    182'  184 
185,  187,  202,  20S,  228,  27.-9 
S89,  30*0,  303,  332,  342. 
Doeto;  Stanton,  j8.:. 
Captain  1  hon^a^,  120,  123,  125. 
Pri?$cott,  Benjama9  217, 

Ebei'.e7/-T,  144,  318,  332. 
John,  xo,  12,  13,  14,  15,  17.  iS,  ip. 
22,  24.  23.  30,  32,  3_,    iJ,  3  1.0, 
41,  46,  47.  48,  :'i  ^3,  '  7, 

71.  7^;,  78.  75.  T\  77.  yy.  i'>- 
97,  lo^'-.    19.  iiio,  121,         24  ., 

230,  231,  2':-4,  272,  273  273,  2;  2, 
277.  278.  279,  280,  201, 283, 294, 

287,  2S8,  289,  290_  293,  294,  29-,. 

2Q7,  2.j8,  306.  .-iOS,  3J.I.3I:;,  ,2C. 
329. 

John,  Jr.,  24,  120,  121,  J44,  150, 
162,  168,  1/3,  277,  279  317,  3:8. 
321. 

John.  3d.  144.  156,  T82,  196,  202, 
208,  317. 

Jonas,  97, 193,  276,  279,  313,  321. 

Jonatlsan,  24,  94,  108,  ^13,  i.-io, 
127, 138,  174,  102.  103.  277,  278, 
279,299,  3o>9  313,  ^17,  321.  323, 

Doctor  Jonathan,  x-v^  107. 

Sann-e!,  13^5,  14  9  ii<,  r  1.5,  148, 

150,  182,  278.    7J,  I. 

Prescott's  ^^ei^.  31,  38,  jln,  2/4. 
Pre.stntnu-nts  by  :^t\v\d  iciry.  4%.  63,  74,  86, 

04,  117,  128,  137.  £72,  173.  181. 
i'nees  of  Conun '/Jitici,  40,  ^3.  134. 
tai.-^t,  (/:i':.riei,  2to, 

Daniel.  182,  2=29,  210. 

Joim,  143,  145,  133.  573,206,248, 
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302, 326. 

Priest.  ]ohn,  fr.,  143,  1S9,  30.'. 
Priest  and  Hougiiton's  lime  kiln,  57. 
Prir-A    Library,  114. 
PriiUiTi^:  press^  ftrst  in  N.  E.,  308. 
Proprietors,  Clerks  of.  43,  77,  176. 

Coveiiant  of, 

Estates  of.  39,  243. 

Homes  of,  m.^ps,  cif. 

Petitions  of,  13,  15,  22,  37,49. 

Records  of,  5,  370,  245. 
Prudential  managers,  22,  25. 
Public  houses,  327,  et  fiV. 
Puckatauyh,  Peter,  139/ 
Pulpit,  buiUiing  of,  164. 
Pti rn .3  rsT'On )  m on ,  27 6. 
Purchase  of  Xashaway,  9. 

of  addiiiori.ii  grant,  138,  17^. 
Putnam,  Captain  WilHam,  33:;,  336. 

f  ^UABCAG,  Quabo^ud,  Ouabacokc,  Quo- 
%  ^hb^vige,  Q:t-.pau^,  {Brockfield},  ii, 

i*"',  9'?.  ^^3.  1^7- 
Q  uan  .1  p , ug,    (■';.'  ^  ^nnapokit,  Qnenepenctt, 

91,  ibo.  139,  275. 
Quanohu,  i^i^i-an'ort',  alias  James  Wiser, 

t  i : . 

Qu.uv;  :■,!]■(,  ^.';y,u-.inre,  116. 
j.-.i';;\a,  2-'-,  tao. 


poKikin,  Q. 


ip.  'i:^.  i'ui,  Qiui.ssa- 
i.",  Q:'osaponi.i-in, 
Qudsopo/ncan,  42,  61,  78,  79,  179,  1S4, 
196,  197,  21 8,  249,  25?,  234,  255,  257,  258, 
250,  2-'«,  265,  267,  270. 
Quovii  Anne's  War,  140,  ct seq, 
Qurrin.  Wiliiarn.  243. 
Quiticus  Hills,  219/ 

PAXD,  ChristoD^;er  A.,  3.16. 

Nad^unici,  345,  i4.6. 
P.ar!;.r,;n  of  t:'5pt!ves,  10:;,  ct  s^q. 
K;i't      2'^,  43^  ~,T,  64,  79,  8j,  122,  12S,  140, 

i   i-'.j,  17. 

K  ,       '    :  -  Hill.  301. 

iv.=  >;i-;r,  .v.r.-.'d';,  Rcyncr,  bamuel,  17,  18,19, 

2-73' 
Ra}  nhani,  j.9, 
Re.'d!;-si:,  22r,  342. 
Records  of  Births,  5,  312,  ';l  scq. 

Chur<  h,  3. 

Deaths,  3.  322. 

Flstrays,  o. 

I^mdi,  43.  51,  52,  245. 
Marricigcs,  5  320,  ci  :eq. 
Propri.jtors,  5,  245. 
Road.s,  6,  33,  CO.  , 
Tov,r;-nit:'-;tings.  5.  41,  48,  55, 
56,  o.,;,  74.  7^.  170  to  21:.  " 
^'•"d  Si-:;  =  icT,  170.  177,  179,  199. 
:  liil,  210. 

Kc--  ;.  Reverend  James,  345. 

Joseph,   2?o,  334, 

R^T.dc/.vous  rrce,  Rande-voi/ ,  19c,  .191, 
Rente.  Henry,  322. 


Representatives  of  Liincaster,  list  of  3-.J2 

,ts,q. 

Resettlement,  petition  for,  1079,  ijo. 
Revoie.uon  oi'  io33,  the  town's  aeiion  in 

125, 

F<ice,  l^'.diinnnd,  J3. 

iohn  270. 

Joseph,  293. 

Merrick.  338. 

Coptain  Peter,  102. 

Richard.  243. 
Richardson,  Jonathan,  24.3.  '  • 

Williaui,  334]"  333,  339. 
Rigby,  John,  31,  44,  52,  54,  72,  loS,  2-8. 

262,  280,  291,  295,  296,  315,  320. 
Rigby  Brook,  196. 

Rivers.  -Androscoggin,  Ann c'::'-'grm^  226. 

Conneclicui.  227,  232,  230. 
Contocook,  Coi'itockock.  -zw,  z^"^. 
233. 

Kennebeck,  226. 

Lancaster,  174,  jq.^. 

IMeiTJinack,  M^rlma.v,^ler■:ma<:k, 

Marruiuick,  t6.  46, 224,  225,  231, 

236.  23S,  240,  241. 
Miller's,  2^,8. 
i\ru!pus.  StuU Iter's,  219. 
Nashaway,  yaibinsdy,  ■2'2,  25,  3.3, 

61,  79,  '144,  193,  219  220,^273, 

274,  27S.  279,  203,  290,  291,  292, 

296,  301. 

North,  9,  33,  34.  T74,  193,  195, 199. 
200,  219,  220,  230,  237,  259,  atx), 
262,  263,  267,  263,  2W.  270,  273, 

281,  204.  2S6,  287,  2Sb,  291,  296,, 
2CjJ,  290,  300,  304. 

Ossipee,  Ossippy,  240. 
Oyster,  233. 

Pemigewasset,  Pe-filcheu:.ish^t, 
Pimizi\xch.:t,  PtWfi-brjtxssi-^f,  S.c, 

231,  234,  23:;.  238,  240,  -:4  l. 

Penecook,    Pf/fcxuc^t.  Fnuon-k, 
Fomicook,   PcniCioke,  J'eaae- 
9  33.  45^       -^44.  i'^V-  23^. 
233,  233,  239,  2.j.y,  23c,  251,  252. 

253,  234,  255,  230,  230,  2C2, 
266,  275.  23o,  2S3,  293,  294,  '-^J2, 

299, 

Piscataquog,  233. 

Saco,  Savo':o,  230,  236.  241.  242. 

Sowheu.m,  Scu  'un^,  219,  240. 

Squanleouk,  aiu. 

Stiil,  54,  61,  02.  70,  97,  141,  23^\ 

251,  271,  272,  273,  274,  200,  2VO, 

Stdlwater,  21S. 
Ware,  234,  237. 
Ro.uis,  earlieit.  45.  60,  04,  77,  06. 
Rohbins,  Robtn,  Danieh  339. 

Eieo/ar,  243. 
Robertson,  Doctor  D  u  i'l  S-euiiil.  1.15. 
Robinson,  Elder  Lores  Aior.-o,  345- 
Reverend  iiilm.  i-:,7.  3ao. 
NadKuh.d,  i-:2,  233.  ^  ' 
Nericni'.ih.,  22y. 
Rogers,  Rcd,i:':ti,  Kreraiai}.  30,  72,  7S,  36, 
X22,  2C7,  240,  257,  258,  239.  270, 
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293.  31:4,  315.  316,  317,  321,  322, 

324.  325- 
Rogers,  S.unucl,  2-jo,  i;o2. 
Rollstone,  Rolesto>;^\  HiH,  219,  220. 
R'X)i'.',  Sonus  of  early,  38. 
Roper,  i'.phr  urn,  T05,  133,  13"^,  136,  282, 
■  -v;,  xM,  321,3^.4.  i:r5. 
John.  31.  39,  40,  45.  60,  71,  77,  79, 

80,  106,  100,  135,  177,  24S,  280, 

2S1,  282,  iSo.  2^1,  5^..9,  310.  311, 

3^5.  33 ^• 

Roper's  Rrcok,  ui,  273,  278,  282,  288,  296. 
Pio55,  Thomas,  141,  144,  146,  152,  156,  243, 
2S6. 

Rowlandscn,  Ro!.r;iior;,  RoioItKio// ,  Rou- 
liion,  Bridget,  62,  284,  300, 
320. 

Reverend  Joseph,  20,24,  31. 
40,41,  44',  46,  S'-".  5 35.  So. 
62,  64,  71,  102.  K.4,  106, 
log, I  IT,  7 14, 1 15,  119, 132, 
134,  248.  254,262,  274. 
296,  299,  3c»,  301,  303,  314, 
515,316.320,322,324,325, 
340- 

Jo5epi},  Jr..  105,  1x5,  299, 

300,  301,  3:4. 
Mk-,,  Mary,  .Narrative  ol,  98, 

iC2. 

Thomas,  Sen,,  24,  4S,  62, 

274.  S^^-"-.  322.  3-^0, 
Thoijia*.  3d,  104. 

R-.V'.'.  Iey,  290. 

Rcxbury.  21,  92,  165,  23J,  25,6, 
Rugg.  Benj?nun.  243.  ' 
Danici,  14 1,  144,  187,  i'-y6,  206,  283,  | 
332.  I 
Minn. 1:1,  133,  .L36,  203.  315.  3a.-.. 
j'>hn,  2;.  31,  3^;,  40.41,  4\'- ^  72,0::, 
lio,  3.22,  190,  247,  24S,  274, 
279,  280,  281,  2S2.  2S3,  2!;r,  314., 
313.  31^  317:  320.  322.  3 .'5.  320. 
John,  Jr.,  T44,  T7t,  1:83,  315. 
Joseph,  133,  283,  310.  32a 
?ai.i;.:ei,  180,  211,  325. 
RiKii.  10,  329.  330. 

R.;:;  ifiJ,  2"i7;  2f8,  219,  220,234,235,237, 
23S- 

Rutfer  i  joJir;  ?),  303. 

Rve-hidd,  r  r-r-coa's,  (jo,  1S2,  -^-z^,  278,  288, 
'289. 

C^ABBATH  ord'n;inv,os.  n^giect  of,  91,  \ 

^-  94.    :2o.  ; 

Sabbath  sc/n-:;  ;n  1700,  f'\!.  ; 

Saro,  .'vTr,'.;.),  RiV-rl,  23O,  23^,  24I,  24-.  I 

Sai'ji  tic^ncis,  2..;7,  2^,4.  ^ 

SaJiiniore,  eiecfioii  of,  38,  | 

^ai2.r>  of  tihn;^:,'r,  28.  53,  64.  185,  j 

of  repr^'b '-itativt:.,  :;!,7',  333.  | 

of  scho.-;!  l  iitt-;,  185,202,207.  j 

Sd;r';n,  253,  259,  323.  341.  ! 

h..ihi>  ji'  Faii;,,  24~,  i 

Salibbuiv.  6  J,  n-,  ; 
Sam,  a!]a5  b^o:ih^ni:n.  6ag^ii;orc,  39,  102.  1 

10-7,  III,  1X2,  115,  X  iO,  117,  324.  i 


Sanders,  Reverend  Daniel  Q..  341. 

Sanderson,  Robert,  252. 

Satcll,  David,  216, 

Sawyer,  Snyer,  S-mier,  Anio?,  202. 

Beza.'iel,  156,  187,  202,  20-6. 

Caleb,  143,""  173,  1S2.  183,  189,209, 
210,  240,  290,  30O,  314. 

Ellas,  155,  iR,].,  luS,  100,  X95,  203. 

Ephroiin.  100,  ■v.'.yj,  313, 

Ezra,  220,  2-1.  229,  '^j,^. 

Ezra,  2d,  330. 

Henry,  £4-_». 

James,  321, 

"john,  T91,  229,  315,  319. 

ionaihai!,  .187,  203. 
josi'ph,  143, 177.  178,  180,  201,  204, 
21 X. 

]o^nnn,  321. 

Nathaniel,  14!,  14.^,  i  15,  T54,  156. 
1 68,  179,  188,  193,  201,  204, 
3x6,  328. 

S.UiiUc!,  216,  22X,  229,  2J2. 

Thomas,  22,  25,  31.  34,  39,  40,  41, 
43,  44,  48,  5c,  32,  01.  04,  -I,  79, 
108,  120,  122,  130,  144,2.48,  273, 
274,  279.  2'^9,  290,  201,  202,  297, 
3^.  3- 3-  3-4   )--■•  8-3.  326, 

I'boniii'-.   ir,  I.-.',  T22.  L3S, 

144.  ui.  iy~\  133.  '73  186, 

2Tr,  290.  293.  313,  317,  32;,  323. 
3j4^ 

\v  I'.luirfi,  143,  J73.  177,  i/j,  202, 
205,  332. 
Scalp -5,  bor.nty  upon,  306,  229, 
Scar  Bridge,  X77.  180. 
Seate.  Sk-jU,  S^caik,  Tohn.        i^-,  281, 

:?S6,  326.  ■  .  '  "■ 

SL:i.j....i,  172,  175. 
S'-'r  >  :':-r.oa?e  lihi.  3-iT, 
S,-i,oO'niaott-rs,  172,  175,  185,  202,  207, 
Soinnue,  206. 

Scouts,  fou'-na's  of,  2x5.  «•/  •,^<7. 
Sciipt?:)-,  Sc!nu;f:;,  2i6,  i7l, 
Sear.^,  .8;v:>,  Ann.'.,  297, 
h)hn.  292. 

Reverend  ELhra:n'1  I lainiifon, 342. 
Seleclmen,  50,  69.  7.97/,  128.  178  171,  172, 

173,  x8i,  187,  198,  202,  200,  328, 
Senator-,  hst  of,  336. 
SerVKti',  bought,  287. 

S  *vt'n:h  Day  AdveTUi^ls  i''i?i!rch,  29'-.,  2>3-, 
3!5- 

S.-vv:;;;,  Saniue!,  Dij.ry  of;  ic<>,  tj7,  ia6. 
X-.-.  135. 

Shi'.nuok  >far.u5cripi.3,  ot,  vt9,  276. 
Shanuct',  jan>es,  2:8,  221, 

S.iiiaLe:.  229. 
Shau",  john,  2.-. 
Sheaf.  VViiiiarn.  ■.•60.  306. 
Shepard,  Daniel,  243. 

!<_)ha,  2i3- 

Rfvcread  Thoraas,  73. 
Shepley,  JoiM!,  2u. 

jonafhaa,  2":8,  221,  2.43. 
Shrvborn.  130,  233,  326. 
Si:erifts,  337^ 
Sht-rnian,  h;hn,  !.77. 
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Sholan,  S'^.r^ofw/,  S'idifman-w,  it,  i6,  38, 

66,  13'-.-  -^1:2. 
Sh'-.5h.!!,i;n,  -.i;:      S.stii,  ^g,  102,  10;',  ill, 

1  ]  .■  T ;     T  ;  ■    ;  r\ 
J-hr  ■^v-:     ., ,  .V         v-v.  -Ty^  34:>, 


Sti!!  River,  54,  61,  62,  70,  36,  97,  14  r,  23'', 

25T,  25.3,  271,  272,  273,  274,  200,  >  1, 


si;---r,  ;- 
sii;,  .V- 

ifiiiion  1': 


106. 

1  :     ••'r.itc--'ju.'.rn,  116. 


Siiiv.i.'ii,  "l ' nvA?..  2"iT. 
^^intri.  ^^v^v■ Richard,  16&. 

Ski.in:orf,  S:.;d/i:oiv,  ']'i;o;;ias,  13,  15, 
S..rA/.  2'37, 

R  .ck,  ^^67. 
Sn.aok-y,  john,  45. 
Siiiitt!        -0:;.  336,  333. 
!.!!';<.;-,  143. 

Jolni  3'->,'34.  3'J-  4"'.  4''.       ^A^-  2  ;?. 
2*:>T,  .-■■'o,  234,  283,  r4-6.  2.-;7,  314. 

Ricr..iid,  iS,  19,  2^;.  24,  32,  37,  i-j, 

40,  jT.  ';0,  246,  243,  261,  2*';2,  203, 
2^;^  2:3.  2S6,  2;6,  2J9,  314, 

Sao  v.  T.>  ,  „  ^  .  ...  1-2,.  i34,  2o2,  203. 
.,.nr:-;,  Jr..  124. 

vno-v  ski  ,,-0    lOI,    T  j;.. 

So  Lkors.  n^:.v.  o*,  127,  21;;,  2t6,  220,  221, 
2-' ;. 

Soiii  ii.liiiv,  !  kir:  i3_>. 
Souk-r.'-ia       r  ;.  ■  '  iniii:'a:;  16. 

.  :        ,  240. 
Spa,'i!i;,C:  ,■    •     -  .'.  ,■'       14^;,  145. 

W  ini.    22  J. 

Sp-c':v-"  ,  3:4'. 

S;>i-2U",  I-kr.-cak2  io'-'H,  333,  336,  337. 

Spk:i2,  C:.k  Lk3.  3'^^.  3'~4. 

K  ;k    T70.  177.  17c..  109,  297. 

S:iii'2;  o>-  :~-7'  '-'-:,  -4  222- 

'>;4'  ^!.'-'  ;k-':2  213. 

Sq  i.  2;ik    ,  24O. 

>4:i      ^.  ;;;        [\  \  €  -ra^uro^  II. 
;k.v:;a  •■'  .;•!•>•_..•,,  i-;;.  179,  iSo.  iSi,  137, 
.-^T         2-^  2,.2,  2-7. 

St-.MM.,  3;;. 

-^^'■i-i  W  333,  337. 

Sieeven.-,  Ck  pri2:r  24,  04,  Z6.  vox,  iq3,  121, 
;2'.  -2k  145,  J4k  k^"- 
I2C,  177,  211,  243,  2c  J,  272, 
312,  317.  313.  32:,  333. 
Sinu>n,  34  14 4,  15-2,  IS*-*. 

l6'5..    173,    1'CO,    213,   251,  221, 

:-2.  2,.),  31k 
ST' pkens,  jc-kn,  21.^,  22.,. 
Sr.Mi-rL;,  01.  ii,;:-    2_;.3,  200,276,286,  2o3, 
"3''  3|2- 

S:'--vct2-,  Rir-'tjond  Ik-";2nnri,  341. 

C2;2221.  r/-  '    U-  IJ,]  2\J. 

S2r,iuek  1-6. 
rvOv-T:-n  \  1  imothy,  134. 
\V33;a.2;.  242. 
Stkkvtit-'v,  220, 


.ater  River,  218. 
Stockade,  Wkitcnovvn  to  Wamcsit,  106. 
Slocks,  30,  137. 
S;L:.Uu.iik,  Aatlion)-,  73. 
Stone,  Jo.-epk,  202. 

Deacou,  Tk'. 120. 
StuiiKiit.j.i,  GoVci'iiot'  Vv  ;l;i.i!t;,  133. 
Sto-A',  i2y. 

btow,  Sajnuei,  185,  243. 

Sti-atton,  Vi.  B.,  2S3,  331. 

Street,  the  so-cmIIcu.  3,,  61,  193,  27:;,  rC:-. 

2S1,  232,  2S3,  2S4,  23o,  2S8,  23g,  2..i,  2^1. 

295. 

Strong  drink,  sale  of,  S",.  263,  ■^27,  ef  S('(j. 
Stuarl  John.  33S. 

Sudbury,  Sndlnn,-,  Sudburyc,  13,  14,  22,  23, 
26,  47,  63,  65,  IGO,  107,  iiu,  120.  224,  2:;8, 
260,  279^  281,  284,  285,  s3o.  237, 280, 239, 
32T. 

Stid'nury  Hiver  aiid  Marsh,  13,  14. 

Sur.'--r,2v.  Deacon  Roger,  24,  31,  39,  40,  72, 
74,  75.  9"^.  97.  i07,"'2.-S'.  237,  239, 
269,  304,  315,  310,  317,  320,  322, 

Saniuei,  128,  237. 
Simcook,  23^.  2^9. 
Survey  of  riudit,  vm'  e'-ant,  174,.  102. 

of  ':i'":3:e.  :e  ^ram,  63, 
Sur\t}'or  lor  r-r  iprieior?.  70,  178,  179. 
Sutton,  Richard,  31. 
Swarap,  Hetup  297. 

} log,"  196".  198,  204.  203,  304.  303. 

Horse,  294. 

Swan.  45,  46.  60,  97,  iSS.  189, 19S. 

249,  220. 
Wainut.oi,  1.37.  t33.  i3r,  196,  zr/,, 

287,  297,  300,  302. 
Svrarron.  118. 

Sv', an-  in  .Merrinrick  River,  46. 
S\>-ik,  I'homas,  122,  283. 
SvuiiiK's,  Calcl)  T.,  261,  272. 
Svnr^nds,  fharri,  9,  34,  321. 
Symonds  and  Kin-.^  tnickiiig  hou-,e.  9,  34, 
'33,  2,40,  ear,  273.  277,  329.' 

"rAMAN  lO,  !)^ikai;,;ata,  George.  13k 

173.  179,  ^33- 
Tail T,  (.  ')!.!;,,,;  \\  uaain,  120,  T33.  102. 
d  ar  alia  I  arp>  eiin-',  1 70. 
r.ifi-'k,  S:aaar',  22./ 
d  ..a,.ai((eaic.;,  I' .  aa;  I7C. 
Tayair^  Frink  13.,  140,  285,  331. 

Iok:v  231. 
Ta:<:aKin    itkcu:  repre^eatad'.}a,  23. 

iXi-S  olMie;],  3'j.  120,  ^31. 
Tf-ajdier^,  172,  175,  183.  202,  207. 
I'einp;-,  A^/eak,  321. 

I^aac,  233. 

[oniitkan,  243. 
Thatchiri-^  tools,  --a. 
lha>er.  Euc;-ne  \k  R..  1S2. 

Xaaiiatkc;.  \. 

Reverend  .\3i!han;ei,  [>.  i3f.  342. 
■raou;p:,on,  D-^etor  [.  L.  S.,  249.  330.  33 


INDEX. 


Tliurston,  C:iptr>,iTi  John,  335. 

Jchn  Gate?,  335,  336,  339. 
john,  ir.,  336, 

u       rV';  346, 


AO,  =0, 


lohTi,  20,  2;,  25,  3T,  37, 
60,  64,  6S,  246,  243,  201, 


2^3^  204.  272,  274,  2f.o,  2go,  2c,y,  320. 

32?'.  337-  33=- 
Tobacco.  ICO,  iii,  265. 
Todd,  P-evxTcnd  jomi  K.,  313. 
Torn  Uuh-'it,  :ilias  Nepanet,  110,  in,  113. 
Toorab?.  Wiliiarr..  277. 
Torrov,  i ..;)■.•■.  ■■-/,;■)•,  330, 
Towcf-  31- 
TcHT^  C.         ;-t  of,  333.  339. 
Town  brand  marks,  16,  80. 
Town  ineet;;i.i^s,  attendance  a!  required, 
So, 

records  of.  k.  ji,  55,  56, 

69,  74.,  73,  176  lO  27.1. 

\varoiiig,  56. 

C:CO;od,  77,    363,  If/.  ^C2_ 

;  191,  195,  206,  211. 

""■•')■  of  ^.  37.  49.  90. 


lown  o 

203, 


I  rami: 
In 
liu  ' 
34.  «. 

Tu  ' 


Tv 


(  ^  1 
1^,6. 


..->•■  of  Symonds  and  Kin^:j,  9, 
26  L. 


as,  !';;,  Z'.'j.  -JO,  21 T.  20S. 

'  i  'arn.ird,  209,  243. 
.  ■  i     -■  <  ^  ^ 

n  W  !:u'-m,  135. 

L>;f'cntv.rjj\\  19.J,,  217,  2tS, 
"224,  236,  244. 


.■^jr,  136,  133,  1^2,  162, 
2  22:5  23    i  15. 

1  ft  I  ^''  I'-  143,  154, 


T  TXi  r.\in  \:\  Chnrch,  3;-^,  311,  342. 

\]\  ;■.  ■  -       t  chiirr!],  3  p." 
Un:vic;..'-'..i Pon.i.  fJ'it:  'icco-wil'-iiink, 

Unk'U/ir  icalia-ck,  Kuc/itKuhi/::^,  8,  174, 

T93,  210. 
T:oi^.in;-;:vr:;--:a.  Il6. 
I  >  . 

Usk.'nLi'.^'uri,  a:uis.  Sam,  111,324. 


■\;ALUE  of  estates  of  tins'  settlers,  39. 
^  lands,  189. 

Sctic^uiiuastcjr's  servic<^3,203, 
2C7. 

a  i)Ou;Tht  sci'vaat.  267. 
?undn-"S  ±<\  51,  ir-i.  134, 

142,  1:4,  io7>')b,  1S3,  139, 

3io. 


Varnuni,  jolm,  227, 

Veiwiir^  highwa>-5,  bounds,  and  fences,  S4 

3r.  ^ 
Viro'n,  Ebenezcr,  221, 
Voiunieors,  107,  225,  226,  229. 
Yose.  iane.  321. 

o  :  J.  S.,  331. 
Voters,  qaaiitlcations  for,  52. 

■\  a/ABAX,  115. 

^  '      Wachuscit,    l{;jn3  :  v/,  ll' 


hu- 
10, 

^J/.  219, 


sect,  Wucluuei 

IT,    85.    112,  1 
220,  234,  332,  340. 

Wading-  places,  8,  20.  59,  60,  67,  07,  240, 
273.  331- 

Wadsvvorth,  Captain  Samiiei,  lor,  103. 
Wales,  jo.-enh,  333,330,  345. 

Nadianiel,  303,  304. 
Walker,  Benjamin,  229. 

]i-a;v:-,  xo,  13,  15,  16. 
I.«ahel,  32^." 
Sed:,  200." 
Walnut  Sv.arnp,  61,  187,  iS3,  1C9,  196,206^ 

2'a7,  2->;,  207,  300,  302, 
Waraesit,  [  Jnvksbury,         .A-^av//,]  \c)x 
Warnpom,  or  peage,  11,  1:0.  263. 
Wanomeriock  I'oad,  210. 
War,  Qa"en  Anne's,  X40. 
Lovewed's,  215. 
Pidllp's,  gS. 
King  Wiliiarn's,  125. 
Ward.  Henry,  31. 

Xahum,  176,  177, 
Na-uaniei.  his  " 
Prospect, ■'  21.  - 
Reverend  Richard,  345. 
Saiaeel,  167,  335, 
Captain  Saraeei,  33S,  339. 
Deacon  Wiliiarr*.  120,  192. 
Wa?-%  Mrs.  \r.^ry  G,.  13  ;. 
Wartj  Paver,  234,  237. 
Warner,  Pieutenani  E!ea/ar,  23.;,  240',  2.12, 
243- 

Jor.n,  143.  189,  209,  ?io,  249,  302, 
3^3- 

Saniuei,  179.  137,  203,  204,  2rr7, 
.   210,  302, 
Warnin^;  out  i.>f  touai,  S;\  i3i,  200, 

W-U/'akiiu^  \\'^X^:/ia:J:i:c,  ni.  74,  79.  .S2, 
3^.,  9'   II'    i3o,  x36,  i  j-,.  204.  2ic.  27^ 
2^6,  3^8. 
\' '^islibum,  [ohn  M.,  33'). 


England's 


V^'assaru^'^oin, 
dock, 


Wat.iquad.ock, 

45.  60,  71,  132,  141.  14'.  ^-3.  103, 
270,  2?9,  2^0,  301,  304,  303.  -j-.f.. 

Watacick,  219. 

VVatcii  hoasia  149, 

Wateis,  Aciaui,  2'>o,  261,  2S6.  313,  323, 

iO';-.-;.:^.    :22,     rcS.    IJ3,  252,  200. 

20.  ,  3'>7.  -^C  -;.  -;l 
La\%rpnee,  ap  i  p         a;,  29.  30, 

3^-  37.  39.  40. 4^     ^'O.  7--.  r-:- 


INDEX. 


76,  S5,  liS,  12::,  13-,,  246,  24S, 
s6o.  20-.  c-r.-,      ;;,  275,  2S3. 

293,  3^3.  31  !■  3"~.  3"3.  331- 
\\'a;er5,  >  j  1, 

W'.ii  i',  /i.  ,  100, 


vieasures,  06,  74,  /pj. 
i.c.'iiris,  316. 
Weii.s,  n  dVj,  2-|.2.  ' 

Richard,  62,  115. 
Wenhani,  2^4. 

\\\--.  \'  'vv,  ;-o;. 
V.:s:  •[  .  .V 

WMr--:--:   ..^  ' 'r.  2'-0.  30T,  325,  340, 

-.  '     ;  ;       T;An:  ijooi-g.;,  17,  la,  19. 
. ,  /.'.rahnni,  132,  133,  3x8. 
Lphraiin,  216,  22c,  221,  243. 
Gojrge,  45. 
Isaac,  319. 
Joseph,  99,  323.  ■ 
Jo&iah,  143,  773,  1S9,  191,  195, 

196,  ig3r2C4,  304- 
KicharU,  oi-  co.  r'z  too,  j  24S, 
C70,  292^  .V.;.  vi-,  310  317,  322. 
I  :;y,  ! j'-y;,  325. 
'--.■r>  'I  iv^'UKis,  13, 

/r';..-'i!.-.|i.    3.07,  ^I-, 

W'heoiock,  John.  242. 

jov^p:\  141, 144,  ioj,  loi,  189, 
210,  210,  220,  221,  229.  319, 

33-^- 


U;:.4.p 

\',  rap  : 
V. 


r.'a-i:'.' ir  .n.  65. 


Da  via,         iSo.  :3S,  \.j6,  197, 

200,  20  r,  20?,  207,  2on,  293, 

321,  32^,  329,  331. 
\\  idov.-.  f  lui.n.i'i  130,  262. 
Hc/2k;?:h   i  ;3.  i''7,  2C)i,  205, 

2:7,  J.-.     'J  .J.  7:0 
J;'i,i,  04,         2'.>i,  226.  317,321. 
Cijionci  and  (3cn'"r.vi  Ji..nn.  33^. 
John,  Sci.ior,  2.1,  30,  37,  s;^-', 

41,  63  71,  24:-:,  250,  252,  204, 

265,  262,  322  323. 

John,  jr.,  30,  3  ;,      41,  71,  108. 

121,    l^]<,  2il,   2  p.   204,  205, 

266.  267,  3t-  32!  325. 
Jonathan.  H9,  gi,  i      121,  141. 

144,  152.  13"',  2  .3,  266.  316, 

3x7,  310.  320,  325. 
jos.-p!i,  D'jcior,  2.-^9.  231,  242. 
josiah,  124,  137,  143,  ^33, 

i6t,  171,  173,  265";  206,  3V5. 

310,  317,  31:,  3:.;,  320,  323, 

GuiiibOT!,  I-l:;. 
\\1urr7;  r.v,  :,  l3.i,  2^2,  " 
Wb-j,  2.2.o.-y  H.;  239. 

-7/ 


Coiroiel  i 


White,  Captain  John,  166,  176,  i3; 

•190,  198,  200,  2:!2,  22^,  .;2 
228,  229.  230,  232,  25"),  ^,1- 
329,  331. 

John,  Senior.  30,  32,  3^,  3-  . 
4h  54,  5*^1  "I.  7^.  7'-'.  ''/^ 


'  If, 


josiah. 


~  )'}, 
234, 

38. 
134, 


"2j.  -o  i.  3'-"-^ 

|o;(atiiun,  itDo,  22J. 

24,  97,  120,  122,  12:5 
145,  150,  102,  J  Do,  100,  X37, 
107,  191.  193,  190,  197, 
200,  :;&2,  2'j6,  20S,  210,  223, 
255,  256,  266,  318,  319. 
jOcic=li,  jr.,  22S,  3.3.,. 
Whiting.  Alice,  {i.'oixi},  24,  126,  134,  i 
jaines,  30. 

Reverend  John,  126,  132, 
_  T38,  326,310. 
GeneruJ  Jolm,  335,  337. 
'i'lmothy,  126. 
TniioThy,  Jr.  337,  338,  345, 
Solon.  335,  339. 
Whitman,  Jjavis,  335,  336. 

Rcverc;ia  rr'arnue!,  137,  -^41, 
Whitr.cy,  Anna  H.,  1. 

J  on  a  thin,  2  ja,  209,  2,ro. 
Reverend    i-VJcr,   history  of, 
qaoied,  43,  1^,5,  22.;. 
Whitthc-n,  \\'iih.'ra,  ;2-. 
Whitfer.icae.  Benia'ann"  S.  T.  I').,  ^j-p 
Wickauv  kct,  { I  >/i:u7'o:iv/.  ir«.;.r/..v/A  iih- 
knpact-r,  H  acoo'Vt, '09  I ;     ,/p.,-c/A  iT-av- 
L'pocket,  Wecapckdl,  lip,  i.k.;,  195,  190, 
203,  204,  203,  2cv3,  2i3,  220,  aSo. 
Wickapirnsfce,  21S. 
\\'iiu-ca!,  12^. 

Wilder,  'W'ycU.-.-,  Winder,  .\aron,  546. 
Caleh,  6,  67,  214,  247,  339. 
C.irtcr,  346. 
Charies  l^ess  ii,  20,  209. 
David,  334,  333. 

Ebeae^er,  1-7,  17S,  iSS,  ;:9o,  lot, 
J^97.  I99.  200,  203,  202,  2c3,  2C-9, 
2-.0,  211,  208,  332,  334. 

Captain  Epiaaiai,  ixi.  :4a, 
152,  134,  156,  102,  r-.6,  172,  T7G. 
ido,  ib6,  1:57,  189,  191,  197,  io3. 
199.  200,  202,  223,  277,  ,310,  334. 

,  3^0,337. 

'.../Oione.  James,  173,  rbo,  i.->3.  1S4. 
186,  187,  ISO.  195,  t«97,  loi-,  J 9-7 

202,  203,  204,  2:3,  ^«_'J,  2  >  .,  .00. 
295,  3x3,  326,  332,  3,8, 

Deacon  Joel,  335,  33^. 
joel,  2d,  232. 
joe!,  Jr..  2d  336. 
John,  loS,  lai,  153,  ok-,  ia;.  172. 
179,  103,  104.  790,  ic.i.  2^4.  2-3, 

215,  24_p  2(,0,  317,  310,  310.  321. 

joiia.  Jr.,  24.1, 

jonataan,  1^9,  132,  136,  10;,  r6o, 
3^^.3^3.  ' 


JoncUh  U9  jr.,  335. 
Iudi2e  h.)S0l)h.  >(;rj 


ludi^e  (oseph,  ^^;rJaJr,  6^  T.;2 
i/i,  >72,  770,  i;3.  iTv..  13... 
186,  ii7,  133,  190,  10 i ,  ;y3, 

20c.  202,  203,  206,  20.4  -2  -4 


i  :-• 

-i3. 


3H 


INDEX. 


3iS,  3-23.  33--?.        337.  33^,  339-  i 

■      !.,;tn;;.    jr..  : 

171.  214.  3-!-!..  '^-,7,  ;-;S,  j 

LJ.-      .  .  TO?,   T17.  : 


 1  •  1   -        ■  ■    -  .         -  .  .  •       ;  . 

15:^,  136,       ,      ;    .  ' :    2iZ,  .iyS, 

■?t8.  :310,  .     .     ^> .  ,  ,    -  J 

Naih:?-iiPi,   !f,,      ■  :.  ;       20j,  261, 

J,  :  1     'ri  '■. 
Li':*:v_.  :v..::t  Coicnci  0;ivcr, 

1S7,  I'.n,  20^,  204,  2g6,  224,  242, 

261,2^^1,319.320,331,333.  ■ 

Soi.-v  3.^'^ 

7..  t:        ■-,  200 

271,  -7 

I  honia").  1^-    1  : :    1  ?:    1  "3    s  i; 
144.  1.^'  1j3.         :      i  -r   '  ^t- 

r^^',  ;;  :o,  3I',  -  i  .,  7:'-.  " 

.,333.       .  ; 

\V;;;iv^    if  7'-.     iO:--u'\  2C5.  j 
Kl'-:/'-.''        -  ::J-..  2.,.!..  332.  ! 

\v':i:.-u::,  17  I. 

^^'■-•''■-^  -v:.7./,  .;^77  j3/,  335.33V- 
Abci,  3:.^^  339- 

BenjajT>ir7  i-;-.  i:;-;  142.  3C7,  33'^.  : 
Henr7,  -[77^  i-„7  :---o,  2  . .7  2>9.236,  j 

243'  272,  3L7,  3-7  3--.  33<^'-  i 
He,'cki-3i  \  I},.  -]  j^.:y\  jig.  ] 
John,  1  i  .  •    ■   .    A  :::^2,  2l:o.  220, 

27?,  3'        ,  ,  ;    ■ . 
]Oi,JMu:V  ,  ,2  ■     -  ,     :  72,  3i3  3iw. 
■|05cph     i'..7-i:  -X.;  07,  i2n. 

i37,  13'',  14s.  13''.  -  '4,  -J^.  333. 
33^- 

i.-^,'  .-  :..7-.3M.3X>  : 
Ca;:-i:i.P  172,  220,  202,  209,  s 

222.224,2.^3,214,272,319.  ; 
]ushu2, 3j,s.  ; 

Lrvi,  -2^7.  33^',  339- 
iViUi,  33?, 

Capt2.in  32  2!iic!,  171.  1S7.  199. 
2CO,  201,  203,  20  7  203,  226,  234 

f.O   2-.0,    24ir  X4A  -^43.  -^-rr.  -3^- 

272,  2'-.W,  ^03,  31'>,  3-      331,  332, 

33 1.  353.  3.''.  33^' 
S^rauci,  jr.,  33 


122,  134,  247,  261.  t'jj.  2'i- 
271,  272,  283,  2^',  .' .  .    7.  ■    ,  i  : , 
315,310,  320,  32 J,  ^      .^j  3^', 
337. 

Wi;i:ird,  SiniOM,  jr.,  14^;,  I.-:;.  j-^-.i,  27.,. 

J  2.1.  2:;. 

iohri,  222. 
Thom-is,  123. 
Wilson,  Benjanmi.  20 j.  ;v.)-,  '<72, 

Tereiniah,         7-     17,,,  i.'c,  17;, 

249.  3'Jf- 3  3 
R?:-veiend  Jopn,  73. 
]o3e7h, 220,  2:2. 
Nri^yanicM,  2'-o,  3c-:.  32T. 
Wln3o'.v-  in        v  'lOusej.  "4. 
.      (  ■[, 

W:n2--:  ■-  ■  M  7-7  .[V- 

i^'..^.3.-.',  ;  I  ■.■3  /,  t:;-    I  .:  r-:..7 

Wn  33.-.-,  }-  3'A..ur],  ■■g;";-;o-;-,  13-2.71: -^.^  of 


Aiaior  Sinion, 


~-r.  33.  43-  V^. 


30,  32,  32,  64.  23,  73,  77,  78. 
35.  So,  39,90,  92,9b,  io3,  109, 


\^'i::;<  '-  3!:2-b'T,  230.  222. 
\\3;T  -'-  F3.3n  271. 

\\';;i3iro7,  !.]2^■c:■r:.:;r  John,  "Imtory  of  N. 

E.  (;2'.t.:':3"  IC^  IT.  12,  T  .7 

Wiser,  iV.nies.  ai^-is  Qiirtna-:)2i77  91,  fx;, 

X2:.,  2, 
\\3t2hc:  -n,  ^'-7  40?. 
W:h2r3y,  ;2S'.i3,  242. 

W'utari!,   /y'V-3'V;.-.v,'^,   123.  T02,  221,  241;, 

2;-^,  20:;,  287,  292,  :,OI,  ^02,  T  PI. 

Woir  p-:7  21. 

W<3\i:::r.,  21     12;,   120  322. 

Won.  ur;  l':3.r<!i  S'!;3;2i  ,  r 
WoP2h:^;;x,  121. 

\\"0T;-220;7    i  !3'?'/.'^7r  ; 'V,  ''.^22   (2  7   (  lO. 

W.juarcp,  il3i27;772.       .  .'V-;;' .  'ViJuum 
123,  342. 

Tss  ac,  2  c5,  221.  245 

133333:  ' 

W2...2.---  32-  dx./u,  3":        -  -.-2  ^3:>,3- 

2  22,  :2>2  3:  •  34-, 

Worccste-.  I'  -..y- -7  219. 
Wr3i27  Schw.P  172,  .7^." 
W--3;-  i3..-::;',-r  222 
^:2. 
3:'32.  -i, 

\\3-!U.U7  C  I' 122P   3'-2;,2-m22    -y'-,  jv'.  -V^. 
[377  .■;u2  13,  2;;2, 

c'2[)232        3  ,  223   223   272,  233. 


1 


